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RSCDS Vancouver Branch Board of Directors
Elected at the RSCDS Vancouver Branch AGM on September 18, 2020

- Vicki Downey
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- Stewart Cunningham
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- Heather Hankin
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- Sandra Anderson
Frances Caruth
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- Frances Caruth
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- Tereza Cabral

778.321.5364

- Christine Cardinal
- Barbara Kisilevsky

604.583.6961
604.738.0257

- Cathrine Conings

604.299.6447

EMAIL CONTACTS FOR BOARD DIRECTORS
You can email any Director via our website:
https://rscdsvancouver.org/about-branch/board-members/
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Cover photo by Kerry McDevitt
Dancing in the Park with the Vancouver Fiddle Orchestra June 2016.
Looking forward to many more great DITP evenings when permitted.
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Frae the President
June is here, Covid numbers are dropping, vaccination rates are
increasing and Dr. Bonnie Henry is giving us hope for a return to normality
by September. I am looking forward to BC Hug Day and a chance to visit
and dance with people I have not seen for over a year.
In the meantime, virtual dancing is still available from Edinburgh.

Notices
RSCDS Vancouver Branch AGM
Mark your calendars for the Vancouver Branch AGM
on Friday, September 17th at the Scottish Cultural
Centre or via Zoom. This is your opportunity to offer
feedback and vote in the election of the New Board for
2021/2022.

I have heard that small groups are getting together outside, as now
allowed, and dancing together along with the Wednesday online class.
I am looking forward to the TAC Virtual Summer School coming
up July 28-31 from Calgary. It will be available free of charge to all
members. It won’t be the same as actually going to Calgary and enjoying
the socializing with members from across Canada and beyond, but it will
be a spectacular experience. For more information on this event go to:

It is now also time to consider renewing your RSCDS

As we are committed to the health and safety of everyone, we tentatively
plan for a Zoom AGM. We will follow the Provincial Health guidelines and
re-evaluate in the coming weeks. The complete document package
comprising the Notice, Minutes of the 2020 AGM, Financial Statements
for the 2020 - 2021 fiscal year, Nominations, and Reports will be posted
to the Branch website in early September.

Please check the Branch website or the September/October White
Cockade for updates on classes, the AGM, and other dancing events.

membership for the upcoming year. Please spread the word as the new
membership year starts July 1.
Mark your calendar also for the Vancouver Branch AGM coming
up in September. For now, it seems that it will have to be a Zoom
presentation as it was in 2020. However, following that, we have
tentatively reserved October 16 for a Welcome back dance at the SCC.
As long as things continue to improve, we are hopeful this get together
will be possible. We don’t really know yet if that will happen but the

RSCDS Vancouver Branch 2021-22 Membership
The 2021-22 year begins July 1st Membership fees are now due and
payable through paypal (i.e. credit card) on the Branch website or by
cheque mailed to the Membership Director
Fees remain the same as
last year. All memberships include electronic copies of the White
Cockade. Please remember that to vote at the Annual General Meeting,
you must have renewed your membership for 2021-22 before the meeting.

are ready to dance in the fall.

Individual or Single $55
Joint $90
Half Year Single $40
Half Year Joint $65
Life members only $25

Vicki Downey
President
RSCDS Vancouver Branch

Go to rscdsvancouver.org. Click on Register Online on the sidebar and
follow the instructions
Or download the Registration Form and mail
with cheque to Barbara Kisilevsky, RSCDS Vancouver Branch
Membership Director, #410–1445 Marpole Ave, Vancouver, BC V6H 1S5.

predictions are promising.
In the meantime, relax and enjoy the summer as things begin to
open up, get back in shape, stay safe and get those vaccinations so you
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Hellen E. Stephen - 1927 to 2021
Hellen was born May 18, 1927 in Point Grey. She passed
away peacefully May 6, 2021. Hellen started Highland
dancing at a young age. She danced with the Sons of
Scotland and then, starting in 1950, with the New
Westminster Scottish Country Dance class taught by Mrs.
Bingham. Hellen joined the Vancouver Branch upon its
formation in 1964. She was an active dancer, teacher and
Branch committee member. She was one of the first
members of the Vancouver Branch demonstration team and became the
chair of our branch in 1988, the first woman to hold that office.
Hellen taught classes for many years throughout our area, both beginner
and advanced. The Kerrisdale group, where she taught the longest, is
where she would be the most remembered. It was a private group and
stemmed from her association with the church there.

