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a happy new year fae the chair
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A new year and a new web presence for RSCDS Vancouver. Mary Ann 
McDevitt has taken over as web master with help from Vicki Downey and the 
technical support of our web designer,  Darrell McLeod.  Please check it out.  If 
you do not wish a photo of you included in our gallery, please let us know 
which photos to remove.  
I hope that you are all well rested after a short break from dancing mid-
December.  The end of November and early December were particularly hectic 
in 2013 with several closely-scheduled events. However, it seems that Scottish 
country dancing attracts some of the best people. We have really dedicated 
dancers in Francis O’Farrell plus Richard and Gill Beattie who helped out 
Duncan at the ceilidh on Friday 29th,  then set up the audio equipment or acted 
as Mr. & Mrs. Santa at the Children’s party on the 30th and finally danced to 
Donald Bartlett in Tsawwassen that evening at the Delta Social.   Meanwhile, 
Duncan MacKenzie taught weekly practices for the St Andrew’s Ball, ran his 
usual energetic ceilidh, was back to dance with the demonstration team at the 
Ball and ran their dance programme. Whew!! The following weekend the 
demonstration team danced at the downtown German Market in frigid 
conditions only to repeat their outdoor performances in Dundarave on 
December 14th. Many local and visiting dancers enjoyed the music of the 
Vancouver Fiddle Orchestra in the grand ballroom of the Vancouver Hotel 
when the Gleneagles club hosted their 50th Annual Ball on December 8th.  As 
always, the year ends with our ‘Betwixt and Between’ Social with music by 
Mary Ross.  We are indebted to Mary Wattum for her generous bequest, 
enabling us to engage such a fine musician and offer the event free to RSCDS 
members.
And so on to a new year of dancing and there are two Burns’ events that you 
will not want to miss.   This year the Tam O’Shanter dancers celebrate 20 years 
at their social which is always innovative and entertaining. Then the Branch 
hosts a traditional Burns Supper on February 1st. Peter Richards has again 
engaged some excellent speakers and the dance programme,  to the lively 
music of the Tartan Players, will ensure that our non-dancing guests do not feel 
left-out. 
In February there is a mini workshop offering Ladies Step and a week later our 
annual ‘Love to Dance Scottish’ Workshop and Tea Dance, with some fine 
class musicians and the Tartan Players.  These workshops provide 
opportunities for us to try out something new or to improve existing technique 
under the tutelage of Mary Murray and Simon Scott.  
In March join us dancing on the wonderful sprung wood floor of the Gizeh 
Shriner Centre to the music of The Scottish Accent at the Heather Ball.   Then 
in May watch out for the 60th Anniversary celebrations at the White Rock 
club’s dance to the music of Marian Anderson.  Also in May there is the Fort 
Langley Whiskey Tea Dance.  SCD clubs across Canada and around the world 
must be green with envy at our varied and rich dance calendar!  
The Branch is looking again for volunteers to promote our shared passion for 
dance at the Zoomer Show in February, the Celtic Day Parade in March, the 
BC Highland Games in June and the Canada Day parade in July.  Please come 
along to help at these events.  

Jennifer Shearman  
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Love to Dance Workshop & Dance  -  see rscdsvancouver.org 

for programme, online registration and cribs

RSCDS Vancouver Branch Board of Directors 2013-2014
A new Board of Directors was elected at the Annual General Meeting held September 20, 2013

OFFICERS  

Chair     Jennifer Shearman  chair@rscdsvancouver.org           604.739.3096

Vice-Chair    Gerry Stensgaard vicechair@rscdsvancouver.org         604.451.1161

Corresponding Secretary Vicki Downey   secretary@rscdsvancouver.org         604.298.9695

Recording Secretary  Drum Cavers                recordingsecretary@rscdsvancouver.org   604.435.2217

Treasurer    Stewart Cunningham  treasurer@rscdsvancouver.org     604.261.0162

Membership Secretary  Patsy Jamieson   membership@rscdsvancouver.org     604.929.4884

OTHER DIRECTORS showing specific responsibilities

Archivist     Mary Ann McDevitt archives@rscdsvancouver.org     604.929.2944

BC Highland Games Rep  Simon Scott             highlandgames@rscdsvancouver.org     604.925.9333

