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RSCDS Vancouver Branch Board of Directors 2013-2014
A new Board of Directors was elected at the Annual General Meeting held September 19, 2014

OFFICERS
Chair     Gerry Stensgaard chair@rscdsvancouver.org         604.451.1161
Vice-Chair    Peter Richards   vicechair@rscdsvancouver.org     604.929.2745
Corresponding Secretary Vicki Downey   secretary@rscdsvancouver.org         604.298.9695
Recording Secretary  Sally Marshall              recordingsecretary@rscdsvancouver.org   604.941.9758
Treasurer    Laurie Johnston   treasurer@rscdsvancouver.org     604.222.2519
Membership Secretary  Patsy Jamieson   membership@rscdsvancouver.org     604.929.4884

OTHER DIRECTORS showing specific responsibilities
Archivist     Mary Ann McDevitt archives@rscdsvancouver.org     604.929.2944
BC Highland Games Rep  Simon Scott             highlandgames@rscdsvancouver.org     604.925.9333
Children's Program Liaison Francis O’Farrell  children@rscdsvancouver.org     604.321.0533 
Events Coordinator  Heather Hankin  events@rscdsvancouver.org           604.730.9581 
Publicity     Cathrine Conings  publicity@rscdsvancouver.org     604.299.6447
Safety Coordinator  Sue Sochasky  safety@rscdsvancouver.org      604.937.7967

BOARD APPOINTMENTS
50th Anniversary Chair  Jean Wagstaff  50@rscdsvancouver.org      604.464.8103
Betwixt & Between Co-ord Frances Caruth   dancing@rscdsvancouver.org     604.922.6842                                         
Burns Supper Coordinator Gill Beattie    burns@rscdsvancouver.org      604.929.2745
Dancing Coordinator  Frances Caruth   dancing@rscdsvancouver.org     604.922.6842
Dancing in the Park   Frances Caruth   dancing@rscdsvancouver.org     604.922.6842
Dem Team Director  R. Blackhall-Peters   demteam@rscdsvancouver.org     604.530.0500
Love to Dance Workshop Frances Caruth   dancing@rscdsvancouver.org     604.922.6842
Newsletter Editor   Eleanor Pedersen  editor@rscdsvancouver.org      604.538.4095
RSCDS Director USAC Ltd Stewart Cunningham uscs@rscdsvancouver.org      604.261.0162 
Web Site Manager   Mary Ann McDevitt web@rscdsvancouver.org         604.929.2944

OTHER CONTACTS
Ceilidh Director    Duncan MacKenzie  ceilidh@rscdsvancouver.org      604.536.9481 
North Shore Children   Maureen Hood           northshorechildren@rscdsvancouver.org   604.922.4406 
TAC Representative  Jean Wagstaff   tac@rscdsvancouver.org      604.464.8103

fRae the chair
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This is my first chance to greet Vancouver Branch members through 
“Frae the Chair”.  Jennifer has completed her two years as Branch Chair 
with flying colours, and she is truly a hard act to follow.  Nevertheless, I 
am ready to get down to work with the Branch’s dedicated Board 
members, to keep RSCDS Vancouver running smoothly.  I welcome new 
Board members Peter Richards as Vice-Chair, Laurie Johnston as 
Treasurer, and Sally Marshall  as Recording Secretary.   A big “thank-you” 
goes to Drum Cavers and Stewart Cunningham as they take their well-
earned retirements from the Board.
This will be a great dancing season for the Vancouver Branch RSCDS as 
we continue our 50th anniversary celebrations. Our 50th Anniversary 
Chair, Jean Wagstaff, and her committee, are doing a fabulous job 
marking this important milestone. There will  be numerous “special” 
elements to all Branch events through this dance season, culminating 
with a gala Golden Jubilee Ball in March.  The Ball will be an event which 
should not be missed!
I discovered Scottish country dancing in 1978, while doing graduate 
studies at the University of California in Berkeley, and have been a 
dedicated enthusiast ever since.  Not only is SCD fun and beneficial  to 
health, but I found, when I returned to the Vancouver area, that it was a 
great way to meet the love of my life, and wife, Susan.  
During my two year term as Chairman, I will  visit as many of the local 
clubs as I can, to bring greetings from the Branch, and also to extol the 
many benefits of RSCDS membership.  Continuation of a healthy, world-
wide Royal Scottish Country Dance Society is critical  to the survival of 
this activity that we value so highly.  With our “RSCDS passports”, Susan 
and I have danced in Japan, Norway and Scotland, as well as in 
numerous places in Canada and the USA.  What a great thing it is when 
we all speak the same “dance language”.

Gerry Stensgaard
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Annual General Meeting 2014
The Vancouver Branch RSCDS 2014 AGM was held in the Caberfeidh Room of 
the Scottish Cultural Centre on Friday evening, September 19. There was a good 
attendance of members, easily surpassing the required quorum. Thanks to all 
who attended. Prior to the meeting, all Board and Club reports were made 
available on the Branch website, and these were also posted on the walls of the 
meeting room. Printed copies of the AGM documents were available to 
members lacking internet access. Thank-you to the clubs that submitted reports. 
(It is hoped that more will do so next year, as a number were missing).  
As in 2013, the 2014 nominating committee was made up of Phil Holton and 
Isobel James.  For the second year in a row, they provided an excellent slate to 
fill positions being vacated by retiring directors.  Their work is very much 
appreciated! The results of their efforts are covered in this issue’s Frae the Chair.
Following the formal meeting there was an opportunity to socialize and enjoy 
some refreshments. Membership input is valued by the Board, and this “after 
meeting” was a good opportunity for dancers to talk to their Board members.

