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RSCDS Vancouver Branch Board of Directors 2014 - 2015
A new Board of Directors was elected at the Annual General Meeting held September 19, 2014

OFFICERS
Chair     Gerry Stensgaard chair@rscdsvancouver.org         604.451.1161
Vice-Chair    Peter Richards   vicechair@rscdsvancouver.org     604.929.2745
Corresponding Secretary Vicki Downey   secretary@rscdsvancouver.org         604.298.9695
Recording Secretary  Sally Marshall              recordingsecretary@rscdsvancouver.org   604.941.9758
Treasurer    Laurie Johnston   treasurer@rscdsvancouver.org     604.222.2519
Membership Secretary  Patsy Jamieson   membership@rscdsvancouver.org     604.929.4884

OTHER DIRECTORS showing specific responsibilities
Archivist     Mary Ann McDevitt archives@rscdsvancouver.org     604.929.2944
BC Highland Games Rep  Simon Scott             highlandgames@rscdsvancouver.org     604.925.9333
Children's Program Liaison Francis O’Farrell  children@rscdsvancouver.org     604.321.0533 
Events Coordinator  Heather Hankin  events@rscdsvancouver.org           604.730.9581 
Publicity     Cathrine Conings  publicity@rscdsvancouver.org     604.299.6447
Safety Coordinator  Sue Sochasky  safety@rscdsvancouver.org      604.937.7967

BOARD APPOINTMENTS
50th Anniversary Chair  Jean Wagstaff  50@rscdsvancouver.org      604.464.8103
Betwixt & Between Co-ord Frances Caruth   dancing@rscdsvancouver.org     604.922.6842                                         
Burns Supper Coordinator Gill Beattie    burns@rscdsvancouver.org      604.224.6751
Dancing Coordinator  Frances Caruth   dancing@rscdsvancouver.org     604.922.6842
Dancing in the Park   Frances Caruth   dancing@rscdsvancouver.org     604.922.6842
Dem Team Director  R. Blackhall-Peters   demteam@rscdsvancouver.org     604.530.0500
Love to Dance Workshop Frances Caruth   dancing@rscdsvancouver.org     604.922.6842
Newsletter Editor   Eleanor Pedersen  editor@rscdsvancouver.org      604.538.4095
RSCDS Director USAC Ltd Stewart Cunningham uscs@rscdsvancouver.org      604.261.0162 
Web Site Manager   Mary Ann McDevitt web@rscdsvancouver.org         604.929.2944

OTHER CONTACTS
Ceilidh Director    Duncan MacKenzie  ceilidh@rscdsvancouver.org      604.536.9481 
North Shore Children   Maureen Hood           northshorechildren@rscdsvancouver.org   604.922.4406 
TAC Representative  Jean Wagstaff   tac@rscdsvancouver.org      604.464.8103

HAPPY NEW YEAR FRAE THE CHAIR

Happy New Year, and lang may your lum reek!  I hope that you have all had a 
chance to sit back and catch your breath after the many great Scottish country 
dancing events leading up to Christmas.  Susan and I danced at the Fort Langley 
St. Andrew’s Dance with music by Mary Ross, and it was lots of fun and well 
attended despite a very rainy night. Unfortunately we were unable to attend the 
Delta Borderers’ Dance, but by all accounts it was up to standard with another 
interesting dance programme by Ruth Jappy and music by Don Bartlett.  Next 
up was the Children’s and Family Christmas Party, which we attended after 
quite a few years’ absence.  This was Maureen Hood’s final event as leader of 
the North Shore Children’s Group and the Delbrook Scottish Dancers.  Maureen 
has been active in introducing our youth to Scottish country dancing for 29 
years, and over this period she has taught hundreds of children, including our 
daughter Shannon. In the course of the party, Maureen received many 
accolades, and I made a presentation to her and thanked her on behalf of the 
Branch.  The Children’s Group will continue under the direction of Maureen’s 
daughter Colette Hamner with assistance from up-and-coming teacher Louise 
Steinway. The children are in good hands. Then it was off to the Glenayre 
Christmas Party.  Jean Wagstaff’s programme had a nice mixture of easier and 
more challenging dances, so there was something for everybody.  As usual, the 
food tables were complaining under the weight of the Christmas goodies at 
break time.  
As I write, the Gleneagles Grand Ball is still to come, and we’re looking 
forward to this event held in the Hotel Vancouver’s elegant Pacific Ballroom.  
After enjoying a lovely buffet meal, we’ll dance away the afternoon to the 
stirring music of the Vancouver Fiddle Orchestra; what a lovely prelude to 
Christmas!  We’ll wind up the year with the traditional Betwixt and Between 
Dance to be held on December 27th.  At this event,  Mary Ross will again put 
“life and mettle in our heels”, which should help to shake off a bit of Christmas 
turkey. 
During the past months, our Branch Demonstration Team has been busy 
rehearsing, and performing at a number of events including the St. Andrew’s 
Ball and the German Christmas Market (the latter in freezing conditions for the 
second year in a row!).   The Dem Team is the Branch's ambassadorial group, 
which goes out into the community to both entertain and promote our wonderful 
pastime. Keep this resource in mind if you are organizing an event,  big or small.  
Contact the Team Manager, Duncan MacKenzie. 
Looking forward, there are many exciting dance events in the offing, including 
the Branch Burns Supper, the Love to Dance Workshop and Tea Dance in 
February, and the Golden Jubilee Ball on March 21st.  The latter will be the 
final spectacular event of the Branch’s 50th Anniversary year.   The Ball will be 
held at the Hellenic Centre on Arbutus Street,  which affords a large wooden 
dance floor, and an ample stage for the Torridon Scottish Dance Band with 
guest musicians Ian Muir (Scotland) and Judi Nicolson (Texas).  There is 
enough space around the dance floor to allow a number of tables to remain in 
place during the dance, which will be enjoyed during the breaks.   It will be a 
grand event - don’t miss it!  See you on the floor.

