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Left to right - Heather Hankin and Shannon Stensgaard, dressed

in their finery, enjoy a dance at the very gala Heather Ball!
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RSCDS Vancouver Branch Board of Directors

Elected at the RSCDS Vancouver Branch AGM on October 14, 2022
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Frae the President
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By the time all of you read this we will have completed a full
year of dancing with a few Dancing In the Park sessions still to go.  It
has been a good year, full of energy, and a welcome return to our
social activities.

Our focus over the next year will be on growth:
● Increasing our numbers of trained teachers.
● Finding new members
● And increasing our membership amongst those already

dancing who have not yet joined RSCDS.

If you belong to a club that does not require membership in the
Branch from all its members, please talk us up. Your influence is the
best advertising we have.  The Branch provides a lot of things to all
clubs in the Lower Mainland, whether they all have membership with
us or not.

Branch membership includes:
●  Liability insurance
● Teacher training and support
● Major social events
● And a whole lot more

If we increase our numbers, we reduce the amount it costs
each individual member to support these things. It also helps all
dancers to feel a stronger connection to the dancing community as a
whole.

We had a great year in 2022/23.  Let’s have an even better
one in 2023/24!

 Have a safe and happy summer.  See you on the dance floor.

Fran Hillier, President
RSCDS Vancouver
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Notices

RSCDS Vancouver Branch
Annual General Meeting

The Annual General Meeting to the Vancouver Branch of the
Royal Scottish Country Dance Society will be held at the Scottish Cultural
Centre, 8886 Hudson Street, Vancouver on .
Members are urged to attend the meeting at which there will be the
opportunity of offer feedback on past events, provide suggestions for
future events and activities, and vote in the election of Directors for the
2023-2024 season.

(See page 9 for membership details)

Any two members of the Branch may nominate a candidate for
any Board position. Nominations may be mailed to the Corresponding
Secretary, care of the Scottish Cultural Centre, 8886 Hudson Street,
Vancouver, BC, V6P 4N2 or presented at the AGM. Written consent is
required of any nominee who will not be present at the AGM.

A complete document package comprising of the Minutes of the
2022 AGM, the financial statements for the 2022-2023 fiscal year,
nominations, and reports will be posted to the Branch website in October.

 Stay after the meeting to join in the dancing.  The programme and
dance notes will be posted on the website Events Calendar.

If you are interested in volunteering for any of our Committees or
becoming a Branch Board member, please contact the Committee
Chair or the Branch Board President. You will work with an amazing
group of people and it will be a rewarding experience.  Thank you.
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A Fond Farewell to A. R. (Al) Hughes
January 28, 1929 to February 24, 2023

     It is with great sadness that we announce the
passing of Al Hughes. He is survived by his loving
wife of 71 years, Helen;  children, Elaine and Mark;
six grandchildren; and three great grandchildren.
     Al was born in Dundee, Scotland and came to
Canada with Helen in 1953. After a short stay in
Ontario, they lived in Vancouver for ten years
before moving to North Vancouver in 1964.
     Al loved to ballroom dance, work in the yard, do

repairs, read, and watch sports (with soccer and football his favourites).
An avid traveler, he and Helen visited over 50 countries. In addition to
spending time with his family, Al was an active volunteer for many years
with the Lynn Valley Soccer Association, the Sons of Scotland and the
Royal Scottish Country Dance Society.
    Al supported Helen in all her SCD activities,  was
associated with many SCD but somehow managed
to avoid learning the pas de basque!!  He was a
willing volunteer for many Branch events and some
club events. Helen and Al were familiar figures  for
many years and the first two people you saw when
coming in the door - Helen at the ticket desk and Al
selling bar tickets. They have been involved in the
Vancouver area Scottish country dancing scene
since 1970.  For over 20 years, the Hughes mailed
out the White Cockade newsletters. Al also assisted
the Children’s Committee at its events and, their tent
at the Highland Games. In fact, he was
everywhere he was needed in a helping capacity
including at Branch workshops or special events. While not a registered
member of the Branch, Al was very much part of it, and he and Helen
were presented with a truly deserved RSCDS Vancouver Branch award
in 2009.
     Al was a proud Scottish Canadian.  His life was a life fully lived.  He is
very much missed.

