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Left to right - Sandy Caruth, Rafael Quijano & Jack Keegan strutting their
stuff in The Reel of the 51st Division at the Lady Aberdeen Dance.

Photo by Alison Moen

RSCDS Vancouver Branch Board of Directors

Elected at the RSCDS Vancouver Branch AGM on October 14, 2022

Executive Directors

President - Fran Hillier 778.285.1242
Vice President - Gail Urquhart 604.433.6081
Corresponding Secretary - Karen Shrimpton 604.469.2433
Recording Secretary - Sue Biddle 604.619.1620
Treasurer - Stewart Cunningham 604.261.0162

Directors-at-large with Specific Responsibilities

Past President - Vicki Downey 604.298.9695
Archivist - John Robertson 604.985.1612
BC Highland Games - Frances Caruth 604.922.6842
Dancing Coordinator - Frances Caruth 604.922.6842
Equipment Manager - Tereza Cabral 778.321.5364
Events Coordinator - Roberta Esau 778.317.4125
Membership - Barbara Kisilevsky 604.738.0257
Publicity - Cathrine Conings 604.299.6447
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Frae the President

As | sit at my computer, the snow is sliding off the roof and the
garden is under a blanket of white. It truly feels like we are entering the
Christmas season.

Looking back on the past six months, | feel we’ve come back into
our dancing world after the hiatus of COVID. Already we have entered a
good dancing season and enjoyed coming together for several larger
gatherings. Our AGM brought in not only a large quorum but also a really
good night of dancing. The Lady Aberdeen Tea Dance was well attended
and we all enjoyed socializing and dancing with people from all over the
Lower Mainland. Thanks to our Branch dancers and the Demonstration
Team for hosting the event. We are now looking forward to the Betwixt
and Between which will help us dance off our Christmas calories. This, of
course, will be followed by the Burns Supper. Altogether, a time of hope
and renewal.

My good wishes go out to all of you for Christmas. | look forward
to seeing many of you again in the New Year.

a
Fran Hillier
President
RSCDS Vancouver Vancouver

3

o

Come join us for fun, fitness & friendship
vancouver  and the opportunity to dance Scottish

MONDAY NIGHT CLASSES AT THE SCOTTISH CULTURAL CENTRE

Branch Classes resume January 9, 2023

EVERYONE IS WELCOME!

There will be two class levels:
Introductory & Early Intermediate (Level 1) - 7:00 to 9:30 p.m.
Intermediate & More Experienced (Level 2) - 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.

Fees: $85 Term or $10 Drop-in

Teachers:
Mary Murray (Level 11) Katherine Shearman (Level 1)

All dancers require RSCDS membership - see below link
https://rscdsvancouver.org/branch-membership/

Wednesday Night at the Scottish Cultural Centre
THE PROGRAMME CLASS - 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.

We are pleased to announce that the Wednesday Night Classes will
resume on January 19, 2023. The classes will review dances for
upcoming socials, and will also offer some special nights! These classes
are open to all dancers who are familiar with the steps and basic
formations of Scottish Country Dancing.

Fees: $85 for the term or $10 Drop-in

Teacher: Fran Caruth
604.922.6842

Scottish Cultural Centre
8886 Hudson Street, Vancouver
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Celebrating the RSCDS Centenary with

Three Dances for Three Significant People

At the Heather Ball in May 2023 we’ll be marking the centenary
of the RSCDS with three dances named for the most significant people in
its first years: Mrs. Stewart’'s Jig for Ysobel Stewart, Miss Milligan’s
Strathspey for Jean Milligan, and The Duke of Atholl's Reel for James
Stewart Murray. Who were these people?

In Glasgow after the First World War, people were crazy about
dancing. The city had 70 big commercial ballrooms, and many couples
competed in ballroom dancing. Everyone was excited about the latest
overseas fashions: the Charleston, the foxtrot. This meant that older
forms of dancing, including country dancing, were pushed into the
background. They belonged to occasions like the harvest festivals and
rural fairs which city folk had left behind them in the countryside. However,
two enterprising women remembered the older dances, and they decided
to take action. They formed a perfect partnership, each complementing
the other’'s backgrounds and talents.