Gerry Stensgaard

Publication of  the White Cockade is on the first of  September, November, 
January, March and May. Deadline for submissions is the 10th of  the preceding 
month. All contributions of  photos, letters or articles are welcome. Send to 
editor@rscdsvancouver.org or mail to the Scottish Cultural Centre. Many 
thanks to all members who contributed to this January - February 2015 issue.

2 3

IN THIS ISSUE
........................................................................................................Frae the Chair 3
........................................................................................................Dancing Dates 4

...................................................................................................................Notices 8 
...............................................................................................Asilomar Weekend 11

..........................................................................................Lady Aberdeen Dance 12
................................................................................Vancouver Fiddle Orchestra 14

........................................................................................Delta Borderers’ Dance 15
..................................................................................Children’s Christmas Party 16

....................................................................................................Gleneagles Ball 18
Love to Dance Workshop & Dance..........................................................Brochure

mailto:vicechair@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:vicechair@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:chair@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:chair@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:secretary@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:secretary@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:recordingsecretary@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:recordingsecretary@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:treasurer@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:treasurer@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:membership@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:membership@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:archives@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:archives@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:highlandgames@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:highlandgames@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:children@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:children@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:events@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:events@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:publicity@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:publicity@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:safety@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:safety@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:50th@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:50th@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:dancing@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:dancing@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:burns@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:burns@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:dancing@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:dancing@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:dancing@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:dancing@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:demteam@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:demteam@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:dancing@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:dancing@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:editor@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:editor@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:uscs@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:uscs@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:web@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:web@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:ceilidh@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:ceilidh@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:northshorechildren@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:northshorechildren@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:tac@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:tac@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:editor@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:editor@rscdsvancouver.org


Friday, January 9                                           CEILIDH  DANCE
Scottish Cultural Centre  7 pm class          $10 adults
8886 Hudson Street  8 pm dance        $8 students

DANCING DATES

BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW 
for the Branch Burns Supper on January 17th, 2015

Join us for our 41st annual celebration of the life and works of Robert 
Burns, including a traditional  Scottish meal with all  the trimmings.  There 
will  be wonderful  music from the Vancouver Fiddle Orchestra; a varied 
dance programme and something for everyone!  It is an ideal night to 
bring your non-dancing family and friends and the Vancouver 
Demonstration Team will entertain us.
Tickets are ava i lab le f rom your c lub representa t ive ; o r 
gillibeattie@gmail.com 604 224 6751; or through PayPal or by credit 
card on the rscdsvancouver.org website. Crib sheets are posted on the 
website.  Looking forward to seeing you there.                             Gill Beattie!

Burns Supper Programme
................................... ...............................A Scottish Jig J Let’s All Dance

....................... ...........................................Flowers of Edinburgh R Book 1
................. ..........................................The Duke of Atholl’s Reel J Book 16

..................................... ...................................Bruce’s Men S Scotia Suite
........................... .........................................The Pawling Porch R Brunken
......................... .....................................The Dundee Whaler S Ormskirk 1

...................................... ....................................Burns Night  J Boston 50th
Intermission

..................................... ............................................The Triumph R Book1
................. .......................................Seaton’s Ceilidh Band*** J Bush Coll.

..................... .........................................Linnea’s Strathspey*** S Book 47
............................. ..........................................Macleod’s Fancy  J Book 33
........................... ....................................Da Rain Dancin’*** R Whiteadder

Saturday, January 17                      BRANCH BURNS SUPPER
Scottish Cultural Centre               Bar 6:00 pm                        Tickets  $55
8886 Hudson Street     Dinner 7:00 pm

Saturday, January 24           TAMS’ BURNS DINNER DANCE
Star of the Sea Hall       doors open 5.30 pm                      tickets $55
15262 Pacific Ave White Rock     dinner 6:30 pm    children under 10 $30

21st Annual Robert Burns Celebration
RANTIN’ ROVIN’ ROBIN

Hosted by the TAM O’SHANTER DANCERS
Entertainment 8:00 pm     Ceilidh Dancing 9:00 pm

Enjoy an evening of Scottish entertainment, haggis and ceilidh dancing. 
Call Grant 604 345 5433  or Cheryl 604 535 8949

tamoshanterdancers.com

Friday, February 6!                                       CEILIDH  DANCE
Scottish Cultural Centre  7 pm class          $10 adults
8886 Hudson Street  8 pm dance        $8 students

Saturday, February 14              LOVE TO DANCE SCOTTISH
Scottish Cultural Centre

Mark your calendar now for the
LOVE TO DANCE 

Workshop and Tea Dance
Always very popular 

so register early
 More Classes - More teachers

More musicians
Same camaraderie - Same great dancing 

BROCHURE ENCLOSED 
or visit rscdsvancouver.org/home/love-to-dance/ to register

Inquiries: Fran Caruth 604 922 6842 or Jean Wagstaff 604 464 8103
Jean Wagstaff

Teachers: Rebecca Blackhall-Peters;
Gordon Robinson; Maureen Lyon

DANCE ON VALENTINE’S DAY
Musicians: The Tartan Players

Friday, February 20                   WEST VAN SENIORS’ CLASS
West Van Seniors‘ Centre         10:15 am - 12:15 pm  $6 & $9
695 21st Street, West Vancouver

 DENNIS ORR PLAYING LIVE
at West Vancouver Seniors’ Programme Class

All intermediate and advanced dancers are invited to join us on Friday, 
20 February 2015  for our regular class and enjoy this fabulous music.
The class will  be held at the West Van Seniors’ Centre, 695, 21st Street, 
West Vancouver. 
(Directions:  take the 21st Street exit south from the #1, and the Centre is 
at the bottom of the hill at Marine Drive.)
Dennis will be playing for us gratis, but since the class is held at the 
Seniors’ Centre, the usual drop-in fees will apply:

$6 for members, $9 for non-members

Please note the starting time for this regular class is earlier than usual

Come and share the excitement of dancing
to the live music of Dennis Orr.

