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RSCDS Vancouver Branch Board of Directors

Elected at the RSCDS Vancouver Branch AGM on October 13, 2023

Executive Directors

President - Fran Hillier 778.285.1242
Vice President - Gail Urquhart 604.433.6081
Corresponding Secretary - Karen Shrimpton 604.469.2433
Recording Secretary - Sue Biddle 604.619.1620
Treasurer - Susan Stensgaard 604.451.1161

Directors-at-large with Specific Responsibilities

Archivist - John Robertson 604.985.1612
Director at Large - Hugh Aspinall 604.510.4141
Equipment Manager - Tereza Cabral 778.321.5364
Events Coordinator - Roberta Esau 778.317.4125
Membership - Barbara Kisilevsky 604.738.0257
Publicity - Cathrine Conings 604.299.6447

Cover Photo by Kerry McDevitt
Gael Forster (Victoria) & Barbara Johnston (Edmonton)
at the Vancouver Branch Diamond Jubilee Ball
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Frae the President

Lots of year-end events have been happening over the past couple of
months. We had a very successful Diamond Jubilee Ball. Many thanks
to Mary Ann McDevitt and her energetic team! Several clubs celebrated
their year-end, and it’s great that we again have so many opportunities to
go out and put our dancing into practice Congratulations go of course to
White Rock on 70 years of Dancing and Fort Langley on 25 years.

Many thanks to Alison Moen and those who supported her with letter
writing, meetings etc. so that we can have another year of Dancing in the
Park. We need to evaluate what we do next year, so we can keep going.
This is a very popular event for us and the public, and it's a shame that
the City staff don’'t seem to recognize that.

Highland Games is due to happen a week from when | am writing this.
Thank you to all the dancers who have been coming to practices with a
view to encouraging more people to see what a great hobby we have! The
long-term weather forecast appears good. Keep fingers crossed.

Of course, we have also had a successful teacher training session.
Four successful Units 1, 2 and 3, yeah! We now look forward to seeing
these new “teachers in training” on our class dance floors as they
complete Unit 4. Another candidate plans on completing Units 2 and 3
at TAC Summer School this summer. And we have a CTI candidate
working with the North Shore class. Thanks again to all those involved:
candidates, instructors, “angels”, and all support persons.

We have now been officially informed that the Gleneagles SCDC and
Deep Cove SCDC have amalgamated to form the new club, North Shore
Dance Scottish. While the need to amalgamate is not what we want, we
are pleased to see that our North Shore dancers will continue to be a
vibrant group. This has involved a lot of discussion between the two
groups, and of course difficulty in giving up individual names for the clubs
to which many of us become attached. Well done, everyone.

So a busy few months. | look forward to seeing you at the Highland
Games and DITP. Have a relaxing summer otherwise.

Fran Hillier A
President
RSCDS Vancouver Branch T g

Teacher Talk

Left to right - Teacher Candidates from our Strictly Scottish Dem Team:
Andrew Clyde, Heather Hankin, Gail Urquhart & Nick Haight

It's my great pleasure to announce that all our candidates passed
both their Unit 2 and Unit 3 exams. Not that | ever had any doubt, but they
worked hard for this and got a well-deserved result.

On behalf of the Board | would like to congratulate all of you, Gail,
Heather, Nick and Andrew.

This could not have happened without Kay Sutherland and Fran
Caruth as the organizers, instructors, coaches, supporters etc. for the
past ten months. Nor could it have happened without participation of the
Unit 2 support dancers who turned up on many a Thursday night to help
with the practice, and the "angels" who turned up on many a Saturday to
be "taught" by our candidates.

The Branch Board thanks all of you for your assistance. Thanks
also to the clubs who have welcomed these new teachers into their
classes for practice teaching. We anticipate seeing more of these
four people over the next year as they complete Unit 4 (Practicum).

Well done everyone, in this journey to maintain a vibrant teaching
pool to support our clubs and our dancing.

Fran Hillier
President, Vancouver Branch



Vancouver Branch Awards 2024

Would you like to nominate someone for a Branch Award? These are
usually presented at our AGM in October but now is the time to think about
a worthy nominee. Here is the criteria.

The award is given for:

e Significant contribution to Scottish Country Dancing in at least one
of: service, teaching, donation, growth and innovation, upholding
standards of excellence, and promoting enjoyment for all dancers.

The nominee :

e Must be a branch member, but not a current Board member.
e Must have been active in the branch for a minimum of 10 years.
e Can be a group or an individual.

How to nominate.

e Any branch member may submit a nomination to the board with
supporting documentation showing why this nominee merits the
award.

e The Board requests all nominations be received by July 31, 2024.

e All discussion regarding nominees will be in camera at the
September 7th board meeting.

Further details are available under the About Us/Branch Awards tab at:
https://rscdsvancouver.org/

Paul Lowe,
our most recent recipient,
was presented with his
Branch Award
by President Vicki Downey
in September 2021

RSCDS Vancouver Branch 2024-25 Membership

The 2024-25 year begins July 1st. Membership fees are now due
and payable through paypal* (i.e. credit card) on the Branch website or by
cheque mailed to the Membership Director**.

*Go to rscdsvancouver.org home page. Click on ‘Membership’ for online
registration and payment.

**Or download the Registration Form and mail with cheque to Barbara
Kisilevsky, RSCDS Vancouver Branch Membership Director, #410-1445
Marpole Ave, Vancouver, BC V6H 1S5.