Upcoming Events
Registration now open TAC Virtual Summer Schoo
July28-31, 2021
Single online registration gives access to any or all sessions

ALL SESSIONS ARE FREE
For dancers of all levels
Join us for a welcome dance, music, concert, classes,
ceilidh, interactive events, social time,
Grand Ball and silent auction
To register and see the event schedule, includiong dance
programs, muscian and teacher informaiton and more!
tac-rscds.org/index.php/tac-summer-school

Hellen was also very involved in TAC. An article about her life as a
dancer and teacher was printed in the April 2000 White Cockade.
Hellen’s obituary is available at:
https://vancouversunandprovince.remembering.ca/
obituary/hellen-stephen-1082307426

The British Columbia Highland Games
1960s Vancouver Branch
Demonstration Team Photo
Right to left:
Hellen Stephen, John Allan,
Paulina Barnes, Jim Murray
Malcolm Mayhew, Mary Murray
Photo from Branch Archives
Hellen (left) receiving her
Vancouver Branch
Award in 2006.
Photo and information on
all recipients is on the
website Awards page.

Lafarge Lake Park, Coquitlam, Sept. 4, 2021 (pending)
If permitted, ScotFestBC: The British Columbia
Highland Games starts
at Lafarge Lake, Coquitlam. Listen for the
piper and the starter's gun at 5pm. Come early
on
for world class piping,
the SFU Pipe Band, caber tossing, Celtic music,
workshops, whisky school, Scottish and world
artisans. Don't forget haggis & Irn Bru. Plus veggie
food, bike valet and kids activities. The new USCS
Stage hosts The Jocelyn Pettit Band, Creigavar Ceilidh Band, milling
frolics, Gaelic singing, and a whole section of park to wander and renew
your Scottish connections. It's the Games at the End of the Train. Wear
your tartans, and take Skytrain to Lafarge Lake Stn.

For more details and tickets see: https://scotfestbc.com/
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A History of Dancing in the Park

Summer 2020 would have marked the 70th anniversary of Dancing in
Stanley Park, had the pandemic not put a temporary hold on Scottish
Country Dancing. While we are not quite yet back to our favourite pastime,
the Summer 2021 newsletter seems the perfect time to look at the history
of Dancing in the Park. What better source than Rosemary Coupe’s book,
Scottish Country Dancing in Vancouver
. With Rosemary’s
permission, below is the DITP excerpt from her book.

pianist Mrs. Nettie Stuart played the upright piano that was somehow
transported to the park.

Dancing in the Park received good coverage in the local papers. However,
Mrs. Bingham might not have approved of the tone of the report which
appeared in The Province the following day, together with an entire page
of photographs. The reporter stressed the informal, even frivolous,
atmosphere:

Through the 1950s, Mrs. Bingham’s drive and
determination were undiminished. The beginning of
regular summer dancing in Stanley Park was another
proof of her ability to gain official support and
sponsorship. The Vancouver Sun of 4 July 1950
carried this announcement, probably written by Mrs.
Bingham herself:

The event had a high profile: attendees at the opening included two park
commissioners, the park superintendent, the president of the St. Andrew
and Caledonian Society, and Mary Isdale MacNab. Mrs. Bingham’s trusty
7
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In 1963 Mrs. Bingham was still supervising Dancing in the Park, but she
invited teachers to take turns in running the individual evenings, a pattern
which continues today. The Parks Board no longer sponsored the
dancing and apparently the pianist no longer played, as the Board offered
free use of the tennis courts and record player if the dancers wished to
run the dancing on their own.
Rosemary Coupe

In June 1952 Mrs. Bingham wrote to the Mayor of Vancouver regretting
that he could not attend the opening night in person and claiming that
Dancing in the Park would raise the image of Vancouver up in and down
the west coast of North America. Her tone is confident, even assertive.
The Vancouver Police Pipe Band, Vancouver Branch Demonstration
Team (Strictly Scottish), The Vancouver Fiddle Orchestra, and theTartan
Players all contributed to the continuing success of Dancing in the Park.

