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fae the chair
What a glorious summer.   As usual, our local clubs have led some brilliant evenings in 
Stanley  Park.  Thank you to all the host teachers and to everyone who supported us at the 
BC Highland Games and Canada Day  Parade.   Many  of  our dancers travelled afar to 
attend socials  and workshops, meeting old and new friends.   Again our local instructors 
have been in demand internationally.  We are so fortunate to have such a high calibre of 
teachers to guide our steps.  
As we start  a new dance season the Board welcomes our valued existing members and 
all new members.  We urge you to attend the Annual General Meeting on September 20th.  
After a few years of  scheduling this to coincide with our first Ceilidh Night, we have 
reverted to the old format.   Come along and share your ideas.  Not all clubs require or 
promote RSCDS membership but ALL dancers benefit from the Society.  Please 
encourage your non-member dancing friends to join and support the Branch.  New from 
the Society  this season, we have the dances in Book 47.  Vancouver Branch offered this 
book plus the accompanying music free to all active local teachers. We have an 
automated external defibrillator (AED) which is available for loan to your club’s dance 
events,  new sound equipment for Dancing In The Park, a new flat screen TV to aid our 
publicity  and we have increased security  at the Scottish Cultural Centre to hold on to this 
one!  In addition, we support a Demonstration Team, subsidize live music for Dancing in 
the Park,  bring in top notch musicians, co-ordinate and promote dance events and train 
new teachers  We welcome five new teachers to our local clubs plus two on the Island.  
This  season we offer a reduced membership fee for those receiving only  an electronic 
version of  the White Cockade.  Our thanks go to Eleanor and Stuart for their work on this.  
Please see Patsy’s notice about our new fee structure.      
Gerry  has been busy  pulling together a Calendar of  Events for 2013-14 and you should 
note and plan to attend the 50th Annual Gleneagles Ball in December, the Heather Ball in 
March, White Rock’s 60th celebrations in May  and TAC Summer School which returns to 
the west in Greeley, Colorado in 2014.  
May  15th 2014 will mark 50 years since RSCDS Vancouver Branch was formed.  Jean 
Wagstaff  is heading the 50th anniversary  planning team and will welcome your ideas.  We 
anticipate a special Heather Ball in 2015 as part of our celebrations. 

Jennifer Shearman

Branch Annual General Meeting
The Annual General Meeting of  the RSCDS Vancouver Branch will be held at 8:00 pm on 
Friday, September 20th 2013 at the Scottish Cultural Centre, 8886 Hudson St, Vancouver.  
This  is your opportunity  to provide input to, and feedback on, the activities of  the Board, to 
vote on the election of  Directors and Officers to the Board and to read the reports of  last 
season’s activities.  
Returning to the Board for the second year of  their two year term are : Chair - Jennifer 
Shearman;  Vice-chair - Gerry  Stensgaard; Treasurer - Stewart Cunningham; Recording 
Secretary  - Drummond Cavers; Member at  Large - Sue Sochasky.  The Nominating 
Committee of  Phil Holton and Isobel James propose the following slate of  additional 
Directors  and Officers for a new two year term for 2013-2015: Corresponding Secretary  - 
Vicki Downey: Membership Secretary  - Patsy  Jamieson; Members at Large - Cathrine 
Conings, Heather Hankin, Mary Ann McDevitt, Francis O’Farrell and  Simon Scott.  
Any  two members of  the Branch may  nominate a candidate for any  Board position.  
Nominations may  be mailed to the Corresponding Secretary  at the Scottish Cultural 
Centre or presented at the AGM.  The written consent of  any  nominee is required if  he or 
she is not present at the AGM. 
A complete package comprising the minutes of  last year’s AGM, the financial statement for 
2012-2013, nominations and reports will be posted to the Branch website by  September 
13th, 2013.  A hard copy  of  this package will be available upon request from the 
Corresponding Secretary prior to the AGM.

