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Ruth Turnbull allemandes with visiting brother-in-law, Peter White, at the
December 28th Betwixt & Between Dance
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The Vancouver Branch newsletter is published on the 1st of
September, November, January, March, May and July. The deadline for
submissions is the 10th day of the preceding month (i.e. April 10th for the
May/June issue). All contributions of photos, letters, articles are greatly
appreciated. We do our best to accommodate everyone as space permits.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.

Mary Ann McDevitt
editor@rscdsvancouver.org or 604.929.2944

The Nominating Committee Wants YOU!

Volunteering connects you with others, is good for your body and mind,
and brings fun & fulfillment to your life. Come and learn how the Branch
works and make good friends. Contact Barbara Fancy, Mike Nichols or Jill
Andersen at nominating@rscdsvancouver.org to find out more about Branch
Board Member opportunities.

And our Branch Events would not exist without volunteers. The Burns
Supper, Love to Dance, and Heather Ball Chairs are often looking for new
Committee members to bring their ideas and energy to the table. Contact the
Committee Chair to join one of these amazing teams! Contact information is
on page 23 of this newsletter or the Branch website at:

https://rscdsvancouver.org/about-branch/board-appointments/
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Frae the President

Wonderful news! You have increased our Branch membership
for the year by the 5% target set by the Recruitment and Retention
Committee. We now have 247 members. A few members have moved
away, some have passed away, and others have not continued. Yet, you
have found new members not only to keep our membership at last year’s
235 but to add 12 more. This is a real feat. Congratulations to the R & R
Committee including Janet Mason, Donna Main, and Vicki Downey!
Kudos to the club presidents who attended meetings and encouraged
their members! Well done, each dancer! Keep up the good work,
especially talking with people you meet about the fun, physical and
mental fitness, and friendship found in SCD and we’ll certainly increase
our membership by 5% again next year.

Kudos for another wonderfully successful Branch Burns Supper
celebration of our beloved Bard are also due to Carolyn Stephens-Farrell
(her report is on page 18), to her committee, to the Tartan Players, to
Strictly Scottish, and to the speakers and singer who delighted us all.
Carolyn has agreed to chair the Burns Supper committee again next year.

Our demonstration team, Strictly Scottish, performed at ten
venues during the Burns season. Audiences praised the team for their
dancing and having so much fun, which lifted everyone’s spirits. Imagine
Mike Nichols dressed as a pirate dancing “The Sailor” and “Button Boy”
with a knife clenched in his teeth and shouting “Arrrgh”!  Several club
entertainment teams also charmed audiences around the Lower Mainland.

Now’s the time to register for summer workshops. The week-long
Teachers Association of Canada Summer School is close by in Calgary
for a second consecutive year. Online registration opens March 1st.
Summer School at St. Andrews in Scotland offers four one-week
workshops. Early birds receive 10% off until February 29. It may seem
that a week of classes and social dances is a lot of dancing, but it builds
stamina and improves all aspects of dancing. It's definitely worth it. Fast
friendships abound and dancers enjoy a great deal of fun.

There’s lots of terrific dancing closer to home. At the Love to
Dance Workshop and Tea Dance, we perfected our steps and covering,
thanks to teachers Heather Graham of Bellingham and Richard Bennett
of Salt Spring Island. We now look forward to Spring Dances at Burnaby,
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Deep Cove, Glenayre, White Rock and Fort Langley. And to the Heather
Ball, produced again by Gail Urquhart and committee, with a champagne
reception, full hot supper, and dancing to fantastic music by Scottish
musicians Colin Dewar and Alasdair Macleod.

As many dancers know, we will celebrate the 70th anniversary of
Dancing in the Park this summer. Fran Caruth and Alison Moen are
making plans and sourcing funding in the hope of amplifying our evening
pleasure. Plan now to attend all eight nights of sublime outdoor dancing
in beautiful Stanley Park.

