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EMAIL CONTACTS FOR BOARD MEMBERS
While all direct email accounts for our Board Members have been
discontinued, you can still email any Officer or Director via our website:
https://rscdsvancouver.org/about-branch/board-members/
Click on ‘Send Email’ under Board Member’s name
If you experience any difficulty contacting a director, go to our contact page:
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Anniversary year Burns Supper, exemplify the sheer joy of SC Dancing.

8886 Hudson Street. Vancouver. BC. V6P 4N2 - 604.263.9911
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Frae the President
How we wish we were singing the praises of the massed dancing, the Branch
tent, the Dem Team, and our other activities at the Highland Games. And oh,
how we wish we were recalling the marvelous 70th anniversary celebration
of Dancing in the Park with the attendant music, demonstrations, regalia, and
terrific dancing that was in store for us.
Instead, we spent the summer mostly at home. When we did go out, we wore
masks, physically distanced, and washed our hands carefully when we
returned. At least summer finally arrived, in fits and starts, to warm our faces
and cheer our hearts. But we sorely missed our Games and our Dancing in
the Park. To top it off, we were deprived of handshakes, hugs, and all human
contact outside our bubbles.
Now, summer is coming to an end but not the virus. Vaccines are in sight but
not confirmed. Schools are to begin again, allowing parents to return to
in-person work. In British Columbia, under the magical guidance of Dr.
Bonnie Henry, we are embarking on a grand experiment to keep everyone
safe while regaining some semblance of normalcy.
Your Branch Board has pondered the situation and, with deep regret and
utmost concern for everyone’s health and safety, has cancelled all Branchsponsored classes and events for the remainder of 2020. What a prospect –
we are entering the autumn with no Scottish Country Dancing. Unthinkable!
Impossible! What are we to do with our bodies, our minds, and our evenings?!?
Your Board continues to ponder the situation from every possible angle. We
considered some dancing at 6 feet apart with masks and gloves – not a pretty
picture.We thought about step dance classes for anyone who wanted to try
them – breathing heavily indoors is not a safe solution. We imagined online
Zoom dance classes – already offered by the RSCDS. So, what to do to save
everyone’s sanity?
We are looking realistically at the situation. One day, we will dance again. In
the meantime, let’s consider the wonderful benefits of our membership in this
fantastic organization – the RSCDS and its Vancouver Branch:
● The RSCDS magazine keeps us in touch with the worldwide dancing
Community
● The White Cockade sustains our Branch connections
● The “Dance Scottish at Home” newsletter includes information & puzzles
● Wednesday online dance classes present outstanding teachers & music
● Clubs can use the Branch’s Zoom account for meetings & socials
● Technical help is available to connect to Zoom - heatherhankin@shaw.ca

3

● Branch events will be online - AGM and a possible variety hour
● Members around the province can join these online activities
● Supporting the Branch now means the Branch will be here to offer
classes, workshops, socials, concerts, balls, etc., in the future.
What’s in store for the AGM?
● Friday, September 18, at 7:30 PM
● Online by Zoom (desktops and laptops are best)
● All paid-up members will be admitted
● Meeting will be 30 – 40 minutes long
● Afterward, attendees wanting to visit will be sorted into smaller break-out
groups
● Members can visit with people not seen since March
● We’d love to see you on screen; you can join in no matter where you live
What’s this about a variety hour?
● Ideas are percolating.
● Fun and friendship are key elements of SCD
● On the dance floor, we are busy dancing or finding partners
● Now we have time to visit, listen, and learn.
● Fascinating stories about the formation of SCD in Vancouver
● Delightful demonstrations of step dancing by our local dancers
● Toe-tapping music by our local musicians and bands
● Intriguing interviews with members about their unique hobbies (one
member’s answering machine message begins in Japanese – what’s that
about?!?)
● Social time afterwards in our clubs or other groups
How can the Board help you during these unsettled times? What would you
like to see and hear? Let your Board know and stay tuned!
This is my last Frae as your President. I still can’t believe that I was given this
honour. It’s been a terrific experience. I’ve met so many people many of you
have become wonderful friends. Serving on the Board is a privilege as well
as a responsibility. The rewards are priceless. I urge you to try it. Put your
name forward, or for one of the many committees. Even while there is no
dancing, we keep working – how that is possible amazes me. I leave you in
the capable hands of Vicki Downey who is stepping up to the presidency at
the AGM. She will be marvelous and will steer our SCD ship onward. We are
in this together. This is not forever. This is for now. Let’s seize the day to
learn the technology and make new friends of the faces that smiled at us on
the dance floor.