Jennifer Shearman

DENYS LLOYD    26 October 1920 – 23 July 2013
! The second chairman of our Branch and one time treasurer, Denys was a 

very active dancer during the first four plus decades of the Branch. Denys’ 
dancing was always elegant, stately and notably precise. This style was 
matched by his always graceful and gentlemanly manner.  He danced on the 
Branch’s first Demonstration Team and for many years beyond and was 
regularly in attendance at classes, parties, workshops and balls in Vancouver.
 Denys grew up on Quadra Island and later gained a Masters Degree in 
Science. After service in the army at the end of the war, he worked for forty 
years at the BC Research Council at UBC. He was a keen climber and 
member of the Alpine Club of Canada and had traveled to Japan, South Africa 
and Britain.  
 Denys had a keen passion for gardening and plants and in 1961 he 
commissioned Arthur Erickson to design a delightful, small house in Point 
Grey that is still surrounded by Denys’ superb garden, which he tended 
meticulously during his life.
 Denys will be fondly remembered for sharing both his knowledge and his 
radiantly warm smile with all.     

Simon Scott 
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RSCDS Vancouver Branch Board of Directors 2012-2013
A new Board of Directors was elected at the Annual General Meeting held September 28, 2012

OFFICERS  

Chair     Jennifer Shearman  chair@rscdsvancouver.org           604.739.3096

Vice-Chair    Gerry Stensgaard vicechair@rscdsvancouver.org         604.451.1161

Corresponding Secretary Vicki Downey   secretary@rscdsvancouver.org         604.298.9695

Recording Secretary  Drum Cavers                recordingsecretary@rscdsvancouver.org   604.435.2217

Treasurer    Stewart Cunningham  treasurer@rscdsvancouver.org     604.261.0162

Membership Secretary  Patsy Jamieson   membership@rscdsvancouver.org     604.929.4884

OTHER DIRECTORS showing specific responsibilities

BC Highland Games Rep  Simon Scott             highlandgames@rscdsvancouver.org     604.925.9333

Past Chair    Paul Lowe   pastchair@rscdsvancouver.org     604.536.7660

Publicity     Cathrine Conings  publicity@rscdsvancouver.org     604.299.6447

Safety Coordinator  Sue Sochasky  safety@rscdsvancouver.org      604.937.7967

BOARD APPOINTMENTS

Archivist     Rosemary Coupe archives@rscdsvancouver.org     604.298.6552

Betwixt & Between Co-ord Frances Caruth   dance@rscdsvancouver.org      604.922.6842                                            

Burns Supper Coordinator Peter Richards   burns@rscdsvancouver.org      604.929.2745

Children's Program Liaison Pat Cavers   children@rscdsvancouver.org     604.435.2217 

Dancing Coordinator  Frances Caruth   dance@rscdsvancouver.org      604.922.6842

Dancing in the Park   Frances Caruth   dance@rscdsvancouver.org      604.922.6842

Dem Team Director  R. Blackhall-Peters   demteam@rscdsvancouver.org     604.530.0500

Events Coordinator  Pat Hollingdale  events@rscdsvancouver.org      604.435 0035 

Heather Ball Chair   Simon Scott  heatherball@rscdsvancouver.org     604.925.9333

Love to Dance Workshop Frances Caruth   dance@rscdsvancouver.org      604.922.6842

Newsletter Editor   Eleanor Pedersen  editor@rscdsvancouver.org      604.538.4095

RSCDS Director USAC Ltd Stewart Cunningham uscs@rscdsvancouver.org      604.261.0162 

Web Site Manager   Stuart Somerville  web@rscdsvancouver.org      778.279.7769

OTHER CONTACTS

Ceilidh Director    Duncan MacKenzie  ceilidh@rscdsvancouver.org      604.536.9481 

North Shore Children   Maureen Hood           northshorechildren@rscdsvancouver.org   604.922.4406 

TAC Representative  Jean Wagstaff   tac@rscdsvancouver.org      604.464.8103
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DANCING DATES

Friday,  September 27                                    CEILIDH  DANCE

Scottish Cultural Centre  7 pm class          $10 adults

8886 Hudson Street  8 pm dance        $8 students

Saturday, October 19                GLENEAGLES FALL DANCE

Christ the Redeemer Church  7.30 pm       $10
595 Keith Road, just east of Taylor Way, West Vancouver

......................................... .........................................The Sailor R Book 24
.................................. .........................................Dancing Bees J Goldring

..................................... ...........................................Silver Tassie S Drewry
................ ............................................Bees of Maggieknockater J Drewry