Heather Hankin, President, Vancouver Branch RSCDS

Francis O’Farrell

Francis has been a ‘force’ in the SC
Dancing scene for a number of
years. As a Branch Board member
from 2013 to 2018, Francis diligently
took on the role of Children’s Liaison.
He was responsible for organizing an
introduction to SC Dancing to a
number of North Shore girl guide
Y troops. While results were not as
good as hoped, it did plant the seed
for future dancers. Francis has long supported the Vancouver Ceilidhs
and continues to assist Duncan MacKenzie & Alison Moen at their
monthly dances. With his truck beautifully decorated and set up with the
music, he was invaluable at many Celtic & Canada Day parades -
leading the way for our dancers. Francis and his little white truck have
also been instrumental in equipment transportation, setup and cleanup
at Dancing in the Park, North Shore Children’s parties and more.

And he is always supportive & encouraging to new dancers at class!
\ S

Volunteer Recognition

Submit your nominations, along with a brief commentary,
to any Board Member so we can pay tribute to our
‘behind-the-scenes helping hands’.




Joyce Amelie Garraway 1940 - 2020

= Joyce passed away on January 9th, 2020.

=& Joyce started Scottish Country Dancing in
1999 in Burnaby, and also danced with the
Delta Borderers and Glenayre Coquitlam.
Many of us were hoping to see her on the
dance floor again.

In addition to a lovely dancing friend,
Joyce will be remembered for all the
wonderful flower arrangements she did for
many of our dance events.

Joyce will be sadly missed.

Thirty Popular Dances Volume Two
More than a Book of Dances!

RSCDS Scotland said:

| “We are publishing a book of Popular
~ dances, with titles submitted by

L A (B RSCDS  branches  to  reflect a
[ 8 worldwide perspective of popularity.
Thirty Popular : persp Pop y

_ | m% In addition to the dance instructions,
@8® the book contains a wealth of
information about the dances,
devisers and music alongside
& snippets of historical information.
With dances from both RSCDS and
non-RSCDS sources, we hope you
enjoy this unusual format.”

Drances

WAL

Many of the dances in this book are
§ on our upcoming socials. No doubt
we will enjoy these Thirty Popular
Dances for many years to come!

Learning Tools for SC Dancing for Everyone

RSCDS Headquarers’ website has a wonderful resource page ‘Learn’ for
everyone from beginners to experienced to advanced to teachers to musicians!

Learn
e What is Scottish Country Dance & Music, Step Dancing, Highland
Dancing, Ceilidh Dancing

Steps & Techniques
eScottish Country Dance terminology
e Guide to basic steps, Formations, and Steps & hold

Resources for Dancers
eQuestions on technique - Questions about dances
ethe Manual of Scottish Country Dance
e Publication updates

Dancing Skills Assessment
eMedal tests
e Dancing Achievement Awards
eBecome an Assessor

Teaching Scottish Country Dance
eTeacher CPD & support
eTeachers in primary & secondary schools
eMentoring & Tutoring

Resources for Teachers
eIntroducing Scottish Country Dance to beginners
eTeacher’s organisations
e E-learning for teachers

Teacher Training
eBasic Teaching Skills
eTeaching Certificate
e Core Training for Instructors,
eTrain & Assess the teachers

Resources for Musicians
eTypes of tunes
eTerminology
eFamiliar Scottish Country Dance tunes
eTeaching tracks

@

rscds

WHEW! Check it out at https://www.rscds.org/learn Dance Scottish
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Dancing Dates

Sunday. March 8 BURNABY SPRING TEA DANCE

Confederation Centre - 1 pm $25
4584 Albert Street, Burnaby
(Just NE of Willingdon & Hastings)

Music.: Vancouver Fiddle Orchestra

The Burnaby SCD Club is delighted that we are
returning to the spacious surroundings of
Confederation Centre and the VFO will again be
bringing their exciting music. We’ll have a short break
in the middle of the dance and afternoon tea at the end.

We look forward to welcoming you!

See the Branch website Events Calendar for the dance program & notes.

Saturday, March 21 The Heather Ball
Scottish Cultural Centre - 5:45 pm $80 Members
8886 Hudson Street, Vancouver $90 Non-members

The RSCDS Vancouver Branch invites everyone to join us for an exciting
evening starting with a champagne reception, followed by a full hot supper,
the Grand March, the Heather Ball & soiree after the dancing! Dance to some
wonderful accordion & piano music by Colin Dewar & Alasdair Macleod!

