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Officers

Chair

Peter Richards chair@rscdsvancouver.org 604.929.2745
Vice-chair
Heather Hankin vicechair@rscdsvancouver.org 604.730.9581
Corresponding Secretary
Gill Beattie secretary@rscdsvancouver.org 604.224.6751
Recording Secretary
Sally Marshall recordingsecretary@rscdsvancouver.org 604.941.9758
Treasurer
Laurie Johnston treasurer@rscdsvancouver.org 604.222.2519
Membership Secretary
Paul Lowe membership@rscdsvancouver.org 604.536.7660
Membership Secretary Delegate
Patsy Jamieson membershipsecretarydelegate@rscdsvancouver.org

                                                                               604.929.4884
Past Chair
Gerry Stensgaard pastchair@rscdsvancouver.org 604.451.1161

Other Directors

Archivist
Janet Mason archives@rscdsvancouver.org 604.942.1404
BC Highland Games Representative
Hamish Jackson highlandgames@rscdsvancouver.org 604.988.5750
Children's Program Liaison
Francis O'Farrell children@rscdsvancouver.org 604.321.0533
Events Coordinators
Sandra Anderson &
Denise Cunningham

events@rscdsvancouver.org
604.628.1845
604.261.0162

Publicity
Janet Mason publicity@rscdsvancouver.org     604.942.1404

RSCDS Vancouver Branch
Board of Directors 2016-2017

Elected at the RSCDS Vancouver Branch AGM on September 16, 2016
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How fast our dancing year speeds by. It seems just a few months
ago, I was gearing up to start my 2 years as Chair of the Branch and now we
are almost at Dancing in the Park and ready to say goodbye to our long wet
Winter and Spring. It was a pleasure to have all the usual events, Burns
Supper, Heather Ball and the class parties finishing with the Fort Langley
Whisky Tea Dance to pull us through the dismal weather season.

And speaking of events on our Calendar, make a note of the Annual
General Meeting on September 15th at 7:30 pm. Normally a fairly sober
event, last year, after the meeting we had a dance and music all courtesy of
Cathrine Conings. It was such a good idea that the Board has chosen to have
a repeat. We we will dance a shorter program to the music of Kilburnie
Station - that’s Janet Wright’s new group.

And if you are asked to fill a Board position - and there are several
available - please give the invitation your serious consideration. It is how we
keep the Organisation going.

Someone who has given us an enormous amount of help over the
years is Helen Hughes. She has finally announced that she is giving up her
White Cockade mailing job. Helen and her husband Al have been doing this
for as many years as I can remember!

Even though I am firmly based in the electronic world, my wife -
Kay Sutherland - insists on her hard copy which sits on her desk. I suspect
many of you do the same. We’ll miss the envelopes with the huge variety of
Canadian stamps gleaned from Post Offices around the lower mainland and
beyond, I suspect. But the mailed copies will continue.  If you feel that you
would like to continue the fine tradition, see our ad under Notices. With
stamps being self-adhesive these days, you don’t even have to lick them!

We wish them both well in retirement. Their service to the dancing
community, Helen with her White Cockade and Al on the door for every
event, will be missed greatly.
 Lastly, I wish all of you a wonderful summer.  There’s still lots of
dancing with DITP and TAC Summer School!
Peter Richards
Chair, RSCDS Vancouver Branch

Frae the Chair

There’s still time to join the Canada Day Parade
Celebrate 150 years  - 1967 to 2017

 Sunday, July 2nd - 4 pm
Visit our website Events Calendar for details

 or contact Janet at mason@sfu.ca
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Notices

TREASURER NEEDED
The RSCDS Vancouver Branch is looking a new Treasurer  to

join the Board in September 2017.  In general, the Treasurer:
● Manages all financial aspects of the Branch
● Receives, banks, and accounts for all Branch monies
● Distributes money from separate funds as authorized
● Keeps up-to-date accounts and provides regular monthly financial
updates to the Branch
● Prepares financial statements for the AGM
● Prepares budget and changes to budget as approved by the Board
● Provides annual financial statements to RSCDS HQ
● Arranges for insurance required by the Branch
● Maintains charity registration, including receiving GST refunds
● Maintains Society Act Registration
 If you have an accounting background, this is your opportunity
to give back to SC dancing what it has given you. Please consider joining
our team! Contact our Nominating Committee Chair, Fran Hillier at:

nominating@rscdsvancouver.org or 778.285.1242

We also have two openings for Members at Large!