Information:     604 987 3792      mlmurphy@telus.net     Louise Murphy
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*** For those who know the dance
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VANCOUVER BRANCH GOLDEN JUBILEE 
Programme

................................. ..........................................The Happy Meeting J Book 29
....................................... .........................................Neidpath Castle S Book 22

............................ ...............Salute To Miss Milligan R Canadian Book - Drewry
............................. ..........................................The Chequered Court  J Book 42

....................... ...........................................The Glasgow Highlanders S Book 2
...................................... .........................................Inverneill House R Book 35

............................................ ..............Hooper's Jig J Miss Milligan's Miscellany
............................... .........................................Bonnie Ina Campbell S Book 37

..... .............The Highlandman Kissed His Mother R Miss Milligan's Miscellany
Short Intermission

................................... ......................St. Andrew's Nicht J Mary Isdale MacNab
................................ ................The Sheltered Cove S Aye Afloat  M. Zadworny
............................... .........................................The Blackwater Reel R Book 41

........................... ..........................................The Last Of The Lairds J Book 22
........................ ........................Jean Martin Of Aberdeen S RSCDS 3 For 2006

................. ..............................The Reel Of The Royal Scots R RSCDS Leaflet

The RSCDS Vancouver 
Branch is delighted to 
invite you to celebrate our 
50th Anniversary at our 
Golden Jubilee Ball. We 
will begin the evening 
mingling with old and new 
friends over a glass of 
wine, followed by a light 

dinner, dancing and dessert. You will have the option of three dinner 
entrees – Roasted lemon chicken with Greek herbs – Vegan roasted 
eggplant stuffed with feta cheese, herbs & fresh tomatoes – Fresh halibut 
in a butter white wine sauce. You will need to provide your dinner choice 
when purchasing your tickets. Dance to the music of the Torridon 
Scottish Dance Band featuring guests Ian Muir from Scotland and Judi 
Nicholson from Texas. Tickets will  be available online via PayPal  or credit 
card in early January from the Events Calendar page or our 50th 
Anniversary page. Tickets will  also be available at most of the lower 
mainland clubs or by contacting Mary Ann McDevitt at 604 929 2944 or 
by emailing her at mamcdevitt@shaw.ca. We look forward to seeing 
everyone and starting memories to last another 50 years! 

                     Mary Ann MacDevitt

Saturday, March 21                          GOLDEN JUBILEE BALL
Hellenic Centre          Reception  4:45 pm                 Tickets  $100
4500 Arbutus Street, Vancouver                                       Dinner   5:30 pm

Saturday, March 7                                         BURNABY DANCE
Confederation Centre    7:30 pm        $20
4584 Albert Street, Burnaby     

Music: Vancouver Fiddle Orchestra
Come and enjoy the exciting music  of the VFO and the pleasant 
atmosphere of Confederation Centre in North Burnaby. To get there, take 
Willingdon Avenue one block north of Hastings Street and turn right on 
Albert Street. The parking lot will  be on your left, and the building is to the 
left of the lot. Members of the Burnaby Club look forward to welcoming 
you!          Rosemary Coupe

Friday,  February  27  !                           CEILIDH  DANCE
Scottish Cultural Centre  7 pm class          $10 adults
8886 Hudson Street  8 pm dance        $8 students

 A NIGHT OF DANCING TO LIVE MUSIC 
See Notice on page 8

Monday, February 23!                     GLENEAGLES CLUB
Hollyburn Elementary School  7:30 pm - 9:30 pm            free admission
1329 Duchess Ave (at 13th St), West Vancouver 

.......................................... ............................Bethankit J 3rd Graded Book
................. ........................The Minister on the Loch S  Four Dances 2008

........... ..........Miss Johnstone of Ardrossan R Goldring, 14 Social for 2000
.................. ..........................................Links with St Petersburg J Book 46

.............................. ............The Falkirk Lass S Brunken, Moments in Time
.................................. ..........................................Monica’s Way  J Book 48

.......................... .........................................Flight to Melbourne R Book 47
..................................... ....................Bruce’s Men S Goldring, Scotia Suite

....................... ...........................................Flowers of Edinburgh R Book 1
................. ..........................................The Duke of Atholl’s Reel J Book 16

............................. .........................................The Rutland Reel R Book 48
................................... .........................................Sugar Candie S Book 26

............................. ................The Hunting Horn J Scottish Dance Archives
.......................... .........................................The Fireworks Reel R Book 48 

......................................... .........................................Culla Bay  S Book 41
.......................... ..........................................Best Set in the Hall J Book 46

............. .............Mrs MacPherson of Inveran R Drewry, Bon Accord Book
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Sunday, March 29!     WHITE ROCK SPRING WORKSHOP
Sullivan Hall     9.30 am        $10
6306 152 Street, Surrey              Teacher:  Maureen Lyon

To register contact - Laurie Lang 604 944 6678  ljreel@telus.net 
or Paul Lowe  plowe@wrscdc.org 

Programme
VFO at Burnaby Dance 2014                      vancouverfiddleorchestra.ca
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CELTICFEST 
PARADE DAY  

15 MARCH 2015
All of you wannabee paraders,

 save the date 
 and put in your request now

 for decent weather! 
Cathrine Conings

NOTICES

YOU ARE INVITED
 TO A NIGHT OF DANCING TO LIVE MUSIC 

DENNIS ORR
 a Scottish Country Dance musician from Medicine Hat, Alberta 

will be playing at the Gleneagles Club 
for the Monday night class 
on 23 February 2015 
from 7:30 pm to 9:30 pm

All dancers, beginners to advanced, are invited to come and enjoy this 
wonderful music and learn a few simple, but fun dances that will be taught 

that evening by Louise Murphy.  No need to learn cribs ahead of time, no costs 
involved…just come and enjoy the delightful melodies of a fine musician!