                                                   Elspeth Rennie

Branch Award photo compliments of the Branch Archives
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In Memoriam – William (Bill/Tosh) MacKintosh
February 26, 1946 – May 29, 2023

It is with great sadness that I write
these words.  Following a lengthy battle
with cancer, Bill MacKintosh passed away,
his family by his side, at Langley Hospice

on May 29th.
Bill was such a charismatic, witty,

energetic person.  He will be sorely missed
by Louise and the family...and by his many

friends in soccer, golf and Scottish country dancing.  Indeed, his passing
will be very deeply felt by so many of us who have known him and enjoyed
his company over the years.  The dancing community, and the Glenayre
club especially, will certainly feel a great loss.

A complete obituary is published in the June 2nd edition of
 and the .  Click on below link to view.

https://vancouversunandprovince.remembering.ca/obituary/william-
mackintosh-1088338004

Louise & Bill with Ruth Jappy at the 2008 Delta Spring Fling

Photo by Mairi Maxwell
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"Paul Lowe has been a stalwart member of the Vancouver

Branch for the last twenty years. He is a well-rounded individual who

consistently supports Branch functions and is always available to help.

 His planning and organizational skills have contributed to the success of

many events. Paul served on the Branch Board and was Chair from 2011

to 2013.  He was a member of the Tam O’Shanter Dancers demonstration

team that entertained and spread awareness of Scottish Country

Dancing.  He also served for many years on the executive of the White

Rock Club.   Paul is our computer guy; he ensures that the myriad

computer systems that are used in the Branch are working properly.

Whenever anyone needs a problem solved in a computer application,

his is the name that immediately springs to mind. A good example was

his provision of technical support for the Branch’s Zoom variety shows

In Memory of an unsung hero and a friend
Paul Lowe (June 20, 1944 to June 6, 2023)

 Paul Lowe passed away on June 6, 2023.  He was pre-deceased
by his wife, Janice, on September 2, 2022.  Both Paul & Janice have been
dancing for over 20 years and were members of both the White Rock and
Burnaby clubs.  In September, 2021 Paul received the Branch Award with
the following Citation –
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during the COVID-19 pandemic. On an ongoing basis, and vital for the

Branch’s operations, is the Membership database that Paul designed and

implemented. He now continues with the never-ending task of monitoring,

maintaining, and upgrading this database so that it is always available and

up to date. Paul has never let us down, and he works cheerfully, quickly,

and with an understanding of the needs and skills of the user. Paul is one

of the unsung heroes of the Branch, a tower of strength in the background,

and a deserving recipient of a Branch Award. In addition to his service to

the Branch, he is a likable and thoughtful person who is also an

accomplished dancer. These characteristics reinforce the reasons

for making this award.”

Paul and Janice will both be sorely missed.  Our condolences go
out to their family.             Duncan Mackenzie

Branch Award Photo by Cathrine Conings

Above photos by Kerry McDevitt

Left:  Paul at the 2018 Lady Aberdeen Dance

Right:  Janice & Paul in the 2017 Heather Ball Grand March
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RSCDS Vancouver Branch 2023-24 Membership
▪

The 2023-24 year begins July 1st.  Membership fees are now due
and payable through paypal  (i.e. credit card) on the Branch website or by
cheque mailed to the Membership Director

Go to rscdsvancouver.org. Click on Register Online on the
sidebar and follow the instructions

Or download the Registration Form and mail with cheque to
Barbara Kisilevsky, RSCDS Vancouver Branch Membership Director,
#410–1445 Marpole Ave, Vancouver, BC V6H 1S5.

We thank you for your continued support of the RSCDS
Vancouver Branch, which includes:

▪ The online bi-monthly Branch newsletter ( The White Cockade)
▪ The Branch Teacher Certification Program every 2 years
▪ Liability insurance on all members and persons attending RSCDS

or local club events in Canada
▪ Registered membership with RSCDS Headquarters in Edinburgh
▪ Access to the RSCDS HQ website rscds.org
▪ A twice yearly magazine from RSCDS HQ with information and

articles on Scottish country dancing worldwide
▪  A 10% discount on most recordings, publications & merchandise

purchased through the RSCDS shop

Click on the below link for more information on Branch Membership.

https://rscdsvancouver.org/branch-membership/

In order to receive newsletters, magazines and email bulletins, it
is important that contact information is kept up to date. Please send email
message to the Membership Secretary regarding any changes.