Ysobel Stewart

1882 - 1968

e e

Ysobel Stewart was born into the landed classes in Argylishire.
She attended the Highland balls which landlords gave for their tenants.
But her interest went beyond fashion. Her childhood was steeped in
Scottish Highland culture: she learned to pipe, performed Gaelic songs,
and volunteered for a society promoting the Gaelic language. She
watched Girl Guides learning the English dances revived by Cecil Sharp,
and wanted her Guides to learn Scottish dances as well as English ones.
This led her to collect dances for publication, and Book 7 was the result.
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Jean Milligan

1886 - 1978

Jean Milligan was born into the urban middle class. As the
daughter of a Glasgow school principal, she had a strong link with the
official education system. She happened to be studying physical
education in England when Cecil Sharp was collecting and publishing the
folk dances of England. Sharp believed he was rescuing a national
heritage, and the press coverage must have reached Jean Milligan. She
went back to Glasgow and helped to start the Beltane Society which
aimed to teach people about Scottish folk culture through lectures,
concerts, and festivals. She even performed a morris dance at a festival
in 1912.

So both Miligan and Stewart were motivated by cultural
nationalism. They met in 1923 and organized the famous meeting in
Glasgow which started the Scottish Country Dance Society. They soon
published their first book, set up the teacher examination system in 1924,
and started Summer School in 1927. As an instructor of Physical
Education in teacher training colleges, Jean Milligan was in a position to
influence the school curriculum. She took every advantage of this by
ensuring that all her students were also trained teachers of Scottish
country dancing.

Jean Milligan was more than a teacher — she was a passionate
exponent of Scottish country dancing. After she retired from the training
college, her world travels began. She visited North America at least twelve
times, including three visits to Vancouver. Everywhere she went, she
taught classes and cajoled the dancers into forming their own branches
of the Society. By the time she died in 1978, most major North American
branches had been formed.



James Stewart Murray
1879 - 1957

James Stewart Murray was
President of the SCDS from 1924 until
his death in 1957. He brought
prestige, as a landed aristocrat. He
also brought experience, as one of the
chief organizers of the upper-class
Highland balls. As a pupil of the
itinerant dancing master James Neill,
he had learned the old dances. He
was motivated by his drive to preserve
tradition, whether in the Gaelic
language, ancient pipe music, or
country dancing. At the same time, he
was a social activist, working on
behalf of refugees and of Polish
B troops stationed in Scotland. He
promoted country dancing as a way of
i bringing rich and poor together.

Without these three people, none of us might have heard of

Scottish country dancing!
Rosemary Coupe

Images of Ysobel Stewart and Jean Milligan from
https://www.rscds.org/about/history/founders

Image of James Stewart Murray from the album
Murray Jack Anderson’s photos by Murray Jack Anderson

For more information on RSCDS Centenary Celebrations see

https://rscds.org/blog/rscds-centenary

Dancing Dates

Saturday, January 28 VANCOUVER BRANCH BURNS SUPPER

Scottish Cultural Centre - 5 p.m. $110 or $100 for Member Societies
8886 Hudson Street, Vancouver

The celebration of the life and poetry
of Robert Burns includes a traditional
= Scottish meal, a CASH bar,

| entertainment, dancing to the
wonderful Scottish music of Mary
Ross, and a programme to suit all.

There’s something for everyone,
so bring your non-dancing family and
friends to introduce them to a bit of
Scottish Culture.

Doors open at 5 p.m. and the
event starts at 6 p.m.

TWO FREE classes are offered before the event
Wednesdays, January 18 and January 25
at the Scottish Cultural Centre 7:30 to 9:00 p.m.

Tickets while while they last are available at your local SCD Club, online
atwww.rscdsvancouver.org or emal/ burns@rscdsvancouver.org

See the Branch Website Events Calendar for program & dance notes.

Member Societies: BC Highland Dance Association, BC Pipers
Association, Gaelic Society of Vancouver, Sons of Scotland, Royal
Scottish Country Dance Society of Vancouver, and St Andrews &
Caledonian Society of Vancouver.