Purchase tickets online at:
https://rscdsvancouver.org’/home/2020-heather-ball-tickets/

For billets contact Cathrine Conings at cathrineconings3@gmail.com

See the Branch website Events Calendar
for the dance program & notes. NS

Add the Sunday concert (see page 9) - Both events:
$95 for members - $105 for non-members Vancouver
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An ?(ﬁ‘ernoon Concert of Accordion & Plano Mwlc

Sunday, March 22 - 2pm
Holy Trinity Anglican Church
1440 West 12th Avenue
Vancouver
Tickets $20

Colin Dewar Alasdalr Macleod

Come and enjoy these two talented musicians from Scotland. Colin has
many years experience and has produced 15 CD’s of Scottish country
dance music to date. Alasdair has his own Scottish Ceilidh band and
plays both accordion and keyboard.

Purchase tickets for the Heather Ball and/or Concert at
https://rscdsvancouver.org/home/2020-heather-ball-tickets/

Sponsored by RSCDS Vancouver Branch Vancouver

(P[ease Jjoin us for a Scottzsﬁ Country Dance ‘Wee@ena’
Workshop &L Ball - May 29, 30, I 31, 2020

S‘FDHE.E L ake Weelkend

Guest
Teacher:

Fiona - .
Miller

The Stoney Lake weekend is at Pine Vista, an award winning
4-star resort in beautiful Kawartha Lakes. For more information
phone Kathy Armstrong at 705.887.9755 or visit www.pscds.ca.
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Friday, March 27
Scottish Cultural Centre - 7pm
8886 Hudson Street, Vancouver

VANCOUVER CEILIDH DANCE
$15 (Students $10)

Everyone is welcome!

¢ | Class is at 7pm. The dance from 8 - 11pm.
B i | No experience or partner required. It's great
Pl e fun with live music by our resident band
S0 “Calanais”. And don’t miss our end-of-term

2 Ceilidh on April 24th.

Saturday, April 4

GLENAYRE SPRING DANCE
St. Laurence Church Hall - 7:30pm $15
825 St. Laurence Street, Coquitlam Full time students to age 18 - $5

A Warm Welcome Awaits You!

Please join us for a fun evening of dancing to some great
music. Our versatile program will appeal to all levels of
dancers. See the branch website Events Calendar for
the Dance Notes.

The Sailor*.........eeveeeeeiiiieeeeeeee, [ T Book 24

Berwick Johnnie*.........ccccoiiiiiiienen. R Graded Book
The Gentleman™.........ccccoovviieeeneeennn S 30 Popular, Vol. 2
Oompah, Oompah, Shove it

up your Joompah™........ccceviinieeniennns R, Drewry, Sftoneywood Coll.
The First Rain of Spring***................... RS RSCDS Book 49
McMarley’s Cross™........cccuverereereerneenns S Wigan Rose and Thistle
Da Rain Dancin™........cccoceeevveerineennnnn R 30 Popular, Vol. 2
Yvonne's Lasses™.......cocevveeveeeneeennn N TR Goldring, Graded & Social 3
Northern Lights™*........cccoocviiiiienennnnee. S C. Dobie
Jubilee Jig™.....covviiii ot RSCDS Leaflet
Irish ROVEr™.....ccoviiiiieiieeeeeeeeeie R 30 Popular, Vol. 2
Mouswald™..........ooovmmeeeiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeean, S TO— Goldring, Graded & Social 2
John Cass™ ™ .....oovveiiiiiiieeee e o RSCDS Book 49
Granville Market™.........cooeeieeeiiiies e 2nd Graded Book

*Denotes easier dances ***Must be familiar with the dance
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Tuesday, April 14 DEEP COVE DANCE WALK-THROUGH
Maplewood School - 7 to 9:30 pm FREE
420 Seymour River Place, North Vancouver

The Deep Cove SCD Club invites everyone who plans to attend our Spring
Dance to join us for a free walk-through. We will do our best to get through
as many dances as possible.

Saturday, April 18 DEEP COVE SPRING DANCE
St. Catherine’s Church - 7:30 pm $20
1058 Ridgewood Drive, North Vancouver

The Deep Cove Scottish come join us for an

Country Dance Club evening of fun, friendship

and dancing to some
great tunes by Mary Ross.
Our dance program has
. something for all levels of
dancers.