Children's Program Liaison Francis O’Farrell  children@rscdsvancouver.org     604.321.0533 

Events Coordinator  Heather Hankin  events@rscdsvancouver.org           604.730.9581 

Publicity     Cathrine Conings  publicity@rscdsvancouver.org     604.299.6447

Safety Coordinator  Sue Sochasky  safety@rscdsvancouver.org      604.937.7967

BOARD APPOINTMENTS

50th Anniversary Chair  Jean Wagstaff  50th@rscdsvancouver.org      604.464.8103

Betwixt & Between Co-ord Frances Caruth   dancing@rscdsvancouver.org     604.922.6842

Betwixt & Between Co-ord Heather Hankin   events@rscdsvancouver.org      604.730.9581                                          

Burns Supper Coordinator Peter Richards   burns@rscdsvancouver.org      604.929.2745

Dancing Coordinator  Frances Caruth   dancing@rscdsvancouver.org     604.922.6842

Dancing in the Park   Frances Caruth   dancing@rscdsvancouver.org     604.922.6842

Dem Team Director  R. Blackhall-Peters   demteam@rscdsvancouver.org     604.530.0500

Heather Ball Chair   Simon Scott  heatherball@rscdsvancouver.org     604.925.9333

Love to Dance Workshop Frances Caruth   dancing@rscdsvancouver.org     604.922.6842

Love to Dance Workshop Heather Hankin  events@rscdsvancouver.org      604.730.9581

Newsletter Editor   Eleanor Pedersen  editor@rscdsvancouver.org      604.538.4095

RSCDS Director USAC Ltd Stewart Cunningham uscs@rscdsvancouver.org      604.261.0162 

Web Site Manager   Mary Ann McDevitt web@rscdsvancouver.org         604.929.2944

OTHER CONTACTS

Ceilidh Director    Duncan MacKenzie  ceilidh@rscdsvancouver.org      604.536.9481 

North Shore Children   Maureen Hood           northshorechildren@rscdsvancouver.org   604.922.4406 

TAC Representative  Jean Wagstaff   tac@rscdsvancouver.org      604.464.8103
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Friday, January 10                                        CEILIDH  DANCE

Scottish Cultural Centre  7 pm class          $10 adults

8886 Hudson Street  8 pm dance        $8 students

Saturday, February 1                      BRANCH BURNS SUPPER

Scottish Cultural Centre              Bar 6 pm                   Tickets  $55

8886 Hudson Street   Dinner 7 pm

dancing dates

Saturday, February 15              LOVE TO DANCE SCOTTISH
 Scottish Cultural Centre – 8886 Hudson Street

LOVE TO DANCE WORKSHOP AND TEA DANCE

REGISTRATION OPEN NOW

Registration limited to 75 dancers
Plan to attend this fabulous day of dancing, camaraderie and learning 

with teachers Mary Murray and Simon Scott.
Classes in the morning; tea dance in the afternoon

See full brochure included with your printed White Cockade or 
Visit the web at: rscdsvancouver.org

Register on line or by post BUT HURRY!

Love to Dance Scottish Tea Dance – Saturday February 15
Scottish Cultural Centre         2 pm                $12.00  Dance Only

8886 Hudson St                                    Music by the Tartan Players
Dance instructions available at  rscdsvancouver.org

All dancers are invited to stay for afternoon tea after the dance.

Friday, February  7!                                      CEILIDH  DANCE

Scottish Cultural Centre  7 pm class          $10 adults

8886 Hudson Street  8 pm dance        $8 students

Put this in your diary for

 SATURDAY - FEBRUARY 1st, 2014
Include the Branch Burns Supper on your Winter Entertainment Calendar!  This 
will be our 40th annual celebration of the life and poetry of Robert Burns, 
including a traditional Scottish meal with all the trimmings. We'll have the 
wonderful music of the Tartan Players. It's a varied programme with a dance for 
everyone! As usual, we'll be entertained by the Demonstration Team and we 
hope to have one or two surprises to keep you on your toes! 
We have managed to hold the price for the last 2 years.  We would love you to 
pick up your tickets early. Tickets are available from your club representative 
from November 11 or patcavers@shaw.ca or conveniently through Paypal on the  
rscdsvancouver.org website. The programme is in Nov-Dec White Cockade. 
Crib sheets have been posted on the rscdsvancouver.org website. Peter Richards                                 
         