................................. .........................................Maxwell’s Rant R Book 18
....................... .........................................Gang the Same Gate S Book 36

.................................... ..........................................Pelorus Jack J Book 41
................................ .........................................Catch the Wind R Book 45

................................... ..............................................Silver Strings S Scott
.................................. ..........................................Vintage Simon J Book 47

....................................... ..............................................Irish Rover R Cosh
.............................. ............................................Eyrie in the Glen J Drewry

....................................... .................................................Gleneagles S Will
.......................... ..........................................Best Set in the Hall J Book 46

................................. ...........................................White Cockade R Book 5
......................... .........................................Minister on the Loch S Goldring

........... .........................................Miss Johnstone of Ardrossan R Goldring
......................... .........................................Compleat Gardener J Paterson

Sunday, October 20!         WHITE ROCK FALL WORKSHOP
Sullivan Hall     9.30 am        $10

6306 152 Street, Surrey              Teacher:  Maureen Lyon

Advanced Class from 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Intermediate & Beginner Class will be instructed from 1:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Advanced dancers are encouraged to stay for the afternoon session  to 
assist beginners. 

Bring your own lunch and join us during the break
 from 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Tea and coffee as well as juice will be provided.  
To register contact -

Laurie Lang 604-944-6678  ljreel@telus.net 
or Gerda Barwieck 604-531-4595  gerdab@shaw.ca

Gerda Barwieck

Wednesday, August 28      FALL FROLIC WALK-THROUGH

Scottish Cultural Centre  7.30 pm           $5
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Saturday, October 26                                 BELLINGHAM  BALL
Please note: There will not be a workshop in Bellingham this year. 

Join us for a great evening and dance to the fabulous music of
Calum MacKinnon, Ryan McKasson, Andy Imbrie and Ginny Snowe.  

The ball again will be held at the fabulous Majestic Ballroom. 
 Call Mary Anderson at 360 933 1779 

or email andersonmary41@comcast.net         
Jon Roney

Friday,  October 25                                        CEILIDH  DANCE

Scottish Cultural Centre  7 pm class          $10 adults

8886 Hudson Street  8 pm dance        $8 students

Saturday, November 30           DELTA BORDERERS’ DANCE
KinVillage Community Centre                                           Advance Notice
5430 - 10th Avenue  Tsawwassen
We are pleased to announce that Donald Bartlett, a well  known pianist 
from the Toronto, Ontario area will  be our musician for the evening and 
we hope you will be able to join us and dance to a night of great music.  

Details of the programme and tickets will be available 
from Mairi Maxwell (604) 946-2448 or Ruth Jappy (604) 594-6807 

when the dance season begins in September.
Ruth Jappy

............................... ...........................The Duke of Atholl’s Reel J Book 16
................................... ............................MacDonald of the Isles S Haynes

........................... ...........................The Royal Deeside Railway  R Book 40
................................................... ................................Hooper’s Jig J MMM

........................................ ................................The Dream Catcher S Book
.......................................... ...........................The Falls of Rogie R Attwood

................................... ............................Nellie MacKenzie’s Jig J Bennett
................................................... .............................Delvine Side S Book 2

................................. ...........................The Montgomeries Rant R Book 10
The Reel of the 51st .......................... ........................... Division R Book 13

.............................................. ...........................Neidpath Castle S Book 22
......................................... ...........................The Kissing Bridge R Book 47

................................................... ........................A Capital Jig R 5 for 2009
................................ ..............Jean Martin of Aberdeen S RSCDS Leaflets

.............................................. ...............................Mairi’s Wedding R Cosh

Monday, November 11           LADY ABERDEEN TEA DANCE

Scottish Cultural Centre          1.30 pm                 $10
The Demonstration Team is pleased to host this year’s tea dance.  We 
would appreciate a small item to add to the food table. In keeping with 
tradition, profits from this event will be donated to local charities. 
            Rebecca Blackhall-Peters

mailto:andersonmary41@comcast.net
mailto:ljreel@telus.net
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classes

The Programme Class continues on Wednesday Evenings 
at the Scottish Cultural Centre

Learn the dances for upcoming socials; suitable for all dancers who are 
familiar with the steps and basic formations of Scottish Country Dancing

Wednesday Evenings 7:30 to 9:30  Drop in Fee: $6.00
Teaching: Different teachers are scheduled to share the fun

Classes start September 18. 2013

North Vancouver Children’s Classes

    Mickey MacDougal Recreation Centre 
123 East 23rd Street, North Vancouver (off Lonsdale Ave)

Classes on Saturday mornings    Start date is 21 September 2013

BEGINNERS   (7 yrs & up)   9 - l0 am 
Instructor  Pat Johnson  $66.00 H.S.