Heather Hankin, President RSCDS Vancouver Branch
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Notices

No Dancing in the Fall

Branch Annual General Meeting
The Annual General Meeting of the Vancouver Branch of the Royal
Scottish Country Dance Society will be held online via Zoom on Friday,
September 18, 2020 at 7:30 PM. Members are urged to pay their dues online
in order to be eligible to vote at the meeting. There will be opportunities to offer
feedback on past events, provide suggestions for future events and activities,
and vote in the election of Executive Directors and Directors-at-large for the
2020/2021 season.
Retiring from the Board are Executive Director Gillian Beattie
(Corresponding Secretary) and Director-at-Large Janet Mason (Publicity).
Returning to the Board for the second year of their two-year terms are
Executive Directors Stewart Cunningham (Treasurer), Sue Biddle (Recording
Secretary) and Director-at-large Frances Caruth (Dancing Coordinator).
The Nominating Committee proposes that Executive Director Vicki
Downey (In-coming President) and Directors-at-large Barbara Kisilevsky
(Membership), Sandra Anderson (BC Highland Games Rep), Christine
Cardinal (Event Coordinator) and Tereza Cabral (Equipment) return to the
Board for another two-year term. The Nominating Committee also proposes
that Fran Hillier join the Board as Executive Director (Vice-President,) Arden
Williams as Executive Director (Corresponding Secretary), and Cathrine
Conings as Director-at-Large (Publicity). All will serve two-year terms.
According to Bylaw 4.6, “no director may be a Director for more than
six consecutive years. The Members at an Annual General Meeting may vote
to waive this rule for a specific member… Heather Hankin has served three
years as Events Coordinator, two years as Vice-President, and two as
President. The Nominating Committee proposes that the Members vote to
waive Bylaw 4.6 to allow Heather to serve the one-year-term as Past President.
Any two members of the Branch may nominate a candidate for any
Board position. Nominations may be mailed to the Corresponding Secretary,
care of the Scottish Cultural Centre, 8886 Hudson Street, Vancouver, BC,
V6P 4N2 or presented at the AGM. Note that written consent is required of
any nominee.
Stay tuned to the website for more details including a complete
document package comprising the minutes of the 2019 AGM, financial
statements for the 2019/2020 fiscal year, any further nominations, and reports.

Below is a brief summary of the Zoom R&R Meeting on July 29th with the
club Presidents and Reps.

The Board has approved the recommendation that no Branch sponsored
classes will take place for the remainder of 2020. Branch sponsored
events are also cancelled: DITP, the Welcome Dance, Lady Aberdeen,
Betwixt & Between. This will be re-evaluated in November for January.

There was a brief discussion on the Heather Ball and whether a decision
made in November or December would leave enough time for
organization, for confirming caterers and for dancers to be up to speed on
the program. Similarly, no planning is underway for the Burns Supper.
Again, these will be re-evaluated in November.

The fiscal year goes from July 1 to June 30. The dues are $55 for an
electronic copy of the White Cockade, $90 for a couple. Everyone must
be a member to be eligible to vote at the AGM on September 18. We
encourage everyone to join RSCDS to ensure the Branch remains strong
so that dancing can resume at the earliest opportunity when safe to do so.

Each club President/rep gave a brief outline of what their club is
considering. The general consensus is that there will be no classes this
September. While everyone is keen to resume classes, there will be no
dancing until it is safe. Each club will re-evaluate later this fall.

Heather Hankin, President RSCDS Vancouver Branch
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News of Members
Dear friends,
So nice to get the occasional news and boy do I
miss dancing in the park and the companionship!
Life on Gambier has been pretty much the same I
must say since solitude and isolation are part of the
regular life. Most people who live here full-time
choose the solitude and the occasional escapes to
the city. During the first few phases, the islanders
organized themselves for garbage pickup once a
week and online grocery ordering delivered to the government dock and
then to each household by volunteers. We continue the practice to reduce
travel on the small passenger ferry. As you may know, there are no stores
or any commercial enterprises on the island. People organized
themselves and many found new passions like cooking, meditating,
writing, etc. I changed the tires on my electric bike and can ride it on island
now. I've learned to use the electric saw, the wood splitter, the ride-on
lawnmower and the weed whacker. It has been one year now and I don't
regret the decision to move here as being in nature suits me. But I miss
all of you. Now that some restrictions are lifted, I am welcoming back
visitors to relax, hike, chat and just be. The house and the yard are large
and there is space to sleep. Wishing all of you health and joy and looking
forward to seeing you when permitted.
Pascaline Denblyden

