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- Stewart Cunningham 604.261.0162

RSCDS Vancouver Branch Board of Directors

Elected at the RSCDS Vancouver Branch AGM on September 18, 2020
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8886 Hudson Street. Vancouver. BC. V6P 4N2 - 604.263.9911

EMAIL CONTACTS FOR BOARD DIRECTORS
While all direct email accounts for our Board of Directors have been

discontinued, you can still email any Director via our website:

https://rscdsvancouver.org/about-branch/board-members/

Click on ‘Send Email’ under the Board Director’s name

If you experience any difficulty contacting a Director, go to our contact page:

https://rscdsvancouver.org/contact/

Click on ‘Send Email’ under the ‘Events or Branch’ heading.

Cover photo from archives:  Ken Bennett emceeing the 2008 Lady Aberdeen
Tea Dance. While this was the last time the Lady Aberdeen Club hosted the
dance, the tradition of an annual Tea Dance continues. Lower Mainland clubs
rotate hosting this popular event. We look forward to the 2021 Tea Dance.
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Frances Caruth 604.922.6842

- Frances Caruth 604.922.6842

- Tereza Cabral 778.321.5364
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- Barbara Kisilevsky 604.738.0257

- Cathrine Conings   604.299.6447



Frae the President

3

Thank you to all who were able to attend our Branch AGM on
September 18, a first for us on Zoom. I hope you enjoyed the meeting and
the following breakout groups that gave us a chance to chat with others
we may not have seen for a while.

 I have just chaired my first Board meeting; it was via Zoom as
well. The Board will continue to meet this way for some time yet as we
work together to keep the Branch up and running. I look forward to
working with the continuing Board Directors and welcome the newly
elected Directors - Fran Hillier, Arden Williams and Cathrine Conings.

I would like to sincerely thank Heather Hankin who has been an

amazing President over the last two years and been on the Board for six

years. She will be a tough act to follow. Thankfully she will remain on the

board as Past President to guide me along.

Thanks also to the outgoing Directors for the work they have
done.  Corresponding Secretary, Gillian Beattie, has served for 5 years
taking over that position from me in 2015. She has done an amazing job,
expanding it far beyond what I did.  Janet Mason has also served on the
board for the last five years as Publicity Director. She has been in charge
of putting us out there, and letting the lower mainland and beyond know
that we are here and what we do.  The last two years she organized the
Recruitment and Retention committee including all club presidents to
come up with ways to expand our membership.

Thanks, also, to all the Appointees, Committee Chairs and their
assistants who have dedicated so much of their time and energy
organizing all branch activities, many of which have now had to be
postponed or cancelled. I encourage all members to think about how you
can contribute to your club and the Branch if you are not already one of
those, who donates your time and is involved.

 I would like to thank all of you for renewing your membership and
supporting both the RSCDS and our Vancouver branch. The R&R
committee has worked so hard over the last year and was able reach the
goal of increasing our membership by five percent.  As of the AGM, our
membership was about half what it was last spring when the pandemic
struck and forced us to cancel classes and events. We hope you will
encourage past members to join us by renewing their membership.

I have been a member of the Burnaby club and the Branch for
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over 13 years now, taking up dancing when I retired from teaching. It
wasn’t too long before I was invited to be on the Vancouver Branch Board
as Corresponding Secretary. I also served on the Burnaby Club
Executive for five years.  I have always felt it was important to contribute
in any way I could to the organizations to which I belong. When I joined
the Board again as Vice President two years ago, I could not have
imagined what life and the position as president would be like. No dance
classes! No special events! All meetings not face to face, but over Zoom
(who knew what that was?). I hope I can live up to the new challenges of
the job.  This is definitely going to be a strange year trying to stay
connected as we deal with the threats of the Covid pandemic.

 As we will not be able to dance together for some time, I hope you
continue to stay in touch with each other and keep involved in the Scottish
dancing community with the White Cockade, Edinburgh’s Dance Scottish
at Home and the Branch’s upcoming virtual events.

Take care and stay safe,
Vicki Downey
President, RSCDS Vancouver Branch

  Deadline for submissions
     forThe White Cockade

The White Cockade is published on the 1st of September,
November, January, March, May and July. The deadline for
submissions is the 10th day of the preceding month (i.e. December 10
for the January/February issue).

All contributions of photos, letters and articles are greatly
appreciated, especially in these unprecedented times. Let’s stay in
touch. Send me your stories, photos, interesting articles, etc. What
have your and/or your club been up to these past months? We will do
our best to accommodate everyone as space permits.

