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The white
cockade

- Heather Hankin 604.730.9581

- Vicki Downey 604.298.9695

- Gill Beattie 604.224.6751

- Sally Marshall 604.941.9758

- Stewart Cunningham 604.261.0162

- Peter Richards 604.929.2745

- Donna Main 604.525.9013

- Tereza Cabral 778.321.5364

- Sandra Anderson 604.628.1845

- Christine Cardinal 604.583.6961

- Barbara Kisilevsky 604.738.0257

- Janet Mason     604.942.1404

RSCDS Vancouver Branch Board of Directors

Elected at the RSCDS Vancouver Branch AGM on September 14, 2018
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 8886 Hudson Street. Vancouver. BC. V6P 4N2 - 604.263.9911

 by Kerry McDevitt
The Vancouver Branch Demonstration Team at the Burns Supper dancing

‘The Union Jack’  choreographed by Team Director, Kay Sutherland.

EMAIL CONTACTS FOR BOARD MEMBERS
While all direct email accounts for our Board Members have been
discontinued, you can still email any Officer or Director via our website:

https://rscdsvancouver.org/about-branch/board-members/

Click on ‘Send Email’ under Board Member’s name

If you experience any difficulty contacting a director, go to our contact page:

https://rscdsvancouver.org/contact/

Click on ‘Send Email’ under the ‘Events or Branch’ heading.



Frae the President
Each year, dancers say, “That was the Best Burns Supper I’ve ever

attended”. Then the next year comes along and the organizers exceed our
expectations.  So it was again this January as Jennifer Shearman and her team
produced a superb, sold-out evening, including speeches with a personal twist
that touched the heart, a delicious dinner, and a celebratory atmosphere in
tribute to our beloved Scottish poet.  Our marvelous Dem Team showed their
stuff with Union Jacks waving and feet flying. With many non-dancers
participating, Mary Murray led us through familiar and unusual dances to music
from the Vancouver Fiddle Orchestra filling every corner of the ballroom. If you
missed this splendid evening, do treat yourself in 2020.

As 2019 unrolled, our Dem Team, now known as “Strictly Scottish”, and
groups from several clubs performed at so many venues during the Burns
season that one dancer participated in 16 shows!  Their concerted efforts to
promote our favourite activity are much appreciated.  As is the excellent work of
Fran Caruth and crew on the Love to Dance Workshop and Tea Dance with the
music of the Tartan Players. We now look forward to the Heather Ball, chaired
this year by Gail Urquhart and team, with the finest musicians from Scotland,
Texas, and Ontario. A Musicians’ Workshop on the Sunday will be taught by
those same players – a rare opportunity to improve rhythmic and musical skills.

Spring entices us to dances sponsored by Burnaby, Glenayre, Deep
Cove, Fort Langley, and to the 65th anniversary gala of the White Rock club.
June urges us to attend the Highland Games.  July summons us to the TAC
Summer School in Calgary and/or Summer School at St. Andrews.  So many
events to enjoy with family and friends!

Along with the fun, please offer your help. The Branch Board has
established two new committees. The Nominating Committee is looking for
2019-2020 Board members to take over for those retiring in September.  You
can make their job easier by calling Cathrine Conings, Susan Stensgaard, Gerry
Stensgaard, Hugh Aspinall, and Patsy Jamieson.  Serving on the Board is not
hard and is a great way to forge deeper friendships. The Recruitment &
Retention Committee survey of dancers revealed that people come to us most
often through friends. They continue because they love the dancing, fun, and
socializing. Let’s share our dancing experiences both with friends and people
we meet. Our membership is down so reaching out is more important than ever.

We salute the incredible work of our teachers.  Alert: The Branch has
no teacher candidates this year. Dancers are encouraged to take the leap into
certificate training.  Fran Caruth awaits our calls.  Yes, we can do it!

And we will never forget the many contributions of dancers, spouses,
and musicians who have passed away.  They are missed by family, friends, and
the entire dancing community.

