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Left to right:  Phil Holton, Fran Hillier, and Elspeth Rennie
enjoying the Scotfest BC Highland Games in June.

Summer is over, but still lots of memories of fun, fitness & friendship
at the Games and Dancing in the Park!

- Fran Hillier 778.285.1242

- Gail Urquhart 604.433.6081

- Karen Shrimpton 604.469.2433

- Sue Biddle 604.619.1620

- Susan Stensgaard 604.451.1161

RSCDS Vancouver Branch Board of Directors

Elected at the RSCDS Vancouver Branch AGM on October 13, 2023

2

8886 Hudson Street. Vancouver. BC. V6P 4N2 - 604.263.9911

- John Robertson 604.985.1612

Hugh Aspinall 604.510.4141

- Tereza Cabral 778.321.5364

- Roberta Esau 778.317.4125

- Barbara Kisilevsky 604.738.0257

- Cathrine Conings  604.299.6447
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    September has come and gone, and classes are up and running.
Several clubs report new dancers, which is wonderful. The best
advertising still seems to be word of mouth, so keep inviting your friends
and neighbours to join us.

      As I write this we are two days away from the AGM.  By the time you
read it the AGM 2023 will be done and dusted.  It is a time when the Board
says goodbye and thank you to some of its members and hello and
welcome to others.  Leaving the Board this year are Vicki Downey, Fran
Caruth and Stewart Cunningham.  Anticipating the voting tomorrow night,
I say welcome to Susan Stensgaard and Hugh Aspinall.  It is possible of
course, that someone else will be nominated from the floor tomorrow
night, but I’ve only seen this happen once in my 23 years with RSCDS
Vancouver.  Vicki’s position as Past President is not filled for this year as
it is only a one-year position and we have to wait a year to fill it.

     So a big thank you to Vicki, Fran C and Stewart for all their work and
input on behalf of the Board and dancers throughout the Lower Mainland.
Whenever I had a question, an item that needed Board input, or other
issues arose, all three very quickly responded with thoughtful
suggestions. In fact, thoughtful suggestions came in unsolicited but
always welcomed!

     I look forward to a great year with our returning Board members and
with the addition of Susan and Hugh.  I know both of them as contributing
to many events beyond the dance floor and anticipate with pleasure their
input on the Board for the next couple of years (and more?).

   The planning for training new teachers is moving along. We have
received the go ahead from Edinburgh, and now have to set up times for
classes. These, of course, will involve you dancers also, so watch for
when we need your involvement.

     We have many events coming up over the next few months, so I look
forward to seeing you on the dance floor.

Fran Hillier,
President
RSCDS Vancouver Branch

Frae the President
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The Vancouver Branch will not survive without the support of all clubs and
dancers.  Please encourage your fellow dancers to go to our website to
see the benefits of Branch Membership and to join or renew their
membership. https://rscdsvancouver.org/branch-membership/

Deadline for submissions
to the White Cockade

The Vancouver Branch newsletter is published bi-monthly on the 1st of
September, November, January, March, May, and July.  The deadline for
submissions is the 10th day of the preceding month (i.e. December 10th
for the January/February issue).  We welcome and thank you for your
contributions of photos, letters and articles, and will do our best to
accommodate everyone as space permits.

Mary Ann McDevitt - 604.929.2944 or mamcdevitt@shaw.ca

Women’s lightweight dress Stewart
Jacket, barely worn - Size 12/14

$15

Contact Cathrine:  604-299-6447

cathrineconings3@gmail.com

Notices
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 Unless clubs take on these responsibilities, there will be
● No Lady Aberdeen Tea Dance
● No Betwixt and Between Social
● No Burns Supper by the Branch
● No Love to Dance Workshop and Tea Dance
● No  Spring Ball with a band from Scotland
● No Branch sponsored dance classes
● No liability insurance for classes and events
● No Dancing in the Park
● No monthly Ceilidhs
● No Demonstration Team
● No local teacher training
● No CD’s and dance books for your teachers
● No coordination of the clubs’ classes and dance schedules
● No longer part of the worldwide Dancing Community
● No formal association with RSCDS in Edinburgh
● No representation at RSCDS AGM
● No bi-annual magazine from RSCDS Edinburgh
● No access to members’ website in Edinburgh
● No Vancouver Board or Committees
● No Branch Awards
● No White Cockade
● No Vancouver Branch website
● No promotion of SCD throughout BC
● No SCD promotion at the Highland Games
● No Massed Dancing and Dem Team Dancing at the Highland

