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The white

Dancers from Vancouver School of Highland Dance performing
at the Vancouver Branch Burns Supper January 28th

Duncan Mackenzie at the March 4th Love to Dance party says ‘go girl’ to
Alison Moen.  Pick me up on your way back!

Photo by Kerry McDevitt

- Fran Hillier 778.285.1242

- Gail Urquhart 604.433.6081
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- Sue Biddle 604.619.1620

- Stewart Cunningham 604.261.0162

RSCDS Vancouver Branch Board of Directors

Elected at the RSCDS Vancouver Branch AGM on October 14, 2022
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8886 Hudson Street. Vancouver. BC. V6P 4N2 - 604.263.9911
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- Frances Caruth 604.922.6842

- Tereza Cabral 778.321.5364

- Roberta Esau 778.317.4125
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- Cathrine Conings  604.299.6447
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Frae the President
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Since our last newsletter we held another successful Love to
Dance after a hiatus of two years. We just squeaked in this event in 2020
before COVID hit us. Our numbers this year were close to those in 2020,
which was wonderful.  My thanks to Fran Caruth and Jean Wagstaff for
chairing this event and to everyone who helped.

Our next exciting event  is the Heather Ball. Everything is booked
for Colin Dewar and Alisdair Macleod to come and provide great music, not
only for the Ball, but for a concert the following day. These dedicated
musicians fly in from Scotland on Friday, play for us on Saturday, provide a
concert on Sunday, and fly home Sunday night to go to work on Monday.
Hopefully neither of them ever needs to sleep. If you have not purchased
your ticket through your club, then please purchase online soon. It really
helps the organizers to know that ticket sales will be sufficient. You can
purchase tickets for just the Ball, just the concert, or both. The concert is
suitable for non-dancing friends and family. This is also the 100th
anniversary of the RSCDS which will be acknowledged at the Heather Ball.
So, be a part of that too.

Other things your Branch Board is working on include:

●  Looking at all the materials the Branch has, including some recent
donations. These include many dance books, leaflets, some CDS and other
material, not to mention a few kilts. A number of you purchased CDs
donated by Shirley Nicholsen’s estate. We are pleased her musical
collection is being shared by so many. The dance books are being sorted
to be available for new teachers.

● Taking a look at succession training for teachers.

● Considering how to encourage more Branch memberships. We have
emphasised increasing the numbers of dancers, but are also looking at how
to get current dancers to join the Branch. If you have dancing friends who
have not yet joined, talk with them about it.  All clubs benefit from the work
of the Branch, which supports the teachers, provides liability insurance to
all clubs, plus numerous other benefits. These are financially covered by
membership dues, so increasing members can keep fees down!

Next in line is the Highland Games – please consider volunteering
to dance and watch for information on how this will work.  I look forward to
seeing all of you at the Heather Ball and other club events.

Fran Hillier, President
RSCDS Vancouver

Notices
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The 2023 British Columbia Highland Games
ScotFestBC Welcomes the World!

The 91st British Columbia Highland Games & World Music Festival takes
place Friday, Saturday and Sunday, June 16, 17 & 18 with the world
famous heavy events, Highland piping and dancing, live Celtic music and
fun at this family-friendly event. NEW THIS YEAR: a free World Music
Festival on Father's Day, Sunday, June 18!  Come for the weekend, come
for one day, it all takes place at Town Centre Park in Coquitlam on the
shores of LaFarge Lake.

For more details, tickets, or to volunteer at the Games go to:

https://scotfestbc.com/

 JP Fell Pipe Band Photo
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RSCDS Vancouver is a major participant in the Highland Games
and Scottish Country Dancing is one of the highlights.

This year the Highland Games will now be held over three days.
The Vancouver Branch is hoping to provide some dancing and audience
participation opportunities for the Highland Games visitors on both the
Saturday and Sunday by creating teams for each day. This is yet another
change to the way we can capitalize on the Highland Games to promote
Scottish Country Dancing.
  The organization of teams will likely start with the clubs but
we have reserved practice space at the Centre on Mondays - May 29th,
June 5th and 12th. The final rehearsal on June 12th will be on site at
Lefarge Park (weather permitting).  Stay tuned.

Fran Caruth

 Scottish Country Dancing will also be promoted at our display
tent. We will distribute advertising, explain the health benefits of this
wonderful activity, and encourage people to join one of our many classes
around the lower mainland. If you can spare an hour or two to assist at
our tent on either the Saturday or Sunday - or even both days - that would
be great.  We will need more volunteers this year!