Gerry Stensgaard
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IN THIS ISSUE

Publication of  the White Cockade is on the first of  September, November, 
January, March and May. Deadline for submissions is the 10th of  the preceding 
month. All contributions of  photos, letters or articles are welcome. Send to 
editor@rscdsvancouver.org or mail to the Scottish Cultural Centre or give to 
any teacher or board member.  Thank you to all the contributors to this issue.
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DANCING DATES
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Tuesday, November 11           LADY ABERDEEN TEA DANCE
Scottish Cultural Centre  1:15 pm to 4:45 pm          Adults $10
Hosted by Deep Cove SCD Club                  Children $5

.................................... ...........................Deil amang the Tailors R Book 14
................................................... ...........................Pelorus Jack J Book 41

........................................ .............................Belle of Bon Accord S Drewry
....................................... ...........................Montgomeries’ Rant R Book 10

................................... ........................Nellie MacKenzie’s Jig J K. Bennett
..................................................... .............................Moray Rant S Drewry

Reel of the 51st ................................. ................ Division R (Men) Book 13
BREAK

Reel of the 51st ................................. ................... Division R (All) Book 13
..................................... .............................Flowers of Edinburgh R Book 1

................................ ...........................The Minister on the Loch S 4 / 2008
................................................. ...........................Falls of Rogie R Attwood

......................... ...........................Miss Johnstone of Ardrossan J Goldring
................................... ............................MacDonald of the Isles S Haynes

..................................................... .....................Oh Canada R Hargreaves

We have some wonderful prizes for our raffle, including a night  at the Pacific 
Fairmont.   Proceeds will be donated to The War Amps and the Heart  & Stroke 
Foundation.                                  Dorothy Hargreaves

Donations of a food plate will be gratefully received. To avoid any 
breakages or damage, please bring food on a paper plate, or in a plastic 
bag or container. Also please bring cold food if possible, because of the 
difficulties of cooking or warming items. Come and join us for a fantastic 
afternoon of music, dance and good company.

As before, this will be an energetic class for active dancers who are interested in 
Scottish Country Dancing with a difference. There will be live music 

with Janet Wright on guitar and Alma MacDonald on fiddle.
Teacher: Kay Sutherland

Cost:  $10 for drop in    Students - $7.50 for  drop in
Contact info: kay_sutherland@hotmail.com or phone 604 929 2745

Saturdays, Nov 1, 8, 15, 22  LADIES’ STEP DANCE CLASSES
Scottish Cultural Centre      1:00 - 3:00 pm     Adults  $10  Students $7.50

               

Step Dance Workshop               photo Barbara Campbell

A CHANCE TO LEARN NEW STEPS AND DANCES
An Evening of Scottish Music and Dance

Joint Fundraiser for Vancouver Fiddle Orchestra 
& Highlands United Church

Featuring:
Vancouver Fiddle Orchestra   |   RSCDS Vancouver Dem Team

Emily Helsdon - Fiddle Virtuoso   |   Kim Reid - Piper
“Shot of Scotch” - Premier Vancouver Highland Dancers

Audience Ceilidh Dancing - Directed by Duncan MacKenzie

Table Seating, Light Refreshments, Raffle, Beer and Wine Available
Tickets: $15 available at Highlands Church 604-980-6071 

churchoffice@highlandsunited.org
Gliga Violins Canada: 778-386-0209  info@violinslover.ca  

 VFO members  |  At the Door
 Cathrine Conings  ccmusic@telus.net

Iola Pagnossin   Cathrine Conings

Saturday, Nov 15          VANCOUVER FIDDLE ORCHESTRA
Highlands United Church                  7:30 pm                           Tickets $15
3255 Edgemont Boulevard, North Vancouver        Doors open at 7:00 pm

Saturday, Nov 22                                      ST. ANDREWS BALL
Hellenic Community Centre         6:00 - 11:00 pm                   Tickets $99 
4500 Arbutus Street, Vancouver      30 yrs and under $75

You and your friends are invited to the 32nd 
ST ANDREWS BALL

St Andrews Saltire Society of Vancouver
Please join us for an evening of fun and entertainment! 

Scottish Country Dancing - Duncan MacKenzie, Dance Caller
Music by the Vancouver Fiddle Orchestra 

Highland, Formal or Business attire
Purchase your tickets online at
eventbrite.ca St Andrews Ball

or contact standrewsball@shaw.ca for more information.
Duncan is holding several practices in West Van and at SCC.
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Tuesday, Nov 25     FORT LANGLEY ST ANDREWS DANCE
Fort Langley Community Hall        7:30 pm         Tickets $15
9167 Glover Road, Fort Langley
The Fort  Langley  SC Dancers would like to invite you to join them for their annual 
St Andrews Dance in the historic Fort Langley  Hall. We are delighted to once 
again have Mary  Ross as our local musician and a great fall feast  to finish.  Hope 
to see you there.           Rebecca Blackhall-Peters 

For further information call Larry or Maureen Onotera 604-576-6371
          ...................................... ............................It’s All Right J 2nd Graded Book

...................................... ............................Friendships S 3rd Graded Book
......................................... .........................................The Sailor R Book 24

............................ ............................................Linton Ploughman J Book 5
................................... .........................................City of Belfast S Book 48

...................... .......The Australian Ladies R Campbell, Glasgow Assembly
............. .............................The Shetland Shepherdess J 3rd Graded Book

....................................... ...........................................Monymusk S Book11
.............. ................The Blooms of Bon Accord R Drewry, Deeside Book 2

.................................... ..........................Jennifer’s Jig J Drewry, Silver City
.................. ..............................Jean Martin of Aberdeen S 3 Dances 2006

........................... .......The Dancing Bees R Goldring, 24 Graded & Social

Saturday, Dec 6   CHILDREN’S & FAMILY CHRISTMAS PARTY
Capilano Room                            2 pm         Adults $5 & Children Free
Harry Jerome Memorial Centre          123 East 23rd Street, North Vancouver  

Saturday, November 29           DELTA BORDERERS’ DANCE
Kinsmen Centre                         7:30 pm         Tickets $20                            
5410 - 10th Avenue,  Tsawwassen

The Delta Borderers would like to invite you to a special musical evening with 
Don Bartlett - a well known pianist from Toronto.  