Saturday, February 8         !              LADIES’ STEP DANCING

Scottish Cultural Centre       1 pm - 4 pm                 $15
8886 Hudson Street, Vancouver     RSCDS Vancouver Branch

MINI-WORKSHOP  -   THE BASICS AND BEYOND
Teacher:  MARY MURRAY

Music:  Live with JANET WRIGHT and ALMA MACDONALD

More soft shoe Ladies Step open to dancers interested in an energetic 
afternoon with a focus on different steps and different musical tempo. 
Previous Step Dance experience NOT required but must have some 

proficiency in another dance form.

Cost: $15  includes tea/coffee  
RSVP *  Fran Caruth   phone: 604 922 6842

or  Kay Sutherland   kay_sutherland@hotmail.com

* This sold out almost immediately but we are keeping a wait list in case 
spaces open up. We'd still like to hear from you if you are interested

 so that we can let you know about future activities.                            

Saturday, January 25       ROBERT BURNS DINNER DANCE

Star of the Sea Hall  5.30 pm         tickets $55

15262 Pacific Ave. White Rock BC

PAST & PRESENT -  20TH ANNIVERSARY DINNER DANCE
Hosted by the TAM O’SHANTER DANCERS

Enjoy an evening of Scottish entertainment, haggis and ceilidh dancing. 
Call Janice 604-536-7660  or Cheryl 604-535-8949

................................ ..........................................Well Done Jack J Book 29
........................... .........................................The Shamrock Girl S Goldring

............................. .........................................Milton’s Welcome R Book 33

............................. ..................................................Teacher’s Choice  TBD
.................................. .........................................My Friend Joe S Book 38

..................................... .............................The Barmkin R Second Graded

..................................... .......................................A Capital Jig J 5 for 2009
............................. ..................................................Teacher’s Choice  TBD

................................ .........................................Inverneil House R Book 35
................. .........................................Andrew and Gordon’s Jig J Goldring

..................... .........................................Memories of Mary Ann S Book 47
................................. .........................................Maxwell’s Rant R Book 18

photo Stuart Somerville
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Saturday, March 22                                          HEATHER BALL
Gizeh Temple          Reception: 6:00                    Tickets  $85
3550 Wayburne Drive         Dance:      7:00           30 and under $65
Burnaby

Saturday, March 8                                         BURNABY DANCE
Confederation Centre    7:30 pm        $20
4584 Albert Street, Burnaby     

Music: Vancouver Fiddle Orchestra
Come and enjoy the exciting music  of the VFO and the excellent facilities 
of Confederation Centre in North Burnaby. To get there, take Willingdon 
Avenue one block north of Hastings Street and turn right on Albert Street. 
The parking lot will  be on your left, and the building is to the left of the lot. 
Members of the Burnaby Club look forward to welcoming you.

 Rosemary Coupe

Come and dance to the great music of the

Scottish Accent Band

VANCOUVER’S HEATHER BALL
Dance on the fantastic sprung floor of the Gizeh Temple

3550 Wayburne Drive in Burnaby
Reception  6:00 pm and dancing at 7:00 pm  

Followed by a light supper
Tickets $85.00   (30 and under - $65.00)  

Space is limited so please book early. 

!contact Simon Scott     604 925 9333     simon.scott@telus.net

Advanced class from 9:30 am to 12:00 pm.  This is a challenging 
workshop for advanced dancers who are experienced in all aspects of 
formation and steps.
Intermediate and Beginner class from 1:00 pm to 3:30 pm. An 
intermediate class, not for rank beginners.  Special attention will be given 
to formations and steps. Advanced dancers are encouraged to stay for 
the afternoon to assist with beginners.