DANCE PROGRAM

Black Donald.........cccccuvvueeennnnn, N IO Derek Haynes, Carnfroth Coll.
Butterscotch and Honey................. S T Jean Attwood, Alexander Coll.
Scotland’s Garden............cccccuuuuens R Roy Goldring, Auld Friends Meet
Best Set in the Hall............cccc......... e Book 46
The Red ROS€....cooovuieeiiiiieeee S Dunfermiine 90" Anniversary
Anne and Five Partners**.............. N TR John Brenchley, Kangaroo Paw
It Should Be Fun........ccocoevveenennnen. R Roy Goldring, Graded & Social 3
Anna Holden’s Strathspey.............. S Book 42
Glastonbury TOr.......ccoeeveeeieeeiienns R Book 47
Flowers of Edinburgh..................... R Book 1
A Special Birthday............cccceeeneee. S...Dorothy Hargreaves, Deep Cove Coll.
The Cranberry Tart.......cccceeeieeennee J....Terry Glasspool, Thirty Popular Vol. 2
Scott Meilke........ccooveiieiieeeeeee R Book 46
Northern Lights......c.ccccociiiieennnnnenn. S Charles Dobie, TAC Silver Coll.
Roselath Cross........cccocoveveeneeneenne et Book 41
Mairi’'s Wedding........cccevveeeiieennne R James Cosh, Thirty Popular Vol. 2

*** Challenge Dance - only for those familiar with the dance.
See the Branch website Events Calendar for the Dance Notes.
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Sunday, May 3 WHITE ROCK ANNUAL TEA DANCE

Elgin Hall - 3pm $15
14250 Crescent Road, Surrey

We look forward to
welcoming everyone
! to our new location at
| the historic Elgin Hall,

with its original
sprung maple floor.

See the Branch
website Event
Calendar for more
details.

SAVE THE DATE - Sunday, May 31st - 2 pm
Fort Langley Whisky Tea Dance
9167 Glover Road - Fort Langley

Pease join us for a delightful afternoon of
dancing at the Fort Langley Annual
Whisky Tea Dance, followed by our
legendary Strawberry Tea. See the
Branch website Events Calendar and
May/June White Cockade the program
and dance notes.

2020 Gleneagles Ball - 1:30 Sunday 13 December
Fairmont Hotel Vancouver

Gleneagles is pleased to announce our 57th annual
Ball. We invite you to join us in the elegant Pacific
Ballroom of the Fairmont Hotel Vancouver. Come and
meet your dancing friends at the reception. Enjoy the
delectable lunch. Dance both new and familiar dances
to the fine music of the Vancouver Fiddle Orchestra.
To complete the evening, indulge in an array of
decadent desserts. We look forward to welcoming you
to this gala event!
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TAC SUMMER SCHOOL - Register Now!

Enjoy a week of Scottish dance in beautiful Calgary
July 26 to August 2, 2020

Online registration opens March 1, 2020

For dancers of all levels
Basic | Intermediate | Advanced

Daily classes | Evening social dances | Formal ball & banquet |
Evening after parties | Accommodations & dancing
at Mount Royal University

Teachers

Janet Johnston, Scotland - Ron Wallace, California
Alan Twhigg, California - Barbara Johnston, Canada

Musicians

Judi Nicolson - lan Muir - Kathy Fraser Collins
Fred Collins - Terry Traub - Mary RossS

Teacher Candidate Courses for Units 2 & 3 and for Unit 5

July 19 to August 2 B
i ¥ Y

Scottish Country Dance Teachers’ Association (Canada) ’-ui.u <
www. tac-rscds.org =
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Teacher Talk

Meet Alison Moen

Scottish Country Dancing
/s in my bones...

| My mother, Shirley,
4 1" learned SCD at her English
| boarding school, continued at
St Andrews, then London, and
with Hugh Thurston’s group at
UBC. My father learned SCD,
though he was tone-deaf, but
as an engineer he enjoyed the
geometry of the dances. As

b they moved to Toronto,
Boston, and Ottawa, they found joining the local SCD group was a fine
way to meet people. In Ottawa there was often a room for the children
next to the dance floor, as there were many young couples.