The class will be held at Hollyburn Elementary School, 
1329 Duchess Ave at 13th Street, West Vancouver 

Easy to find:  15th St Exit from #1, go south down 15th to Duchess, turn east 
(left) and drive two blocks and the school is on your left.  

There is plenty of parking and free admission.
We would be delighted if you could share our joy of having

 Dennis Orr with us for this evening of great music!
Information:   604 987 3792    mlmurphy@telus.net   Louise Murphy
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VANCOUVER BRANCH CLASSES
MONDAY NIGHTS

Every Monday 7:30 to 9:30 pm at the Scottish Cultural Centre
Classes resume on January 12, 2015 and run until April 20, 2015

No class Monday April 6th, 2015 for Easter Monday
Teachers: Mary Murray and Katherine Shearman

Fees: $60 for the term or $6 Drop-in   (RSCDS Membership Required)
Special Monday Evenings:

January 26 -  A Salute to Burns       February 16  - Happy Valentines
March 16 – Celebrating the Irish       Guests welcome: Drop-in Fee $6

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS – THE PROGRAMME CLASS
Every Wednesday 7:30 to 9:30 pm at the Scottish Cultural Centre
Classes start on January 14, 2015 and go to the end of May 2015.

Come and learn the dances for upcoming socials.
Suitable for all dancers familiar with the steps

 and basic Scottish Country Dancing formations
Drop-in Fee: $6  Teachers: Scheduled Rotation

March 11th and 18th – Special Practices for the Golden Jubilee Ball
Fran Caruth

Golden Anniversary Collection
The Vancouver Branch’s Golden Anniversary Collection of dances is on its 
way!
Production of the book has been overseen by an advisory group consisting of 
Fran Caruth (Chair), Rosemary Coupe, Mary Murray, Jennifer Shearman, 
and Kay Sutherland, functioning as a subcommittee of the Branch’s 50th 

Anniversary Committee. 
We were delighted by the high calibre of the 
dances submitted by our fellow members. A 
group of experienced dancers had great fun 
dancing through all 21 entries, and making the 
final selection was difficult.
Our thanks to all who have participated, and 

congratulations to the twelve successful devisers. Watch for the launch of the 
book at our Golden Anniversary Ball on 21 March 2015.                                                                     

Fran Caruth

NEW SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING CLASS
SIMON FRASER UNIVERSITY

WEDNESDAYS 7 pm - 9 pm
JANUARY 14 - APRIL 1, 2015

Forum Chambers, Maggie Benston Centre
for all levels of dance experience

SFU students and non-students welcome!
Cost is $50 for the semester session

Teacher is Louise Steinway     First class is free
contact  Lmsteinw@gmail.com   Louise Steinway

mailto:mlmurphy@telus.net
mailto:mlmurphy@telus.net
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On November 3rd, 2014, Gerry  and I  caught an afternoon flight to San Francisco 
with the objective of  visiting relatives and attending the San Francisco weekend 
workshop and ball held in the forest  and dunes of  Pacific Grove, California (near 
Monterey). 

The workshop has been held at the Asilomar Conference Center for many  years. 
The Center is located in a spectacular state park with historic  buildings, 107 
acres of  woodlands, sand dunes and an ocean beach just across the road. We 
arrived to a misty  but friendly  welcome after about a 2 hour drive from San 
Francisco. Marine fog had rolled in to envelope the area. None the less,  we 
found our way  to the dining hall for the first of  many  excellent meals, and then to 
Merrill Hall where the Friday  night Welcome Dance and Ceilidh took place.   The 
Ceilidh was great fun with lots of  variety  in the acts.  Gerry  sang “The Grand 
Hotel”, an authentic and humorous Vancouver folk song, which went over well. 
Saturday  we awoke to clear blue skies, and the teachers were impressed to find 
us in class instead of  down on the beach watching the surfers and wildlife.  All 
the teachers and class musicians that we had were very  good, and we did some 
interesting dances.  Ron Wallace was one of  the musicians,  and he proved to be 
a virtuoso on the recorder, an unusual instrument for SCD, but it worked well.  
After a full morning and afternoon of  classes we were both feeling a bit beat, but 
after a rest, shower and another great meal, we were raring to go for the 
Saturday night Ball.
The Ball was held in Merrill Hall, now decorated with colourful banners 
representing all the clubs of  the San Francisco area.  The programme was made 
up of  a good selection of  dances, old and new.  Fabulous music was provided by 
Reel of  Seven, which played very  interesting arrangements at a fast tempo (like 
Scottish bands do).   After the home waltz, some of  the younger dancers broke 
into a wild rendition of  Petronella, featuring four dancers doing the petronella in a 
square formation - apparently  this is  an Asilomar tradition, and was great fun to 
watch.
Sunday  morning we creaked out of  bed, and after breakfasting and packing we 
made it to some of  the Sunday  morning open class.  Here there was some more 
good dancing, a chance to pick up some CD’s, and an opportunity  to say  farewell 
to our new friends.  It was a grand weekend.  The San Francisco Branch is 
finding that with rising cost for use of  the Asilomar Conference Center, the 
continuation of  the Asilomar Weekend is in jeopardy.  If  it  is held again next year, 
we recommend attending if you can - it’s a great dancing experience.       