Bring your own lunch.  Tea, coffee and juice will be available during the 
break from 12:00 to 1:00 pm.  Laurie Lang  604-944-6678   ljreel@telus.net

Gerda Barwieck    604-531-4595  gerdab@shaw.ca

............. .............................................Machine without Horses J Book 12
................... .............................The Dundee Whaler S Clowes, Ormskirk
.................... ............................................John of Bon Accord R Book 33

....................... .............................................Bill Clement MBE J Book 47
........................... ............................................The Gentleman S Book 35
........................... ...................Polharrow Burn R 3 Dances by Hugh Foss
.......................... .............................................Welcome to Ayr J Book 47

............ .................................Jean Martin of Aberdeen S 3 Dances 2006
..................... ............................................Flight to Melbourne R Book 47

............................... ..................................A Capital Jig J 5 Dances 2009
.................. .........................Cherrybank Gardens S Drewry, Bankhead 1

.............................. .............................Mary Erskine R 2nd Graded Book
........... .............................................Links with St. Petersburg J Book 46

......................... ..............The Falkirk Lass S Brunken, Moments in Time
................................ ............................................Scott Meikle R Book 46

................................... ............................................Culla Bay  S Book 41
..................... .............................................Best Set in the Hall J Book 46

......................... .......................West’s Hornpipe R 5 Traditional for 1965

Friday,  February  28  !                          CEILIDH  DANCE

Scottish Cultural Centre  7 pm class          $10 adults

8886 Hudson Street  8 pm dance        $8 students

NOTICEs

VANCOUVER BRANCH CLASSES

MONDAY NIGHTS

Every Monday 7:30 to 9:30 pm at the Scottish Cultural Centre

Classes resume on January 13, 2014 and run until April 14. 2014

Teachers: Mary Murray and Katherine Shearman

Fees: $60 for the term or $6:00 Drop-in   

(RSCDS Membership Required)

Special Monday Evenings:

January 27 -  A Salute to Burns       February 10  - Happy Valentines

March 17 – Celebrating the Irish       Guests welcome: Drop-in Fee $6:00

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS – THE PROGRAM CLASS

Every Wednesday 7:30 to 9:30 pm at the Scottish Cultural Centre

Classes start on January 15, 2014 and go to the end of May 2014.

Come and learn the dances for upcoming socials.

Suitable for all dancers familiar with the steps

 and basic Scottish Country Dancing formations

Drop-in Fee: $6:00   Teachers: Scheduled Rotation

March 12th and 19th – Special Practices for the Heather Ball

Sunday, March 30!     WHITE ROCK SPRING WORKSHOP
Sullivan Hall        9.30 am                  $10

6303 152 Street, Surrey                Teacher:  Maureen Lyon

Friday,  March  28  !                                      CEILIDH  DANCE

Scottish Cultural Centre  7 pm class          $10 adults

8886 Hudson Street  8 pm dance        $8 students

mailto:gerdab@shaw.ca
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letters to the editor

 Simon Scott's Dance Floor Concerns: a Response
I read with great interest Simon's personal thoughts about  topics such as 
counting the sets and clapping to the music (The White Cockade November - 
December  2013).
His article encourages us to reflect on current practices and counsels us to return
to traditional approaches. Respectfully, I must disagree with his conclusions and 
recommendations.

Concerning the counting of sets I wish to make these points:
Simon argues that  a message delivered from behind the line is less intrusive than 
a message delivered by  a couple moving down the middle.  This may  be true but 
both have potential to interrupt conversation. (Consider a man talking to the man 
next to him.) 
With either method the interruption is momentary  and is almost always received 
positively  because of  the important information it provides.   People appreciate 
the notification as a signal to close conversation and to focus on readiness to 
dance. 
In short, I  contend that Simon's sense of  intrusiveness inherent in the down the 
middle approach is not shared by most. 

For me, a more important point lies in how the 'behind the line' and 'down the 
middle' approaches symbolize very  different views of  gender roles and the 
relative importance of  each gender.  Think of  the traditional 'behind the line' 
method, with men in charge: the leading man (usually  a male) assigns numbers.  
He notifies just the man, who in turn notifies his  lady.   The message goes man to 
man to lady. 

Contrast  this with the lead couple, hand in hand, sharing the duty  as they  move 
down the line. (Perhaps even with the woman on the men's side of  the line.) 
Women and men get the message at the same time.  As partners in the exercise 
the couple represents an equality  of  function and of  importance.  These are 
qualities worth highlighting,  especially  when we consider how when dancing 
begins, it's usually 'men in charge'. 