We came back to Vancouver in the early 60s and Mum joined
Gleneagles. From age six, | remember going to Dancing in the Park.
There would be just two dances a night for the audience to try, but |
learned the steps and with the fearlessness of youth, would try any dance
Mum would allow. In 1978 | joined the Gleneagles Beginners class, and
then, after a promise to behave well, the Advanced class with Mum taught
by Simon. My first Fort Worden weekend and Gleneagles Ball were just
a few years later.

| took a few years away from SCD in the early 80s while getting a
Computer Science diploma at Langara College, starting my career at
Vancouver Wharves, and moving into my own apartment. Working as an
Air Cadet officer took up my spare time. Sometime around then | was
contacted to help make up the numbers for the 256-some Reel event up
at SFU, and | persuaded my new husband Gerald to try SCD. We made
some good friends at the Kerrisdale beginner class, and attended Fort
Worden again. We then danced with May’s class at Gleneagles, and at
Dancing in the Park. The night | brought my one-week-old daughter Erin
to DITP is the only time I've seen people leave the dance floor in the
middle of dance, to congratulate me and meet her!

We moved to the Deep Cove class, but after our second daughter
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was born, Gerald chose to stay home with Erin and Gwyn, and let me
continue dancing. Very soon Dorothy urged me to take my Teacher’s
certificate, but | resisted and attended only the weekly class. Somehow |
was roped into teaching the beginner Children’s class, including my own
kids, for a few years.

As the kids got older, | was able to attend more events, and
realized how much of a community it was. Jean Dodds also insisted that
| get started on my certificate. Once | was asked to fill in for injured
Katherine on the Vancouver Demonstration team, | realized there were
other dancers my age interested in teaching, so | signed up.

| had great fun going through the Teacher training in 2013 and
2015 with a good cohort of friends, and the mentorship of Dorothy as |
practiced on the Deep Cove beginners. | learned to fall asleep while
dancing the Unit 2 dances in my head — rarely got past bar 16. Duncan
gave us all the chance to teach at his Ceilidhs for practice. This was
terrifying at first, especially since | also had to tell the band what to do! |
found it a great balance to my career in Information Systems for
Timberwest Forest - working with people and movement, instead of
computers and numbers...

The range of activities | now participate in — teaching at Deep
Cove, improving my own dancing and performing with the Strictly Scottish
team, leading classes at the Branch, Deep Cove and Gleneagles,
coordinating Dancing in the Park, planning Heather Balls, teaching and
calling at Vancouver Ceilidhs, Celtic Ceilidhs with Blackthorn band, St
Andrews Ball, Highland Games, and several weddings each year - lets
me share the joy of SCD with people all over town. | have lengthy phone
calls with my mother to plan for classes, as she still teaches up on Quadra
Island. We meet at the dances in Nanaimo, Qualicum and Comox when
we can. | am grateful for Gerald’s support, as he cooks dinner for me and
sends me out the door again to another class...

Trips to TAC Summer School in Portland and Colorado,
Asilomar, Ireland with the IB branch in 2013 and finally Summer School
at St Andrews in 2018, have let me make friends worldwide, while
dancing and travelling with the great friends I've made here in Vancouver.

However stressful life, and traffic, has been, | forget about it all
when | step onto the dance floor.

Dance Scottish!

Photo by Kerry McDevitt - Alison (right) spinning with fellow teacher
Katherine Shearman at Glenayre’s Dance.
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Dancing News & Photos

Betwixt & Between

The 2019 Betwixt & Between dance was held on December 28th.
Thanks to the generosity of Mary Wattum, free admission was provided to 86
RSCDS members including dancers from Washington state, Quebec,
Newfoundland, Ontario, Montana, and California.

On one of Alex Jappy’s accordions, Mary Ross played incredible
dance sets, keeping our feet moving and spirits high all evening. | hope the
dancers enjoyed a program of both familiar and less common dances.

The intermission was shortened to 15 minutes and refreshments
provided at the end of the event. This allowed those concerned about the
weather to leave. Sandy Anderson, Chris Cardinal, and their team did an
excellent job with the treats at the end of the evening. Thank you to everyone
who contributed food to the occasion. Thank you to my decorating team of
Alison Moen and Jennifer Shearman.

Mark your calendars now for a ‘special‘ Betwixt and Between event
on Monday, December 28, 2020.