Heather Hankin, President, RSCDS Vancouver Branch
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Notices

EVENT PHOTOS ON THE WEBSITE
I have heard comments that some of you are unable to view our event photos
on the website due to the fact you are not on Facebook.  However, you do not
need to be on Facebook to see all the great pictures of the many Branch and
various Clubs’ events.  When you click on an event on the ‘Event Photos’
page under the ‘Dancing in Vancouver’ tab, it will open Facebook. You will
see the following message:

When you scroll down to the photos, a box will appear with the same
message. You can still click on any one of the photos and will be able to view
all of them using the arrow keys (< >).  Or you can click on the words ‘Not Now’
at the bottom of the box and it will disappear allowing you to view the photos.

There are a lot of great photos for you to enjoy!

On the recommendation of the
White Rock SCD Club that hosted
November’s Tea Dance, and on
behalf of the RSCDS Vancouver
Branch, I presented the proceeds
from the Lady Aberdeen Tea Dance
to Craig Longstaff, General
Manager of Honour House in New
Westminster. According to their
website, "Honour House provides a
free of charge, temporary home for
members of our Canadian Armed
Forces, Veterans and Emergency
Services Personnel and their
families while they travel to receive
medical care and treatment in the

Metro Vancouver Area”. The building is a 1937 Georgian style home that was
completely renovated in 2010.  Photo courtesy of Craig Longstaff.

 Heather Hankin, RSCDS Vancouver Branch President

See the Branch website Event Photos Lady Aberdeen Tea Dance
page (under the ‘Dancing in Vancouver’ tab) for a copy of the
lovely thank-you letter from Honour House. More information
about Honour House is available at https://honourhouse.ca.



You are invited to a

Musicians’ workshop
offered by RSCDS Vancouver

COME AND JOIN THESE MASTER MUSICIANS

  Judi Nicolson               Neil Barron          Fred Collins          Kathy Fraser-Collins
       Fiddle                       Accordion               Drums                       Keyboard

Taiwanese Cultural Centre (8852 Selkirk Street, Vancouver)

Please bring your own instrument* and music stand.  Armless chairs will be
provided.  Enjoy learning and playing Scottish tunes in rhythm and melody
sections, then together as one band.  Registration forms available online at:

*Keyboards can be provided at minimal cost for out-of-towners by request.
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….. to Scottish dance for a week in Calgary, Alberta,
July 28 through August 4, 2019 at Mount Royal University. It’s a super fun
time! You’ll dance and socialize with people from all over the world who, like
you, are there to learn and improve their dancing in a fun, supportive
setting. It doesn’t matter if you’re a relatively new dancer or have been
dancing for decades – there is a morning class that will be a perfect fit for
you - basic, intermediate, experienced and experienced challenge. You can
choose from a variety of mixed level optional afternoon classes and in the
evenings, everyone joins together to enjoy the social dancing and an after
party. There is a mid-week ceilidh, where we all get to appreciate the hidden
talents amongst us and the last evening there is a formal ball and banquet.
This event is seriously addicting! Go once and you’ll keep going back year
after year after year.
The week is organized by The Scottish Country Dancers
Teachers’ Association (Canada). You can go to their website

to check out the dance programs, costs and
accommodation details:

Sunday, March 3                                   BURNABY SPRING TEA DANCE
Charles Rummel Community Centre - 1 to 5                                              $18
3630 Lozells Avenue, Burnaby

We’ll enjoy the music of the five-piece band Kilbirnie
Station under the leadership of Janet Wright. Members of
the Burnaby Club look forward to welcoming you!

See the branch website for the dance programme & dance notes.