Last year Donald inspired everyone with his music and talent 
and we are looking forward to more of the same this year.  

We hope you will join us to dance - listen - enjoy. 
Tickets from Mairi Maxwell 604-946-2448 or Ruth Jappy 604-594-6807 

Ruth Jappy

.................................... .....................................Kendall's Hornpipe J Graded Book
............................. .......................The Vale of Strathmore S Reel Friends  Ann Dix

........................ .............................The Lass of Richmond Hill R 2nd Graded Book
.......................................... .............................................Muirland Willie J Book 21

............................. ..............................................The Braes of Tulliemet S Book 7
........................................... .............................Hedwig's Reel R 2nd Graded Book

........ ..................................Ruth Jappy's Return To Glen Ravine J Donald Bartlett
................................... .......The Burn of Sorrow S Silver Rose Book Barry Priddey
................................... .........Two Peas In A Pod R A Dancing Tour Vol 2 Jim Rae

............................................... .......................The Scamp J Whiteadder Collection
......................... .................................Miss Gibson's Strathspey  S RSCDS Leaflet

...................................... ............................................The Missing Turn R Book 46
............................ .............................................The Starry Eyed Lassie J Book 23

........................ .....................The Minister On The Loch S Four Dances For 2008
......................................... ............................................Maxwell's Rant R Book 18

Monday, December 8          BRANCH CHRISTMAS CEILIDH 
Scottish Cultural Centre  7:30 - 10:00 pm                 $6.00 Drop-in

The Branch’s Monday night dancers invite you to join them for a fun 
evening of easy dancing and entertainment.  Come and dance with us 
and join in the ceilidh if you’d like to share your talents.              Gill Beattie

Tuesday, December 9       GLENAYRE CHRISTMAS PARTY            
St Laurence Church Hall                     7:30 pm     $10.00
825 St Laurence Street, Coquitlam, BC     St. Laurence Street is North of 
Como Lake Road between Poirier Street & Linton Street.      Jean Wagstaff   

................................ .....................The Mayflower* R Dancing Through NS
..................... ..............................................Kiss Under the Stairs*  J MMM

................................... ................................City of Belfast S RSCDS Bk.48
.......................... .........................The Dancing Bees* R Goldring 24 G & S

.................................... ..........................Jennifer’s Jig J Drewry Silver City
....................... ...........................The Islay Strathspey* S Miss Milligan Col.

................................ ............................Da Rain Dancin R Whiteadder Col.
......................... ..................................Kendall’s Hornpipe* J Graded Bk. 1
....................... ..............................Mrs. Milne of Kinneff* S RSCDS Lft.#32

................................. ...............................Whistling Wind R RSCDS Bk.36
.......................... ..................................Linton Ploughman* J RSCDS Bk.5

............................. ...................Rose of the North S Goldring Silver Jubilee
................................. ..................................Tap the Barrel* R Graded Bk.3

*Easier Dances

Friday, November 28          VANCOUVER CEILIDH  DANCE
Scottish Cultural Centre  7 pm class          $10 adults
8886 Hudson Street  8 pm dance        $8 students

6

Bring along your whole family for a fun filled afternoon of dancing, 
games, tantalizing treats and a special visit from Mr. & Mrs. Claus! 
All  dances will be briefed. For more information call  Maureen at 604 922 
4406 or send an email to delbrookdancers@yahoo.ca

 Maureen Hood                 

............................ ........................................The Gay Gordons  Traditional
......................... ...........................................A Reel for Jeannie R Book 40

...................................... ..............................Jubilee Jig J  RSCDS Leaflets
...................... ...........................................Round Reel of Eight R Book 27

................. ............The Galloping Carousel J  John de Chastelain Leaflets
...................................... .............................................Corn Rigs R Book 4

................... .........................Cherry Bank Gardens S Drewry Bankhead 1
..................... .....................................Joe MacDiarmid's Jig J  Five for l982

.............. ........................Bees of Maggieknockater J  Drewry Canadian Bk
.................... .............................................Flowers of Edinburgh R Book 1

............................ ..................Flying Scotsman J Thurston Let's All Dance
................ ................................Reel of the Royal Scots R RSCDS Leaflet

mailto:delbrookdancers@yahoo.ca
mailto:delbrookdancers@yahoo.ca


WHITE ROCK SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB
CHRISTMAS SOCIAL

10 DECEMBER 2014 at 7:00 pm
wrscdc.org    Evelyn Zaklan  EZaklan@WRSCDC.org

Bring a treat to share and cash contributions for the food bank.

BELLINGHAM SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCERS
CHRISTMAS SOCIAL

13 DECEMBER 2014 at 7:30 pm 
 YWCA      bellinghamscd.org      Mary Anderson 933-1779

CELTIC CHRISTMAS IN KERRISDALE
Saturday, December 13, 2014 at 2:00 pm

  The Inverglen Scottish Dancers 
invite you to their Annual Christmas Concert  in the 
Seniors Centre of the Kerrisdale Community Centre.  