 Susan Stensgaard
photos Facebook RSCDS San Francisco Asilomar Weekend 
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ASILOMAR WEEKEND

FORT LANGLEY 
15th ANNIVERSARY GALA

Fort Langley Voyageurs 
invite you all to help us celebrate our 15th Anniversary 

 Saturday, May 30 2015 
at the Scottish Cultural Centre

 

The evening will start with a dinner at 6:30 pm
enhanced by a glass of wine and followed by our customary dessert

of strawberries and cream with shortbread.
Dancing will start at approximately 8:00 pm and will include

 a dance dedicated to this year's whisky – The Macallan. 
Yes, there will be a bottle available as a prize!

We look forward to music by 
The Torridon Scottish Dance Band 

featuring guests Judy Nicholson and Frank Thompson from Scotland.
An evening of wine, food, music and dance for $65!

Book your ticket now at: lonotera@shaw.ca
Chris Bisset
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JOHN FREELAND
In memoriam — John passed away two days before the 51st Gleneagles 
Ball.  He was vice chair of the Gleneagles Scottish Country Dance Club 
having also represented all three classes.
His entry into Scottish country dancing was by way of Irish dancing 
having been born in Northern Ireland. He was a talented photographer who 
produced the many videos for the club’s recent 
dances - now available for all to see on You 
Tube.  His illness was very short and his 
partner Marilyn and family, here in Canada, the 
United States and Northern Ireland, are 
devastated by his passing, as are all our club 
members.
In addition to RSCDS dancing, John was an 
active member of the Lynn Valley United 
Church, BC Mills House in Lynn Headwaters 
Park, the Silver Harbour Senior Centre and the 
Lion’s Gate Camera Club. 

Keith Errington,  Chair Gleneagles SCDC

FOR SALE - MAN’S PRINCE CHARLIE JACKET
with silver buttons, size approx 40 - 42

Silver Skean Dhu and green flashes    Silver & Seal Skin Sporran
Black Leather Sporran   Best offers.  Please contact: 

Ian Hargreaves   idhargreaves@shaw.ca  or  604 929 2866
Dorothy Hargreaves

mailto:lonotera@shaw.ca
mailto:lonotera@shaw.ca
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LADY ABERDEEN DANCE

photos Kerry McDevitt

Pictured on the left
 are L to R:

Christopher Stanbury, 
Janet MacIntyre, 

Beryl Skinner,
 Jill Maden

 and Poh Chan,
who were members of 

the former
Lady Aberdeen Club

photo 
Rosemary Coupe The dancer on the right is Margaret Campbell of Deep Cove Scottish Country Dance Club.

Continuing a long and proud tradition, the Lady Aberdeen Tea Dance was held 
on November 11, 2014.  This dance was started in 1938 by the Vancouver 
Branch of the National Council of Women, and named for the woman who was 
wife of the Governor General when she founded that Council in 1893.

The Lady Aberdeen Tea Dance is a salute, not only to the indomitable spirit of 
the soldiers we are honouring on Remembrance Day, but also to the grit and 
determination of those left behind who kept the home fires burning – and 
Scottish Country dancing alive during the period in WW II when so many men 
were away.

This year, the dance was organized by the Deep Cove SCD Club.  It was their 
first time at the helm and many members of the Club turned out to help make it 
a success. Mary Ann McDevitt and her team spent all morning “dressing” the 
hall for the occasion, interspersing handsome tartans with interesting pictures.  
Annabel Herdman took on the task of organizing the food and she and her 
helpers worked most of the afternoon to prepare enticing platters.  Judging by 
the enthusiasm of the ravenous dancers, they succeeded! 
 
Thanks to all the dancers who contributed – it is always much appreciated!  And 
thanks, too, to sponsor Starbucks for the coffee, which added to the enjoyment 
of many.  However, despite everyone’s best efforts at eating, there was food left 
over. Kay Sutherland and her helpers busily re-plated it and the goodies were 
sold off to raise additional money.

Further funds – over $1,000 – were raised from raffle tickets, and the lucky 
winners took home handsome gifts.  One lucky couple won an overnight hotel 
stay, thanks to the generosity of sponsor Fairmont Pacific Rim Hotel.

Altogether, over $2,700 was donated to the War Amps and the Heart & Stroke 
Foundation, the two recipients of the money raised by this year’s dance.

Deep Cove’s long-time teacher, Dorothy Hargreaves, kept the sets swirling all 
afternoon.  The programme for the Lady Aberdeen Dance is very traditional, 
with familiar dances like the Reel of the 51st always included.  Most of the 
dances are fairly straightforward, which makes this a dance very suitable as an 
introductory social event for the season’s beginner dancers, and this year was no 
exception. Numerous new dancers ventured onto the floor and, with a little help 
from experienced hands, succeeded in completing the dances they were brave 
enough to try.  You should have seen the big grins!

Deep Cove members voted the occasion a big success.  The number of dancers 
attending was large (over 180),  the enjoyment level palpable, and even the 
weather co-operated.  Next year it is Burnaby’s turn, and no doubt everyone will 
turn out to contribute to the success of their dance.  What a great group!

