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Frae the President

Well, 2023 started off with a bang with a most fun and
productive Burns Supper. Thanks to all who helped out. There were a
number of non-RSCDS people there, and at the SCCS level | felt a
shift in their understanding of why we need a big hall. There was also
a strong feeling of united “Scottishness” from that event. Well inspired
and executed!

We now of course move onto the Love to Dance workshop and
dance. Work never stops at the Board.

At the Board level, we have been working on finding consistent
dates for Board events, so that all club events can be fitted into the
calendar. Our goal is to find spaces for everyone’s dances, workshops
and so forth while allowing where possible a two week gap between
events. That way we are not in competition with each other for
participants. This is particularly challenging in the Spring, when we
also have Easter getting in the way. However, | believe we have found
a formula.

This year is the RSCDS 100t Anniversary. We will be
acknowledging that at our Heather Ball in May. Watch for details.
Many of our clubs are reaching big milestones also. Let's work on
keeping SCD going for another 50, 60, 100 years!

As many know, Rosemary Coupe has been not only a long-
time teacher, but a historian for our Branch. Recently she has been
busy sorting out her books and music, of which she has a large
collection. She has made a significant donation of these materials to
the Branch. Our thanks go to Rosemary for all her input for many
years. We will find useful ways to share these materials with as many
dancers as we can, and especially with new teachers.

| look forward to seeing all of you at Love to Dance and the
other events this spring.

.
Fran Hillier
President
RSCDS Vancouver Vancouver

An Afternoon Concert of Accordion & Piano Music

2w, Sunday

Colin Dewar Alasdair Macleod

Colin has played accordion since the age of 4, playing at
village ceilidhs. He went to lessons at age 8 as he wanted to learn to
read music. He started playing for a Scottish Country Dance Class at
age 9 which gave him an excellent grounding for tempo. He won the
Junior Scottish cup at Perth at age 13. And he recorded his first aloum
at age 13. He auditioned for Take the Floor and has done about 38
BBC Broadcasts along with 28 albums. He is very much in demand
with the band playing for Scottish Country Dancing and he teaches
accordion on Skype.

The renowned Alasdair Macleod is equally adept on both the
piano and the accordion. The Colin Dewar Scottish Dance Band with
Alasdair on 2nd accordion played together for over 20 years. And
Alasdair has his own band, the Alasdair Macleod Scottish Ceilidh Band.

For anyone who loves music, both traditional Scottish and a
variety of genres, please join us with your family and friends. This is a
lovely way to spend a Sunday afternoon and a great way to round off
this gala weekend at:

Holy Trinity Anglican Church
1440 West 12th Avenue, Vancouver

See the Branch website Event Calendar for more details
https://rscdsvancouver.org/events/concert-of-scottish-music-may-28-2023/

Up-to-date Covid vaccination required.

[\
Sponsored by RSCDS Vancouver Branch

Vancouver




In Memorium of Jackie Conradi-Robertson

Jackie Conradi-Robertson, a well liked member of the Vancouver
branch class, died on January 9th after a difficult ilness She passed
peacefully at home in the fold of her family

She was a women gifted with many and varied talents. An
acclaimed artist, her paintings can be seen on her Instagram page. Her
vibrant use of colour reflects who she was in life. Her passion for art took
her many times to Europe teaching in France or travelling by bicycle
through the hills of Tuscany which she loved so much. Locally, the
popular, "Artist in Residence" was largely her construct. Her daughter
Camille, herself a talented artist and teacher, participated and displayed
her art alongside her mother.

When Jackie entered a Seniors Triathlon and took home the gold
she was the only participant in her class but she was, as always, an active
contender and never a passive witness to life.

Her son Peter remembers in his childhood, being dressed in
Robertson tartan kilts and attending Scottish events as a family. No
doubt Jackie made those tiny kilts because amongst her many skills she
was an excellent seamstress.