Highland, Scottish Country and Step Dancing 
will be performed  with audience participation at the end.
Admission by donation and Red and White Raffle Tickets 

will be available at the door. 
 We hope to see you out to support 
our up and coming young dancers.

www.inverglenscottishdancers.com
Sandra Crosby

Sunday, December 14          51st GLENEAGLES GRAND BALL
Fairmont Hotel Vancouver               1:30 pm                           Tickets $110

Join us on Sunday  14 December for an afternoon and 
evening of  fabulous food, irresistible music, fun dances and 
warm friendship.
For more information and cribs go to www.rscdsvancouver.org
F o r t i c k e t s c o n t a c t N o r m a n d S u s a n H a u g a t 
normhaug@shaw.ca or 604-984-7458. You may  also 
purchase tickets at the Lady Aberdeen Tea Dance.
For walk throughs - join us on Monday  8 and Thursday  11 

December from 7:30 to 9:30 pm at St. Catherine’s Church,  1058 Ridgewood 
Drive, North Vancouver. Take Exit 14 (Capilano) off  Highway  1, turn right on 
Capilano Road, right on Ridgewood Drive, left on Edgemont Boulevard, right on 
Emerald Drive and right on Wellington Crescent. There will be no drop-in fee and 
everyone who will be attending the Ball is welcome.
For more practice - visit Louise Murphy’s classes on Friday  mornings from 10:35 
to 12:35 at the West Vancouver Seniors’ Activity  Center, on 21st   Street just off 
Marine Drive. Drop-in fee is $6 for members and $9 for non-members. On 5 and 
12 December, Louise will cover only Ball dances. 
All of us at Gleneagles look forward to welcoming you to our time-honoured Ball.     

Simon Scott

......................................... .........................................The Sailor R Book 24
................................... ......................................Roaring Jelly  J Hugh Foss

................................ .........................................The Gentleman S Book 35
.................. ..........................................Links with St Petersburg J Book 46

............................. .......................................Australian Ladies R Campbell
....................... .........................................Gang the Same Gate S Book 36

................................. ...........................................White Cockade R Book 5
.................................. .........................................Monica’s Way  R Book 48

......................................... .........................................Culla Bay  S Book 41
...................................... ..........................................Lady in Red J Book 48

................................. .........................................Maxwell’s Rant R Book 18

................................. .........................................Two Grey Cats R Walduck
................................ .........................................Castle Douglas S Goldring

.................................. .........................................Kissing Bridge R Book 47
................ ..........................................Laird of Milton’s Daughter J Book 22 

......................... .........................................Minister on the Loch S Goldring
................................ .........................................The Tri-Mariner R Book 48

.................. .........................................Reel of the 51st Division R Book 13

Ball Programme

Vancouver Island Scottish Country Dance Society
NEW YEAR’S EVE

Potluck Dinner & Social 
31 DEC 2014

6:30 pm dancing 8:00 pm   viscds.ca      
viscds@shaw.ca     250-598-0207
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Looking for something fun and festive to do between holiday 
gatherings?  Come dance to the music of Mary Ross at our 
Winters Eve dance sponsored in part  by the Mary Wattum Fund.   
We hope you will bring a small offering of seasonal fare to share 
at the supper table.               Katherine Shearman                             

Programme
......................... ..........................................The Happy Meeting J Book 29
......................... ..................Minister on the Loch S Goldring RSCDS 2008

..................... .........................................Back to the Fireside **  R Book 38
.................................... ..........................................Joie de Vivre J Book 29
................................... .........................................Sugar Candy  S Book 26

......................... ..................................Mary Wattum’s Reel R Unpublished
..................................... ..........................................Wild Geese  J Book 24

.................................. ...........................Scotch Mist **  S Drewry Sum Coll.
........................... ..........................................Starry Eyed Lassie J Book 23

Intermission
.......................... ..........................................Best Set in the Hall J Book 46

.................... .............................Rocky Mountain Reel** R Vanc Ruby Coll.
................................ .....Northern Lights S TAC Silver Anniversary Dances
.............................. ..........................................Follow Me Home J Book 38
............................... ...........................Golden Bracken R 2nd Graded Book

** Denotes more difficult dances

   BETWIXT AND BETWEEN

Saturday, December 27      BETWIXT AND BETWEEN
Scottish Cultural Centre      Dancing at 7.30 pm       Music by Mary Ross
8886 Hudson Street       Free to all RSCDS members     Admission $15

10 11

Friday, January  9               VANCOUVER CEILIDH  DANCE
Scottish Cultural Centre  7 pm class          $10 adults
8886 Hudson Street  8 pm dance        $8 students

Come and dance - start the New Year with a fun ceilidh evening.

Saturday, January 17                     BRANCH BURNS SUPPER
Scottish Cultural Centre               Bar 6:00 pm                        Tickets  $55
8886 Hudson Street     Dinner 7:00 pm                       

Music by the Vancouver Fiddle Orchestra

*** For those who know the dance
Crib sheets will be posted on the rscdsvancouver.org website

Burns Supper Programme
................................... ...............................A Scottish Jig J Let’s All Dance

....................... ...........................................Flowers of Edinburgh R Book 1
................. ..........................................The Duke of Atholl’s Reel J Book 16

..................................... ...................................Bruce’s Men S Scotia Suite
........................... .........................................The Pawling Porch R Brunken
......................... .....................................The Dundee Whaler S Ormskirk 1

...................................... ....................................Burns Night  J Boston 50th
Intermission

..................................... ............................................The Triumph R Book1
................. .......................................Seaton’s Ceilidh Band*** J Bush Coll.

..................... .........................................Linnea’s Strathspey*** S Book 47
........................... ....................................Da Rain Dancin’*** R Whiteadder

Gill & Richard Beattie at the 2014 Burns Supper
photo Kerry McDevitt

It is never too early to include the Branch Burns Supper 
in your January calendar.

Please join us for the 41st annual celebration of the life and works of 
Robert Burns, including a traditional  Scottish meal with all the trimmings.  
We will dance to the wonderful music  of the Vancouver Fiddle Orchestra, 
with a varied programme and a dance for everyone!  