INTERMEDIATE   (9 yrs & up)   l0 - 11 am 
Instructor Maureen Hood $66.00 H.S.

ADVANCED   (l2 yrs & up)   11 am - 12.30 pm
 Instructor Colette Hamner $76.00 H.S.

 604-922-4406  delbrookdancers@yahoo.ca

Scottish Country Dancing for Children
Ages 6 – 10         5:30 – 6:30 pm          Cost: TBA

 Start date is Wednesday, 11 September 2013
The class will run from September to end of April
Laurie Lang     604-944-6678      ljreel@telus.net

Sullivan Hall at 64th Avenue & 152nd Street, Surrey, BC

Monday Nights 7:30 to 9:30 at the Scottish Cultural Centre
EVERYONE IS WELCOME
There will be two class levels

Beginner/Intermediate and Higher Intermediate/Experienced
Classes start September 16, 2013

Fall Term: September 16 to December 2 
(Thanksgiving October 14 – no class)

(Lady Aberdeen Tea Dance November 11 – no class)

Christmas Ceilidh: December 9, 2013
Winter Term: January 13 to April 7, 2014

Spring Ceilidh: April 14, 2014
Fees:  $60 each term  $6.00 Drop-in

All dancers require RSCDS membership (See page 8 for fees)
Teachers: Katherine Shearman (Level I); Mary Murray (Level II)
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Sunday. December 8                    GLENEAGLES GRAND BALL

Fairmont Hotel Vancouver               1:30 pm                           Tickets $110

.......................... ...........................Sandy Butterly  J Brandon by 1st teacher

............................... ...............................Button Boy  R Zobel

............................... ..................................Gleneagles S Will for 25th Ball

......................... .............................White Cockade R Book 5
........... ...........................Links with St Petersburg J Book 46

........................ ...........................Neidpath Castle S Book 22
....................... .............................Eyrie in the Glen J Drewry  for 40th Ball

................ ................................Gleneagles Treasure S Scott for May Loudon

......................... ................................Polharrow Burn R Foss
................. .............................Gleneagles Dominie J Drewry  for Simon Scott

................... ...........................Best Set in the Hall J Book 46
............................ ................................Silver Strings S Scott for VFO 21st Ball

.............. ...........................Deil Amang the Tailors R Book 14
................. ...........................Montgomeries’ Rant R Book 10

......................... ...........................Castle Douglas S Goldring
.............. ............................Blooms of Bon Accord R Drewry

....................... ................................Gleneagles Gold S Scott for 50th Ball

............................ ...........................Falls of Rogie R Attwood
............ ..........................Reel of the Royal Scots R Goldring

Gleneagles Scottish Country Dance Club

invites you to celebrate with us at our

50th Annual Gleneagles Grand Ball

Sunday 8 December 2013 

Fairmont Hotel Vancouver 

with the 

Vancouver Fiddle Orchestra 

Delight in a programme of fun dances

 many relating to our club’s history

Crib notes and further information can be found at 

www.rscdsvancouver.org

A maximum of 160 tickets will be available 

from 15 September at $110 

For tickets contact

Norman and Susan Haug  

 604-984-7458  or  normhaug@shaw.ca

Programme for the Ball

mailto:normhaug@shaw.ca
mailto:delbrookdancers@yahoo.ca
mailto:delbrookdancers@yahoo.ca
mailto:ljreel@telus.net
mailto:ljreel@telus.net
mailto:normhaug@shaw.ca
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NEW LOCATION FOR BURNABY SCD CLUB

After a quarter-century at  the Edmonds Community Centre, the 
Burnaby Club is moving!  Our new home will be the Scandinavian 
Community Centre, 6540 Thomas Street, Burnaby. This spacious 
and airy building has an excellent  wooden floor. It is handy for 
almost everyone, right  in the centre of Burnaby and just  north of the 
Kensington / Highway 1 interchange. Parking is right outside the 
door.             Rosemary Coupe

NOTICES

VANCOUVER BRANCH MEMBERSHIP FEES

 2013 – 2014

Membership in the Vancouver Branch of the RSCDS will remain the 
same for the dancing year 2013/14 if you choose to continue to 
receive a printed White Cockade newsletter.  If you elect  to receive the 
White Cockade electronically there will be a $10 reduction in fees.