Saturday, March 23                                                  THE HEATHER BALL
Scottish Cultural Centre - 5:45 pm                                                              $80
8886 Hudson Street,

TICKETS STILL AVAILABLE AT:
https://rscdsvancouver.org/home/2019-heather-ball-tickets/

Enjoy an exciting evening starting with a champagne reception, followed
by a full hot supper, the Grand March, the Heather ball & soiree after

the dance!  Dance to some of the finest Scottish Country musicians:

There will be two walk-throughs at the Scottish Cultural Centre on:

Wednesday, March 13th & 20th from 7:30 to 9:30 pm.  Drop-in $7.50.

For billets contact Cathrine Conings at ccmusic@telus.net.

   See the Branch website Events Calender
        for the programme & dance notes.
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Dancing dates

Heather Ball
2019
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Friday, March 29                                           VANCOUVER CEILIDH DANCE
Scottish Cultural Centre - 7 pm                                          $15 (Students $10)
8886 Hudson Street

Everyone is Welcome!
Class is at 7 pm.  The dance from 8 -11 pm. No
experience or partner required. We teach you
almost everything! Loads of fun and live music
with our resident band, “Calanais”. Don’t miss our
end of season Ceilidh on Friday, April 26th.

Saturday, April 6                                               GLENAYRE SPRING DANCE

St. Laurence Church Hall - 7:30 pm                                    $15
825 St. Laurence Street, Coquitlam           (Full-time students to age 18 - $5)

Please join us for a fun evening of dancing to some great
music. We have devised a versatile programme that will
appeal to all levels of dancers. See the Vancouver Branch
Events Calendar for the Dance Notes.

Kelso Races*.................................R.......................Miss Milligan’s Miscellany
McMarley’s Cross*.........................S.........................................Rose & Thistle
The Scallywag...............................J.........................................RSCDS Bk. 52
Jessie’s Hornpipe*.........................R..........................................RSCDS Bk. 8
City of Belfast................................S.........................................RSCDS Bk. 48
Gaelforce Wind*............................J..............................RSCDS Graded Bk. 3
Australian Ladies...........................R.................................Glasgow Assembly
Charles Stuart*..............................S.......................Miss Milligan’s Miscellany
The Wind in our Sails....................J..........................Fallas-Golden Collection
Seton’s Ceilidh Band*....................J.......................Morison’s Bush Collection
Round Reel of Eight*.....................R........................................RSCDS Bk. 27
Seann Truibhas Willichan*............S.........................................RSCDS Bk. 27
Farewell to Balfour Road...............J.........................................RSCDS Bk. 52
Happy Returns*.............................R.......................Miss Milligan’s Miscellany
Flower of Glasgow.........................S.........................................RSCDS Bk. 46
Edinburgh Toy Shop*....................J.........................................RSCDS Bk. 51

Tuesday, April 9                        DEEP COVE DANCE WALK-THROUGH
Maplewood School - 7:00 to 9:30 pm                                                     FREE
420 Seymour River Place, North Vancouver

The Deep Cove SCD Club
invites everyone who plans to
attend our Spring Dance to join
us for a free walk-through. We
will do our best to  get through
as many dances as possible.

Saturday, April 13                                     DEEP COVE SPRING DANCE
St. Catherine’s Church - 7:30 pm                                                               $20
1058 Ridgewood Drive, North Vancouver

The Deep Cove SCD Club looks forward to welcoming
everyone to an evening of fun, friendship & dancing to the
wonderful music of Mary Ross. Our program has
something for all levels of dancers.

See the Branch website Events Calendar
for the Dance Notes.

                      DANCE PROGRAM

Duke of Atholl’s Reel.......................J..................................................
MacDonald of the Isles...................S...................................................Haynes
Orpington Caledonians...................R..................................................
The Scallywag*...............................J..................................................
Holyrood Strathspey.......................S..................................................
Laughing Lizzie..............................R................Hargreaves,
Best Set in the Hall..........................J..................................................
Dundee Whaler...............................S...................................................Clowes
The Fisherman’s Reel....................R.......................................................Petyt
                                                                   **************