The Vancouver Demonstration Team will also entertain us.
Tickets are available from November 11th, 2014, through your club 
representative; or gillibeattie@gmail.com, or 604-224-6751, or through 
PayPal on the rscdsvancouver.org website.  Looking forward to seeing 
you there.                                                   Gill Beattie

mailto:gillibeattie@gmail.com
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RSCDS HAWAII BRANCH
 Annual Aloha Winter Weekend

                                                  13, 14 & 15 February 2015
               Guest Instructor    Linda Henderson

Humuhumunukunukuapua’a 
& Strathspey Society Band

Melissa Lindsay 808-256-3347   MLindsay@hawaii.rr.com
Bruce McEwan 808-256-7707  bmcewan@hawaiiantel.net

Vancouver Branch RSCDS Award Nominations Requested
The Vancouver Branch is now receiving nominations for Branch Awards.  
Nominations close November 30th, 2014. Awards are approved by  RSCDS 
Edinburgh based on the Vancouver Branch’s recommendations.
Branch Awards are made to both well-sung heroes and unsung heroes who 
have contributed to the Branch beyond the ordinary  call of  duty. They  must 
have contributed to the enjoyment and excellence of  Scottish Country  Dancing 
and its music, at the Branch, in at least one of the following ways:
1    Innovation and/or growth including new programs.
2    Prestige and/or standards of excellence.
3    Significant contribution to the enjoyment of SCD & the happiness of others.
4    Significant and/or extensive administrative service.
5    Significant financial contribution.
A full description of  the Branch Awards process can be found on the Branch 
website under “Board Documents”, or a printed copy  may  be obtained by  mail 
from the Branch’s Corresponding Secretary.
For presentations to be made during the 2014-15 dance season, nominations 
must be submitted to the Vancouver Branch Corresponding Secretary  by  e-
mail,  or by  mail to the Scottish Cultural Centre,  8886 Hudson Street, 
Vancouver, BC, V6P 4N2, not later than November 30, 2014. Nominations will 
be considered by  a committee appointed by  the Board at its December 6, 2014 
meeting.  Nominations should be specific and complete.           Gerry Stensgaard

notices
50TH ANNIVERSARY UPDATE

Mark your calendars for March 21, 2015 and do not miss our Golden 
Jubilee Ball. Dance to the music  of the Torridon Scottish Dance 
Band featuring guests Ian Muir from Scotland and Judi Nicolson from 
Texas.  The Ball will take place at the Hellenic Centre, 4500 Arbutus 
Street, Vancouver. Tickets are $100. We wil l  begin the 
evening mingling with old and new friends over a glass of wine, 
followed by a light dinner, dancing and dessert. Tickets will  be 
available through PayPal after January 1, 2015 or contact Mary Ann 
McDevitt at mamcdevitt@shaw.ca  604-929-2944 for reservations. We 
look forward to celebrating with you at Vancouver’s gala event of the 
year.          Jean Wagstaff
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Saturday, February 14              LOVE TO DANCE SCOTTISH
Scottish Cultural Centre

DANCE ON VALENTINE’S DAY
Musicians: The Tartan Players

Mark your calendar now for
The Love to Dance 

Workshop and Tea Dance
Always very popular 

so register early
 More Classes - More teachers

Same camaraderie - Same great dancing 

Watch the website for more detail
Registration Forms available mid-November

Inquiries: Fran Caruth 604-922-6842 or Jean Wagstaff 604-464-8103
Fran Caruth

Teachers: Rebecca Blackhall-Peters;
Gordon Robinson; Maureen Lyon

Membership Card Change
You will notice some changes to Membership Cards this year.  They no longer 
have numbers printed on them as they have in the past.  Edinburgh had 
intended to introduce new membership cards, printed directly from the new 
database, with new membership numbers on them.  Difficulties with the new 
database made it impossible to implement this change this year.  The new 
numbers are intended to stay with members for ever.
I have been able to access new numbers for last year’s Branch members and 
write them on this year’s cards but new or lapsed members will not yet have 
been assigned a new number.  An unnumbered card is sufficient for this year 
but if you would prefer to know your new number I should be able to access it 
and send it to you upon request in the new year or you can login to rscds.org 
and go to My Account then Member Details to see your number.     

Membership Secretary  Patsy Jamieson  
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mailto:MLindsay@hawaii.rr.com
mailto:bmcewan@hawaiiantel.net
mailto:bmcewan@hawaiiantel.net
http://www.rscdsvancouver.org/cms/wp-content/uploads/Torridon-Bios.pdf
http://www.rscdsvancouver.org/cms/wp-content/uploads/Torridon-Bios.pdf
http://www.rscdsvancouver.org/cms/wp-content/uploads/Torridon-Bios.pdf
http://www.rscdsvancouver.org/cms/wp-content/uploads/Torridon-Bios.pdf
http://www.rscdsvancouver.org/home/50th-anniversary/ian-muir/
http://www.rscdsvancouver.org/home/50th-anniversary/ian-muir/
http://www.rscdsvancouver.org/home/50th-anniversary/judi-nicolson/
http://www.rscdsvancouver.org/home/50th-anniversary/judi-nicolson/
mailto:mamcdevitt@shaw.ca
mailto:mamcdevitt@shaw.ca


Vancouver Branch Membership
 CORRECTION REGARDING “WHITE COCKADE ONLY” 

The schedule of  fees for this dancing year as published in September’s 
newsletter offers both electronic and printed “White Cockade Only”.  This 
option is only  available to Life Members of  the Vancouver Branch.  
Unfortunately  I neglected to make this  clear in the notice in the White 
Cockade.   The notices on the Branch website have been corrected but this 
oversight was not caught in time for the September newsletter.
I must apologise for causing this confusion and thank you all for your under-
standing.  The corrected fee schedule follows.

Vancouver Branch Membership Fees 2014- 2015
Membership Categories
 - Individual or Single
 - Joint – available when there are two members at the same address
 - Half Year Single – available for members joining after 1st January
 - Half Year Joint – available for two members at the same address 
   joining after 1st January
 - Newsletter Only – available only for Life Members

 * Please note that all Membership Categories expire on 30th June 2015.
  