This is your chance to make a difference, have your voice heard,
 and your vote count at the Branch Board Level.

CAN YOU FILL HER SHOES?
While we are eternally grateful to Helen Hughes for
her many contributions to the Branch and Scottish
Country Dancing over the years, we are currently
looking for a volunteer to take over her role in
getting the printed newsletters to everyone’s
mailbox.  Responsibilities include:
● Pick up newsletters from the North Van printer
● Purchase envelopes and stamps
● Get mailing labels from membership secretary
● Stuff envelopes and mail
● Liaise with Branch Treasurer re expenses

If you can spare a few days bi-monthly and want to do your part to
contribute to our dancing community, contact Mary Ann McDevitt at:

 editor@rscdsvancouver.org or 604.929.2944
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TAC Summer School 2017 at UBC is almost sold out!
Check their website at www.tac-rscds.org for a full description of

all remaining options and opportunities, including evening social dances
on a walk-in, pay-as-you-enter basis.

NEEDED: SHUTTLE DRIVERS AND GREAT PICTURES
Even if you are not registered, but have some free time that week

(July 23 to July 31), come and meet some of the people by helping us as a
shuttle driver. It is a 1.4 km walk between the residence and the dance
venue. If you can carry at least 3 people, and have some free time in the
mornings, or evenings (and stay for the evening dance), please let us know
that you can help.  Email ditp@rscdsvancouver.org.

Also, if you have a high quality picture that highlights Vancouver
or Beautiful BC, we would like to use it above our Dance programmes for
the evening dances.  Email ditp@rscdsvancouver.org Please tell us when
and where the picture was taken.
_________________________________________________________________

Summer Dancing in the Park

Please join us at 7 pm every Monday until August 14th, (except July 31st)
at Ceperley playground in Stanley Park for a fun filled summer evening of
dancing.  See the Branch website Events Calendar for more details.
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Andrew (Drew) Simpson
24 November 1947 - 21 May 2017

The scotch man, the mushroom
man, Drew, the dancer and our very
dear friend.

On the afternoon of 21 May
2017, in his own home on Prince Edward
Street, Drew passed on to a new place,
on another journey. The memories he
leaves in the hearts and minds of many
in our dance community will not quickly
fade. We will often recall his full and
shaggy beard surrounding a very
friendly smile and brisk chuckle as well
as his braided pony-tail falling across the
back of his collar.

For many, many years Drew has been a most congenial constant at all
our local dances, balls and related dance events. He always maintained his
committed interest and sure devotion to our shared activity and all who dance
within it. Drew was committed to our Branch and what it represents. He was
not only one of the longest serving, but also most devoted members of our
Vancouver Branch Demonstration Team.  In the past few years he took over
teaching the weekly Kerrisdale classes, eventually from a chair.

Drew loved a dram and he was a keen member of the Vancouver
Scotch Club. He also ran the Scotch Tasting tent at the annual BC Highland
Games where he informed and entertained both ardent and novice tasters.

On weekends and time off Drew was drawn to the local mountain
forest not only to hike but more so in search of the delicacies of various
mushroom types. He was active in the Vancouver Mycological Society and the
Alpine Garden Club.

At times, a combination of both work and adventure took Drew away
from Vancouver to the north and later to remote parts of Africa working in the
gold mining field.

Among us and among many, in your unique way, you have been a
sure and secure friend.  Dance on dear friend.  You will continue to dance
within our hearts.  Your kind and generous soul has gladdened ours.