We thank you for your continued support of the RSCDS
Vancouver Branch, which includes:

= The online bi-monthly Branch newsletter ( The White Cockade)

= The Branch Teacher Certification Program every two years

= Registered membership with RSCDS Headquarters in Edinburgh

= A twice yearly magazine from RSCDS HQ with information and
articles on Scottish country dancing worldwide

= A 10% discount on most recordings, publications & merchandise
purchased through the RSCDS shop

= Free admission to our December Betwixt & Between Dance

= Stanley Park ‘Dancing in the Park’ each summer

* And much more!

In order fo receive newsletters, magazines and email bulletins, it
/s important that contact information is kept up fo date. Please send email
message to the Membership Secretary regarding any changes.

Categories and Fees (All Membership Categories expire 30th June)
e Individual or Single $65
e Joint $105 — available when two members are at same address
e Half Year Single $45 — for NEW members joining for the first time
after 1st January
e Half Year Joint $75 — for two NEW members at same address
joining for the first time after 1st January

(N Remember you need fo renew your membership in
order fo vote at the Branch Annual General Meeting!

Vancouver rscds



L Dancing in the Park 2024
Vancouver Is Ha}apemimg!

With the support of Vancouver Park Board and Vancouver City
Community Events, we will continue our 70+ year tradition of open air
dancing in the park Monday evenings at 7:00 p.m.

June 17,24 July 8, 15,22 August 12, 19
Ceperley Playground (near Second Beach, Stanley Park)

All nights include popular audience-participation dances for
young and old, and we are always pleased to welcome visitors - whether
local or from out of town. Your hosts each evening are from the Vancouver
area Scottish Country Dance clubs.

Wear reasonable shoes for dancing on pavement and bring your own
water. Also, bring a cushion as the concrete seating is FIRM!

Dancing is free, but it is pay parking ($4.25 per hour) throughout
the park. Consider car pooling or public transit. See the Branch website
DITP page for more details, including a Park Access Map.

https://rscdsvancouver.org/dancing-in-vancouver/dancing-in-the-park/

No dancing if wet in downtfown Vancouver at 4:00 p.m.
For information call 604.922.6842 or 604.376.6112

See the Branch website Event Calendar for dance programs

https://rscdsvancouver.org/dancing-in-vancouver/event-calendar/

See yow un the Park!
7

It's our 20th Anniversary Sept 6 & 7, 2024 and we invite you to join us!
The venue will be the Penticton Seniors’ Drop-in Centre, aka “The
Centre”, 2965 South Main Street in Penticton, where the Great Hall has a
beautiful wooden sprung dance floor.

We are having two events:

Friday, September 6th
- Welcome Dance from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.

Saturday, September 7th
- Dance workshop from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m
- Lunch will be provided after the workshop
-Tea Dance from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m.
A Tea with light refreshments will be provided after the Tea Dance

We are privileged to have Rebecca Blackhall-Peters as the instructor, and
live music provided by Kilbirne Station musical ensemble from Vancouver.

Price: Full weekend including Friday night & all day Saturday - $75
Tea Dance Only - $45

Where to Stay: The Ramada - 1050 Eckhardt Ave West, Penticton
Phone 205-492-8926 or Email stay@pentictonramada.com

NSCD, Naramata Scottish Country Dancers, have reserved a block of ten
rooms Sept 6-8 for out-of-town attendees, available only until August 9.
Use group Block Code: 090624NAR.

The City of Penticton will also be hosting two other events on the weekend
of Sept 6 & 7. We encourage you to book your accommodation early.

NSCD will also provide a limited number of billets.
Contact Nancy Laramie at nancylaramie@hotmail.com

**All registrations must be received no later than August 17, 2024**

Click below link for the registration form, dance program & more
https://rscdsvancouver.org/events/naramata-workshp-2024/

or email Nancy Laramie at nancylaramie@hotmail.com

We hope that you can join us in our celebration!.
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Dancing News & Photos

Vancouver Branch Diamond Jubilee Ball

Our 60t Anniversary Diamond Jubilee Ball was a great success.
The ambience in the hall was almost magical. Rosemary Coupe devised
a wonderful, varied program, with dances popular in the earlier years,
newer dances, and dances devised by four of our own Branch members.

Cathrine Conings did a great job with publicity and being liaison
with the musicians. Tereza Cabral suggested the diamond shape that
quickly became a big part of our logo. Seoris Harrison and her team did
a terrific job decorating. Gillian Muir was very organized tracking ticket
sales, seating and special requests. Pat Hollingdale worked diligently with
our new caterers. Treasurer, Susan Stensgaard took care of the fiances.

Alan Le Fevre, a first-time dinner MC, was clear, concise, and
kept us on time. Branch President, Fran Hillier, gave an entertaining
history of the Branch’s early days. Vice-President, Gail Urquhart
graciously thanked the many volunteers it takes to put on such an event.
Simon Scott was honoured to be our Grand Marshall, leading the Grand

March with four flag bearers. Dorothy Hargreaves and Alison Moen made

AR Photos by Kerry McDevitt Sl
a great team briefing the dances and keeping us on track. Stewart
Cunningham manned the wine ticket sales table, Maureen Lyon gave us
the Selkirk Grace, and photographer Kerry McDevitt took lots of pictures.
A special thank you to Fran and Sandy Caruth who chauffeured,
housed, fed and entertained our musicians. From the calls, emails and
accolades, Marian and Max did not disappoint. A splendacious time was
had by all and | am very proud to have been part of this amazing team!
Mary Ann McDevitt

Grand March photo by Rosemary Coupe. See the Branch website
Event Photos for more Ball and White Rock Platinum dance photos.
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