At class Ceilidhs she entertained with the puppets she made for
the delight of her Kindergarten students at Lord Roberts Elementary
school where she taught for many years. Another dancer remembers
meeting her roller skating through the grocery aisles. She was a force of
nature, irrepressible so that even a task as mundane as grocery shopping
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could be an adventure. When Jackie visited her son’s family, then living
in Northern China, she learned Mandarin so that she could converse with
her grandchildren and surprised the local grannies by chatting with them
in their native dialect. She was a fluent French speaker and studied ltalian.

She was a devoted mother and grandmother who loved life, her
family, art, Tango and Scottish Country Dance.

Our condolences to her four children and her ten grandchildren.
She will be missed by all who knew her.

My sincere thanks to Adrian, Peter, Camille and Shane and to
Alan Robertson all of whom shared their insights with such love and
respect for this remarkable women. Patricia Hollingdale

Mary Joan Wright (nee Taylor)
September 29, 1944 - November 24, 2022

Mary was a member of the Gleneagles Scottish
Country Dance Club. She was one of the
strongest and most positive humans. For over
50 years she danced gracefully with numerous
health problems, never once complaining
~ about the pains she experienced. Mary filled
¥ her time with family and so many friends from
work at the Lucas Centre, the West Vancouver United Church, her Deep
Fog Trefoil Guild, Scottish Country Dancing, and the Silver Harbour Choir.
Mary will be greatly missed by her family and friends, but will be
remembered as a loving mother, sister, grandmother, aunt, and friend.

Happy 98th Birthday Cathy!

Cathy Devlin - long time member of
Glenayre, Burnaby, Old Time Dancing,
Thursday Thistles and Delta - will turn 98 | /
on April 17th. Kerry and | got to know [
Cathy and her sense of humour better at a
SCD workshop in Hawaii. And, | had the
pleasure of dancing The Northern Lights
with her when teaching a Burnaby class
this February. Mary Ann McDevitt

Photo by Jean Wagstaff -2023 Burns Supper
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Dancing Dates

Saturday, March 4 LOVE TO DANCE WORKSHOP & DANCE

Scottish Cultural Centre, 8886 Hudson Street, Vancouver
Doors open 8:30 a.m. - Workshop 9:00 p.m. - Dance 2:00 p.m.

Teachers:
Rebecca Blackhall-Peters
Gael Forster

welcoming everyone to .
ming y___ Class Musicians:

a day of fun, music,

Mary Ross - Accordion
Lukasz Wieczorek - Fiddle
Cathrine Conings - Piano

If you miss the workshop, join us for the afternoon dance.
A fun programme suitable for all dancers
with great music by Mary Ross!

See the website Event Calendar for the programme & dance notes.

Pre-registration is required for the workshop!
See https://rscdsvancouver.org/home/2023-love-to-dance-registration/

Dance only tickets can be purchased online or at the door!

For more information contact:
Jean Wagstaff: 604.371.1939 or Fran Caruth: 604.922.6842

Full day workshop & Dance $60
With new member coupon $45
Full-time student $45
Dance only $20 A

Sponsored by RSCDS Vancouver Branch

Full vaccination for COVID is required.
Please be prepared to show proof.
Other COVID protocols as required by PHO directives.
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Saturday, March 25 BURNABY DANCE PARTY

Confederation Seniors Centre - 2 pm $25
4585 Albert Street, Burnaby
(Just NE of Willingdon & Hastings)

Music: Vancouver Fiddle Orchestra

The Burnaby SCD Club is delighted to once again
be holding our annual spring dance to the music of
the VFO. We look forward to welcoming you!

Up-to-date Covid vaccination required.