Margaret Campbell



This  season`s Vancouver Fiddle Orchestra concert featured Shot of  Scotch, a 
small troupe of  professional highland dancers, whose exquisite  footwork and 
poise showed their many  years of  training.  These dancers have done all the 
competing they  will do and now want to entertain audiences. Two members of 
Shot of  Scotch, Katherine Shearman and Kathleen Hall, are also on our Branch 
Demonstration Team.
Accomplished fiddler, Emily  Heldson, performed with guitar accompaniment by 
Paul Sungaila.  They  delighted the audience with both soulful sweet melodies 
and rip-roaring reels.
One part of  the Branch Demonstration Team’s display  consisted of  a Tartan 
Medley  where we could actually  see the processes of  weaving tartan cloth.  Our 
Duncan roused many  from their seats and led them in Ceilidh dancing.  Most fun 
to watch were the children, just loving every  minute and prancing like ponies 
around the floor!
The venue was full to overflowing, and the church women did a superb job of 
providing refreshments, decorating each table with flowers and tartan and 
welcoming guests at the door.  Kim Reid ably  piped the principals into the hall 
and later regaled our ears with a great medley  of  tunes.  The Fiddle Orchestra 
pieces made many  toes tap, and all guests seemed to enjoy  themselves 
immensely.  Be sure to catch this fun event next year!                   Cathrine Conings

VANCOUVER FIDDLE ORCHESTRA
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DELTA BORDERERS’ DANCE

photos Kerry McDevitt

The attending dancers were treated to another wonderful evening of  music with 
Donald Bartlett "tinkling the ivories" in his own style and excitement. By  the 
smiles and laughter on the floor I can say  that everyone enjoyed the evening very 
much indeed and gave Donald a tremendous round of  applause throughout the 
entire evening.                   Ruth Jappy

photos Kerry McDevitt



Presentation to Maureen Hood at the Children’s Christmas Party
This is an excerpt from a speech given by Erica Leiren, a parent of one of the Delbrook dancers.

I am sure all the parents and dancers here will agree that Mrs. Hood is truly 
someone very  special.  Whether at  the regular weekly  practise, or prepping her 
troupe for the next “wee dem” or at a party  like this one today, she has that  one-
in-a-million combination of  fun, capability, patience, encouragement, humour and 
a dose of  good Scottish common sense. This has always ensured that all her 

dancers,  parents and 
guests look forward to the 
pleasure of her company. 
As an SCD teacher, Mrs. 
Hood’s credentials are of 
the highest standard.  She 
hails from Glasgow and 
you may  not know she 
was a ballet  dancer in her 
earlier days. She returned 
to Scotland to take her 
teacher ’s certif ication 
from the Royal Scottish 
Country  Dance Society.  
She has been instructing 
for the past 28 years and  
w e h a v e b e e n v e r y 
fortunate to learn from 
one of the best. 

For Mrs. Hood, this has no doubt been something of  a life-long calling. She has 
perpetuated a fine tradition that goes back many  years. It is easy  to imagine 
these very  same dances being performed by  lassies dressed not  so very 
differently  from our own, in an unbroken succession from earlier times in 
Scotland. She has put generations of  students in touch with their own roots 
through the joy of dance.  
That  is truly  something to be proud of  and thankful for and, Mrs. Hood, we are 
very thankful to you for all that you have done for us. In sharing your love of 
Scottish Country Dance, you have enriched us immeasurably. 
Mrs. Hood, we know that you will continue to dance but now, without the 
responsibility  of  weekly  classes and performances to organize, it’s  going to be 
nothing but fun, fun, fun from here on in!  We wish you all of  the best in your 
retirement,  and we look forward to seeing you often out on the dance floor and 
perhaps making a special guest appearance now and then at a master class.  

Erica Leiren

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY
Thanks from Maureen Hood

This is my  final thankyou in the White Cockade and it feels strange!  Thank you 
all for making my  last  Christmas party  as teacher/co-ordinator of  the Delbrook 
Scottish Dancers so memorable.  My thanks go to:

• The Children's Committee who have always been 
very supportive.
• Our teachers who were available every  Saturday 
morning to teach the kids and accompany  them on 
various demonstrations throughout the Lower Mainland.
• The Branch who, whenever I said "we need", obliged..
• The North Van Rec Centre staff  who were always ready 
to provide a room, equipment and data whenever 
required. 
• The many  Easter Bunnies, Santas and Mrs. Clauses 
over the years and our music makers, pipers and 
singers.
• All the people who worked in the kitchen, decorated the 
hall, served the food, tea and coffee for the afternoon 

tea, stacked chairs and had the room back to normal.
• Finally, our local merchants, who provided us with gift certificates to help with 
the afternoon tea and supplied gifts for our raffles.
 I am sure Louise Steinway  will have the same pleasure I've had 
throughout  the years, teaching the Delbrook Scottish Dancers’ intermediate 
class.              Maureen Hood

16 17

Maureen’s Scottish Dancing Career
I was born in Glasgow, Scotland and was introduced to Scottish Country  Dancing 
in High School.  My gym teacher Miss Stewart looked at me dancing the pas-de-
basque and said "you'll never keep this up".    Well, some seventy years later...
I danced from time to time as a teenager, and didn't start again till I  arrived in 
Vancouver - dancing in the old Scottish Auditorium.  My  teachers were Jessie 
McCreadie,  Beryl McMillan and Eileen Bennett.  My  three daughters showed 
interest in Scottish Country  Dancing too and were lucky  to find a teacher at 
the North Vancouver Rec Centre.
I joined the Gleneagles Club and was asked to teach the intermediate group and 
join their "dem" team.  About that time I  became interested in teaching children 
and took my teacher's certificate in l989 under the tutelage of  George Will.  I 
received a Branch Award in 2009 for my commitment to teaching children.
Scottish Country  Dancing has been a huge part  of  my  life and I have enjoyed 
every minute of it!                   Maureen Hood

Maureen Hood with Delbrook Scottish Dancers                              photo Lisa Birrell

Scottish Dance Instructor Retires
After 28 years of  teaching Scottish Country  Dance,  North Vancouver Recreation 
& Culture Instructor Maureen Hood has announced her retirement.  Earlier this 
month, her Scottish dance students rallied round to honour her and to celebrate 
her years of  service at their annual Christmas gathering. When asked what she 
loved most about working with the children, Maureen responded, "It was 
so rewarding to watch them all become more creative and confident as dancers 
and as people. The skills they  have learned in dance will benefit them for the rest 
of  their lives."  While she may  have retired from teaching, we know there are 
many more years of Scottish dancing for Maureen in the years to come!  