At the Teachers' Association Annual General Meeting on July 25, 2020
these two teachers received their 25 year membership certificate
signifying 25 years of active participation in the promotion and teaching
of Scottish Country Dancing. Congratulations to them both!
Left:
Cathrine Conings
Burnaby
Right:
Sheila McCall
Victoria
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To all my dear dancing friends
in Vancouver, I would like to tell you a
little bit about what I have done this
summer. Since the beginning of
March, when the RSCDS started the
weekly podcasts, I have been listening
in faithfully. I have been doing the
quizzes - sometimes I get 2 out of 10 sometimes 5 out of 10. And I do the
jigsaws. I also listen faithfully each
Wednesday to the dance Scottish at
home and enjoy that. Last week I joined the Scottish dancing summer
celebration, and loved every minute. Thank you to the RSCDS for doing
this. Until we meet again, I hope you are all staying safe. I love you.
Rose Powell

Let’s stay connected.
Send me your stories, pictures, ideas, or ???
editor@rscdsvancouver.org

Heather’s Garden
The Vancouver Branch held their July Board meeting in Heather’s
Garden. Summer had arrived and it was the perfect opportunity to finally
get together in person. Taking a photo was not a healthy idea, even if they
wore the tartan masks that Janet Mason and Gillian Beattie made for each
of them. It's hard to get all 11 into one photo when 6 feet apart. Janet
came up with the idea that everyone take selfies with their masks on and
send them to me. Heather asked if I could group them in a garden setting.
Great idea! I asked Heather to send me a photo of her garden.
The dilemma - how to make it all happen? I simply put the photos in the
newsletter. Kerry can take great photos, crop, resize and enhance them.
But neither of us knows much about photo-shop.
Kerry then suggested I ask Delta’s Mairi Maxwell who enjoys
photo-shop projects and is very good at it. I was delighted when she
accepted. She gave me a number of options and we both agreed on one.
See the next page for Mairi’s wonderful creation of a photo of our outgoing
2019 - 2020 Branch Board of Directors in Heather’s Garden.

Thank you Mairi!
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Hi All,
Sharing with you some photos of Bhutan that I took on my trip last
year. Identifying them in google, and having them named, took some time.
It was one of the most memorable trips I have taken.
Bhutan is a small landlocked country situated at the eastern end
of the Himalayas between Tibet in the north and India in the south.
Bhutan's outstanding range of bio-diversity is lush subtropical in the
southern part of the country and sub-alpine in the north. Its wildlife is
abundant and of great diversity.
of the environment is one of the four pillars of
Gross National Happiness philosophy. As mandated in its
constitution, Bhutan preserves (at all times) 60 percent of its land under
forest cover.
More than half of the country is protected as national parks,
nature reserves and wildlife sanctuaries. They are connected with each
other by biological corridors so that the animals are free to roam
throughout the country. This is an admirable concept.
Bhutan has never been colonized. It opened up to tourists only in
1974. The current population is estimated at about 772,000.
Takin is the national animal of Bhutan. The Golden Langur is
considered endangered by the International Union for Conservation of
Nature. They were discovered in 1953. Their fur is golden to creamy
white. They eat large amounts of leafy material.
Poh Yu Chan

Top left, Takin
Right, Golden Langur & Baby
Bottom left,
Crimson Sunbird
Right, Sultan Tit
All photos © Poh Chan
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Behind the Scenes
Gerry & Susan Stensgaard
Gerry served about 20
years (!!!) as president of the
Burnaby Club. This long
experience led to his service on
the Branch Board from 2012 to
2017 with two years as Chair.
He is our liaison with the
Scandinavian centre, and stays
till the end every week to make
sure the building is locked and
alarmed when we leave. Gerry
and Susan unfailingly bring a

water jug, cups and water tray to our weekly classes. Gerry hand
makes every programme for our annual dance, and they both
participate in decorating the hall. Susan, meanwhile, was secretary of
the Burnaby Club for many of those years. She was instrumental in
organizing the Burnaby club’s trip to Scotland in May 2011. Every year
we can count on Gerry and Susan to dance on our Entertainment Team
during the Burns season, even though Gerry is very busy with the
Branch Demonstration Team at exactly the same time. By now, Gerry
has addressed at least 30 haggis, including the Branch Burns Suppers!
At our busiest time of year, they have put on a Burns Supper at their
church, Holy Trinity Anglican Cathedral, which adds to the exposure of
Scottish culture and dancing and benefits the homeless in New
Westminster. Susan has been responsible for tickets for the Heather
Ball for the past three years - no small task. This couple embodies the
volunteer spirit - whenever there is work to be done, they are always
available, always cheerful, and always good at whatever it is!