                           Simon Scott

Leslie Dawes & Drew at the 2010 Gleneagles Ball - Photo by Kerry McDevitt



7

Tuesday, August 29                             FALL FROLIC WALK-THROUGH
West End Community Centre - 7:15 to 9:30 pm FREE
870 Denman Street, Vancouver

We will get through as many of the dances as possible.
(Please bring your own water bottle & water)

Saturday, September 2                                           WEST END  FALL FROLIC

West End Community Centre - 7:30 to 11pm                                                  $20
870 Denman Street, Vancouver

PROGRAMME
Andrew & Gordon’s Jig..........................J................Goldring, Graded & Social 2
The Whistling Wind................................R..................................................Book 36
The Sheltered Cove.................................S.........................Zadworny, Aye Afloat
Scott Meikle..............................................R.................................................Book 46
The Compleat Gardener.........................J...................................3rd Graded Book
Whimsical Kerry......................................S......................................M. A. McDevitt
The Lass of Richmond Hill....................R.................................2nd Graded Book

******Short Break*****
The Yorkshire Man.................................J.........D. Hargreaves, Deep Cove Coll.
Culla Bay..................................................S...................................................Book 41
Scotland’s Gardens..................................R.................All Around the Circle NFL
Shadow.....................................................J....................................................Book 50
Jean Martin of Aberdeen........................S.................................3 Dances for 2006.
Mairi’s Wedding......................................R.......................................Cosh, 22 SCD.

Friday, September  15                 VANCOUVER BRANCH AGM & DANCE
Scottish Cultural Centre - 7:30 pm         FREE
8886 Hudson Street

Please join us for our AGM & Dance.  This is your opportunity to
offer feedback and vote in the election of the new Board.  It will be followed
by a short programme of dancing to the music of Kilburnie Station.

  See the website and Sept/Oct White Cockade for more details.

Dancing dates

The West End SCD Club is delighted to invite everyone
to kick off the new dancing season at our Fall Frolic .

Refreshment to Follow Dancing - 50/50 Raffle & More!
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Dancing news & photos

   Dancers from the lower
mainland, Kelowna and
Washington State joined
Deep Cove for a fun
evening of dancing to the
music of Mary Ross.
   A great programme by
Kay Sutherland had
dances to suit everyone,
including three dances
by Dorothy Hargreaves
from The Deep Cove
Collection of Dances.

Deep Cove Spring Dance

   Thank you to Kay
Sutherland and Alison
Moen who MC’d the
evening and briefed the
dances. And thank you
to all the Deep Cove
members who made the
evening a success!

Photos by
Kerry McDevitt

Special thanks to
Edgemont

Village Starbucks
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White Rock Celebrate Canada Tea Dance

Photos by Kerry McDevitt
Above - Hugh Aspinall  & White Rock
incoming President, Marie Stirling
Centre - Annabel Herdman & Rosemary
Read lead down the middle
Below left - Susan Stensgaard enjoys a
dance with husband Gerry
Below right - Kerry McDevitt stands in for
Maureen (while the dance is briefed) and
dances an all round poussette with Hugh
Aspinall.  - Photo by Mary Ann McDevitt

        The sun was shining and
the view from the Star of the
Sea Hall lovely.
 A good day for a trip to
White Rock to enjoy dancing
to the music of the Tartan
Players.  Maureen’s dance
programme was augmented
by entertaining intros as to
the Canadian significance of
each dance. Great food and
White Rock SCD Club
hospitality topped off a most
enjoyable day with our
dancing friends.
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Fort Langley Whisky Tea Dance

Fort Langley offers a quaint, historic village with shops, restaurants,
and museums. Surrounded by the Fraser River and lush agricultural
countryside, it makes a great day trip  especially when combined with the Fort
Langley Whisky Tea Dance.  May 28th was a beautiful sunny day and the new
air conditioning was a welcome addition to the historic Fort Langley Hall.
Rebecca’s program and emceeing was thoroughly enjoyed by everyone as we
danced to great music by the Tartan Players. The afternoon was topped off
with the renowned scrumptious strawberry tea.  Thank you Fort Langley
Voyageurs for your hospitality and a most delightful day!