A broader point about gender symbolism needs to be made:  By  illustrating 
equality  when counting sets we mirror today's beliefs about gender.   That's 
important!   Also, by  doing so we can help make Scottish Country  Dancing more 
appealing to young people.

Scottish Country  Dancing stands out because of  its social component.  Think of 
the superior social benefit  of  a 'message from the middle' instead of  a 'message 
behind the line' technique.  It's difficult to make eye contact from behind a person, 
wouldn't you say? 
As the lead couple moves down the line, they  acknowledge with gesture and eye 
contact  the couples they  meet.  It's a kind of  'welcome to our line of  sets' process 
with its own winsome social interactions.

My comments concerning clapping to the music flow from the emphasis on the 
social dimension of Scottish Country Dancing. 
Simon's article discourages clapping. It  states that doing so hinders listening to 
the music and makes us tempo makers instead of dancers. 

It  goes without saying that music is integral to our dancing.  Music feeds our soul 
and stimulates our emotions as we interact through dance. 
To discourage clapping, for the limited time of  a 'down the middle and up' 
formation for example,  is to hamper a natural body  response to invigorating 
music.   Are we to discourage also those times when we wish to give a whoop or 
a holler?  Who amongst us doesn't appreciate the vocal outbursts of  exuberance 
from Duncan or Simon?

The interaction between an orchestra and dancers is not  simply  that of  'supplier 
of  music' and 'responder to music'.  What happens when music begins to stir a 
person or a group is a magic melding of  orchestra and dancers into an organic 
whole.   Each feeds off  the other.  Our responses encourage the orchestra as 
much as their efforts thrill us as dancers.  And together we all become one with 
the music.  Let's not squelch the joy.                 Cec Race

My Opinion
I read with interest the article “On the Dance Floor” in the November - December 
2013 White Cockade. After talking to a number of  dancers, I  would like to 
respond with some of my thoughts.
Although many  dancers enjoy  the clapping, I must agree with Simon on this one. 
I find the clapping spoils  both the dance and the music, whether live or recorded. 
I also find the yahooing unsettling - sometimes to the point of  being startled and 
missing a beat when these unpredictable outbursts erupt. 
I do not find this elegant or graceful.
With regard to the bow and curtsey, I again agree 100% with Simon. I find it most 
annoying to watch my  partner clapping, thanking the other dancers or walking 
away as I am bowing on the final chord. 
That is just bad form.
However, I have a very  different opinion with regard to counting the sets. I  do not 
believe it  is intrusive for the first man and his partner to count the sets down the 
centre.  I find it  very  much part of  the social atmosphere. The majority  of  the time 
they  are interacting with everyone in the sets – acknowledging and greeting the 
dancers as they  count the sets.  More times than not, when counted from behind 
the men’s line, there is confusion and the sets have to be recounted.  This past 
Sunday, at the Ball, I  witnessed this almost every  time the sets were counted 
behind the men’s line.
Just my opinion. See you on the dance floor.           Kerry McDevitt

St Andrews ball

The St. Andrew’s Ball 2013 was held in the Hellenic Community  Centre,   
Vancouver, with the Vancouver Fiddle Orchestra, Joe MacDonald, Rob Stuart, 
the Vancouver Branch Demonstration Team and 136 happy  people. It was a 
great success and kudos are to be given to Phil Beaty, Jeanette Langmann and 
all the other committee members who worked hard to resurrect this Ball.   After a 
year where there was no Ball it was nice to see many  familiar faces returning but 
better still to see many  more new and younger folk enjoying a tasty  meal, some 
fun,  though at times challenging, dancing, good scotch and other liquid 
refreshment, song, music and much laughter.   The VFO were bigger than ever 
which gave their sound man, Jim Buckshon, a few headaches but he got them all 
to sound just super.
It  is great that the St. Andrew’s Ball is back on the calendar, just unfortunate that 
it conflicted with Delta’s Dance.   Hopefully  that  can be avoided in future years as 
quite a few would have liked to attend both functions.                 Duncan MacKenzie



Lady Aberdeen Tea Dance
The annual Lady  Aberdeen Tea Dance on Remembrance Day  was a success 
from every  angle.  As usual, the "tea" was the equivalent of  a complete meal, and 
the friendly  and welcoming atmosphere ensured that the 190 dancers (including 
some new ones) had a great afternoon. In addition, $2,600 was raised for the 
charities selected this year.