Games
● No storage of equipment and decorations
● No more

Let’s all do our part to Grow the Branch!
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The first St. Andrew’s ball and supper in the City of Vancouver was held
on November 30th 1887 at the McDonough Hall, on the south-east corner
of Hastings and Columbia Streets and was reported to have been “without
question, the most brilliant affair in the history of the city”. A newspaper
report declared there were between 350 and 400 guests present, and the
City’s population then numbered about 1,000.



Dancing Dates
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Saturday, November 11                             LADY ABERDEEN TEA DANCE

Scottish Cultural Centre           $15 ($10 - 18 & under)
8886 Hudson Street, Vancouver

A donation of food to share is greatly appreciated!

The White Cockade..........................R............................................
**Nellie McKenzie’s Jig.....................J..........K. Bennett,
Spark of Water..................................S......
The Royal Deeside Railway.............R..........................................
Bethankit...........................................J..................M. Stacey,
The Marklands..................................S........Goldring,
The Reel of the 51st  (Men only)......R..........................................
The Reel of the 51st (All)..................R..........................................

Oh Canada.......................................R........Hargreaves,
Terrace Loggers’ Jig.........................J................K. Earl,
Circle of Cheer..................................R.......Hamilton,
Rannoch Moor..................................S...................Goldring,
The Kissing Bridge............................R..........................................
St Andrew’s Fair...............................J............................Goldring,
**The Robertson Rant.......................S..........................................
The Reel of the Royal Scots.............R..........Goldring,

The Burnaby SCD Club looks forward to hosting this
year’s Armistice Day Dance. All proceeds will be
donated to two charities. The Veterans Transition
Network, based in Vancouver BC, was established 25
years ago. Its aims and programs have a major
emphasis on mental health. Honour House in New
Westminster is a home away from home for veterans
needing treatment in the Lower Mainland.
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Friday, November 24                               VANCOUVER CEILIDH DANCE

Scottish Cultural Centre              $15 ($10 Students)
8886 Hudson Street, Vancouver

Everyone Welcome - Loads of fun!
Dance class starts at 7 p.m. - The dance is from 8 to 10:30 p.m.

No experience or partner required - We teach you almost everything!!
Liive music with our resident Ceilidh Band “Calanais.”

https://www.vancouverceilidh.org/

Sunday, November 26                                             DEEP COVE  DANCE

Highlands United Church - 2 p.m.                       $25
3255 Edgemont Blvd, North Vancouver

 Deep Cove invites you to join us for fun, friendship and dancing to
the music of at our St Andrews Afternoon Tea Dance. See
the September/October White Cockade for the program or the Branch
website Event Calendar for the program and dance notes.

             We request that you be vaccinated and have all boosters available
to you.  Masks optional. Hand sanitizer provided. Please do not attend if
you are sick, test positive for Covid or have recent close contact with Covid.
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St. Laurence Church Hall - 7:30 p.m.                                                   $20
825 St Laurence Street, Coquitlam

*The Mayflower.................................R.....................
*McMarley’s Cross............................S...............................
Glenayre Hills...................................J...................................
*Society Piper...................................R........................Goldring,
Anna Holden Strathspey...................S...................Drewry,
*The Happy Anniversary...................J...................................