North Van Rec Centre

photo Carmen Tischer

Above: Presentation to Maureen at her last
 Children’s Christmas Party on 6 December 2014

L to R: Gerry Stensgaard, Jennifer Shearman, 
Maureen Hood and Pat Cavers

photo Deirdre Grace
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GLENEAGLES GRAND BALL

From the Inverglen Scottish Dancers
Dear Gleneagles Club,
On behalf  of  the Inverglen Scottish Dancers, I would like to thank you for your 
continual support for the young people in the Inverglen Dance School. The 
dancers look forward to this Christmas event each year and it really  is the 
highlight of  the season for them.  To have this opportunity  to mix with so many 
experienced dancers and to enjoy  the ambience of  the Hotel Vancouver,  the 
sound of  the Fiddle orchestra, it  is  all something they  will long remember. 
Thank you very much to the Gleneagles Club for all their work and support.

Sincerely,  Sandra Crosby

The Gleneagles Scottish Country Dance Club celebrated its 51st Annual 
Ball on Sunday December 14th in the Pacific  Ballroom of the Fairmont 
Hotel Vancouver. One hundred and thirty four dancers from around BC, 
Alberta, Washington State and Toronto were treated to an excellent 
programme devised by Simon Scott to the music  of the Vancouver Fiddle 
Orchestra.
The dancers had a delicious buffet before being led into the Ballroom in a 
Grand March by Piper Michael  Beech ready to dance the night (or 
afternoon) away.  After a short break at the dessert tables, the dancers 
left for their various abodes to rest their weary legs.            

 Keith Errington, Chair Gleneagles SCDC  

photos Kerry McDevitt

Stave Falls Scottish Dancers at the Gleneagles Ball

Left: Betty Cobban and Roz Kerr 
- long-time Gleneagles dancers 

Bottom left: Marion & Ross Dutcher
- Marion is author of Gleneagles Ball History 

Bottom right: Norm and Susan Haug 
- tireless committee members

photos Helene Andersen



Love to
DANCE SCOTTISH

TEA DANCE
2:00 pm

Saturday, February 14
 2015

Music by The Tartan Players

Dance instructions available on the 
Vancouver Branch website

rscdsvancouver.org

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS

Love to
DANCE SCOTTISH

Workshop and Tea Dance
Saturday, February 14

2015 

sponsored by
The Vancouver Branch 

of the RSCDS
CELEBRATING 50 YEARS

1964 - 2014

Teachers:
Rebecca Blackhall-Peters

Gordon Robinson
Maureen Lyon

Scottish Cultural Centre
8886 Hudson Street,

Vancouver, BC

Love to
DANCE SCOTTISH

Plan for the Day
8:30  Registration

coffee and muffins served
9:00  All Warm Up Together

9:15 - 10:45 First Class
Juice Break

11:15 - 12:30 Second Class
LUNCH

Bring your own sandwich.
We’ll provide tea and coffee.

2:00 to 4:30 Tea Dance
with The Tartan Players

4:30 to 5:30 Afternoon Tea

For more information
rscdsvancouver.org

PROGRAMME
* Newburgh Jig

* From the Broomielaw
Starlight

* The Waratah Weaver
Anna Holden’s Strathspey

* Let's Have a Ceilidh
Fifty Years On

* Braes of Breadalbane
* Scotland's Gardens

The Compleat Gardener
*The Paisley Weavers

*Auckland Airs

*easier dances



Choosing Your Class Level
It may help to discuss your class level with your teacher.

Basic:  You’ve been to Scottish Country Dance classes 
and you like it, but you want to learn more.  This class 
focuses on basic steps and the most popular formations 
that will make it so much easier to learn new dances.  
You will have fun learning the ‘moves’.

Intermediate 1:  Dancers must be able to dance all 
the basic steps and formations.  This class will work on 
increasing your awareness of teamwork, handing, 
phrasing and covering as well as expanding your 
repertoire to enable you to dance more complicated 
dances.

Intermediate 2: For dancers with a solid 
understanding of steps and formations, to work on 
phrasing, team work, handing and more demanding 
formations.

Dancers may be reassigned at the discretion 
of the workshop instructors.

Dancers under 16 years of age accepted 
only with special permission.

Tea Dance:  A fun programme and great music. 
 If you miss the morning, then join us in the afternoon.  

Suitable for all dancers.

For more information, contact:

Jean Wagstaff:   604 464 8103
or

Fran Caruth:  604 922 6842

The RSCDS Vancouver Branch will not be held 
responsible for any loss or damage to property 

or injury to dancers or visitors during this event.

Registration
Name:  ......................................................................
Address:  ...............................................................
Post code:  ................Telephone:  ....................
Email:   .....................................................................

Circle your class level:
Basic    Intermediate 1   Intermediate 2

Where do you usually dance?
......................................................................................
Teacher’s name:  ..................................................