Membership Fees

Printed Newsletter  Electronic Newsletter
Individual or Single          $55                    $45
Joint            $90        $80
Half Year Single           $40        $30
Half Year Joint           $65        $55
Newsletter Only  (RSCDS members only)                 
            $25        $15

Fee Payment Options
- at your club – Teachers or Membership Secretaries will have        
application forms available
- online payment – see RSCDS Vancouver Branch website
- download Application Form and Submit by Mail – see website as 
above

Membership Secretary  Patsy Jamieson  

tribute to stuart

14 15

He was, to quote his daughter Erin whom he survived to see graduate 
with her PhD earlier this year, a man of dizzying activity, showing up at 
8.00 am for Fit  Fella’s 5 days a week and often following it  with golf, 
hiking or skiing, depending on the season or inclination. He had an array 
of hobbies and interests that  included photography, computer web-
master, stained glass-making and woodwork. He was a collector of 
Moorecroft pottery and extraordinarily knowledgeable and passionate 
lover of classical music, particularly opera. In his earlier years he was a 
long-distance runner, mountain climber, squash and tennis player and 
rally navigator.
What  we know him for best  however and what  in so many ways defined 
his later years, was dancing. Aptly, the photograph here, taken by a good 
friend from Glasgow, shows him at the Falls of Rogie in Scotland. He 
was a past Branch Board member, a valuable part of the Branch 
Demonstration Team and superb Old Time partner to its current Director. 
His interests though extended to many forms of dance and he 
experimented freely with them, especially ballroom.
It’s an untimely demise for so large a personality, such a big contributor 
to our community and well, just such a lovely man.  Stuart  has and will 
continue to be missed by all whose lives he touched.

Sandy Caruth

Stuart at the Falls of Rogie                  photo Meg Barrowman

Stuart Somerville died peacefully September 15th 2014 at just  69 years of 
age, all would say, many years before his time. He had fought  an 
inoperable brain tumour for almost 15 months and was probably glad he 
could at last slip away.
Stuart graduated from UBC in Metallurgical Engineering and spent most 
of his career as a pipeline engineer before becoming CEO of EcoWaste 
Industries. In his retirement he travelled widely, often spending several 
months in Europe each year, where he made many fast friends.

RSCDS Edinburgh
All Branch members can log on to the newly updated Edinburgh 
website to either update information or retrieve your Membership 
number.  Go to rscds.org and click on Login in the top right corner of 
the page.  You may use your email  address or your Membership 
number to login and, if you have lost track of your password, set 
another.  Once in, click on My Account then scroll  down to My 
Details and then down to Membership Details and update both as 
necessary.  At the moment, unless updated, you were born in 1970. 

Membership Secretary  Patsy Jamieson  



inverglen scottish dancers

This  photo was taken on 17 October 2014 at a Sunrise Living residence. It shows 
a few of  my  dancers with Sheila Brown who was a long time Scottish country 
dancer and teacher.
I remember Sheila helping to teach the Children’s Workshop Classes over 45 
years ago when I used to attend and Mary  Anderson was the organizer.  Sheila 
was in fine form, talking to the children and watching the dancing with a very 
keen eye.  Oh, how the years slip by.                             photo & text Sandra Crosby

photos Kerry McDevitt

Well, our Britain Trip has come to an end, and wow - what a success!  In 22 days 
we saw 3 countries, slept in 10 hotels, stopped in 30+ towns, gave 6 great 
performances, and visited 50+ historical attractions. Many  pub suppers and bus 
rides later, we finished the tour as one exhausted (but extremely  happy) teacher, 
and 16 amazing dancers who did a stellar job of  representing our dance school 
and our country. Ladies, I am so proud of  you, and I thank you all for being part 
of this journey. I will treasure these memories (and my sparkly gift) forever!
The new season and lessons are now in full swing.  The senior class has already 
had two performances and they  are gearing up for three big shows on November 
11. As always, they  are looking forward to attending the Gleneagles Ball in 
December.        photos & text Sarah Stubley

STAVE FALLS SCOTTISH DANCERS

Top:  Stave Falls Scottish Dancers at Dunvegan Castle battlements on the Isle of Skye
Above:  left, dancing at Dunvegan Castle; right, sight-seeing in London

Below: left, performing in Cardiff; right, practicing at a Helensburgh beach

west end fall frolic
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Well, our little club came together and their hard work was rewarded with an 
excellent evening of  dance, great music,  good company  and delicious food.  I 
think, though I may  be a wee bit prejudiced, that I can say  the 4th Annual Fall 
Frolic was a success.  The 50 – 60 folk who came were treated to some superb 
music by  the Tartan Players.  A big thanks to Mary  Ann, Kerry  and all the club 
members as well as to those who kindly brought a plate of food.

                            Duncan MacKenzie



On 20 September 2014, the Northwest Deaf Outdoors Club held their 
Scottish Festival  at Hazlemere RV Park in South Surrey.  It included 
Scottish beer, haggis, various clan games and an introduction to Scottish 
Country Dancing provided by members of the White Rock Club. 

Duncan Mackenzie 
received a request 
from the group to 
attend their Scottish 
themed day of games 
and competi t ions.  
We were asked to 
demonstrate a dance 
while 3 teams each 
with 6 competitors 
w a t c h e d o u r 
movements.  There 
were 6 of us; Duncan 

and Margaret MacKenzie, Michelle Turner, Christine Cardinal, Lori 
Fraser and myself.  We danced "It's Nae Bother" twice through.  The first 
of the teams tried to emulate our moves, however it was soon apparent 
that it was not going too well!

