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RSCDS Vancouver Branch Board of Directors 2015-16 

Officers 

Chair  Gerry Stensgaard  chair@rscdsvancouver.org  604.451.1161 
Vice-Chair  Peter Richards  vicechair@rscdsvancouver.org  604.929.2745 

Corresponding Secretary  Gill Beattie  secretary@rscdsvancouver.org  604.224.6751 
Recording Secretary  Sally Marshall  recordingsecretary@rscdsvancouver.org 
    604.941.9758 
Treasurer  Laurie Johnston  treasurer@rscdsvancouver.org  604.222.2519 
Membership Secretary  Patsy Jamieson  membership@rscdsvancouver.org  604.929.4884 

Other Directors showing specific responsibilities 

BC Highland Games Rep  Simon Scott  highlandgames@rscdsvancouver.org  604.925.9333 
Children's Program Liaison  Francis O’Farrell  children@rscdsvancouver.org  604.321.0533 
Events Coordinator  Heather Hankin  events@rscdsvancouver.org  604.730.9581 
Publicity  Cathrine Conings  publicity@rscdsvancouver.org  604.299.6447 
Safety Coordinator  Sue Sochasky  safety@rscdsvancouver.org  604.476.1946 
Director at Large  Janet Mason  directoratlarge@rscdsvancouver.org  604.942.1404 
 

Board Appointments 

Betwixt & Between Coord.  Katherine Shearman  betwixtbetween@rscdsvancouver.org  604.671.2480 
Burns Supper Coordinator  Gill Beattie  burns@rscdsvancouver.org  604.224.6751 
Dancing Coordinator  Frances Caruth  dancing@rscdsvancouver.org  604.922.6842 
Dancing in the Park  Alison Moen  ditp@rscdsvancouver.org  604.980.0428 
Dem Team Director  R. Blackhall-Peters  demteam@rscdsvancouver.org  604.530.0500 
Heather Ball Chair  Denise Cunningham  heatherball@rscdsvancouver.org  604.261.0162 
Love to Dance Workshop  Frances Caruth  dancing@rscdsvancouver.org  604.922.6842 
Newsletter Editor  Karen Sommer  editor@rscdsvancouver.org  
RSCDS Director USAC Ltd  Stewart Cunningham  uscs@rscdsvancouver.org  604.261.0162 
Web Site Manager  Mary Ann McDevitt  web@rscdsvancouver.org  604.929.2944 
Archivist  Mary Ann McDevitt  archives@rscdsvancouver.org  604.929.2944 

Other Contacts 

Ceilidh Director  Duncan MacKenzie  ceilidh@rscdsvancouver.org  604.536.9481 
TAC Representative  Jean Wagstaff  tac@rscdsvancouver.org  604.464.8103 
North Shore Children  Maureen Hood  northshorechildren@rscdsvancouver.org 
   604.922.4406 
 

 
Submission deadline for the next issue of The White Cockade: 
December 10 
 
Submission guidelines: 
■ Editable text — either in the body of your email or in a word 

processed file attachment 
■ Photos as attachments — .jpg preferred  
 
Please email submissions directly to the editor 
( editor@rscdsvancouver.org ). Thank you. 
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Frae the  Cha irFrae the  Cha irFrae the  Cha irFrae the  Cha ir     

 Where did summer go? It’s definitely looking like autumn in 
Vancouver, with lots of leaves falling earlier than usual after our hot, dry 
summer. Fortunately, we of the Scottish country dance community have a 
wonderful indoor activity to keep us physically and mentally active when 
outdoor activities become less attractive. Besides our regular classes, we 
have the the Lady Aberdeen Tea Dance coming up on November 11th, 
followed by a host of seasonal events. The list goes on, with full details 
provided elsewhere in this issue. 

 Speaking of classes, this is the perfect time for new dancers to get 
started. So, if you have friends or acquaintances who may be interested in 
trying Scottish country dancing, invite them to come along to your class. 
Most clubs offer a couple of night’s free trial with no obligation.   

 If you are reading this, chances are that you are a member of the 
Vancouver Branch of the Royal Scottish Country Dance Society. Thank you 
for renewing your membership, or perhaps joining for the first time. By 
being an RSCDS member you are supporting the world-wide Scottish 
country dance community, thereby enabling teacher training, publication 
and dissemination of new dances, and establishment and maintenance of 
standards of dance style. (These are only a few of the services that the 
RSCDS provides.) Thanks to the international reach of the RSCDS, the 
travellers among us can join in Scottish country dancing in far flung places 
and feel quite at home. It is really quite wonderful to be part of this world 
wide family of dancers! 