Please contact: cathrineconings3@gmail.com
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Scottish Country Dance Teachers’ Association (Canada)

On their 65th Anniversary & 50th Summer School

What is TAC?

 To teach, inspire, and connect Scottish country dance
teachers in North America and beyond.

▪ To train and support all levels of teachers and instructors of SCD
within the RSCDS framework.

▪ To foster high quality teaching that supports individual dancers
and all types of classes.

▪ To encourage involvement in Scotland's heritage of country
dancing by promoting its learning, enjoyment, and sociability.

▪ To make available and promote resources for reference and
instruction, including dance descriptions and recorded music.

▪ To nurture the development of musicians for Scottish country
dancing.

▪ To facilitate communication and relationships between dance
teachers, instructors, supporters, organizations, and musicians.

▪ To archive and preserve, in an accessible form, TAC's history of
supporting Scottish country dancing.

▪

By 2028, we envision a vibrant TAC that supports a thriving SCD
community in North America through additional and diverse events, a
sound financial foundation, and compelling membership value.

For more information on TAC visit: https://tac-rscds.org/
See page 13 for this year’s 50th  Summer School in Nova Scotia
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             VANCOUVER BRANCH CLASSES

Monday Nights 7:30 to 9:30 pm
at the Scottish Cultural Centre

SPRING SESSION
EVERYONE WELCOME!

A Combined Class of five (5) evenings

 from April 17th to May 15th

Teacher:  Mary Murray
$40 for the term or $10 drop-in

All dancers require RSCDS membership - see below link

https://rscdsvancouver.org/branch-membership/

____________________________________________________________

Wednesday Nights at the Centre - 7:30 - 9:30 p.m.
The Program Class Spring Session

April 26th to May 24th

The Spring Session for the Wednesday night class will consist of five (5)
evenings that will focus on the program. The May 24 class
will be the last class before the summer recess when we have Highland
Games practices and Dancing in the Park.

Teachers for this term:
Alison Moen, Kay Sutherland and Fran Caruth.

 $40 for the term
or

 $10 Drop-in

Eileen Powell 1929 - 2023
Eileen died peacefully at the age of 93 on
March 15th.  She had an interesting and active
life. Eileen was born in Kelowna in 1929. In
1949 she received a scholarship and moved to
England to study music. There she met and
married Michael. The couple lived in many
places for Michael’s work. Their daughter Rose
was born in Northern Ireland and son David in
Kuala Lumpur. In 1976 the Powells moved
back to Kelowna and took over the family
orchard. Both Eileen and Rose were
enthusiastic Scottish country dancers. After
Michael passed away, they moved to North

Vancouver and Rose joined Gleneagles.  Many of us met  and loved
Eileen.  We send  our sympathy and best wishes to Rose and David.

 Margaret Doughty,
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An Invitation from White Rock SCD Club

The White Rock Club is pleased to announce that the last day of their
dancing season will be to review the dances for the 2023 Heather Ball.

Everyone is Welcome!

Wednesday, May 24th from 7:00 to 9:30 p.m.

Sullivan Hall, 6306 - 152nd Street, Surrey

(152nd Street & 64th Avenue)

Cost:  $7.00

Please bring your own water or juice

Up-to-date Covid vaccination required
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In Loving Memory of Derek Bisset
February 1, 1938 to February 28, 2023

With great sadness, we announce the
sudden passing of a beloved husband, father,
and grandfather.  Derek was vacationing with his
family when he passed away. Derek was born in
Ross-shire, Scotland and educated in Aberdeen
University. He left for Canada and spent his
career in teaching. Derek is survived by Chris,
his wife of 62 years, his two daughters, and three
grandchildren.

Derek and Chris were one of the original three couples who,  with
an enthusiastic teacher in training Rebecca Blackhall-Peters, founded the
Fort Langley Voyageurs in 1999.  This initial group set some guidelines,
and the success of the club has come from sticking with them.

Derek and Chris continued to be supportive members  of  the Fort
Langley Voyageurs and involved in the administration of the club.  Each
year they opened their home and beautiful garden to the members for the
club’s annual picnic and barbecue.

Many of our dancers will
have known Derek, as he and Chris
were long-time dancers with both
the Fort Langley and White Rock
clubs. His presence will be missed
both on the dance floor and by his
family and many friends.

Our condolences go out to
his wife Chris and his family.