The fees for this coming year are as listed below.

Full Year Single Membership with printed newsletter  $50

Full Year Single Membership with electronic newsletter  $40

Full Year Joint Membership* with printed newsletter  $85

Full Year Joint Membership* with electronic newsletter  $75

Half Year** Single Membership with printed newsletter  $25

Half Year** Single Membership with electronic newsletter $20

Half Year** Joint Membership* with printed newsletter  $50

Half Year** Joint Membership* with electronic newsletter $45

*  The Joint Membership Fee is available when there are two members 
at the same address. 

    Only one printed newsletter will go to that address.

**  A Half Year Membership is available only to new members joining 
after 1st January.

Patsy Jamieson

KANDAHAR REEL WORLD RECORD
RSCDS headquarters has decided that the St Andrew's Day event featuring 
the Kandahar Reel for an attempt at the Guinness Book of World Records is 
impractical. 
RSCDS Vancouver Branch will NOT hold an event on November 30th, 
2013.  Headquarters encourages all branches to host an event on St Andrew's 
Day to raise funds for an armed forces benevolent fund. 
RSCDS Vancouver Branch will follow the spirit of this initiative through 
our annual Lady Aberdeen Dance.  We will communicate our intent to HQ 
and we will encourage our hosts for 2013, our Demonstration Team, to select 
charities in keeping with the HQ initiative.

Jennifer Shearman
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Inverglen Scottish Dancers

Ages 3 years & up.

Mondays – Wednesdays in Vancouver

Thursdays & Saturdays in Abbotsford.

Weekdays 3:30 – 9:00 p.m.   Saturdays 9:30 – 11:30 a.m.

Phone Sandra Crosby 604.605.0890

www.inverglenscottishdancers.com

Aloha Winter Workshop 2014 
  Honolulu, Hawaii   ~   February 14-16, 2014 

Guest Instructor: Jack Raines 
 Humuhumunukunukuapua’a and Strathspey Society Band 

 www.rscdsHawaii.org

RSCDS SASKATCHEWAN BRANCH

33rd Annual Workshop, Banquet & Ball

4 - 6 October 2013

Hosted by Saskatoon Club

Teachers: Gordon Robinson and  Elaine Brunken

Music: Ron Krug and Ken Nattrass

Registration deadline 20 September 2013

info: www.rscdssask.org

http://www.rscdssask.org
http://www.inverglenscottishdancers.com
http://www.inverglenscottishdancers.com
http://www.rscdsHawaii.org
http://www.rscdsHawaii.org
http://www.rscdssask.org


GROUP LEVEL TEACHER LOCATION ADDRESS CITY DAY TIME START FEE INFO

Vancouver Branch Beg-Int Katherine Shearman Scottish Cultural Centre 8886 Hudson Street Vancouver Mon 7:30 p.m. Sept. 16 $60 H.S. 604-922-6842 

Vancouver Branch 
Higher Int 

Exp 
Mary Murray Scottish Cultural Centre 8886 Hudson Street Vancouver Mon 7:30 p.m. Sept. 16 $60 H.S. 604-922-6842 

Vancouver Branch Programme Various Teachers Scottish Cultural Centre 8886 Hudson Street Vancouver Wed 7:30 p.m. Sept. 18 $6 drop-in 604-922-6842 

Burnaby  Beg Rosemary Coupe Scandinavian Community Centre 6540 Thomas Street Burnaby Mon 7:00 p.m. Sept. 9 $110 F.S. 604-298-6552 

Burnaby Exp Rosemary Coupe Scandinavian Community Centre 6540 Thomas Street Burnaby Mon 7:30 p.m. Sept. 9 $110 F.S. 604-298-6552 

Glenayre Beg
Jean Wagstaff &

Fran Hillier Burquest Jewish Comm. Ctr. 2860 Dewdney Trunk  Coquitlam Tues 7:00 p.m. Sept. 17 $60 F.S. 604-464-8103 

Glenayre Gen 
Jean Wagstaff &

Fran Hillier Burquest Jewish Comm. Ctr. 2860 Dewdney Trunk  Coquitlam Tues 7:30 p.m. Sept. 17 $60 F.S.  604-464-8103 

The annual RSCDS Branch membership fee is required for the following classes and is not included in the fees below. 