Mrs Ella Bingham organized Scottish Country  Dancing in Vancouver in the late 
30's by  founding The Lady  Aberdeen Scottish Country  Dance Club.  She named it 
in honour of  the founder of  the Victorian Order of  Nurses and the first president of 
the Canadian National Council of  Women. Beginning after WWII, the Club held 
the Dance every  November 11. The tradition continued until 2010, when the reins 
were handed over to the Vancouver Branch and its affiliated clubs,  which vie 
each year for the privilege of sponsoring the Dance .
This  year the Dance was hosted by  the Vancouver Branch Demonstration Team, 
at the Cultural Centre decorated with the crests and histories of  all the Canadian 
Regiments. Following long established tradition, the Reel of  the 51st Division, 
devised in a WWII  POW camp was on the programme. As a bonus, the 
Demonstration Team performed the Kandahar Reel, which was devised in 2009 
by  two serving army  officers of  The Black Watch while on active service in the 
Kandahar Region of  Afghanistan, as a tribute to their fallen comrades. The 
'hands across' symbolises the blades of  single and twin rotor helicopters, with the 
figures performed at one and a half  times the normal speed as soldiers are 
constantly asked to give 150%. 
As has been the custom from the beginning,  the proceeds of  the dance are 
donated to charity, this year divided between the Poppy  Fund, which supports, 
among other projects, the Veterans in Transition Program at the University  of 
British Columbia, and the BC Cancer Foundation.

Phil Holton
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dancing news The traditional Lady  Aberdeen Tea Dance was held on Remembrance Day, 
Monday, November 11, 2013 at 1:30 pm in the Scottish Cultural Centre with 
nearly  200 in attendance.  The Demonstration Team would like to thank everyone 
for coming and special thanks to those who donated some food.  
The dance was a big success, the hall looked lovely  with interesting decorations, 
the programme of  dances just right, the food was amazing and the atmosphere 
was friendly  and warm. Thanks to the Demonstration Team for a wonderful job of 
hosting the event.   

I mentioned the decorations in the hall and a number of  people, including myself, 
commented on them but said they  were sorry  they  could not get round to read all 
the information.  Alison Moen came up with the idea and did all the research, put 
it together,  arranged the printing and then, with a group of  helpers, made the final 
adjustments,  arranged it all and hung everything up.   She has kindly  sent me the 
information which is some 112 pages long!!
Now, when I see it, I realize what a lot of  work she did.  It is amazing. Did you 
know she even arranged the regiments from coast to coast along the walls? 
Alison commented “The information was gathered off  websites etc.  It is only  the 
basics of  the wealth of  historical and current information available.  I included 
only  the older ‘regiments’ – there are many other corps and units, plus naval 
ships and Air Force squadrons – and Engagement or Battle Honour information 
up to World War II.  There is much more about each regiment’s more recent 
activities in Korea, Afghanistan, Bosnia, and many peace-keeping duties.”

Duncan MacKenzie
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Ladies’ Step Dancing
A very  successful afternoon workshop was attended by  enthusiastic dancers on 
November 2, 2013 at the Vancouver Scottish Cultural Centre.
Mary Murray  introduced new and returning dancers to the joys of  Ladies Step 
accompanied by Janet Wright on guitar and Alma MacDonald on fiddle.

We learned the intricacies of  The Rose of  Benbecula and the very  lively  Come 
Ashore Jolly  Tar.   We had an energetic afternoon with new steps, terrific live 
music and much encouragement from Mary. 
This  workshop sold out early  and evaluations at the end of  the day  confirmed 
how much interest there is among active dancers for a Step Dance option.
Therefore, another afternoon workshop is planned for February  8, 2014 at the 
Cultural Centre with Mary  Murray  teaching and live music by  Janet Wright and 
Alma MacDonald.  Once again this will cover basics as well as some new 
material and so open to all dancers looking for fun, exercise and the challenge of 
precise foot work.                                     Kay Sutherland 
             photos Barbara Campbell

On Saturday  November 30 we had another successful day  with all age groups 
participating from little ones - to parents - to grandparents.  Santa and Mrs Claus 
(Richard and Gill Beattie) made their appearance, piped in by  Dal McCrindle, 
much to the delight of  everyone and Moyra Heyerdalh had us all sing "the Hokey 
Pokey" with great enthusiasm!