Contact Mary Ann McDevitt at:
editor@rscdsvancouver.org or phone 604.929.2944

Be calm, be kind, be safe!
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Vancouver Branch Membership 2020 - 2021
Many thanks to all who have renewed your membership in the

Vancouver Branch. As in past years, the Board has continued to give
expired members access to the current issues of the White Cockade. This
is a temporary courtesy as a number of members typically renew their
membership through their club each fall. However, you do need to renew
your membership in order to have access to the newsletter in 2021.

Although classes have not resumed at this time, the Branch still
needs your support to keep our favourite pastime, Scottish Country
Dancing, alive. And it is important we all stay connected, especially in
these extraordinary times.

Last year we ran an article in the November/December newsletter
“What Would Happen if the Branch Disappeared”. Your response and
support both strengthened and grew the Branch. While some things have
temporarily disappeared, we will dance again. And we still have our
Branch Board of Directors, Appointees, teachers, and dancers working
hard to carry on with new ways to keep us connected. We still have our
website, our bi-monthly newsletter, archives, promotional equipment and
materials. We still have our association with RSCDS Headquarters their
website, newsletter, Dance Scottish at home and much more.

We encourage everyone to join the RSCDS Vancouver Branch to
ensure the Branch remains strong so that dancing can resume at the
earliest opportunity when safe to do so. Pease remember that, as with the
AGM, only members will be able to access Branch events such as the
upcoming Variety Shows.

Fees remain the same for this year: $55 single adult or $90 joint.

For information or to renew your membership Online, go to:

 https://rscdsvancouver.org/branch-membership/.

You can also renew by mailing a cheque and application to:
Barbara Kisilevsky, Membership Director, RSCDS Vancouver Branch

#410 - 1445 Marpole Avenue, Vancouver, BC, V6H 1S5

Notices

Branch Variety Shows on Zoom

If you are a Branch member,
hopefully you attended the first Branch
Zoom Variety Show this past October 19th.
There was music, history, interviews, and
lots of fun. The successful show ended with
a number of break-out groups getting
together to chat with dancing friends they
have not seen for some months.

The next Variety Show is planned for November 11th and a third
for a date (to  be determined) in December. Again,  a Zoom invitation will
be sent out to 2020/21 Branch members a day or two beforehand. Stay
tuned to the Branch website Events Calendar for more details on both
these events. Many thanks go to Heather Hankin and her team for putting
together these Zoom events and keeping us connected.
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Dancing in the New Year?

With great regret, the Branch has cancelled the 2021 Burns
Supper,  the Love to Dance Workshop and Tea Dance,  and the Heather
Ball. Even if dancing were to start again in the new year, there would be
insufficient time to plan and host these big events.

Some Clubs are cautiously optimistic they will be able to proceed
with their spring 2021 dances - perhaps less formal with short notice.  And
we would all love to see Dancing in the Park resume in 2021, and be able
to celebrate our 70th year in the park.
 Stay tuned to the Branch website Calendar of Events for more
details on dancing in 2021.

New Branch Board of Directors 2020/21
A new Board of Directors was elected at the Vancouver Branch

AGM on September 18th.  As this was a Zoom meeting, we could not take
a picture of the Board. Once again I enlisted Mairi Maxwell’s assistance in
creating another masterpiece! See page 7. Leamaneh Castle (although
Irish not Scottish) was chosen for the 11 windows for our 11 Directors.
With a Past President this year, we have 12 Directors. But no problem as
the chemin de ronde is a perfect spot for Heather to watch over her Board
her final year. Congratulations to the new Branch Board of Directors!
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A Warm Welcome to our RSCDS Vancouver
Branch Board of Directors 2020 - 2021
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Deep Cove SCD Club AGM

Photo by Peter Richards

The Deep Cove Club proceeded with its regular in-person AGM
this September, carefully crafting arrangements to be Covid-compliant.
Thanks to Kay Sutherland and Peter Richards for providing their home's
attractive and roomy outdoors for our requirements.

Members not able to attend were invited to participate by proxy
concerning topical motions. The meeting was very successful, in terms
of both the business side and the opportunity to socialize despite being
at a strict two meter distance.

Cec Race
Chairman, Deep Cove SCD Club

News & Photos

9

Davene Kelly was born January 10th, 1924 near Shamrock,
Saskatchewan, the first of three daughters to an Irish father, David Kelly, and
Norwegian mother, Celia Balsrud. Her father farmed and, with his experience
as a WWI  cavalry man, trained horses for the RCMP. One of Davene’s
fondest memories was of riding a horse, on her own, to and from school as a
small child. A well-trained horse, indeed! The family moved to Chilliwack in the
‘30s, and it was there that Davene learned to play her first instrument – the
tuba! One day her father came home with a string bass, took back his tuba,
and Davene was on her way to becoming the bass player we came to know
so well. Davene played with a number of ensembles and dance bands in the

In Memory of Davene Browne
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Chilliwack area, perfecting her skills playing the jazz standards and swing
tunes that were popular at the time.