Top Centre - Phil Holton & Helene Nelson lead down the middle.
Middle left - John Lang &  Isobel Hyde watch Larry Onotera & Barbara Moritz and
Ann Ferries & Poh Chan poussette.
Middle right - Margaret MacKenzie & Robert Lopez lead up the middle.

Photos by
Kerry McDevitt
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Winter School in Pitlochry, Scotland
  This February, Susan and I (and Robin
Sommer) attended RSCDS Winter School in
Pitlochry, Scotland.  We travelled from Edinburgh
by train, making the acquaintance of a couple of
dancers from Cyprus.   Arriving mid-afternoon to
fine weather, we opted to walk to the Atholl Palace
Hotel.  The station master pointed us in the right
direction, and we set off trundling our suitcases.  It
was  a 20-minute walk to the hotel, culminating with
an up-hill grade.  Along the way we met Margaret
from Australia, so we already had three new
dancing friends before we even got to the hotel.
 The Atholl Palace is a grand Victorian hotel,

and offers lovely views of the surrounding hills - some snow covered.  Breakfast
was buffet style, with extensive food choices, including Scottish porridge. A
different dinner menu each evening, with several choices of appetizer, main
course and dessert was served to the tables.  Fortunately we used up lots of
calories dancing, so we could enjoy the culinary offerings without guilt.
 There were two 75-minute classes each morning - some accommodated in
the hotel, and some in venues in Pitlochry village, a 15-minute walk away.  The
teachers for the School were Mary Murray, William Williamson,  Mervyn Short,
Johan MacLean, and Raphaelle Orgeret.  We had classes with all but Mary, and all
were good with live music by excellent musicians.
 Social dancing to live music took place on three evenings.  In all cases
dances were briefed, but only a rare few were walked through.  Many dances were
familiar to us.  There was a Ceilidh on Sunday night, with some dancing, and a
variety of excellent performances.  The events were held in the hotel's Atholl Suite,
but the Ball at the end of the weekend took place at Blair Castle, a short bus ride
north through the Pass of Killiecrankie.  The high-ceilinged ballroom was very
atmospheric, with walls bedecked with stag horns and medieval armour and
weapons.  Stirring music for was provided by Nicol McLaren’s Band.  The only
minor downside was that the ballroom was filled to capacity, maybe a bit more,
but it still was a grand time.                                                         Susan & Gerry Stensgaard

Dancing with the London Branch
Fran Caruth (left) and Gill Beattie (right)
with Margaret Catcheck (Chair of the
London Branch) enjoyed an evening of
dancing on Pont St this May. The Hall is
located at the St Columba Church of
Scotland in Chelsea, London.

Photo courtesy of Fran Caruth

Meet Louise Murphy
Louise was born in Manchester, UK, and

immigrated to Canada as a child.  Her family eventually
settled in North Vancouver in a semi-heritage house that
could accommodate all ten family members. She now lives
in the garden suite of that family home, renovated after
her parents died, and her suite remains the “old
homestead” for gatherings of the Murphy clan.  Family is
one of her three passions in life!  The other two…
 Louise discovered SCD as a young teenager when