Dancing Dates
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Mondays, June 19 - August  14                         DANCING IN THE PARK

Ceperley Playground 7 - 9 pm        FREE
Stanley Park

We’ve been Dancing in the Park for over 70 years.  Please join
us on Monday evenings  throughout the summer at Ceperley Playground
in Stanley Park.  Enjoy the sunset while entertaining the tourists. Bring
your visitors and families to try out the easy dances offered each week to
encourage new people to try Scottish Country Dancing. Thank you to the
clubs and teachers who are able to sponsor a night.

● June 19 - Burnaby - Cathrine Conings
● June 26  - Vancouver Branch -  Mary Murray and Fran Caruth

with the Branch Demonstration Team, Strictly Scottish
● July 3 - NO DANCING  (Holiday weekend)
● July 10 - Deep Cove - Kay Sutherland
● July 17 - Glenayre - Jean Wagstaff and Fran Hillier
● July 24 - Vancouver Branch - Katherine Shearman
● July 31 - Fort Langley - Louise Murphy
● August 7 - NO DANCING (Holiday weekend)
● August 14 - Gleneagles - Alison Moen

See the insert for the Dance Programs and the
Branch website Events Calendar for the Dance Notes and more.



Scott Meikle............................R................................Book 46
Macdonald of the Isles............S...................Carnforth, Coll.2
**It Should be Fun...................J................Goldring, Graded 3
**Deil Amang the Tailors.........R................................Book 14
**The Ferryboat.......................R.....................Let’s All Dance
Australian Ladies....................R.............. Glasgow Assembly
Dream Catcher........................S................................Book 45
**Terrace Loggers Jig.............J..................Ruby Anniversary
**Highland Man’s Umbrella.....R............... Glasgow Diamond
**Peanut and Jelly...................J...............Let’s All Dance Too
Miss Eleanor...........................S................................Book 49
West’s Hornpipe......................R.........................RSCDS 5/65

**A Highland’s Welcom...........R..............................B. Forbes
**High Country Mixer..............J...............................Unknown
The Montgommeries’ Rant......R................................Book 10
**12 Coats Crescent...............S................................Book 40
**Ceud Mile Failte...................R................................A. Moen
The Irish Rover.......................R.................................J. Cosh
White Heather Jig...................J..................................J. Cosh
**Summer on the Clyde..........S.......................SCD Archives
Miss Johnstone of Ardrossan. R...........................R. Goldring
**Grassmarket Reel................R..............................T. Wilson
Scott Meilke............................R................................Book 46
**Deil Amang the Tailors.........R................................Book 14

**The Mountain Stream...........R............... Graded & Social 3
**Hammock Jig.......................J...............Bennett, Katannuta
Scott Meikle............................R................................Book 46
**Highland Welcome...............R.................... Craigievar Bk 1
**The Saint John River............S............ New Brunswick Coll.
Bratach Bana..........................R................. 30 Popular Vol. 2
**It Should Be Fun..................J................ Graded & Social 3
**Festival Interceltique............R...........Brockbank, Magazine
Miss Eleanor...........................S................................Book 49
**The Yorkshire Man...............J................... Deep Cove Coll.
Mairi’s Wedding......................R................. 30 Popular Vol. 2
**Jig to the Music....................J..................... 2nd Graded Bk
**Deil Amang the Tailors.........R................................Book 14
**Flowers of Edinburgh...........R..................................Book 1

Flowers of Edinburgh..............R..................................Book 1
Mrs. Stewart’s Jig....................J.................................Book 35
**A Wee Nothing.....................J...................Moments in Time
**Down Unda..........................R..................Devil’s Quandary
Macdonald of the Isles............S.............Haynes, Carnforth 2
The Lass of Richmond Hill......R.....................2nd Graded Bk
**Ceilidh Madness...................R..............Let’s All Dance Too
**A Scottish Jig.......................J......................Let’s All Dance
Islay Strathspey......................S.................Miss Milligan Coll.
Dancing Bees..........................R.................. Graded & Social
**Duke of Atholl’s Reel............J.................................Book 16
**One for the Road..................R...................New Forest Coll