Bravo to the Stensgaards!
VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION IS IMPORTANT
Submit your nominations, along with a brief commentary
to any Board Director and we will pay due tribute to
our many unsung behind-the-scenes volunteers.
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RSCDS Vancouver Branch Appointments

Vancouver Area Events Calendar

778.321.5364
604.671.2480
- Carolyn Stephens-Farrell

778.434.2683

Friday, Sept. 18

RSCDS Vancouver Branch AGM via Zoom online

Friday, Sept. 18

Vancouver Ceilidh

Friday, Oct. 30

Vancouver Ceilidh

Wednesday, Nov. 11

Lady Aberdeen Tea Dance

- Alison Moen

604.980.0428

Friday, Nov. 27

Vancouver, Ceilidh

- Kay Sutherland

604.929.2745

Sunday, Dec. 13

Gleneagles Ball -

604.671.2480

Monday, Dec. 28

Betwixt & Between

Saturday, Jan. 16

Vancouver Branch Burns Supper -

- Katherine Sherman
- Patsy Jamieson
- Sandra Anderson
- Frances Caruth
- Jean Wagstaff
- Mary Ann McDevitt
- Barbara Fancy
- Peter Richards

604.929.4884
604.628.1845
604.922.6842
604.371.1939
604.929.2944

Love to Dance Scottish Workshop & Tea Dance
RSCDS Vancouver Branch -

Sunday, Mar. 7

Burnaby Annual Spring Dance -

Wednesday, Mar. 24

Heather Ball Walk-through -

Saturday, Mar. 27

Heather Ball - RSCDS Vancouver -

Saturday, Jun. 19

BC Highland Games / Scotfest BC -

604.202.1113
604.929.2745

Stewart Cunningham

Saturday, Feb. 20

604.261.0162

- Mary Ann McDevitt

604.929.2944

- Duncan MacKenzie
- Alison Moen

604.536.9481
604.980.0428

- Fran Hillier

778.285.1242

EMAIL CONTACTS FOR BRANCH BOARD APPOINTEES
Go to the Branch website Appointments page under the About Us tab:
https://rscdsvancouver.org/about-branch/board-appointments/
Click on ‘Send Email’ under the Appointee’s name.
If you experience any difficulty contacting anyone, go to our contact page:
https://rscdsvancouver.org/contact/

Times, dates and venues for Events are subject to change or an entire
event may be cancelled. Please check the Club or RSCDS Vancouver
website Events Calendar for the most up-to-date information.

Deadline for submissions
To the White Cockade
The Vancouver Branch newsletter is published on the 1st of September,
November, January, March, May and July. The deadline for submissions
is the 10th day of the preceding month (i.e. October 10th for the
November/December issue). All contributions of photos, letters, and
articles are greatly appreciated. We do our best to accommodate
everyone as space permits. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you
have any submissions or questions.
Mary Ann McDevitt
editor@rscdsvancouver.org or 604.929.2944

Click on ‘Send Email’ under the ‘Events or Branch’ heading.
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Vancouver Area Scottish Country Dance Clubs & Classes 2020 - 2021
The annual RSCDS Branch membership fee (not included below) is required for the following classes
FS = Full Session HS = Half Session DI = Drop-in TBD = To be determined
GROUP

LEVEL

TEACHER

LOCATION

ADDRESS

CITY

DAY

TIME

START

FEE

INFO

Vancouver Branch

Beg-lnt

Katherine Shearman

Scottish Cultural Centre

8886 Hudson Street

Vancouver

Mon

7:30 pm

TBD

TBD

604.922.6842

Vancouver Branch

High Int/Adv

Mary Murray

Scottish Cultural Centre

8886 Hudson Street

Vancouver

Mon

7:30 pm

TBD

TBD

604.922.6842

Vancouver Branch

Programme

Various Teac hers

Scottish Cultural Centre

8886 Hudson Street

Vancouver

Wed

7:30 pm

TBD

TBD

604.922.6842

TBD

TBD

604.299.6447

TBD

TBD

604.476.1946

Beginner
Int/Adv
Beginner
Int/Adv

Burnaby
Glenayre
(Coquitlam)