her family happened on Dancing in the Park.  She was instantly hooked and
SCD became another of her passions.  With Bernard and other siblings she
attended DITP weekly, watching patterns unfold and memorizing dances.  This
became her beginner class.  Then she discovered the Carisbrooke Club and Mary
Murray’s intermediate class…but she says she was always afraid she’d be found
out as not having attended a formal beginner class!
      Her first teaching experience was an attempt to teach her four sisters
and three brothers what she’d learnt DITP.  This ready-made set would last until
some started “fooling around,” so she never did complete a dance! Louise is
delighted that, after all these years, Bernard has returned to the fold.
 In 1975, after studying Classics at UBC, Louise followed her life-long
dream and entered a cloistered convent in Mission to focus more directly on
“seeking God,” her main passion in life.  She remembers teaching SCD to the
nuns at recreation.  She left after six years, not taking final vows because of
health problems, but having learnt a lot.  She continued working for the Church,
taking on the job of executive assistant to the Catholic Archbishop of Vancouver,
a position she held for close to 25 years.  Nowadays she is self-employed,
working a variety of jobs.
 She also took up SCD again, joining her much loved club, Gleneagles.
A casual comment from her teacher, May Loudon, set Louise on her path to
becoming a teacher herself and with May as her mentor she completed her full
certificate in May 2011.  She was entrusted with the Gleneagles B/I and West
Van Friday Seniors Program classes and has recently been privileged to take
over Maureen Hood’s Tuesday Seniors B/I class.  She also enjoys guest teaching
here and there.
 Continuing education in dancing and teaching is important to Louise
and she is looking forward to the TAC Teachers Weekend in July.  She dances
with the Branch Demonstration Team, a great teacher in itself, and recently took
over the job of Dem Team Manager.  While Louise loves SCD, she also loves to
visit with the beautiful people she’s met dancing over the years.
 Her vision of heaven includes being raised to the heights of treading a
light step in perfect SC dances, with heavenly music, perfect phrasing, covering,
and acknowledgement!

12

Teacher Talk
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2017 Teacher Candidate News

We have the Teacher Training results. All very exciting. The four Unit 5
final candidates Sarah Kell, Sarah MacQueen, Karin Wagstaff & Katherine Miller
passed. They are now bona fide SCD Teachers.

There were three candidates for the Units 3 preliminary teaching exam.
Helene Nelson and Aislinn Kenyon passed.  All three candidates passed their
Unit 2 personal dancing exam.  Michelle Fisher and Helene Nelson passed their
Unit 1 written exam.  We are confident Michelle and Aislinn will pick up their
missing Units next round.
              On behalf of every one involved, please record a very heartfelt thanks to
the Board for their wonderful support - by thought, word and deed as well as
their generous approval of financial support to the program. Fran Caruth

Top photo by Stella MacKenzie
Front from left - Sarah MacQueen and
Sarah Kell. Back from left - Karin
Wagstaff, Rebecca Blackhall-Peters,
Rosemary Coupe, Katherine Miller,
Fran Hillier, Helene Nelson, Michelle
Fisher, Aislinn Kenyon and Jean
Wagstaff.

Left, our Unit 5 candidates had a little
fun with socks. Mary Murray, centre,
did a quadruple take when all arrived
decked out in colourful knee highs for
their last teaching class.

Photo courtesy of Karin Wagstaff
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Thank you from the Teacher Candidates
As Candidates who have recently undergone dancing and teaching

exams at the Branch, we want to express our thanks to all of you, our friends
and fellow dancers, for supporting and encouraging us throughout the entire
process.

First and foremost we want to thank our spectacular Tutors, Mary
Murray and Rebecca Blackhall-Peters for their unrivalled excellence in the
teaching of Scottish Country dancing and precise technique which enabled all
of us to improve our personal dancing and increase our knowledge of the
finer points necessary to teach well. They always encouraged us to strive for
the gold standard in Scottish Country dancing, while remembering to
appreciate the music and value the social aspect of dancing together.

In addition, we want to especially thank Rosemary Coupe, who took
charge of the music during practice times and for the exams, and spent many
long hours coaching the Unit 1s through the Manual of Scottish Country
Dancing.  Without you, Rosemary, the impetus behind the dance would be
missing, as music is such an integral and necessary part of Scottish country
dancing that the two cannot be separated. Your precise timing and knowledge
of music allowed us to dance and teach with full confidence.

And who brought us all together for this marvelous experience?
Thank you, Fran Caruth, for managing the administration of our courses
which provided the framework within which we could all come together as
Tutors, Candidates and Dancers.  The Unit 2s also want to acknowledge the
special contribution of Katherine Shearman, Jennifer Shearman, Stella
MacKenzie, Mary Anne Mackay and Leslie Dawes, who made up our dance
team and were vital to our success.  The Unit 5s, all out-of-towners, are
grateful to our hosts (particularly Gill Beattie), and the “ferry godmothers”
who made sure we caught our boats and planes!