Left - Was great to
see Louise Steinway
here for the holidays.

Right - A broken
wrist didn’t stop
Jennifer Shearman
(pictured with
&« daughter, Katherine)
from enjoying a great
evening of dance!

Photos by Kerry McDevitt
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Strictly Scottish

The RSCDS Vancouver Branch Demonstration Team ‘Strictly Scottish’ under
the leadership of Team Director, Kay Sutherland, continues to thrive. Summer
at Canada Day and Dancing in the Park - Fall at Lady Aberdeen, Circle Craft,
and Dundarave Circle of Lights - Winter at the Branch and many other Burns
Supper - are some of their popular performances. They have also recorded
several videos that are on YouTube, the Scottish Country Dancing Dictionary
website and the RSCDS Vancouver Branch website Dem Team page.
Top photo by Peter Richards at Dundarave Cirlce of Lights
Below photo by Kerry McDevitt at the Vancouver Branch Burns Supper




Joining 9.5 million people world-wide, our own Burns Supper will be fondly
remembered. Our (164) guests enjoyed an evening of merriment, tradition,
ceremony and enlightened camaraderie, which led, naturally, to dancing.
Seoris Harrison oversaw the set-up and elegant décor. Guests, including
our two dignitaries, Lisa Dominato, Deputy Mayor of Vancouver and Dr. Katie
McCullough, Director of the Centre for Scottish Studies at SFU, were
welcomed by President, Heather Hankin, husband Richard, Poh Yu Chan and
Patricia Hollingdale. Gill Beattie and Roberta Esau checked everyone in
alongside Barbara Kisilevsky and Arden Williams, who were in charge of
drinks tickets. Once again, Dan Kilby & his family provided the bar service,
with a variety of beers, delicious BC wines and a choice of 3 single malts.

S o EA
=i : F

Peter Richards graciously offered
_to emcee for the evening, keeping
things running smoothly and on
time. Sally Marshall organized the
&4 Colour Party. Sandy Marshall, in a
flurry of flags, kilts, and gorgeous
*lbagpipe melodies, led them in.
¥ Haggis Bearer, Phil Holton bowed
" with panache as he showed off our

haggis while being piped-in. Phil

was followed by Isobel James, who

gave an authentic  Scottish
Zperformance, brogue included, in

her Address to the Haggis. Heather
graciously welcomed everyone in
the hall, which masterfully included
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many shippets of wonderful Burns verse in her address.

Mary Murray delivered the Selkirk Grace. Then everyone enjoyed a buffet
dinner. While we relaxed over tea, coffee and Louise Murphy’s delicious
homemade shortbread, the emcee presented each of the speakers. Hamish
Jackson delivered the Toast to Our Patron, Queen Elizabeth II.

Rabbie Burns, under the guise of a certain Hugh Aspinall, made a quick trip
to Vancouver to deliver the Toast to the Lassies. After 200 years of reflection
and regret, he admonished the lads not to make the same mistakes he did,
saying: “Love your partner, be faithful, be generous in your praise of her, and
never laugh at her choices, as you are one of them!” Words of wisdom, indeed!

With Cathrine Conings accompanying her on the
piano, Cheryl Jorgensen’s sung, poetic Reply to the
Lads was exceedingly entertaining. Dr. Katie
McCullough offered the Immortal Memory. She
_ described Burns as the “Peoples Poet” who
celebrated life and love; he “highlighted the beauty in
even the most seemingly mundane things”. She
noted that Burns’ love of women was also an
inspiration for his poetry, e.g., “It's not her air, her
L form, her face, though, matching beauty’s fabled
queen, ‘tis her mind that shines in every grace.” We
all raised our glasses to arguably the most famous
poet and songwriter on our planet (or at least in our Scottish world).
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After the speeches, everyone helped clear the tables and ready the dance
floor. Fran Caruth then invited us, experienced or not, onto the dance floor
where we all danced with joy to the wonderful music of The Tartan Players.
The Demonstration Team, Strictly Scottish, under the direction of Kay
Sutherland gave two, unique performances, making it all look so easy.

- = Fa

| offer my sincere gratitude to everyone, including
those behind the scenes who helped to make this
evening, once again, a wonderful memory. And
thank you to photographer, Kerry McDevitt for all the
great pictures. See the Branch website Event Photos
for more pictures.