Flowers of Edinburgh.....................R....................................................
The Water of Leith..........................S.....................Wilkinson,
The Torridon Cross*........................J....Brenchley,
Bratach Bana..................................R...................................................Drewry
The Flower of Glasgow...................S..................................................
Cutty Sark........................................J..................................................
Mairi’s Wedding..............................R......................................................Cosh

* Only for those familiar with the dance
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Saturday, May 4                      WHITE ROCK 65TH ANNIVERSARY DANCE

mailto:ljreel@telus.net
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Saturday, May 4                      WHITE ROCK 65TH ANNIVERSARY DANCE
Scottish Cultural Centre - 3:30 pm - doors open 2:30 pm                          $65

Royal Deeside Railway.................R........................................RSCDS Bk. 40
Craigleith.......................................R....................R. Goldring - Gr. & Social 2
City Lights......................................J.........................................RSCDS Bk. 52
Flower of Glasgow.........................S.........................................RSCDS Bk. 46
Currie Mountain.............................R...............................New Brunswick Coll.
First Rain of Spring........................J.........................................RSCDS Bk. 49
Miss Johnstone of Ardrossan........R...............R. Goldring - 14 Social Dances
Sapphire Sixty Five.......................S.....................................................J. Lang
Newark Castle...............................J...................P. Harland - Sunday Class 2
Falls of Rogie.................................R.........................J. Attwood - Alexander 1
The Raven’s Dance.......................J...........................D. Haynes - Carnforth 5
Dancing for Pleasure.....................S.....................................P. Blair - TAC 50
The Shetland Fiddler.....................R...........R. Campbell - Farewell My Fancy
Seton’s Ceilidh Band.....................J....................B. Fordyce - Morison’s Bush
Catch the Wind..............................R.....................................RSCDS Book 45
Triple Happiness...........................S..........................................RSCDS Bk 52
Bratach Bana.................................R.....................J. Drewry - Bon Accord Bk.

 With a very special event featuring music by:
Alan Small (accordion) & Gemma Donald (fiddle)

of the Lomond Ceilidh Band from Scotland.

The dance will be followed by a catered buffet dinner.
Tickets:  $65 - Advance sales only

Contact:  Laurie Lang 604.944.6678 or ljreel@telus.net

See the Branch website for the Dance Notes & Musicians’ Bios

SAVE THE DATE - Sunday, May 26th, 2 pm at the historic
 Fort Langley Hall, 9247 Glover Road

Pease join us for a delightful afternoon of
dancing to the music of the Tartan Players at
the Fort Langley Annual Whisky Tea Dance,
followed by our legendary Strawberry Tea.
See the Branch website Events Calendar and
May/June White Cockade for the programme
& Dance Notes.  - Admission $20

Saturday, April 6                                               GLENAYRE SPRING DANCE

Betwixt & Between
Dancing News & Photos

Thanks to the generosity of Mary
Wattum, 65 RSCDS members from
Canada, United States & Scotland
received free admission to the
2018 Betwixt & Between dance.
Visitors included dancers from
Vancouver Island, Bellingham,
Quebec, Ontario, Newfoundland,
and Inverness / Dundee, Scotland.
The dance program included
familiar and new dances for all
levels and Mary Ross’s wonderful
dance sets kept feet moving and
spirits high until the feast at the end
of the evening. Sandy Anderson
and her team did an excellent job
and the catering was smooth and
plentiful.  Thank you to everyone
who contributed food.
Mark your calendars now for the
next Betwixt & Between dance on
Saturday, December 28, 2019.
                      Katherine Shearman

Right - Poh Chan & Sue Biddle,
followed by Sheena & Graham
from Dundee, lead down the middle

Photos by
Kerry McDevitt

And a good time
was had by all!
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Vancouver Branch Burns Supper
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The Burns Supper is becoming very popular as many Scottish
Societies have ceased their celebration due to declining membership.  Again
this year, the event was sold out before the purchase deadline. Over 200
guests enjoyed good company, good food and wine, plus fabulous speakers,
great music and spirited dancing.