It was very comforting and delightful to have Jean Wagstaff and Fran
Hillier working tirelessly in the kitchen throughout the entire course – even
cooking a ham for lunch on exam day!  Hot tea and coffee, along with treats
and goodies kept us energized and happy along the way.

Finally, a heartfelt thanks goes to the “stooges” who came out on
many Saturdays to listen repeatedly to our instruction of the basic steps and
formations that were required for our exams.  Your dancing and patient focus
were essential to our success.

Michelle Fisher, Sarah Kell, Aislinn Kenyon, Sarah MacQueen,
Katherine Miller, Helene Nelson, Karin Wagstaff.
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 Betwixt & Between Coordinator

betwixtbetween@rscdsvancouver.org 604.671.2480
Burns Supper Coordinator
Sally & Sandy Marshall burns@rscdsvancouver.org 604.941.9758
Dancing Coordinator
Frances Caruth dancing@rscdsvancouver.org 604.922.6842
Dancing In the Park Coordinator
Alison Moen ditp@rscdsvancouver.org 604.980.0428
Demonstration Team Director
Kay Sutherland demteam@rscdsvancouver.org 604.929.2745
Demonstration Team Manager
Louise Murphy teammanager@rscdsvancouver.org 604.987.3792
Heather Ball Chair
Rosemary Coupe heatherball@rscdsvancouver.org 604.298.6552
Love To Dance Workshop
Frances Caruth dancing@rscdsvancouver.org 604.922.6842
Newsletter Editors
Mary Ann & Kerry McDevitt editor@rscdsvancouver.org               604.929.2944
Nominating Committe Chair
Fran Hillier nominating@rscdsvancouver.org 778.285.1242
RSCDS Director USAC Ltd.
Stewart Cunningham usca@rscdsvancouver.org 604.261.0162
Website Manager
Mary Ann McDevitt web@rscdsvancouver.org 604.929.2944

Other Representatives

Ceilidh Director
Duncan MacKenzie ceilidh@rscdsvancouver.org 604.536.9481
TAC Representative
Frances Caruth tac@rscdsvancouver.org 604.922.6842
North Shore Children
Francis O’Farrell          northshorechildren@rscdsvancouver.org       604.321.0533

RSCDS Vancouver Branch Board
Appointments 2016-2017
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Mondays,
 June 19 to Aug 14

Dancing in the Park
 Ceperley Playground - Stanley Park

Sunday, July 2 Canada Day 150 Parade

July 21 to 23 TAC Teacher’s Weekend, Vancouver (UBC)

July 23 to 30 TAC Summer School, Vancouver (UBC)

Tuesday, August 29
Fall Frolic walk-through - Free

 (W/E Community Centre)

Saturday, Sept  2 West End Fall Frolic

Sept 8 to 10 Fort Worden Workshop Weekend

Friday, Sept 15 Vancouver Branch AGM & Dance

Sunday, October 1 White Rock Fall Workshop

Saturday, Oct 14 Gleneagles Fall Dance

Saturday, Oct 21 A Simply Scottish Day on Salt Spring

Saturday, Nov 11 Lady Aberdeen Tea Dance

Nov 17 to 19 Asilomar Workshop & Ball (California)

Sunday, Dec 10 Gleneagles Ball

Thursday, Dec 28 Betwixt & Between Dance (Vancouver Branch)

 Vancouver area Calendar
Of events for 2017

Note - No Dancing in the Park on July 31st

Times, dates and venues for Events can be subject to change or
cancellation.  Please check the Club or RSCDS Branch website Events
Calendar for the most up-to-date information.

September/October White Cockade
This is a very busy issue with our list of Clubs & Classes for the new
dancing season, notices for classes, AGM and upcoming dances & socials.
The deadline for submissions is August 10th. However it would be
appreciated if you could get your materials in as early as possible.

mailto:editor@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:editor@rscdsvancouver.org