Photos:
Mrs. Bingham’s photo: Vancouver Branch Archives
1950s Photos and Newspaper Article: Rosemary Coupe
Other DITP photos: Kerry McDevitt

.

Rosemary’s book - a wonderful detailed
history of Scottish Country Dancing in
Vancouver from its start in 1930 to 2015 - can
be found on the Branch website:
https://rscdsvancouver.org/about-branch/
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Background to the 256-some Reel
Ian Price, - deviser, choreographer, producer

diamond-shaped formation some 50yards wide and deep. I then took the
idea to the Guinness Book of Records, and after some hesitation they
agreed to credit me with a World Record for the Most Complex Scottish
Country Dance – provided I could pull it off and provide evidence. This
was quite a challenge and I took it up.

Back in 1987, having enjoyed reading the novels of George
MacDonald Fraser chronicling the military career of Harry Flashman (the
cad from Tom Brown’s Schooldays), I had come across another book of
short stories by the same author, based on his experience as a subaltern
in the Gordon Highlanders during the time of the Palestine Mandate
shortly after the end of the Second World War. The ‘title’ story went that
the regiment, while stationed in Tripoli, Libya, had performed disastrously
during a General Inspection – until the inspecting General was
entertained in the officers’ mess, and was mellowed with the water of life
into observing the officers dance an eightsome reel after dinner. This was
the first thing that had gone well all day, and the General took charge,
successively doubling up the set to 16, 32, 64, and finally a 128-some reel
performed as the dawn stole across the North African desert.
In real life, I had never heard of such a thing (Jane and I had first
met performing a mere 32-some), but being aware that Vancouver was
one of the few places in the world that could muster 256 dancers, I had
an idea …. Scottish Country Dances are really no more than varying
dynamic geometry within a predefined dancing style, the view from above
being similar to a kaleidoscope, so I put one of those newfangled
computers to work, to come up with a routine involving 256 bodies IN A
SINGLE SET, each with a unique role and dance path within a large
11

Quite a bit of organisation was required. Having convinced three
of the best SCD teachers in the area (Mary Murray, Simon Scott and
Geoge Will) that it really was feasible, I then had to sign up 256 dancers,
plus a number of alternates to allow for sickness etc. on the day. The
computer came in very handy to keep track of them all. They came from
Vancouver and suburbs, Victoria, Seattle, Bellingham, Nanaimo, the
Sunshine Coast and the Comox Valley, all within range of a day trip to
12

attend rehearsals, which we were able to reduce to only four. I arranged
rehearsal space in a large school gymnasium on Sunday afternoons, but
still needed to find a performance venue and a band to play for the attempt.
The Simon Fraser University Pipe Band came to the rescue.
They were organising a “Highland Arts Festival” to raise money to take
the Band to the World Pipe Band Championships in Glasgow, and were
persuaded that a world record attempt would bring more people up to the
university with money to spend towards the Band’s objective. We agreed
the University would allow us to use their (covered) Convocation Mall to
perform the dance, and that the Pipe Band would play a full 8-minute
selection to accompany it. The
was that I would reform
for “just one more” gig, to provide the dance music for a
ceilidh the previous night. The final step was to alert the media to the
event, so that their independent reports would satisfy Guinness’
conditions for an award.