*Seann Triubhas Willichan...............S................................
Falls of Rogie....................................R....................Attwood,
The Bees of Maggieknockater..........J...........................
*One for All.......................................R..................................Rod Downey

*Denotes easier dances

The Glenayre SCD Club invites
everyone to join us for an evening of fun dancing
to some great music.  Our versatile program will
suit all levels of dancers.

See the RSCDS Vancouver Branch
website for the Dance Notes.
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Scottish Cultural Centre - 7:30 p.m.
8886 Hudson Street, Vancouver             Non-members $15 (Students $7)

(*Denotes easier dances)

*Lamb Skinnet..................................J..........................................
*The Northern Lights.........................S..................
Swiss Lassie.....................................R..........................................
Pelorus Jack.....................................J..........................................
Mr Robert H. McKay.........................S..........................................
*Hedwig’s Reel.................................R.........
The Compleat Gardener...................J...........

*Cutty Sark........................................J..........................................
*The Water of Leith...........................S..........................................
The Kissing Bridge............................R..........................................
The Luckenbooth Brooch.................J..........................................
Triple Happiness...............................S..........................................
*Kendall’s Hornpipe..........................J....................
Da Rain Dancing...............................R.............

Looking for something fun and festive to do between holiday
gatherings?  Come dance to the irresistible music of at our
annual Betwixt & Between dance, sponsored in part by the Mary Wattum
Fund.  We hope you will bring a small offering of seasonal fare to share
at the supper table during the intermission.

Please do not attend if you are sick or if you have had recent
contact with Covid.  PHO directives will prevail.
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Scottish Cultural Centre - 5:30  p.m.
8886 Hudson Street

 Royal Scottish Country Dance Society, BC Highland
Dance Association, BC Pipers Association, Gaelic Society of Vancouver,
Sons of Scotland, and St. Andrews & Caledonian Society of Vancouver.

( for experienced dancers only)

Gay Gordons (Traditional)................M............................................
The Scotch Circle.............................R..........................................
Arbroath 700.....................................R.........................N. MacLeod,
The Paisley Weavers........................S.....................................
Good Hearted Glasgow....................J.............................................
The Dashing White Sergeant...........R............................................
St. Bernard’s Waltz...........................W...........................................
St Andrew’s Fair...............................J...........................Goldring,
Cherrybank Gardens**.....................S......................Drewry,
The Highland Rambler......................R............................Goldring,
Burns Night.......................................J.......................................
Granville Market................................R...................................2nd  Graded

Auld Lang Syne & Waltz

.

This annual celebration of the life
and poetry of Robert Burns
includes a traditional Scottish
meal, entertainment, dancing to
the wonderful music of

, and a dance program to
suit everyone.
There will be three  classes at
the Scottish Cultural Centre on
Wednesdays, January 10, 17 & 24
from 7:30 p.m to 9:30 p.m.

Scottish Cultural Centre - 5:30  p.m.
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Tell your friends and register early for
this ever popular event. Registration
forms will be online and through your
club in mid-November.  Get more details
as they are announced on the Branch
website Event Calendar at:

https://rscdsvancouver.org/dancing-in-
vancouver/event-calendar/

For more information contact:
Jean Wagstaff (604-371-1939) or Fran Caruth (604-922-6842)

White Rock SCD Club Workshop

The White Rock Club will be hosting a
workshop on

 at the Willoughby Community
Hall, 20809 83rd Avenue, Langley.

Teacher:  Maureen Lyon
Time:  10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Cost:  $20
This is for intermediate and advanced
dancers. Pre-registration is required.
We suggest you register early as
space is limited.

To register, please contact Laurie Lang at
604-944-6678 or ljreel@telus.net
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RSCDS Vancouver Branch proudly presents

Stay tuned to the Vancouver Branch Events Calendar

 at https://rscdsvancouver.org for more details & updates.