 
 See you on the dance floor, 
 Gerry Stensgaard 

 

Vinyl Records Available — Free! 

 
The Vancouver Branch has over 100 vinyl records to give away. 

Lots of Scottish Country Dancing and Scottish listening music. 

All available free through Fran Caruth: caruth@telus.net 
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DANC ING  DATESDANC ING  DATESDANC ING  DATESDANC ING  DATES     

Scottish Cultural Centre 1:15 pm $10 
 
The Burnaby Scottish Country Dance Club is proud to take its turn in 
hosting this popular Armistice Day dance. Proceeds this year will be 
donated to TB Vets and the Heart & Stroke Foundation.  

A donation of a plate of food would be most welcome. 

Crib notes for the program of favourite dances below may be found on the 
Branch website. We hope to see you all! 

Lady Aberdeen Tea Dance — Programme 

The Duke of Atholl’s Reel  ............... J  .......................................  Book 16 
The Royal Deeside Railway  ............. R  ...................  Arrowsmith, Book 40 
MacDonald of the Isles  ................... S  ...........  Haynes, Second Carnforth 
Miss Johnstone of Ardrossan  ......... R  ..................  Goldring, 14 for 2000 
Pelorus Jack ................................... J  .......................................  Book 41 
The Moray Rant .............................. S  ....................... Drewry, Silver City 
The Montgomeries’ Rant ................. R  ......................................  Book 10 
Trip to Bavaria  ............................... R  .......................  MacGregor-Brown 
Culla Bay  ....................................... S  ......................................  Book 41 
The Reel of the 51st Division ............ R  ......................................  Book 13 
The White Cockade  ........................ R  ........................................  Book 5 
The Minister on the Loch  ............... S  ...  Goldring, 24 Graded and Social 
Bratach Bana  ................................ R  ....................  Drewry, Bon Accord 
Seton’s Ceilidh Band ....................... J  ............  Morison’s Bush Collection 
The Belle of Bon Accord .................. S  .......................  Drewry, Deeside 2 
Oh Canada  .................................... R  ..................................  Hargreaves 

Wednesday November 11 Lady Aberdeen Tea Dance 

The Tartan Players — at the Fall Frolic 
photo: Kerry McDevitt 
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Tues Nov 24 St Andrews Dance  

Fort Langley Hall 7:30 $15 
9167 Glover Road, Fort Langley  Music: Mary Ross 
 
The Fort Langley SCD would like to invite you to join them for their annual 
St Andrews Dance in the historic Fort Langley Hall. We are thrilled to again 
have Mary Ross and her One Man Band play for the evening. Hope to see 
you there. 
 

Programme 

The Machine Without Horses ..........  J  ........................................  Book12 
Sean Triubhas Willichan .................  S  ......................................  Book 27 
Davy Nick Nack ..............................  R  ..... B Campbell Glasgow Assembly 
 
The Laird of Milton’s Daughter ........  J  .......................................  Book 22 
The Braes of Tullimet  .....................  S  ........................................  Book 7 
Orpington Caledonians ...................  R  ......................................  Book 49 
 
The Morris Dancers  .......................  J  ................................  Roy Goldring 
Miss Eleanor ...................................  S  ......................................  Book 49 
The Flowers of Edinburgh ...............  R  ........................................  Book 1 
 
Neil M Grant ...................................  J  .......................................  Book 49 
Neidpath Castle ..............................  S  ......................................  Book 22 
The Deil Amang the Tailors .............  R  ......................................  Book 14 
 

at the Fall Frolic 
photo: Kerry McDevitt 
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Scottish Cultural Centre 7:30 to 10:00 $6.50 Drop-in 
 
The Branch’s Monday night dancers invite you to join them for a fun 
evening of easy dancing and entertainment. 
 
Come and dance with us and join in the ceilidh. If you’ve a talent to share 
with us we’ll add you to the program! 
 
Inquiries: Gill Beattie  604-224-6751 

Monday December 7 Branch Christmas Ceilidh 

Saturday November 28 Delta Borderers Dance 

Kinsmen Centre 7:30 pm $25 
5410 - 10th Avenue, Tsawwassen 
 
The Delta Borderers would like to invite you to another special musical 
evening with Don Bartlett, a well known pianist from Toronto. For the past 
two years Donald has inspired everyone with his music and talent, and we 
are looking forward to more of the same this year.  

We hope you will join us to dance – listen – enjoy. For more information: 
Mairi Maxwell (604 946-2448) or Ruth Jappy (604 594-6807). 