of dancers attired in full Highland dress. Someone had arranged for the
event to be videotaped, and the USA contingent had devised a very clever
commemorative tshirt printed with the geometry of the set, and a custom
pin set at the position in the set that the shirt’s owner started from. I still
have mine!
We made the CBC news that night, and were front page in
Vancouver’s morning paper the next day! And of course we earned an
entry in the 1989 edition of the Guinness Book of Records, with yours truly
identified as the ringleader. MacDonald Fraser used the videotape to
promote his books in the UK, and the SFU Pipe Band got even more
publicity for their foray into worldclass pipe band competition. Eventually
they became World Champions six times, in 1995, 1996, 1999, 2001,
2008, and 2009. I flatter myself to think the 256-some reel may have helped
them on their way.
And since it would have been difficult to come up with an encore
to this bit of fun, I retired from the local Scottish Country Dance scene.
Reflecting on the 30th Anniversary, it really still seemed like only yesterday.
Ian Price
Photos:
Left:
The Province
Newspaper
April 25, 1988

On April 24th 1988, everything went like clockwork. We performed
the dance twice over after a most impressive entry down SFU’s wide
staircase, marching behind the SFU Pipe Band eight abreast in 32 rows

Right:
View of the
dancing from
above
Page 3:
Grand March Ian Price with
wife Jane (on his
left) in the 1st
row behind the
Pipe Band
Page 2: Choreography showing concentric circles
Page 1: Ian with his Guiness Book of (World) Records Certificate
Photos courtesy of Ian Price and Rosemary Coupe

13

14

RSCDS Vancouver Branch Appointments

Calendar of Events

604.671.2480
- Carolyn Stephens-Farrell

778.434.2683

- Alison Moen

604.980.0428

- Kay Sutherland

604.929.2745

- Katherine Sherman

604.671.2480

- Patsy Jamieson

604.929.4884

- Sandra Anderson

604.628.1845

- Frances Caruth
- Jean Wagstaff
- Mary Ann McDevitt
- Gerry Stensgaard
- Peter Richards

604.922.6842
604.371.1939

July 28 - 30

TAC Virtual Summer School - Zoom

September 3-4

Scotfest BC Highland Games, Coquitlam

September 17

RSCDS Vancouver Branch AGM

October 16

Welcome Back Dance - RSCDS Vancouver

November 11

Lady Aberdeen Tea Dance - RSCDS Vancouver

December 29

Betwixt & Between - RSCSD Vancouver

January 22

Vancouver Branch Burns Supper - RSCDS Vanc

February 19

Love to Dance Scottish Workshop & Tea Dance
RSCDS Vancouver

March 19

Heather Ball - RSCDS Vancouver

604.929.2944
604.451.1161
604.929.2745

Frances Caruth
Duncan MacKenzie
- Jennifer Shearman

604.922.6842
604.536.9481
604.739.3096

- Mary Ann McDevitt

604.929.2944

- Duncan MacKenzie
- Alison Moen

604.536.9481
604.980.0428

- Fran Hillier

778.285.1242

EMAIL CONTACTS FOR BRANCH BOARD APPOINTEES
Go to the Branch website Appointments page under the About Us tab:

This year, a smaller version of Summer School will be going online. To
lead the classes we have the best Scottish country dance teachers and
musicians in the world. Whilst our traditional Summer School event in
St Andrews is not going ahead this year, we hope to bring a little of that
magic direct to you via the internet. From 8pm - 9.30pm (UK time) on
Monday 19th July, Wednesday 21st July and Friday 23rd July you can
expect a taste of the RSCDS Summer School atmosphere with a varied
mixture of fantastic classes, dances, music and interviews.

Times, dates and venues for Events are subject to change and an entire
Event may be cancelled. Please check with the Club or Branch website
Events Calendar for the most up-to-date information.

https://rscdsvancouver.org/about-branch/board-appointments/
Click on ‘Send Email’ under the Appointee’s name.
If you experience any difficulty contacting anyone, go to our contact page:
https://rscdsvancouver.org/contact/
Click on ‘Send Email’ under the ‘Events or Branch’ heading.
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Deadline for newsletter submissions
The White Cockade is published on the 1st of January, March, May, July,
September and November. The deadline for submissions is the 10th day of
the preceding month (i.e. August 10th for the September/October issue).
Contact Mary Ann McDevitt at: editor@rscdsvancouver.org or 604.929.2944
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