Children's and Family Christmas Party 

Many  thanks to Helen & Al Hughes, Margaret Duff, Francis O'Farrell, Marion 
Dutcher, Mary  Wright, Roz Kerr,  Vilia Sadler,  Colette Hamner (briefing dances), 
Jenny  and Miki Hood, Lynn & Erin Bernard, Elspeth Rennie and our music 
makers Fran Caruth and Drum Cavers. As usual we received great support from 
the various merchants on the North Shore. The Delbrook Dancers are celebrating 
their 25th year of dancing on the North Shore.                                   Maureen Hood

photos Lisa Birrell

Delta Borderers’ Dance

 photo Kerry McDevitt

Vancouver Fiddle Orchestra Concert
From the stirring pipe music by  Kim Reid to lead the performers in, to the final 
Auld Lang Syne, the Vancouver Fiddle Orchestra concert on November 16th 
provided a variety of musical and visual treats to its 200-strong audience. 

The orchestra played some wistful tunes and a number of  lively  tunes, (we could 
hear those toes tapping!) and the De Danaan Irish Dancers certainly  made the 
floor vibrate with their very  skillful legwork. Peggy  Donnelly’s Skye Boat Song 
and Gartan Mother’s Lullaby  were exquisite, and the branch demonstration team 
displayed some great examples of director Rebecca Blackhall-Peters’ 
choreography.  And Duncan’s Ceilidh dances were very  popular – there was 
barely  room to breathe on the dance floor, let alone move around at  the speed 
required!  But no one sat down! They  were enjoying themselves too much!  The 
VFO and Highlands United Church were very  pleased with the funds raised, but 
more particularly,  with the audience’s warm reception.  Thank you to all who 
participated,  and to all who came out to enjoy  this event! We look forward to 
seeing you again next year.         Cathrine Conings

                  photo Kerry McDevitt
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50th Annual Gleneagles Grand Ball
Gleneagles Club wishes to thank all dances from our club and guests from the 
Pacific Northwest and beyond who joined us for our gala anniversary event in 
the Hotel Vancouver.  You all contributed to this very successful 50th Annual 
Ball celebration. We were delighted that a number of previous Gleneagles 
members gathered with us on our special day. 
The social gathering began with a beautiful lunch. We were joined this year by 
members of the Vancouver Fiddle Orchestra who were playing their great dance 
music for us for the 21st time. Following the Grand March three letters of 
greetings were read from the Lieutenant Governor on behalf of Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II, the Mayor of West Vancouver and from the Chairman of the 
RSCDS in Edinburgh.  The ballroom was full of dancers all evening, including 
the young dancers whom we look forward to seeing each year. The program 
included a number of dances related to previous annual balls, plus three 
especially for this occasion. The dance finished with a thrilling finale when 
champion piper Sandy Marshall marched up the ballroom floor to play with the 
Fiddle Orchestra for the last dance, Reel of the Royal Scots. The evening 
concluded, as usual, with the always well anticipated delicious desserts.
Thank you to all who took part in preparing the grand occasion and to all of you 
who came to share and enjoy the celebration with us.             Simon Scott

photos Kerry McDevitt

Above:   30” x 20” poster displayed at Hotel Vancouver
photo - Kerry McDevitt      compose & print - Drum Cavers 

From the Stave Falls Scottish Dancers
Our experience of coming to the Gleneagles Ball year after year has been 
fantastic! We look forward to coming all year and when the time comes it is 
always exciting.
We appreciate being invited and we truly do enjoy the entire experience. It’s 
great to have the opportunity to dress up before Christmas and to connect with 
other people who enjoy the same hobby as we do. 
The atmosphere is wonderful and the friendly faces make it all the better! We 
enjoy how welcoming the other dancers are to us and we love dancing and 
interacting with them. 
The 50th Gleneagles Grand Ball was an amazing event to take part in.  It means 
a lot, not only to our dance school, but to each of the dancers who attend. 
Every year we are really impressed with our experience and we all love how 
well the night runs! 
We are very pleased to have participated in so many of the Gleneagles Balls and 
would like to thank the Gleneagles Scottish Country Dance Club for our annual 
invitation. 
We truly are honoured to have taken part in such a wonderful event.