To help them out we each took a partner from each team.  While this was 
more successful, it was still a challenge for both them and us but one 
which they threw themselves into with much enthusiasm and 
laughter. It's not an easy task to dance with no audible beat or music and 
very little instruction. We tried to give them visual instructions with hand 
signals which were unsuccessful for the most part.  
Despite all  3 teams having a good time trying to dance, it was obvious 
that their idea of Scottish Country Dancing was highland dancing. The 
signing interpreter explained that our dancing was more like "folk" 
dancing.
It was quite a humbling experience for me to see how eagerly they 
stepped up to the challenge of doing something quite out of their comfort 
zone and were not afraid of "failure", as so many of us are by not trying 
new experiences.
I'm sure I speak for all of us there when I say we had a fun time and it felt 
good to have been a part of their Scottish Day.                    Sandra Anderson   

 photos Wendy Bruce

Those of us who have danced with the White Rock Scottish 
Country Dance Club through the years know – from  the 
depths of our being – that the amount of time and energy that 
Maureen has spent in making this the club that it is today . . . 
in transforming each of us into the dancers that we have 
become is nothing less than an untiring labour of love.
We all know that Maureen does this for the love of dance – 
yes! We need to know that beyond that, she does this for the 
love of each of us.  Maureen understands that the human 
spirit thrives only in the context of community.  And she uses 
dance to teach us its rudiments. When she encourages us to 
look at each other . . .  smile at each other . . . match / cover 
each other . . . help / guide each other, she reminds us that no 
man, no woman is called to live life as an island. She enables 
us to understand that the beauty of dance – the magic of 
dance – rests not so much in the skill of an individual dancer.  
Rather, it rests mostly in the ability of a group of dancers to 
work together to make the patterns of a dance come alive – 
for such is community and such is life! 

 Maureen, may we express our deepest gratitude 
for your ongoing commitment to teach us that

dance is life and life is dance !
                  design & text Marisol McRae

 on behalf of WRSCDC

White Rock Scottish Country Dance Club 60th Anniversary

Maureen Lyon

the northwest deaf scottish day

1918



JOHN DREWRY -  MAN OF MANY ACCOMPLISHMENTS
At the Gleneagles Club’s  Tribute to John Drewry on 18 October 2014, the story of 
John’s life, along with photographs, was shown on the walls.  The following is a 

part of this story.
As well  as devising dances, John Drewry 
h a d m a n y o t h e r i n t e r e s t s a n d 
accomplishments.
He spent a lot of time hill walking in the 
hills, glens and around the lochs of his 
adopted Scotland.
He was also a skilled photographer and 
compiled very beautiful colour slide 
shows of his times and travels in the 
Scottish hills and moors.
John had a highly refined appreciation 
and knowledge of classical music as well 
as Scottish music, and he set his slide 
shows to careful ly selected and 
significantly moving accompaniment.

He shared these photo / musical evenings with groups and with friends, 
and I watched them in his home when staying there.

gleneagles club fall dance

VANCOUVER TRIBUTE TO JOHN DREWRY
Gleneagles Club hosted nine sets at their Fall Dance on 18 October for a 
programme of  inspiring John Drewry  dances.  The floor was full for the whole 
evening as we danced through eighteen of  John’s challenging but flowing 
compositions to mainly  original tunes, many  from old recordings.  It was a very 
enjoyable evening, mixed with history, stories and memorabilia connected to 
John’s interesting life.  Local clubs were well represented, particularly  from White 
Rock and the Valley. Five dancers journeyed down from Kelowna; two from 
Bellingham and one came across from Gabriola Island.
We at Gleneagles were very  delighted to be the hosts of  this occasion in honour 
of  such an important  figure in the recent history  of  our dancing.  We thank you all 
for coming and being part of  maintaining the wonderful legacy  of  this master 
devisor.                                                Simon Scott
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John Drewry with Simon Scott in 2013
photo Frances Picherack

Gleneagles Fall Dance                                                                            photos John Freeland

John’s cooking was usually part of these evenings.  It was something he 
had learned and enjoyed at a young age from both his mother and his 
grandmother, who was a cheese maker. 
John published some 20 books from the 1960s and on into the early 
2000s. At first he lived at 9a Bon Accord Crescent and later at 199 
Bankhead Road, both in Aberdeen: hence the names of some of the 
books and dances. There are also many, many single sheet leaflet 
dances that were not included in any published books.  The Canadian 
Book, the larger green one, was published by the Toronto Branch in 
1977.  On the cover of this book is the “dancing couple” now adopted as 
the Gleneagles’ logo. 
I have a pair of kilt hose that John hand knitted for me many years ago.  
The interweaving cable tops are very, very clever.
I first met John in the 1970s sometime and would see him on various 
trips to Scotland for pleasure travels, workshops, dances, balls and 
Society AGMs. We also taught together at a number of North American 
workshops and he has honoured me by devising five dances in my name 
with Gleneagles Dominie being the best known. Glen Devon was written 
after a hill walking day in that glen in the Ochil  Hills, south of 
Auchterarder. The Capilano Run was written after showing John the 
Capilano River and its canyon, dam and hatchery. The Patron Saint is for 
my son Andrew and me and, for my daughter and me, John wrote 
Siwash Rock which he saw from the deck of my house.  