Programme (*Denotes easier dances)

Shiftin’ Bobbins™......cccccceeeiiiiiiininenns = Clowes, 30 Popular, Vol. 2
Napier's INdeX.........oocceveeeiiiiiiieeennns e Book 45
Butterscotch and Honey................... S....... Attwood, Alexander Leaflet 24
The Lass of Richmond Hill*.............. R 2nd Graded Book
Welcome to Ayr.....ooeccveeveiiiiieeeees o Book 47
The Paisley Weavers®.........cccccoo..e. S 39 Graded Book
Oh Canada........cccoeivcrmeeeiiieeeeee R........ Hargreaves, Deep Cove Coll.
** Bragk ***
The Button Boy.......ccccoveeeeeeeeeiinenn. | T Zobel, Allanton Coll.
A Capital Jig...ceeeoveeereeeeiieeneee e N TR 5 Dances for 2009
The Flower of Glasgow............ccuec.... S Book 46
John of Bon Accord.........occuveeeeenne. R Book 33
Airie Bennan™.........ccccceeeveeieeeeeeeeeeeees J..... Foss, Glendarroch SCD Sheets
The Bon Viveur........cccccooevnnnnee. M(S/R)...eieeee e Book 52
A Trip to Bavaria.......cccceeveieeeeiiieennn. S T Collins Guide to SCD

See the Branch website Events Calendar for the dance notes
https://rscdsvancouver.org/dancing-in-vancouver/event-calendar/




Friday, March 31 VANCOUVER CEILIDH DANCE
$15 (Students $10)

Scottish Cultural Centre
8886 Hudson Street, Vancouver

] Everyone is Welcome!

iie8 No experience or partner necessary. We

"ol o ch you almost everything!! Loads of

| 4fun and live music too with our resident
band ‘Calanais”! Class starts at 7pm and

 the dance is from 8pm to 10:30pm. Our

last Ceilidh of the season will be April 28th.

Saturday, April 22

DEEP COVE SPRING DANCE

Highlands United Church 7 p.m. $20
3255 Edgemont Blvd,
North Vancouver

The Deep Cove Svollish
Deep Cove SCD Club hopes = e
you can join us this year to £
celebrate the return of our
annual “Spring Dance”.

Programme (** For experienced dancers only)

It's Nae Bother.........ooovvvveeeeiniiiiinnnn, N T Haynes, 2nd Graded Book
Shiftin’ Bobbins.......ccccovvvvivvviieeeennns Roeeenne. Clowes, 30 Poputar, Vol. 2
Wind on Loch Fyne™™.......ccccceecveenn. S T Dickson, 30 Popular, Vol. 2
The Cranberry Tart™.......cccccceeerenne Jornee Glasspool, 30 Popular, Vol. 2
Scotland’s Gardens............cccceevuun... R......... Goldring, Auld Friends Meet
The Saint John River.........ccccccc........ S..... Edwards, New Brunswick Coll.
Seton’s Ceilidh Band*™...................... N Fordyce, Morison's Bush Coll.
Fisherman’s Reel™.........ccocooiiinnenn. R Petyt, Dunblance Holiday
S
The Yorkshire Man.........cccccocuvueeeens Jornnnn Hargreaves, Deep Cove Coll.

Northern Lights......ccccociviiiiniiinnn. S Dobie, TAC Silver Aniversary
Blooms of Bon Accord*................... T Drewry, Desside 2
Trip to Timber Ridge........ccccevieeeens | T Henderson, Book 52
Butterscotch and Honey................... S Attwood, Alexander Leaflet 24
The White Heather Jig™*........ccccccoodeviinninnn Cosh, 30 Popular, Vol. 2
De’il Amang the Tailors........ccoooeeeee . Rueecce e Book 1
See the Branch website Events Calendar for the dance notes
https://rscdsvancouver.org/dancing-in-vancouver/event-calendar/
Up-to-date Covid vaccination required
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N RSCDS Vancouver Branch
proudly presents
Vancouver
Darcing to the frresistible mmsic

of Scotlandrs renowned
Colin Dewar & Alasdair Macleod

at the heather ball 2023

Saturday, May 27, 5:45 p.m.
Scottish Cultural Centre
8886 Hudson Street, Vancouver

Start with a Champagne veception,
followed by a full hot supper,
the Grand Marcb, and the Balll

Stay for the soiree after the dance
and wingle with your friends over
a shandy & shortbread!