Chris & Derek
at the 2018

Fort Langley Whisky Tea Dance

Photo by Helene Nelson

Dancing Dates
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Scottish Cultural Centre                                               $15 (Students $10)
8886 Hudson Street, Vancouver

No experience necessary.  We
teach you almost everything.
Loads of fun and live music too
with our resident band ‘Calanais’!

Class starts at 7:00 p.m. and the dance is from 8:00 to 10:30 p.m.

Scottish Cultural Centre  7 p.m.                                                            $10
8886 Hudson Street, Vancouver

Fran Caruth will walk us through the Heather
Ball dances from 7 to 9 p.m.  Don’t be late if you
want to catch as many dances as possible in
the time allotted. The dances will also be
covered at the Vancouver Branch Program
Classes on Wednesdays - April 26 to May 24
from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.  And, you can review the
dance notes with video links in advance at:

Heather Ball Dance Notes

Please bring your own juice or water!

Up-to-date Covid Vaccination Required.



RSCDS Vancouver Branch
proudly presents

Saturday, May 27
A Champagne reception,  supper, the Grand March,
then dancing to the irresistible music of Scotland’s

renowned Colin Dewar and Alasdair Macleod

Stay for shortbread & shandies after the dance!

The 2023 heather ball weekend

https://rscdsvancouver.org/

$120 for the Ball or $140 Ball & Concert

Concert only tickets $30

Up-to-date Covid vaccination required for both events
Please do not attend if you are sick or have come in close contact with

Covid.  Be prepared to show proof of vaccination if requested.

Sunday, May 28 at 2 p.m.
An Afternoon Concert of Accordion & Piano Music

Holy Trinity Anglican Church

1440 West 12th Avenue
Vancouver

Concert only or tickets bought
at the door $30

 Colin Dewar  Alasdair Macleod

See the Branch website for the Programme & Dance Notes
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Dancing in the Park 2023

Mark your calendars!

Mondays, June 19 to August 14

      Beginner/Tourist friendly dances every night

     and favourites for more experienced dancers

See you in the Park

https://rscdsvancouver.org/
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Enjoy a week of dancing in
 Halifax, Nova Scotia

Dancers of all levels welcome

Teachers
Sharon Barker (Canada)

Gary Coull (Scotland)
Alan Twhigg (USA)
Ron Wallace (USA)

Musicians
Kathy Fraser Collins (Director)

Fred Collins, Ian Muir, Judi Nicolson,
Gary Thomas, Don Wood

TAC Summer School July 30 – August 6, 2023

Register online at:
tac-rscds.org

Sponsored by:  Scottish Country Dance
Teachers’ Association (Canada)

Register
now!
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Dancing News & Photos

Love to Dance Workshop & Tea Dance

It was so lovely to see everyone back dancing together. We had
45 dancers joining the morning program and another 27 dancers joined
us for the afternoon dance.  At one memorable moment in the afternoon
there were eight sets dancing together. Quite wonderful to see!

For the morning classes we had a highly skilled team of teachers
and musicians. Rebecca Blackhall-Peters from Summerland and Gael
Forster from Victoria were our teachers. Mary Ross, Cathrine Conings
and Lukasz Weiczorek provided great music. Listening to the chatter at
lunch time, we know everyone enjoyed the morning and the evaluation
forms confirmed a very high level of approval.

Photos by Kerry McDevitt
Left:  Teachers, Rebecca Blackhall-Peters & Gael Forster;

Right: Gail Urquhart, Alison Kwan Miu, Alan Le Fevre & Ally Haung
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Our fabulous team of volunteers lead by Jean Wagstaff, Fran
Hillier and Roberta Esau provided us with goodies and nourishing food
before and during the event. You and your helpers are the greatest! Other
volunteers working behind the scenes arranged registrations, notices,
decorations, not to mention set up and clean up. Thanks to all of you. We
couldn’t have done it without you.

The afternoon dance was also a great success, with everyone
dancing to the lively tunes played by Mary Ross and her “Band”. We really
do enjoy having Mary play for us. Thank you, Mary.

But, none of this could have happened if our dancers had not
come to show their Love of Dancing. You brought your energy, sunny
dispositions and enthusiasm. So very rewarding for the volunteers and
organizers to see everyone enjoying themselves. Thank you. See you
next year.

Fran Caruth
Dance Coordinator

More photos by Kerry.

Top - Gail’s smile says it all.

Bottom - Linda Robertson (left) and
Heather Hankin enjoying a dance.