Karen Boag  Megan Hansen  Emilie Kvist 
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10 Jan Vancouver Ceilidh Dance 29 Mar Vanisle Workshop & Dance

13 Jan
Vancouver
Branch Classes resume 5 Apr Glenayre Dance 

15 Jan
Vancouver Branch 
Programme classes resume 12 Apr Deep Cove Spring Social

25 Jan
Tam O’Shanter Dancers 
Burns Night 12 Apr

Children’s Workshop 
& Tea Dance Vancouver Branch

1 Feb
Vancouver Branch 
Burns Supper 12 Apr Bellingham Social 

7 Feb Vancouver Ceilidh Dance 14 Apr
Vancouver Branch Party 
& Ceilidh Night 

8 Feb Ladies Step Dancing 25 Apr Vancouver Ceilidh Dance

8 Feb Bellingham Monthly Dance TBA Apr Gleneagles Spring Dance 

15 Feb
Love To Dance Scottish 
Workshop & Tea Dance 3 May

White Rock 60th Anniversary 
May Dance 

28 Feb Vancouver Ceilidh Dance 10 May Bellingham Social 

8 Mar Burnaby Dance 25 May
Fort Langley 
Whisky Tea Dance 

8 Mar Bellingham Social 28 May
Last Programme Class 
of session

30 Mar White Rock Spring Workshop mid-June Dancing in the Park - starts

16 Mar Vancouver CelticFest Parade 21 Jun BC Highland Games USCS

22 Mar
Vancouver Branch
Heather Ball 28 Jun Puget Sound

28 Mar Vancouver Ceilidh Dance 1 Jul Canada Day Parade

Dance Devising Competition for Book 49
Congratulations and many thanks to the twelve creative dancers who 
submitted an entry to this competition which closed on December 10th.  Now 
begins the task of choosing just one of these dances to send to Edinburgh as 
the Vancouver Branch’s submission for the new Book 49 to be published in 
2015. Five strathspeys, four jigs and three reels have been submitted. Each 
dance will be danced by a group of dancers drawn from our dance 
community and evaluated for characteristics such as the clarity of the 
instructions, the ease of dancing, the flow of the dance, the use of interesting 
formations and overall appeal. The devisors' names will be sealed before the 
evaluation during which each devisor will be known only as a number. By 
the end of the first week in January a recommendation will be made to the 
Board so that the winner can be announced and the winning dance submitted 
to Edinburgh in time for the January 10th, 2014 deadline. 

Fran Caruth

Love to 
DANCE SCOTTISH

Plan for the Day
8:30 Registration

Coffee and Muffins Served

9:00 All Warm Up Together

9:15 - 10:45 First Class 

Juice Break

11:15 - 12:30 Second Class
 

Lunch 
Bring your own sandwich

We’ll provide tea and coffee.

2:00 to 4:30 Tea Dance

with 

THE TARTAN PLAYERS

4:30 to 5:30 Afternoon Tea

Luckenbooth Design by Eileen MacKenzie

For more information
rscdsvancouver.org
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ZOOMER SHOW 2014 - RSCDS BOOTH
at the Convention Centre

Our Zoomer booth needs you on Feb. 22 or 23rd,  to talk to 
visitors  and give out brochures! It is  an exciting event with 
many  activities and products geared to the 55+ crowd.  Good 
music too,  all day  long!  The branch dem team will also 
perform there (time TBA).  If  you could spare an hour either 
day  (between 11 and 5 Saturday  Feb. 22, or Sunday  Feb. 
23), your presence would assist in our promoting of  Scottish 
Country  dancing to all those wannabee dancers out there! 
Email ccmusic@telus.net with your preferred time slot if  you 
can help out.                                                   Cathrine Conings

mailto:ccmusic@telus.net
http://rscdsvancouver.org
http://rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:ccmusic@telus.net