Carolyn Stephens-Farrell, Chair, 2020 Burns Supper
19

Reply to the Toast to the Lassies

Now Robbie Burns you’re quite
the lad, the Lassies you adore.
But obviously your special love,
none other is Jean Armour.
Clairinda, Mary Morrison &
Mary Campbell too,
These Bonnie Lassies fired your
passion but not the best-for-you.
For Jean Armour was made of
stuff that we can now perceive,
Today such Lassies now we
know all have a shining star,

They’ve proved their worth & gained respect o’er all the-lands-afar.
Hillary is quite the gal, she stood by her man.
Her strength & power grew to be known through Yankee land.
So determined & very smart, her courage never spent
With head held high o’er troubled waters, she was nearly Pres-I-dent.
Jodie Wilson- Reybauld, guided by her ethics,
Showed to all Canadians, Justin’s silly antics.
But she was elected once again to serve from sea to sea,
And bring to court the scandal of Lavelin S-N-C
In this world of wars & strife there are some shining lights.
Diana, Malala, Greta Thunberg, they brighten up the nights.
Their youth, their passion & beliefs are helping us to find
A healthy, happier, safer world where evil is-left-behind.
Now Robbie Burns, let me give, some advice to you
To see the error of your ways & to Jean be true.
Remember it's to her you gave that golden wedding ring,
A red, red rose, a book of poems & a song-to-sing.
And so dear Friends we gather here to honour our Scottish bard,
With words of praise & words in jest, let him hoist his own petard.
And to all you Laddies here | say, to your Lassie would you bring,
A red, red rose, a Lamborghini, or a 10 carat-diamond- ring!
Gin a body, meet a body, comin’ through the rye.
Gin a body, kiss a body, need a body cry.
llka Lassie has her Laddie, nane they sae hae |,
Yet all the lads they smile at me when comin’ through-the-rye!
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Happy Hundredth Nell!

Nell Bird is living proof that Scottish country
dancers live long, healthy lives. On February
3, 2020, she celebrated her 100th birthday!
Nell leads an active life at her seniors’
" residence in Langley, and up until a few
years ago was dancing several days a week.

According to her daughter Lynne, Nell was
born in Roggwil, Switzerland, in February
1920 and came to Canada via the S.S. Melita
in March 1923. She spent her early life on a
Prairie farm with her six siblings. After visiting
her brother in Vancouver in 1944, Nell moved
to the west coast. She discovered Scottish
country dancing through her neighbour, the
late Frank Tschumi, and began dancing at
“ the old Scottish Auditorium. In 1980, Nell and
her late husband John joined the Burnaby Intermediate class taught by
Maggie Misfeldt.

Over the years, Nell also danced with the Delta Borderers, Lady Aberdeen,
the North Shore Seniors, and later the Thursday Thistles. She performed with
the Burnaby Entertainment Team and for years she looked after the catering
at Burnaby Club functions.

Nell is an expert cook, having worked as a professional baker. Many
dancers have been treated to her delicious scones. Her punch recipe is
jealously guarded by the Burnaby Club.

Rosemary Coupe

P
¢,

Nell with friends & the Burnaby Entertainment Team who performed at
Nell's residence February 1st. Top - Nell & Louise Murphy dancing at one
of the Gleneagles Balls. Photos compliments of Kerry McDevitt
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RSCDS Vancouver Branch Board of Directors

Elected at the RSCDS Vancouver Branch AGM on September 27, 2019

Executive Directors

President - Heather Hankin

Vice President - Vicki Downey
Corresponding Secretary - Gill Beattie
Recording Secretary - Sue Biddle

Treasurer - Stewart Cunningham

Directors-at-large with Specific Responsibilities

BC Highland Games Representative - Frances Caruth
Dancing Coordinator - Frances Caruth

Equipment Manager - Tereza Cabral

Events Coordinator - Sandra Anderson

Events Coordinator - Christine Cardinal

Membership - Barbara Kisilevsky

Publicity - Janet Mason

604.730.9581
604.298.9695
604.224.6751
604.619.1620
604.261.0162

604.922.6842
604.922.6842
778.321.5364
604.628.1845
604.583.6961
604.738.0257
604.942.1404

EMAIL CONTACTS FOR BOARD MEMBERS

While all direct email accounts for our Board Members have been
discontinued, you can still email any Officer or Director via our website:

https://rscdsvancouver.org/about-branch/board-members/

Click on ‘Send Email’ under Board Member’'s name

If you experience any difficulty contacting a director, go to our contact page:

https://rscdsvancouver.org/contact/

Click on ‘Send Email’ under the ‘Events or Branch’ heading.