Tickets on sale now online at: https://rscdsvancouver.org/

or through your local SCD Club

$120 for the Ball or $140 Ball & Concert
RSCDS members $110 for the Ball or $130 for the Ball & Concert
Concert only & tickets bought at the door $30

See the Branch website Event Calendar for the program & dance notes

Up-to-date Covid vaccination required.
Please do not attend if you are sick or have come in close contact with
Covid. Be prepared to show proof of vaccination if requested.
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Events Further Afield

Scottish Country Dance Society

Vancouver Island Scottish Country Dance Society invites you to
our workshop and Ball in Victoria, B.C. on April 1st. We are excited
to have Linda Henderson teach two workshops (Basic-Intermediate
and Experienced). The Tartan Players are back to play for the Ball.

Go to hitps://viscds.ca/ for on-line registration. There is one fee of
$50 for both the workshop and Ball. Registration is now open. After
March 25th the registration fee increases to $55.

We hope you can join us on the dance floor on April 1st.

TAC Summer School
July 30 — August 6, 2023

TAC 50”‘

Summer School

Teachers Enjoy a week of dancing in
Sharon Barker (Canada) Halifax, Nova Scotia
Gary Coull (Scotland)
Alan Twhigg (USA)
Ron Wallace (USA)

Dancers of all levels welcome

Registration
opens in
March

Musicians
Kathy Fraser Collins (Director)
Fred Collins, lan Muir, Judi Nicolson,
Gary Thomas, Don Wood

Check our website for updates
& online registration

tac-rscds.org

Sponsored by: Scottish Country Dance
Teachers’ Association (Canada)

Celebrate'
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Dancing News & Photos

Betwixt & Between

Thanks to the generosity of Mary Wattum, 44 RSCDS members from
across the lower mainland, Seattle, and St John’s (Newfoundland)
received free admission to the 2022 Betwixt and Between dance. The
dance program included familiar and newer dances for all levels. While
attendances numbers were down compared to prior years, incredible
dance sets by Mary Ross kept our feet moving and spirits high all evening.

The intermission was held at the mid-point of the event, rather than at
the end as in recent years. Roberta Esau and her team did an excellent
job, and the catering was smooth and plentiful. Thank you to everyone
who contributed food to the occasion. Special thanks to my decorating
team of Alison Moen, Gail Urquhart, and Jennifer Shearman, and to Pat
Hollingdale and Stewart Cunningham for manning the entrance table.

Mark your calendars for the next Betwixt & Between event on
December 28, 2023. Katherine Shearman -

Photos by Katherine Shearman
Top left: Rosie Ketchum & Jayne Simpson
Top right: Gail Urquhart & Cathy McGuire
Bottom: Shannon Stensgaard & Alan LeFevre |
Many North Shore dancers were disappointed g

when they could not attend due to a large
pothole that wreaked havoc with bridge traffic. |
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Burns Supper

The January 2023 Burns Supper (the first since covid) was a
grand evening of celebration. Rabbie was honoured in words and music
by 160 attendees paying tribute to the Bard’s life and works. All six
Scottish societies came together for this event to create a fantastic
atmosphere of camaraderie, fun and enjoyment.

The traditional Scottish dinner of roast beef and haggis (an
excellent delicacy brought all the way from Victoria) set the tone for the
evening. This was followed by interesting and humorous speeches, lively
entertainment by the Vancouver School of Highland Dancers and our own
Strictly Scottish demonstration team.

Then, with the swirl of kilts and ladies in their finery we danced the
night away to the wonderful music of Mary Ross, concluding the evening
with a rousing chorus of Auld Lang Syne.