All attendees are expected to be vaccinated. (4

Sponsored by RSCDS Vancouver Branch



Friday, January 27 VANCOUVER CEILIDH DANCE

Scottish Cultural Centre
8886 Hudson Street, Vancouver

$15 (Students $10)

Everyone is Welcome!

Loads of fun - No experience or partner necessary. We teach you almost
everything!! And live music with our resident Ceilidh band ‘Calanais”!

Class starts at 7 p.m. and the dance is from 8 to 10:30 p.m.
More Ceilidhs are scheduled for February 24, March 31, and April 28.

Sunday, February 19 WHITE ROCK WORKSHOP

Willoughby Community Hall $15
20809 - 83 Avenue, Langley

The White Rock SCD Club is
pleased to announce that our
Workshop for intermediate/advanced
dancers will be held on Sunday,
February 19, 2023 from 1 to 4 p.m.
Registration is required as the hall is
limited to a maximum of 36.

To register, contact Laurie Lang at

lireel@telus.net or 604.944.6678.

Saturday, March 4 LOVE TO DANCE WORKSHOP & DANCE

Scottish Cultural Centre, 8886 Hudson Street, Vancouver
Doors open 8:30 am Workshop 9:00 am - Tea Dance 2:00 pm

Full day workshop & Dance $60
With new member coupon $45
] Full-time student $45

music and dancing at

Teachers
Rebecca Blackhall-Peters
Gael Forster

With great music by Mary Ross

Pre-registration required for all events
https://rscdsvancouver.org/home/2023-love-to-dance-registration/

Need help registering? Contact:
Jean Wagstaff at 604.371.1939 or Fran Caruth at 604.922.6842

Programme (**Some prior knowledge needed for these dances)

The Duke of Atholl's Reel................. oo, Skillern, Book 16

Shiftin’ Bobbins.......ccccoovvvvviviiieeennns | Clowes, 30 Popular, Vol.2
The Saint John River.........ccccceeeene. S...... Edwards, New Brunswick Coll.
The Frisky.....ccooeeeeiiiiiieeeeeeeeeee. S I Bremner, Book 26
J.B.Milne™ ..o | T Foss, 30 Popular, Vol. 2
Autumn in AppiN™ ..o S Drewry, Book 31
Newburgh Jig......ccooveveeiiieeiieeee, N TR Creighton, Book 38
Flowers of Edinburgh.............cccc....... R Book 1
Northern Lights.......ccccociiiiiiiiiinnn. St Dobie, TAC Silver Anniversary
Macleod’s Fancy™™........cccccueeeeennnen. o Drewry, Book 33
The Gentleman™..........ccoovvvieereeennns S, Huxley, Book 35
Reel of the Royal Scots............c.c..... | T Goldring, Leaflet Dances

See the Branch website for dance notes, brochure and full details.
https://rscdsvancouver.org/dancing-in-vancouver/event-calendar/

Full vaccination for COVID is required. Be prepared to show proof.
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RSCDS Vancouver presents

Vancouver

The 2023 Heather Bal[ - Saturday, May) 27th

Come dance to the irresistible accordion and piano music by
Scotland’s Colin Dewar & Alasdair Macleod

Start with a Champagne reception, followed by a full hot supper,
the Grand March, the Ball, and a soiree after the dancing!

Tickets will be available online February 1st at
https://rscdsvancouver.org/
or through your local SCD Club in early March

$120 for the Ball or $140 Ball & Concert
$110 for RSCDS members for the Ball or $130 for the Ball & Concert
$30- Concert only (see next page for details)

Programme (*Denotes easier dances)