Look for the dance program in the Jan/Feb White Cockade

 Diamond Jubilee Ball

Scottish Cultural Centre
8886 Hudson Street, Vancouver

this gala event!
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Dancing News & Photos

2023 - 2024 RSCDS Vancouver Branch
 Board of Directors

Meet the 2023-24 Board of Directors, elected at the October 13th AGM.
Front row, left to right:  Susan Stensgaard, Fran Hillier & John Roberston.
Back row, left to right:  Karen Shrimpton, Tereza Cabral, Sue Biddle, Gail
Urquhart, Roberta Esau, Cathrine Conings, and Hugh Aspinall.
Congratulations to all and a big thank you for taking on this job!

The Agm was followed by dancing to the music of Kilbirnie Station. Left to
right, Janice Hamilton, Kevin Hamilton, Janet Wright & Cathrine Conings.
From the smiles on the dancers’ faces (see next two pages), it appears to
have been fun evening for everyone!
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There was even a visiting
bee & his wife from Salt
Spring (Richard & Catherine
Bennett) dancing The Bees
of Maggieknockater!!!

AGM & Dance photos by Alison Moen & Fran Hillier
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More Highland Game Memories
To help us through the dreary wet, colder days.

And of course there’s still lots of dancing to keep us warm!

Photos by Poh Chan
604.671.2480

- Duncan MacKenzie 604.536.9481

- Frances Caruth 604.922.6842

- Alison Moen 604.980.0428

- Kay Sutherland 604.929.2745

- Katherine Sherman 604.671.2480

- Patsy Jamieson 604.929.4884

 - Mary Ann McDevitt 604.929.2944

- Frances Caruth
                                                      - Jean Wagstaff

604.922.6842
604.371.1939

- Mary Ann McDevitt 604.929.2944

- Heather Hankin 604.730.9581

- Peter Richards 604.929.2745

Frances Caruth 604.922.6842

Fran Hillier
                                                    - Jennifer Shearman

778.285.1242
604.739.3096

- Alison Moen 604.980.0428

RSCDS Vancouver Branch Appointments

https://rscdsvancouver.org/about-branch/board-members/

Click on ‘Send Email’ under the Director’s name

https://rscdsvancouver.org/about-branch/board-appointments/

Click on ‘Send Email’ under the Appointee’s name

https://rscdsvancouver.org/contact/

Click on ‘Send Email’ under the Events or Branch heading

- Alison Moen 604.980.0428

- Fran Hillier 778.285.1242

18

mailto:editor@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:editor@rscdsvancouver.org
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November 11 Lady Aberdeen Tea Dance - RSCDS Vancouver

November 18 St Andrew’s Caledonian Ball

November 24 Vancouver Ceilidh Dance - RSCDS Vancouver

November 26 Deep Cove St Andrew’s Dance

December 8 Glenayre Christmas / 60th Anniversary Dance

December 28 Betwixt & Between - RSCDS Vancouver

January 27 Burns Supper - RSCDS Vancouver Branch

February 4 White Rock Workshop

February 24
Love to Dance Workshop & Tea Dance

RSCDS Vancouver

March 9 Burnaby Spring Dance

April 6 Glenayre Spring Dance

April 18 Diamond Jubilee Ball Walk Through

April 20
Diamond Jubilee Ball celebrating

RSCDS Vancouver Branch 60th Anniversary

May 4 White Rock 70th Anniversary Dance

May 26 Fort Langley Spring Dance

June 14 - 15 92nd Highland Games - Scotfest BC
Town Centre Park - Coquitlam

Mid June to
 Mid August

Dancing in the Park - RSCDS Vancouver
Ceperley Playground in Stanley Park

Vancouver Area Calendar of Events

Times, dates and venues for events and classes are subject to change
or cancellation. Please check the Branch website Event Calendar, the
Club, or the Organizers for details and updates.

Up-to-date Covid vaccination is expected and proof may be required.
Other Covid protocols as required by PHO directives will apply.

Please do not attend events or classes if you are sick, test positive for
Covid, or have had recent close contact with Covid.
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Warmest
Wishes

For a safe and
happy holiday

season!