Burns Supper Committee
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Congratulations and many thanks to Duncan MacKenzie and his team
for a job well done, as evidenced by the smiles on everyone’s faces!
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Photos by Janet Mason & Jean Wagstaff

Page 1: Sandy Marshall piping in Christine Cardinal & Allan Fairbairn
Top: Vancouver Branch Demonstration Team, Strictly Scottish
Middle: Roberta Esau, Patsy Jamieson, Jonathan Mallie & Fran Hiller
Below: Shannon, Gerry & Susan Stensgaard & our musician, Mary Ross

See the Branch website Event Photos for more great pictures/




RSCDS Vancouver Branch Appointments Calendar of Events

Betwixt & Between Coordinator - Katherine Shearman 604.671.2480 March 4 Love to Dance W/Shop & Dance - RSCDS Vanc.
Burns Supper Chair - Duncan MacKenzie 604.536.9481 March 25 Burnaby Spring Dance Party
Dancing in the Park Coordinator - Alison Moen 604.980.0428 March 31 Vancouver Ceilidh Dance - RSCDS Vancouver
Demonstration Team Director - Kay Sutherland 604.929.2745 March 31 Dance Workshop - Music Workshop
Demonstration Team Manager - Katherine Sherman 604.671.2480 to April 2 Banquet - Ball, Lethbridge SCD Club
Graphics Consultant - Patsy Jamieson 604.929.4884 April 1 VISCDS Workshop & Ball, Victoria
opa o 2
Love to Dance Workshop Chairs - Frances Caruth 604.922.6842 April 28 Vancouver Ceilidh Dance - RSCDS Vancouver
- Jean Wagstaff 604.371.1939 May 27 Heather Ball - RSCDS Vancouver Branch

Newsletter Editor - Mary Ann McDevitt 604.929.2944 An Afternoon Concert of Accordion & Piano with
Nominating Committee Chair - Laurie Johnson 604.222.2519 May 28 2023 Colin Dewar & Alasdair Macleod - RSCDS Vanc.
Privacy Officer - Peter Richards 604.929.2745 June 16 to 18 ScotfestBC - BC Highland Games - Coquitlam
RSCDS Director USCS - Frances Caruth 604.922.6842
RSCDS Representatives SCCS - Fran Hillier 778.285.1242 Mid June to Mid Aug Dancing in the Park - RSCDS Vancouver

- Jennifer Shearman 604.739.3096 July 28 to 30 TAC Teachers’ Conference Weekend - Halifax
Website Manager - Alison Moen 604.980.0428

July 30 to August 6 TAC 50th Summer School - Halifax

Other Representatives

Times, dates and venues for events and classes are subject to change

Ceilidh Director - Alison Moen 604.980.0428 or cancellation. Up-to-date vaccinations and poof of vaccination may be

TAC Representative - Louise Murphy 604.987.3792 required for classes and/or events. Please check the Branch website

Event Calendar, the Club, or the Organizers for details and updates.
Please do not attend classes or events if you are sick.

Email Contacts for Board of Directors.
https://rscdsvancouver.org/about-branch/board-members/

Click on ‘Send Email’ under the Director's name
Email Contacts for Branch Board Appointees. S ave t h e d at e

https://rscdsvancouver.org/about-branch/board-appointments/ Dear Scottish Country Dance friends:

Click on ‘Send Email’ under the Appointee’s name This is just an early "Save the Date" notice. The Seattle Branch RSCDS
will have a special one-day workshop, dinner, and ball on SATURDAY,
SEPTEMBER 30, 2023 at the beautiful Leif Erikson Hall to celebrate the
RSCDS Centenary (1923 - 2023). Further details will be forthcoming in
due course. For now, please save the date. Thanks.

Harry Khamis, Chair, Seattle Branch RSCDS https://rscds-seattle.org

or for both Directors & Appointees:
https://rscdsvancouver.org/contact/

Click on ‘Send Email’ under the Events or Branch heading
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