RSCDS Vancouver - www.rscdsvancouver.org

Scottish Cultural Centre

8886 Hudson Street. Vancouver. BC. V6P 4N2 - 604.263.9911
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RSCDS Vancouver Branch Appointments 2019-2020

Archivist - TBA

Betwixt & Between Coordinator - Katherine Shearman

Burns Supper Chair - Carolyn Stephens-Farrell
Dancing in the Park Coordinaor - Alison Moen
Demonstration Team Director - Kay Sutherland
Demonstration Team Manager - Katherine Sherman
Graphics Consultant - Patsy Jamieson

Heather Ball Chair - Gail Urquhart

Love to Dance Workshop - Frances Caruth
Newsletter Editor - Mary Ann McDevitt

Nominating Committee Chair - Barbara Fancy
RSCDS Director USAC Ltd. - Stewart Cunningham
Website Manager - Mary Ann McDevitt

Other Representatives

Ceilidh Directors - Duncan MacKenzie
- Alison Moen

TAC Representative - Fran Hillier

604.671.2480
778.434.2683
604.980.0428
604.929.2745
604.671.2480
604.929.4884
604.433.6081
604.922.6842
604.929.2944
604.202.1113
604.261.0162

604.929.2944

604.536.9481
604.980.0428

778.285.1242

EMAIL CONTACTS FOR BRANCH BOARD APPOINTEES
Go to the Branch website Appointments page under the About Us tab:

https://rscdsvancouver.org/about-branch/board-appointments/

Click on ‘Send Email’ under the Appointee’s name.

If you experience any difficulty contacting anyone, go to our contact page:

https://rscdsvancouver.org/contact/

Click on ‘Send Email’ under the ‘Events or Branch’ heading.
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Vancouver Area Events Calendar 2020

Sunday, Mar. 8

Burnaby Spring Tea Dance

Saturday, Mar. 14

Vancouver Island Ceilidh Dance

Saturday, Mar. 21

Oceanside Spring Tea Dance

Saturday, Mar. 21

Heather Ball - RSCDS Vancouver Branch

Sunday, Mar. 22

Colin Dewar & Alasdair Macleod in Concert
RSCDS Vancouver Branch

Friday, Mar. 27

Vancouver Ceilidh Dance

Saturday, Apr. 4

Glenayre Spring Dance

Saturday, Apr. 4

Vancouver Island Spring Workshop & Ball

Saturday, Apr. 11

Seattle April Dance

Saturday, Apr. 18

Deep Cove Spring Dance

Saturday, Apr. 18

Vancouver Island Spring Fling

Friday, Apr. 24

Vancouver Ceilidh Dance

Saturday, Apr. 25

Nanaimo Spring Tea Dance

Sunday, May 3

White Rock Spring Tea Dance

Monday, May 11

Branch End-of-term Ceilidh

Sunday, May 31

Fort Langley Whisky Tea Dance

Mondays,
June 1,8 & 15

Massed Demonstration Dance Practices for
BC Highland Games

Saturday, June 20

BC Highland Games & Scottish Festival

Saturday, June 27

Seattle Branch “Crossroads” @ Friday Harbour

Mondays - mid-June
to mid-August

Celebrating 70 years of Dancing in the Park
Dates to be confirmed

July 26 to Aug. 2

TAC Summer School, Calgary

Friday, Sept. 18

RSCDS Vancouver Branch AGM & Dance

Wednesday, Nov. 11

Lady Aberdeen Tea Dance

Sunday, Dec. 13

Gleneagles Ball

Monday, Dec. 28

“Special” Betwixt & Between Dance

Times, dates and venues for Events are subject to change or an entire
event may be cancelled. Please check the Club or RSCDS Vancouver
website Events Calendar for the most up-to-date information.
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