 
Dance Programme 

Saw Ye My Wee Thing ..................... J  ........................................ Book 25 
Miss Eleanor ................................... S  ....................................... Book 49 
Orpington Caledonians ................... R  ....................................... Book 49 
A Bottle of the Best ......................... J ............................ The Dookie Book 
Bonnie Stronshiray ......................... S ......................... Glasgow Assembly 
David Russell Hall .......................... R  ....................................... Book 42 
 
Berwick Johnnie ............................. J .................................. Graded Book 
Cauld Kail (Strathspey & Reel) ........ M  ......................................... Book 9 
The Dancing Man ........................... R  ......................... 2nd Graded Book 
The First Rain of Spring .................. J  ........................................ Book 49 
Village Reel ..................................... S  ....................................... Book 20 
The Lass of Richmond Hill  ............. R  ......................... 2nd Graded Book 
Chased Lovers ................................ J  .................... World Wide Weavings 
The Silver Grey ............................... S  ........ Graded & Social #2 Goldring 
Maxwell's Rant................................ R  ....................................... Book 18 
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Tuesday December 8 Glenayre Club Christmas Party 

St. Laurence Church Hall 7:30 pm $12 
825 St. Laurence St., Coquitlam 

Please join us for an evening of social dancing. A fun programme with 
something for every level of dancer, with music provided by some of the 
very best SCD bands.  

Programme 

Circassian Circle* ..........................  R  ......................................... Book 1 
Balquidder Strathspey ...................  S  ........................................ Book 24 
Tribute to the Borders* ..................  J  ............................... RSCDS Leaflet 
Countess of Dunsmore Reel ...........  R  ....................................... Book 49 
Grant’s Reel*..................................  S  ........................................ Book 14 
Neil M Grant ..................................  J  ........................................ Book 49 
Long Live the Queen*  ....................  R  .................... Miss Milligan’s Misc. 
Miss Eleanor ..................................  S  ........................................ Book 49 
It’s Nae Bother* ..............................  J  ............................. 2nd Graded Bk. 
Bratach Bana ................................  R  ................ Drewry Bon Accord Bk. 
Muse Cottage* ...............................  S  ........................ Let’s All Dance Too 
Twa Sparkling Een* .......................  J  .............................. Katherines Bk. 

(*easier dances) 

Seniors Centre of the  12 – 2 pm Free Admission 
Kerrisdale Community Centre 
 
The Inverglen Scottish Dancers invite one and all to their Celtic Christmas 
Show in Kerrisdale. Red & White Wine Raffle with proceeds to the Dancers’ 
Costume Fund. We hope to see you there. 

Sandra Crosby 

Saturday December 12 Celtic Christmas Show 

Save the Date!  

Saturday, March 19, 2016 
Scottish Cultural Centre 

 
Start with a champagne reception followed by supper and the Grand 
March. Then dance to the fabulous music of Nicol McLaren & the 
Glencraig Scottish Dance Band from Scotland, with guest Judi Nicolson 
from Texas. 
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Monday Dec 28 Betwixt & Between 2015 

Scottish Cultural Centre Dancing at 7:30 
8886 Hudson St. Free for RSCDS members 
music by Mary Ross $15 admission 
 
Looking for something fun and festive to do between holiday gatherings? 
Come dance to the irresistible music of Mary Ross at our annual Betwixt 
and Between dance, sponsored in part by the Mary Wattnum Fund. We 
hope you will bring a small offering of seasonal fare to share at the supper 
table.  
 
A Capital Jig  .................................. J ..............................  5 Dances 2009 
The Minister on the Loch  ............... S  .......... 24 Graded & Social Dances 
Mary Wattum’s Reel  ....................... R  ........... Vancouver Ruby Collection 
I Mind Hid Fine ** ........................... M  .......  Vancouver Golden Collection 
Napier’s Index  ................................ J  .......................................  Book 45 
Castle Douglas  ............................... S  ................  12 More Social Dances 
The Magic of Merrill ** .................... R  ................................ Unpublished 
 
Tribute to the Borders ..................... J  ........................................  Leaflets 
The Trysting Place** ........................ S  ......................................  Book 35 
Polharrow Burn  ............................. R  ...............  3 Dances by Hugh Foss 
Wild Geese  ..................................... J  .......................................  Book 24 
Northern Lights  ............................. S  .....TAC Silver Anniversary Dances 
The Black-Haired Lassie ................. R  .........................  Let’s All Dance 2 
 
(** Denotes more difficult dances) 

Scottish Cultural Centre 
 
Get ready for Valentine’s Day! 
 