Rosemary Coupe

Scandinavian Com. Centre

6540 Thomas Street

Jean Wagstaff &
Fran Hillier

Burquest Jewish Com. Ctr. 2860 Dewdney Trunk

Burnaby

Mon

Coquitlam

Tues

Beg 6:30
All 7 pm
Beg 7 pm
All 7:30

The annual RSCDS Branch membership fee (not included below) is optional but recommended for the following classes
GROUP

LEVEL

TEACHER

LOCATION

ADDRESS

CITY

DAY

TIME

START

FEE

INFO

Bellingham

General

Marion Heath

Fairhaven Library

1117 – 12th Street

Bellingham

Wed

7:30 pm

TBD

TBD

360.671.3806

Deep Cove

Beg-lnt

Alison Moen

Maplewood School

420 Seymour River Pl North Vancouver

Tues

7 pm

TBD

TBD

604.980.0428

420 Seymour River Pl North Vancouver

Deep Cove

Advanced

Kay Sutherland

Maplewood School

Mon

7.00 pm

TBD

TBD

604.929.2745

Delta Borderers

General

Ruth Jappy

Tomse tt School

9671 Odlin Road

Richmond

Thurs

7:30 pm

TBD

TBD

604.594.6807

Fort Langley

Beg/Int/Adv

Louise Murphy

Ft. Langley Com. Hall

9167 Glover Road

Fort Langley

Tues

7:30 pm

TBD

TBD

604.987.3792

Gleneagles

Beg-lnt

West Van. Seniors’ Centre

695 – 21st Street

West Vancouver

Mon

7:00 pm

TBD

TBD

Gleneagles

General

Hollyburn School

1329 Duchess

West Vancouver

Wed

7:30 pm

TBD

TBD

604.925.9333

Gleneagles

Challenge

Hollyburn School

1329 Duchess

West Vancouver

Tues

7:30 pm

TBD

TBD

604.925.9333

Kerrisdale Seniors

General

Cathrine Conings

Kerrisdale Com. Centre

5851 West Boulevard

Vancouver

Tues

1:30 pm

TBD

TBD

604.299.6447

Richmond Reelers

Social

Laurie Lang

Minoru Cultural Centre

180-7700 Minoru Gate

Richmond

Tues

7:00 pm

TBD

TBD

604.944.6678

RSCDS North Shore
Children’s Classes

Beginners &
Families

Pat Johnson

North Vanc. Recreation,
Mickey McDougall Gym

St. Andrews &
23rd Street

North Vancouver

Sat

9:00 am

TBD

TBD

www.nvrc.ca
604.987.7529

Thistles

General

Laurie Lang

Scottish Cultural Centre

8886 Hudson Street

Vancouver

Wed

10:00 am

TBD

TBD

604.944.6678

West End (Vanc.)

General

Mary Ann McDevitt

West End Com. Centre

870 Denman Street

Vancouver

Tues

7:30 pm

TBD

TBD

604.929.2944

West Point Grey

Int-Social

Irene Vavasour

W. Point Grey Com. Centre

4397 West 2nd Ave

Vancouver

Wed

7:30 pm

TBD

TBD

604.222.4980

Louise Murphy

West Van. Seniors' Centre

695 - 21st Street

West Vancouver

Fri

10:30 am

TBD

TBD

604.987.3792

West Van
Program
Dundarave Dancers Class Int/Adv
West Van Seniors

Beg-Int

Louise Murphy

West Van. Seniors’ Centre

695 – 21st Street

West Vancouver

Tues

2:00 pm

TBD

TBD

604.987.3792

White Rock

Beginner
Int/Adv

Maureen Lyon

Sullivan Hall

6306 - 152nd Street

Surrey

Wed

Beg 7 pm
I/Adv 8:30

TBD

TBD

604.536.1367

Due to the Health Advisories on staying safe during Covid-19, dancing is temporarily cancelled. For more
information about clubs in your area, please refer to the contact details provided:contact name and
telephone numberfor each club or check our website https://rscdsvancouver.org/dancing-in-vancouver/clubs/
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