Good Hearted Glasgow..........J.................Guide (ex-Collins)
Catch the Wind.......................R................................Book 45
**The Ferryboat.......................R.....................Let’s All Dance
**Mamie’s Jig..........................J......................Let’s All Dance
Paisley Weavers.....................S..................Carnforth, Coll. 6
Mairi’s Wedding......................R....................Cosh, 22 SCD’s
**Scotch Mixer........................J...............................Unknown
**The White Cockade..............R..................................Book 5
Granville Market......................J......................2nd Graded Bk
Bruce’s Men............................S...........Goldring, Scotia Suite
**It Should Be Fun..................J.................Graded & Social 3
**See You Again.....................R.....................Let’s All Dance
Jennifer’s Jig...........................J.................Drewry, Silver City
Trip to Timber Ridge...............R................................Book 52

The Hammock Jig...................J............Katannuta, Saltspring
**Festival Interceltique............R...........Brockbank, Magazine
**Andrew & Gordon’s Jig........J................Goldring, Graded 2
**Ping......................................J...................................Ceilidh
Scott Meikle............................R................................Book 46
Culla Bay.................................S................................Book 41
**Highland Fair........................J.............................Graded Bk
**Virginia Reel.........................R..................................Ceilidh
Neidpath Castle......................S................................Book 22
Bratach Bana..........................R.........................30 Popular 2
Laird of Milton’s Daughter.......J.................................Book 22
**Ceud Mille Faite...................R..................................Ceilidh
Reel of the Royal Scots..........R.................Goldring, Leaflets

The Shetland Shepherdess....J......................3rd Graded Bk
**The Ferryboat.......................J.....................Let’s All Dance
**The Barmkin.........................R....................2nd Graded Bk
**Friendships...........................S.....................3rd Graded Bk
The Kissing Bridge..................R...............................Book 47
**Mamie’s Jig..........................J..........................Honolulu Bk
Neidpath Castle......................S...............................Book 22
**Lamb Skinnett......................J................................Book 14
**Virginia Reel.........................R................Guide (ex-Collins)
Complete Gardener................J......................3rd Graded Bk
Extras:
The Royal Deeside Railway....R...............................Book 40
**Andrew & Gordon’s Jig........J............... Graded & Social 2

Dancing in the Park - Mondays - June 19 to August 14 - 7pm to 9pm - Ceperley Playground in Stanley Park

https://rscdsvancouver.org/dancing-in-
vancouver/dancing-in-the-park/
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The Asilomar Weekend Workshop is a magical weekend held annually at
the Asilomar Conference Grounds, a national Historic Landmark on the
spectacular Monterey Peninsula, California. The Asilomar Weekend
starts with an informal welcome dance and ceilidh on Friday night,
followed by classes on Saturday and a formal ball in the historic Julia
Morgan designed Merrill Hall on Saturday evening. Walking on the
adjacent Asilomar beach is a popular "Rest and Be Ready" Saturday
afternoon activity. The weekend finishes with a combined class on
Sunday morning. Whether you are a dancer with one year of dance
experience or you're a non-dancer, we encourage you to attend and
experience the charm of Asilomar and Scottish Country dancing.

 Weekend Workshop at Asilomar

A San Francisco Branch Tradition

October 27-29, 2023

The Seattle Branch RSCDS will have a special one-day workshop, dinner
and ball on SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2023 at the beautiful Leif
Erikson Hall to celebrate the RSCDS Centenary (1923 - 2023).

Stay tuned to the Seattle Branch RSCDS website for details.

https://rscds-seattle.org
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Dancing News & Photos

Deep Cove Spring Dance

On Saturday, April 22, Deep Cove was delighted to host our first
dance since 2019! Despite gloomy, wet weather we had a very good turn
out and participants enjoyed delicious refreshments provided by our
members at the break. Kay Sutherland devised a varied and enjoyable
selection of dances and with Alison Moen, led us expertly through the
programme. We very much appreciated the support from other members
of the Scottish Country Dancing community and were especially pleased
to welcome some newcomers to dancing.  They have been attending the
new North Shore beginners class, Lonsdale Dance Scottish. The event
marked the completion of our first full season and was a promising return
to dancing.   Linda Robertson,  Deep Cove Manager

Left to right - Katherine Shearman, Kerry McDevitt, Louise Murphy and
Mary Ann McDevitt.  We did not anticipate the dark walls which resulted
in less clarity, but we did manage to lighten a few photos. Mary Ann

Photos by Kerry McDevitt