Mark your calendar now for the Love to Dance Workshop and Tea Dance. 
Fabulous music and dancing; great teachers and lots of fun. 
 
This year, your teachers will be Rebecca Blackhall-Peters and Ruth Jappy. 
Music for the Tea Dance will be provided by the Tartan Players. 
 
Watch the website for more details and register early as this workshop has 
sold out in recent years. Registration forms available mid-November. 
 
Inquiries: Fran Caruth 604-922-6842 or Jean Wagstaff 604-371-1939 

Saturday Feb 13 Love to Dance Workshop & Tea Dance 
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Scottish Cultural Centre Bar 6:00 Tickets $55 
8886 Hudson St Dinner 7:00 
 
Now is the time to buy your tickets for the Vancouver Branch Burns 
Supper, to be held on January 16th, 2016! 

Come and join us at our 42nd annual celebration of the life and works of 
Robert Burns. This evening is a genuine bargain at $55 a ticket, as it 
includes a traditional Scottish meal with all the trimmings, a no-host bar 
for wine, beer and a whisky, wonderful music from the Tartan Players, 
entertainment by the Vancouver Demonstration Team, and a varied dance 
programme with a dance for everyone! It is also an ideal night to bring your 
non-dancing family and friends. 

Tickets are available from November 11th — through your club 
representative, at gillibeattie@gmail.com or 604-224-6751, or through 
PayPal on the rscdsvancouver.org website. Crib sheets will be posted on 
the RSCDS website.  

Looking forward to seeing you there, 
 Gill Beattie 
 

Burns Supper — Programme 

Gay Gordons (Trad.) .......................  M ............................ Non-Progressive 
Jig to the Music..............................  J  .................................... 2nd Graded 
The Royal Deeside Railway .............  R  ........................................ Book 40 
Seann Triubhas Willichan ..............  S  ........................................ Book 27 
Tae Fife and Back  ..........................  J  .......................... Goldring 12 More 
A Sunny Sunday ............................  R  ............................. Vancouver 50th 
 
Burns Night ...................................  J  ................................... Boston 50th 
The Spirit of the Dance ...................  S  ....................................... TAC 50th 
Miss Johnstone of Ardrossan .........  R  ....................................... Goldring 
Follow Me Home .............................  J  ........................................ Book 38 
Miss Eleanor ..................................  S  ........................................ Book 49 
The Homecoming Dance .................  R  ........................ RSCDS 5 for 2009 

Saturday January 16 Branch Burns Supper 

piper: Sandy Marshall 
haggis bearer: Gerry Stensgaard 
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News and NOT ICESNews and NOT ICESNews and NOT ICESNews and NOT ICES     

The Mystery of the 1967 Vancouver Ceilidh Club 

 This beautifully handcrafted card, presented to Mrs. Bingham by the 
Ceilidh Club in 1967, was donated to the Vancouver Branch Archives by 
Mary Brandon. The front of the card and envelope both say Ceilidh Club 
Vancouver and the card is dated 12.12.67. There is a notice in a 1967 
Branch Newsletter referring to “a Christmas Ceilidh.” It advises a Ceilidh 
will be held at the Scottish Auditorium on Tuesday December 12th. This is 
to be a special evening in honour of Mrs Bingham and a varied programme 
of entertainment has been planned.  

 And there the trail goes cold.  

 We know that Mrs. Bingham retired from night school teaching in 
1967. Her class (the Vancouver Night School SCD Club) presented her with 
a satin roll with their names at their final party on April 21st. I contacted 
some dancers in a picture from that party as well as some other long time 
dancers. No one recalls the Ceilidh Club or the Dec 12th Ceilidh. One 
dancer suggested the Ceilidh club may have been from Mrs. MacNab’s 
group. Another dancer involved with the Vancouver Ladies Pipe Band 
recalls they did hold Ceilidhs. However, she never attended any of these 
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dances and did not know if they called themselves the Ceilidh Club. 
Unfortunately that trail too went cold, as the pipe band no longer exists. 

 Perhaps the Ceilidh Club was a combination of some of Mrs. MacNab’s 
dancers and pipe band members? There is, again only speculation, that the 
card may have been created by Alistair Ross, an art teacher who was very 
active in the early days of the Branch creating designs for decorations and 
ball programs. Although it is believed he did not dance with Mrs. MacNab, 
perhaps he was commissioned to create the card if it is indeed his work? 
Or perhaps the Ceilidh Club was not from Mrs. MacNab’s group? There is a 
line in a June 1968 newsletter stating the Ceilidh Club holds monthly 
dances at the Scottish Auditorium, but who are they?  