Our Burns night provided the full spectacle of handsome men in kilts,
piping, parading and dancing, plus a variety of Scottish accents. Guests
received a friendly welcome from Heather and Richard Hankin.  Gill Beattie
and Mary Ann McDevitt checked them in, Sue Biddle and Arden Williams sold
drink tickets, and Dan Kilby and family looked after the bar. Drum Cavers
emceed the reception and dinner.  Sally Marshall lined up the colour party and
Sandy piped in them and then the haggis procession. The haggis was carried
by Stewart Cunningham and Bill MacKintosh delivered the address whilst the
caterers quietly put the finishing touches on the buffet tables.  Christine
Cardinal provided a brief history before her Selkirk grace.

Whilst guests relaxed over Louise Murphy’s shortbread with tea and

coffee tributes to Burns were delivered.  Peter Richards brought a 21st Century
perspective to the “Toast to the Lassies”.  Dorothy Hargreaves responded with
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Lancashire wit. Our patron was toasted by Sandra Anderson. Pat Hollingdale
then delivered a very personal “Immortal Memory” to a spellbound audience.

The tables were efficiently cleared and we had a chance to dance off
some calories under the direction of Mary Murray. Despite many guests
having no previous Scottish Country Dance experience, she and our ever-
welcoming dance community ensured all had a chance to “take the floor” to
the spirited music of the Vancouver Fiddle Orchestra.

Kay Sutherland choreographed two unique performances by the
Branch demonstration team which delighted the audience with the ingenuity.
Smaller groups from this team plus the Branch clubs at Glenayre and
Burnaby continue to delight seniors at residences around the lower mainland
during Burns season each year. I am sincerely grateful to so many people in
our dance community for their contribution to this event.  This was the ninth
straight year that Pat and Drum Cavers have helped transform the Cultural
Centre auditorium with touches of tartan and the simplicity of primulas.

Left: Mary Murray who devised and briefed the very ‘Burns’ programme.

Right:  Duncan MacKenzie, a master at making the dance easy for everyone.
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 I think that Burns would have approved.
Jennifer Shearman, 2019 Burns Chair

Thank you to photographer, Kerry McDevitt. See the Event Photos page on
the Branch website for more great pictures.  And Ruth Burns took videos of
the Dem Team dances, which you will find on the Branch and Dem Team
pages on the website under the ‘Dancing in Vancouver’ tab.

 And above, Brian Corbould summed up the Burns Supper perfectly!

Photos by:
Kerry McDevitt

Page 11 Photos:
Top:  Sandy Marshall, Bill MacKintosh &
Stewart Cunningham toast the haggis.

Bottom:  Speakers - Pat Hollingdale,
Peter Richards & Dorothy Hargreaves

followed by Burns Chair,
 Jennifer Shearman
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Love to Dance Scottish Workshop & Tea Dance
What a delightful day of music and
dance. Some sunshine, no snow,
but very cold. The old heating
system may have taken a while to
warm up but our fabulous teachers
& musicians soon had everyone
dancing and gloriously warm. A
very big thank you to our expert
teachers, Rebecca Blackhall-
Peters & Katherine Shearman for

Top:  Never a shortage of seasoned dancers to assist our newer dancers.
Left: Susan Stensgaard & Gail Urquhart had a great time dancing.
Right:  Fort Langley’s Marie Bemner & Gerry Haynes allemande.

teaching us to be better dancers.  The wonderful music by Julie Smith, Naomi
Groom, Cathrine Conings and Natalie Thompson kept us moving smoothly
and gracefully. Thank you to the catering team for providing all sorts of yummy
nourishment throughout the day, ensuring that our energies never lagged.

In the afternoon, more dancers came to join us and we had a lovely
time dancing  to a great program devised by Jean Wagstaff and revelling in
the wonderful music of the Tartan Players – they are the best and we are so
lucky that they are part of our dance community.