It was in Chilliwack that Davene met her husband to be, Bruce
Browne. They married and soon headed north to Babine Lake where Bruce
ran a logging operation and Davene cooked for the men in the camp. There
they raised their young daughter – Georgia, and adopted two young boys. The
family returned to the Lower Mainland in the early ‘60s, settling in Port
Coquitlam and later Surrey.

As her children grew, Davene returned to her double bass and played
in a number of bands and orchestras including the New Westminster
Symphony Orchestra and the Vancouver Philharmonic Orchestra. It was in
the VPO that she met violinist Celia Collin, who encouraged her to play
Scottish music. Celia and Davene joined Ian Price’s Schiehallion Band in
1975, along with Ian Brady, Derek Hill and Murray Shoolbraid. Playing
together for some 12 years throughout  western Canada and Washington
state, and producing two recordings, the band honed a unique and
wonderfully danceable sound that is still often heard in dance classes around
the lower mainland today.

Davene continued her involvement with Scottish Country Dance
music when Ian Price and Tom Scott formed the Vancouver Fiddle Orchestra
in 1990. Davene’s strong beat and unwavering tempos were a tremendous
help in bringing an enthusiastic though inexperienced gaggle of musicians to
a coherent sound. While playing with the VFO, Davene lent her skills to other
Scottish dance bands. These included Scuttlebutt, comprised of Ewan
“Sudsy” Clark on fiddle, Kristi Lind on piano, and Janet Wright on guitar, and,
more recently the Tartan Players, led by Julie Smith on piano, with Davene
and Celia Collin together again on bass and fiddle, Carole Berger on flute, and
later Deborah Jones and Lucasz Wieczorek on fiddles, replacing Celia.

One of the qualities I most appreciated about Davene was her
manner of mentoring new musicians. She  never mentioned their mistakes,
but always commented on the things they got right, and why they were right,
gently guiding the new musicians to better ways of playing the music.
Sometimes, mentoring could go awry, as when Kristi Lind was filling in as
pianist in the Schiehallion Band, and Davene, in trying to help Kristi find her
place in the music kept clipping her on the side of her head with her bow! The
stories about Davene are many, and Davene told many of her own over nearly
forty years of playing Scottish dance music. We are fortunate to have had so
much time with her, and will never forget our dear Davene!
                                                                                                   …Janet Wright

Photo courtesy of Janet Wright
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My memories of Davene Browne

I was introduced to Davene in 1975, when Ian Brady and I were
forming the Schiehallion Band. She arrived, highly recommended, from the
Vancouver Philharmonic Orchestra, with Celia Collin, a very versatile violinist
originally from Scotland and with a yen for traditional fiddle music. Davene
possessed the skill and the physique to handle a large acoustic stringed
instrumen which if played properly provided the foundation for the strictempo
music our band intended to be danced to. And properly played was exactly
what Davene delivered, helped no doubt by her Irish roots and exuberant
dance traditions of the Canadian Prairie provinces.

Of all the musicians that comprised Schiehallion, Davene provided
the most utterly reliable and consistent performances and set the foundation
on which the rest of us expressed the nuances of melody, harmony and
rhythm to embellish the traditional tunes that accompanied the traditional
country dances.

I cannot recall a single instance in the entire 12 year history of the
Band when we had to field a substitute bass player for a performance - of
which it is claimed we appeared some 200 times (I lost count)! Many of these
gigs were gruelling weekend-long affairs in which we would travel out-of-town
on the Friday evening, set up and rehearse on the Saturday afternoon, attend
the dinner-dance, play until 1AM Sunday morning, then tear down and pack
away the band's equipment before attending the 'after-party' where we would
be feted until dawn! Sunday afternoon we would slink home as a group, utterly
exhausted. I was the junior member and should have had the most stamina,
but it was Davene, the senior member, who was the sustaining influence.
 After 12 years, I was worn out! But Davene continued to anchor the dance
music played by Schiehallion's successors for another quarter-century, before
finally taking a rest.

Amazing woman! No other description does her justice.

Photo
courtesy of
Ian Price.

Schiehallion
Thanksgiving
gig at one of

the lower
mainland

clubs.