Full day workshop & dance...................$50
With a beginner coupon..........................$35
Full-time student.....................................$35
Dance only....................................................$15

Cheques should be made payable to:
RSCDS Vancouver Branch and sent to:

 Vicki Downey - Registrar - 604 298 9695
1529 Crestlawn Drive, Burnaby, BC   V5B 3J9

secretary@rscdsvancouver.org
or 

register online using PayPal 
or credit card at:

rscdsvancouver.org/home/love-to-dance

Billet required?
Friday Night: ..................  Saturday Night ................

Ferry pick-up required?
Tsawwassen:  ..........................Time:  ..............................
Horseshoe Bay:  ......................Time:  ..............................

I accept and acknowledge that the workshop organizers 
may reassign participants in the interest of providing 
the best learning and social experience for everyone:
Sign:  .........................................................................

Workshop Teachers
Rebecca Blackhall-Peters
Rebecca was born and raised in the Fraser  Valley of B.C.  In 
1995 she took up Scottish Country dancing.  Her background 
was in classical ballet, so she was able to point her toes, 
however, it took a bit longer to learn the formations and 
dances!  Currently she teaches a General Class in Fort Langley 
and is the Artistic Director of the Vancouver Branch 
Demonstration Team.  She has taught workshops throughout 
North America and has been a core teacher at TAC Summer 
School and St.Andrews, Scotland.

Gordon Robinson
Gordon started dancing in Yellowknife, Northwest Territories 
in 1995 after his wife June was introduced to Scottish 
country dancing at a Girl Guides event. He teaches various 
classes in Victoria and has taught at workshops in Western 
Canada and Washington.  As well as dancing with the 
Vancouver Island Demonstration team, Gordon finds time to 
play fiddle with the ‘Elastic Ceilidh Band’.

Maureen Lyon
Maureen has been involved in Scottish dancing since childhood 
in the Hebrides where everyone participated in Ceilidh Dancing.  
Currently she teaches the White Rock Scottish Country Dance 
Club and leads The Tam O’ Shanter Dancers, a demonstration 
group based in White Rock/Surrey area. The rewards are 
priceless - many friends, much satisfaction and a constant 
awareness of fitness.

Class Musicians
Cathrine Conings - piano

Deborah Jones - fiddle
Alma McDonald - fiddle

Julie Smith - piano
Janet Wright - guitar

THE TARTAN PLAYERS
Formed in 2005, the Tartan Players are a local 
band playing for Scottish Country Dancing. Under 
the direction of Bandleader Julie Smith, the band is 
much sought after to play at workshops and 
dances in the Vancouver area and over much of the 
Pacific Northwest.

mailto:secretary@rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:secretary@rscdsvancouver.org


FACEBOOK ASSISTANT
ARE YOU COMPUTER AND FACEBOOK SAVVY? 

The Vancouver Branch is looking for a member to assist our Facebook 
Coordinator Vicki Downey  in posting, updating and managing our event 
photographs and videos. This would include making copies of  all older 
materials for the Archives prior to removing them from Facebook and our 
media library.  If  you would like to take on a new project,  we would love to hear 
f rom you . P lease con tac t  sec re ta ry@rscdsvancouver.o rg o r 
web@rscdsvancouver.org                          Mary Ann McDevitt

THE WHITE COCKADE
NEW EDITOR REQUIRED 

for the 2015 -2016 season
experience needed with desktop publishing and image editing software

contact  chair@rscdsvancouver.org

VANCOUVER AREA CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2014-2015VANCOUVER AREA CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2014-2015VANCOUVER AREA CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2014-2015VANCOUVER AREA CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2014-2015

9 Jan Vancouver Ceilidh Dance 28 Mar Glenayre Annual Dance 

10 Jan Bellingham Social 28 Mar March Workshop Social 
VISCDS

12 Jan Vancouver Branch Monday
classes begin 29 Mar White Rock Spring Workshop

14 Jan Vancouver Branch
 Programme Classes begin 11 Apr Bellingham Social 

17 Jan Vancouver Branch 
Burns Supper 11 Apr Nanaimo Workshop 

& Tea Dance

24 Jan Tam O’Shanter Dancers 
Burns Night 18 Apr Deep Cove Dance

6 Feb Vancouver Ceilidh Dance 20 Apr Branch End of Term
Spring Ceilidh

7 Feb Bellingham Monthly Dance 24 Apr Vancouver Ceilidh Dance

14 Feb Love To Dance Scottish 
Workshop & Tea Dance 25 Apr

Children’s Easter Party
Vancouver Branch

27 Feb Vancouver Ceilidh Dance 1-3 May Youth Weekend West
Victoria, BC

7 Mar Burnaby Dance 3 May White Rock  Annual Dance

14 Mar Bellingham Social 9 May Bellingham Social 

15 Mar CelticFest Parade 30 May Fort Langley 15th 
Anniversary Gala

21 Mar Vancouver 
Golden Jubilee Ball 1 Jul Canada Day Parade

27 Mar Vancouver Ceilidh Dance 26 Jul - 2 Aug TAC Summer School
Farmville, Virginia

20

POSITIONS AVAILABLE

21

Nanaimo Scottish Country Dancers
Annual New Year’s Ball at Nanaimo Yacht Club

Saturday January 10, 2015
Music Mary Ross

Doors open 6:00 pm    Dinner 6:30 pm     Dancing 8:00 pm
nanaimoscd.com      tickets $45       250 591 1170

The Rogue Folk Club presents 
Alasdair Fraser & Natalie Haas

Sunday, January 11, 2015
St James Hall  3214 West 10th Avenue,  Kitsilano

doors open 7:00 pm  show 8:00 pm
tickets $28 online and selected locations

roguefolk.bc.ca
Above: Betwixt and Between Dance on 27 December 2014           photos Kerry McDevitt
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