I was delighted that Frankie and I were able to spend some time with 
John in July of 2013. This was just less than a year before he died on the 
18th of June this year. Early in our visit, he was very quiet and not very 
engaging, making me wonder how aware he was. However, occasionally 
he connected and responded to some comments and questions. Once or 
twice a smile appeared and one of them, shown here, Frankie captured.
Thank you Gleneagles, for hosting this tribute to John.  Thanks to our 
Branch for their support and to all of you who came to dance and enjoy, 
as John intended, a programme of his dances as part of his wonderful 
legacy.                    Simon Scott



There’s always something slightly nostalgic  about Fort Worden, the 
Seattle Branch’s annual  end-of-summer weekend. One travels back in 
time through the farmland of Whidbey Island, and across by a small  ferry 
to the Victorian town of Port Townsend. On the outskirts lies the Fort 
itself, once a military base which guarded the entrance to Puget Sound, 
but now a peaceful  space with an empty parade ground and vast view of 
the sea. 
The large Officers’ Row houses, where most participants stay, are 
gracious but slightly down at heel, with high ceilings, dining tables long 
enough for a Victorian family, and living-rooms still called “parlours.”
The dance weekend was retrospective too. It was the 40th for the Seattle 
Branch, and posted on the walls of the ball were photos of the previous 
39. The dance program, of course, had a Ruby theme. 
A record number of Vancouver area dancers attended Fort Worden this 
year, and the Vancouver Branch group continued their own Fort Worden 
tradition: an afternoon tea with charming hostesses wearing hats and 
gloves and pouring tea into fine china cups, while musicians played on 
the verandah outside.

fort worden 40th anniversary

Right: Alison Moen and Diane Coulombe
 pour for the tea party

Below: Louise Steinway & Jack O’Conner 
serenade the gathering
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 Burnaby Club members enjoying dinner in an Officer’s house at Fort Worden

photos Sue Sochasky & Rosemary Coupe

photos: 40th Ball & Dunsmuir Dancers rscdsseattle/Facebook 
 Fort Worden view Michael McKee

Two of the weekend teachers, Lin Pettengill  and Tim Wilson, came from 
California. David and Avril Quarrie (of Quarries Jig fame) came from 
France, but they too have a US connection, having lived much of their 
married life in Chicago and San Francisco. 

In a highlight of the Friday night Ceilidh, Tim Wilson led a group of 
Dunsmuir [San Francisco] Dancers through the Hebridean Weaving Lilt 
(above), a traditional dance reconstructed in the 1930s by Mary Isdale 
MacNab of Vancouver. Congratulations go to the Seattle Branch for 
organizing such a fine weekend for so many years.             Rosemary Coupe



TAC Summer School 2015
will be held at

Longwood University, Farmville, Virginia, USA

26 July to 2 August 2015
It starts with a social dance on Sunday evening 26 July,
then morning dance classes, optional afternoon classes, 
evening socials through the week culminating in a ball 

on Saturday 1 August
Teachers’ Conference Weekend

24 - 26 August 2015
tac-rscds.org

Youth Weekend West
1 - 3 May 2015 
Victoria, BC

youthweekendwest.com

VANCOUVER AREA CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2014-2015VANCOUVER AREA CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2014-2015VANCOUVER AREA CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2014-2015VANCOUVER AREA CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2014-2015

1 Nov Ladies’ Step Dance Class 24 Jan Tam O’Shanter Dancers 
Burns Night

8 Nov Ladies’ Step Dance Class 6 Feb Vancouver Ceilidh Dance

8 Nov Bellingham Social 7 Feb Bellingham Monthly Dance 

11 Nov Deep Cove Club
Lady Aberdeen Tea Dance 15 Feb Love To Dance Scottish 

Workshop & Tea Dance

15 Nov Ladies’ Step Dance Class 27 Feb Vancouver Ceilidh Dance

15 Nov Vancouver Fiddle Orchestra
Concert & Ceilidh 7 Mar Burnaby Dance 

22 Nov Ladies’ Step Dance Class 14 Mar Bellingham Social 

22 Nov St Andrews & Caledonian 
Society Ball 21 Mar Vancouver 

Golden Jubilee Ball

25 Nov Fort Langley 
St. Andrew’s Party Dance 27 Mar Vancouver Ceilidh Dance

28 Nov Vancouver Ceilidh Dance 28 Mar Glenayre Annual Dance 

29 Nov Delta Borderers’ Fall Dance 28 Mar March Workshop Social 
VISCDS

6 Dec Vancouver Branch 
Children’s Christmas Party 29 Mar White Rock Spring Workshop

8 Dec Branch Christmas Ceilidh 11 Apr Bellingham Social 

9 Dec Glenayre Christmas Party 11 Apr Nanaimo Workshop 
& Tea Dance

13 Dec Bellingham Social 18 Apr Deep Cove Dance

14 Dec Gleneagles Ball 20 Apr Branch End of Term
Spring Ceilidh

27 Dec Vancouver Branch
Betwixt and Between Social 24 Apr Vancouver Ceilidh Dance

31 Dec New Year’s Eve Social
VISCDS 25 Apr Children’s Easter Party

Vancouver Branch

9 Jan Vancouver Ceilidh Dance 1-3 May Youth Weekend West
Victoria, BC

10 Jan Bellingham Social 3 May White Rock  Annual Dance

12 Jan Vancouver Branch Monday
classes begin 9 May Bellingham Social 

14 Jan Vancouver Branch
 Programme Classes begin 30 May Fort Langley 15th 

Anniversary Gala

17 Jan Vancouver Branch 
Burns Supper 26 Jul - 2 Aug TAC Summer School

Farmville, Virginia
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advance notices

THE UNITED SCOTTISH CULTURAL SOCIETY
The United Scottish Cultural Society  (USCS) operates the Scottish Cultural 
Centre (SCC) and is involved in the BC Highland Games.  As such, the USCS  
is a very  important organization for the Scottish country  dance community  of 
the Lower Mainland. The Vancouver Branch strongly  recommends that all our 
members take out membership in the USCS (annual dues only  $10.00) to 
show our support, and also to have input into the on-going repairs  and up-
grades to the SCC.  Membership applications may  be picked up at the SCC, or 
by  visiting www.scottishculturalcentre.com and clicking on “USCS Membership 
Application” in the left column.                              Gerry Stensgaard

http://www.scottishculturalcentre.com/
http://www.scottishculturalcentre.com/