 I would very much like to solve this mystery and post the card and its 
history to our website. If anyone recognizes the card or remembers the 
Ceilidh Club or the Dec 12, 1967 Ceilidh, I would love to hear from you. 
Please contact me at archives@rscdsvancouver.org or 604.929.2944. I 
would like to thank former Archivist, Rosemary Coupe, for all her 
assistance in what we did find. And thank you to those who took the time 
to respond to my queries and provide input. 

Mary Ann McDevitt 
RSCDS Vancouver Branch Archivist 

Report from the 

Annual General Meeting 2015 

 The Branch’s Annual General Meeting was held on September 18 in 
the Caberfeidh Room of the Scottish Cultural Centre. Despite a number of 
staunch Branch members being out of town or otherwise unavailable, a 
quorum was obtained and Chairman Gerry Stensgaard called the meeting 
to order at 7:30 pm. With regard to reports received by the meeting, the 
only one raising questions was the Statement of Financial Position 
prepared by our accountants, which contained some apparently 
anomalous entries. The Treasurer being absent from the meeting, the 
Financial Statements were referred back to him for review.  

 The Nominating Committee, comprised of Sandy Caruth and Mary 
Anne MacKay, brought two new members to the Board, namely Gillian 
Beattie (our new Corresponding Secretary) and Janet Mason (Director at 
Large). As no positions were contested, the slate was elected by 
acclamation. Thank you to retiring Board members Vicki Downey, Mary 
Ann McDevitt and Jennifer Shearman — your contributions to the Branch 
have been greatly appreciated. A vote of appreciation is due to the 
nominating committee for taking on a challenging assignment and coming 
forth with two excellent candidates.   

 The motion to adjourn was carried 25 minutes after the call to order — 
possibly a new record. Those present then socialized and enjoyed 
refreshments catered by Isobel James and Phil Holton. 

Gerry Stensgaard 
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Vancouver Area Events: 2015 Vancouver Area Events: 2015 Vancouver Area Events: 2015 Vancouver Area Events: 2015 –    2016201620162016    

Dates and events subject to change. For the most up-to-date listings, visit 
www.rscdsvancouver.org/calendar-events/ 

Nov 1 Fall Workshop & sale – White Rock Feb 5 Vancouver Ceilidh Dance 

Nov 7 Vancouver Fiddle Orchestra 
Concert 

Feb 6 Bellingham Social 

Nov 11 Lady Aberdeen Tea Dance Feb 10 White Cockade submission deadline 

Nov 13-15 Asilomar Workshop and Ball Feb 13 Love to Dance Wkshop & Tea Dance 

Nov 14 Bellingham Social Dance Feb 20 Valentines Tea Dance – Van. Island 

Nov 21 St Andrews Ball – Vancouver Feb 26 Vancouver Ceilidh Dance 

Nov 21 Dance Party + Pot Luck – Seattle Mar 12 Bellingham Social Dance 

Nov 24 St Andrews Dance – Fort Langley Mar 13 Spring Workshop – White Rock 

Nov 27 Vancouver Ceilidh Dance Mar 19 Heather Ball 

Nov 28 Delta Borderers Dance April 2 April Workshop & Social – Van. 
Island 

Dec 5 Children and Family Christmas 
Party – North Shore 

Mar 25 Vancouver Ceilidh Dance 

Dec 7 Vancouver Branch classes end; 
Christmas Ceilidh 

Apr 9 Children’s Easter Party – North 
Shore 

Dec 8 Christmas Dance – Glenayre Apr. 9 Bellingham Social 

Dec 10 White Cockade submission 
deadline 

Apr. 10 White Cockade submission deadline 

Dec 12 Christmas Social –Bellingham Apr.11 Vancouver Spring Celidh 

Dec 13 Gleneagles Ball Apr. 16 Deep Cove Dance 

Dec 28 Betwixt & Between Apr. 29 Annual Ceilidh – White Rock 

Jan 8 Vancouver Ceilidh Dance Apr. 29 Vancouver Ceilidh Dance 

Jan, 9 Bellingham Social Dance Apr. 30 20th Annual Workshop – Vernon 

Jan16 Vancouver Branch Burns Supper May 1 Annual May Dance – White Rock 

Jan 23 Burns Supper – Vancouver May 14 Bellingham Social 

Jan 23 Burns Supper – Tam O’ Shanter May 29 Whiskey Tea Dance – Ft Langley 

Jan 23 Burns Supper – Seattle Jun.18 BC Highland Games 