Many thanks are due to the dedicated team who planned and
organized the day. Events like this don’t happen without the support of a lot of
volunteers. Thank you to all for contributing so generously – your ideas, your
energy and hard work. By all accounts, and according to the evaluations so
diligently completed by the dancers, the day was a great success. So we have
already scheduled the next Love to Dance Workshop for February  22, 2020.
Hope to see you there!  Meanwhile practice all the points you learned and just
keep dancing.                          Fran Caruth & Jean Wagstaff  - Team Leaders

Photos by
Kerry McDevitt



604.924.3180

604.671.2480

- Jennifer Shearman 604.739.3096

- Frances Caruth 604.922.6842

- Alison Moen 604.980.0428

- Kay Sutherland 604.929.2745

- Louise Murphy 604.987.3792

- Patsy Jamieson 604.929.4884

- Gail Urquhart 604.433.6081

- Frances Caruth 604.922.6842

- Mary Ann McDevitt 604.929.2944

- Cathrine Conings 604.299.6447

Stewart Cunningham 604.261.0162

- Mary Ann McDevitt 604.929.2944

- Duncan MacKenzie 604.536.9481

- Fran Hillier 778.285.1242

RSCDS Vancouver Branch Appointments 2018-2019
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EMAIL CONTACTS FOR BRANCH BOARD APPOINTEES
Go to the Branch website Appointments page under the About Us tab:

https://rscdsvancouver.org/about-branch/board-appointments/

Click on ‘Send Email’ under the Appointee’s name.

If you experience any difficulty contacting anyone, go to our contact page:

https://rscdsvancouver.org/contact/

Click on ‘Send Email’ under the ‘Events or Branch’ heading.
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Sunday, March 3 Burnaby Spring Tea Dance

Saturday, March 23 Heather Ball - Vancouver Branch

Sunday, March 24 Musicians’ Workshop - Vancouver Branch

Friday, March 29 Vancouver Ceilidh Dance - Vancouver Branch

Saturday, March 30 Oceanside SC Dancers Tea Dance, Coombs

Saturday, April 6 Glenayre Spring Dance - Coquitlam

Saturday, April 6 Vancouver Island Spring Workshop & Ball

Tuesday, April 9 Deep Cove Dance Walk Through - North Van.

Saturday, April 13 Deep Cove Spring Dance - North Vancouver

Monday, April 15 Vancouver Branch End-of-Term Ceilidh

Friday, April 26 Vancouver Ceilidh Dance - Vancouver Branch

Saturday, May 4 White Rock 65th Anniversary Dance

Sunday, May 26 Fort Langley Whisky Tea Dance

Monday, May 27 Highland Games Mass Dance Practice

Monday, June 3 Highland Games Mass Dance Practice

Monday, June 10 Highland Games Mass Dance Practice

Saturday, June 15 BC Highland Games & Scottish Festival

Mondays - June to Aug. Dancing in Stanley Park - dates to be confirmed

Friday, September 6 Vancouver Branch AGM & Dance, Vancouver

Monday, November 11 Lady Aberdeen Tea Dance, RSCDS Vancouver

Saturday, December 28 Betwixt & Between Dance, RSCDS Vancouver

 Vancouver Area Events Calendar 2018 - 2019

Times, dates and venues for Events are subject to change and an entire
Event may be cancelled. Please check the Club or the RSCDS Vancouver
Branch website Events Calendar for the most up-to-date information.

Deadline for submissins
To the White Cockade

The next Branch newsletter will be published on May 1st. The deadline for
submissions is April 10th.  All contributions are welcome and we do our best
to accommodate everyone as space permits.  Please respect the deadline as
it takes a lot of work and time to assemble the pages, add or edit content as
needed, proof, print and post in order to get it to your mailbox in time.
Thank you. Mary Ann McDevitt - editor@rscdsvancouver.org - 604.929.2944

mailto:editor@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:editor@rscdsvancouver.org