See the Branch website Event Photos
page for lots more memories of a
lovely day.  Thank you Fran and team!
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Burnaby Club Spring Dance Party

Two special occasions were marked on March 25 as Burnaby
celebrated its 50th Birthday, and the Vancouver Fiddle Orchestra played
its first dancing assignment in three years!

The party was well attended and everyone really enjoyed the fine
music, the dancing, the food and the excellent company! Alas, that lovely
venue, the Confederation Seniors’ Centre, is slated to be torn down in the
near future. With luck we might manage one more dance there!

It was March 8, 2020 when the Burnaby group squeaked in the
last pre-Covid club party! Thank goodness all our gatherings are showing
signs of recovery from the pandemic!

Thanks to the many people who pitched in to make this a
successful event!

Cathrine Conings, Burnaby SCDC Teacher

Photos by Kerry McDevitt

Gleneagle’s Ann de Kock (right) said it was great to be dancing again!
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Gerry Stensgaard (left)
and Alan Le Fevre

celebrate the dance.

Below, Burnaby’s own
‘Flower of Glasgow’

Cathy Devlin
is all smiles.

Below left, Vicki Downey
and David Jackson

See the Branch website
Event Photos page

for more party photos
by Kerry McDevitt
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 It was indeed a delightful afternoon to be dancing once again to
the Vancouver Fiddle Orchestra. Their great music and Cathrine’s
program kept us on our toes to the end.

Alison Moen and I were happy to help with the briefing to allow
Cathrine to play with the VFO without running back and forth from the
podium to her keyboard.
 And many thanks to the Burnaby Club for their hospitality and all
that wonderful food.                                                            Mary Ann McDevitt

Happy 50th Birthday Burnaby!
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604.671.2480

- Duncan MacKenzie 604.536.9481

- Alison Moen 604.980.0428

- Kay Sutherland 604.929.2745

- Katherine Sherman 604.671.2480

- Patsy Jamieson 604.929.4884

- Cathrine Conings
                                 - Mary Ann McDevitt

604.299.6447
604.929.2944

- Frances Caruth
                                                      - Jean Wagstaff

604.922.6842
604.371.1939

- Mary Ann McDevitt 604.929.2944

- Laurie Johnson 604.222.2519

- Peter Richards 604.929.2745

Frances Caruth 604.922.6842

Fran Hillier
                                                    - Jennifer Shearman

778.285.1242
604.739.3096

- Alison Moen 604.980.0428

RSCDS Vancouver Branch Appointments

____________________________________________________________

https://rscdsvancouver.org/about-branch/board-members/

Click on ‘Send Email’ under the Director’s name

https://rscdsvancouver.org/about-branch/board-appointments/

Click on ‘Send Email’ under the Appointee’s name

https://rscdsvancouver.org/contact/

Click on ‘Send Email’ under the Events or Branch heading

- Alison Moen 604.980.0428

- Louise Murphy 604.987.3792

April 28
Vancouver Ceilidh Dance - RSCDS Vancouver

(Last Ceilidh of the season)

May 26 Heather Ball walk-through - RCDS Vancouver

May 27 Heather Ball - RSCDS Vancouver Branch

May 28
 An Afternoon Concert of Accordion & Piano with
Colin Dewar & Alasdair Macleod - RSCDS Vanc.

June 16 to 18 ScotfestBC - 91st BC Highland Games
& World Music Festival   - Coquitlam

Mondays June 19
to August 14

Dancing in the Park - RSCDS Vancouver

July 28 to 30 TAC Teachers’ Conference Weekend - Halifax

July 30 to August 6  TAC 50th Summer School - Halifax

September 30
Seattle Branch Workshop to celebrate the

RSCDS Centenary - Seattle

Calendar of Events
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Times, dates and venues for events and classes are subject to change
or cancellation. Up-to-date vaccinations and poof of vaccination may be
required for classes and/or events. Please check the Branch website
Event Calendar, the Club, or the Organizers for details and updates.

  Please do not attend classes or events if you are sick.

Deadline for submissions

To the White Cockade

The Vancouver Branch Newsletter is published bi-monthly on the 1st  of
September, November, January, March, May and July. The deadline for
submissions is the 10th day of the preceding month (i.e. June 10th for the
July/August issue). We welcome all your contributions of photos, letters
and articles. We will do our best to accommodate everyone as space
permits.

Mary Ann McDevitt -mamcdevitt@shaw.ca - 604.929.2944

mailto:editor@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:editor@rscdsvancouver.org