*The Jubilee Jig......ccceeiieeeiiiiieeeens o RSCDS Leaflets
*Crom Allt ..o R.......... 3rd Graded Book [Goldring]
The Northern Lights.........ccoocviinnenn. S...... Tac Silver Anniversary [Dobie]
Gothenburg’s Welcome..........c......... o Book 37 [Munro]
John of Bon Accord.........ccovveinneene R Book 33[Goldring]
Miss Milligan’s Strathspey................ S Thirty Popular, Vol. 2
*Scotland’s Gardens.........cccceeeeeeeees |2 TR Golding, Auld Friends Meet
*St Andrew’s Fair.......coocoveiveeniieeene oo Thirty Popular 1 [Goldring]
****Short Break™***
*The Duke of Atholl's Reel................ o Thirty Popular Vol. 1[Skillern]
*The Lass of Richmond Hill.............. R 2nd Graded Book [Turnball]
MacDonald of Keppoch.................... M. Book 49 [Ronald]
*Mrs Stewart's Jig.....ceeeveeeeeeiiiieennnns o Book 35 [Ligtmans]
City of Belfast........cccccvvcreneiniienene S Book 48 [Mulholland]
*Trip to Timber Ridge..........ccccvvinene R Book 52[Henderson]

See the Branch website for further information & the Dance Notes
https://rscdsvancouver.org/events/heather-ball-2023/

Up-to-date Covid vaccination required!
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An Afternoon Concert of Accordion & Piano Music

2w, SUnday

— \

Colin Dwar Alasdair Macleod '

Colin has played accordion since the age of 4, playing at
village ceilidhs. He went to lessons at age 8 as he wanted to learn to
read music. He started playing for a Scottish Country Dance Class at
age 9 which gave him an excellent grounding for tempo. He won the
Junior Scottish cup at Perth at age 13. And he recorded his first alboum
at age 13. He auditioned for Take the Floor and has done about 38
BBC Broadcasts along with 28 albums. He is very much in demand
with the band playing for Scottish Country Dancing and he teaches
accordion on Skype.

The renowned Alasdair Macleod is equally adept on both the
piano and the accordion. The Colin Dewar Scottish Dance Band with
Alasdair on 2nd accordion played together for over 20 years. And
Alasdair has his own band, the Alasdair Macleod Scottish Ceilidh Band.

For anyone who loves music, both traditional Scottish and a
variety of genres, please join us with your family and friends. This is a
lovely way to spend a Sunday afternoon and a great way to round off
this gala weekend at:

Holy Trinity Anglican Church
1440 West 12th Avenue, Vancouver

See the Branch website Event Calendar for more details
https://rscdsvancouver.org/events/concert-of-scottish-music-may-28-2023/

Up-to-date Covid vaccination required.

o
% Sponsored by RSCDS Vancouver Branch

Vancouver
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Events Further Afield

Aloha nui loa from RSCDS Hawaii!

ALOHA WINTER WEEKEND

February 17,18, and 19,2023
Honolulu, HI

It's hard to believe that we are already just weeks away from our 50th
Anniversary Aloha Winter Weekend. With guest instructor Jeanne
Moody, live music from the Humuhumunukunukuapua‘a and
Strathspey Society Band, dance lessons, social dances, a ceilidh, and
food, this is a weekend that you won’t want to miss. Time is drawing
nearer and now is the time to send us your registration and start your
planning. The deadline for registration is January 15th, 2023.

Sponsored by Scottish Country Dance
Teachers’ Association (Canada)

13

Dancing News & Photos

New on the North Shore

- |i <

We are happy to report that there is a new Beginner class, Lonsdale
Dance Scottish! This class commenced mid-September of 2022, and is
jointly managed by the Deep Cove and Gleneagles SCD Clubs. This has
been a very successful venture, with a steady increase in attendees to
over twelve participants every week. Taught by Alison Moen, the class
provides basic technique while introducing simpler dances and, of course,
lots of fun! The class is held Tuesday evenings from 7 to 9 p.m. at the
Silver Harbour Centre,144 East 22nd Street, North Vancouver (just off
Lonsdale, near the Harry Jerome Recreation Centre). There is a $15
drop-in fee per class. A new session starts on January 10th, 2023. Fees
are $100 for the session or $15 drop-in. The first night is free for new
dancers. Please spread the word! For more information contact Alison
at 604 980-0428. Linda Robertson, Deep Cove SCD Club Manager