The new fee structure is on page 8.            F.S. = Full Session      H.S. = Half Session

GROUP LEVEL TEACHER LOCATION ADDRESS CITY DAY TIME START FEE INFO

Bellingham Gen Marion Heath Fairhaven Public Library 1117 12th Street Bellingham Wed 7:00 p.m. Sept. 4 $140 F.S. 360-933-1779 

Bellingham Adv Tech Mary Anderson Fairhaven Public Library 1117 12th Street Bellingham 
3rd Fri 
only 7:30 p.m. Oct. 18 $8 drop-in  360-933-1779 

Deep Cove Beg-Int Dorothy Hargreaves Maplewood School 420 Seymour River Place  North Vancouver Tues 7:00 p.m. Sept. 24 $65 H.S. 604-929-2866 

Deep Cove Exp Kay Sutherland Maplewood School 420 Seymour River Place  North Vancouver Mon 7.30 p.m. Sept. 23 $65 H.S. 604-929-2866 

Delta Borderers Gen Ruth Jappy Tomsett School 9671 Odlin Road Richmond Thurs 7:30 p.m. Sept. 19 T.B.A. 604-594-6807 

Fort Langley Beg Rebecca B-Peters 
Fort Langley 

Community Hall 9167 Glover Road Fort Langley Tues 7:30 p.m.  Sept. 10 $50 H.S. 604-576-6371 

Fort Langley Int-Adv Rebecca B-Peters 
Fort Langley 

Community Hall 9167 Glover Road Fort Langley Tues 8:15 p.m.  Sept. 10 $50 H.S. 604-576-6371 

Gleneagles Beg-Int Louise Murphy Hollyburn School 1329 Duchess West Vancouver Mon 7:30 p.m. Sept. 16 $130 F.S. 604-987-3792 

Gleneagles Gen Simon Scott Hollyburn School 1329 Duchess West Vancouver Wed 7:30 p.m. Sept. 11 $130 F.S. 604-925-9333 

Gleneagles Challenge Simon Scott Hollyburn School 1329 Duchess West Vancouver Tues 7:30 p.m. Sept. 17 $130 F.S. 604-925-9333 

Kerrisdale Seniors Gen Drew Simpson Kerrisdale Comm. Centre 5851 West Boulevard Vancouver Tues 1:30 p.m. Sept. 10 $25 H.S.  604-257-8109 

Richmond Reelers Social 
Cathie Kerr  

Joan Tweedie Minoru Cultural Centre 180-7700 Minoru Gate Richmond Tues 7:00 p.m. Sept. 10 T.B.A. 
604-277-3398
604-274-7904

Thursday Morning Social Laurie Lang Scottish Cultural Centre 8886 Hudson Street Vancouver Thurs 10:00 a.m. Sept. 12 $6 drop-in 604-944-6678

West End Beg-Int 
Duncan MacKenzie & 
Denise Cunningham 

West End Community Centre 870 Denman Street Vancouver Tues. 7:30 p.m. Sept. 10
$6 drop-in 
or $54 H.S. 604-536-9481

West Point Grey Int-Social Irene Vavasour W. Point Grey Comm. Centre 4397 West 2nd Avenue Vancouver Wed 8:00 p.m. TBA
$39 H.S. 

or  $4 drop-in 604-222-4980 

West Van Seniors Beg-Int Maureen Hood West Van. Seniors’ Centre 695 21st Street West Vancouver Tues 2:00 p.m. Sept. 24 $46.75 H.S. 604-922-4406 

West Van Seniors’ 
Centre Friday Class Int-Adv Louise Murphy West Van. Seniors’ Centre 695 21st Street West Vancouver Fri. 10:35 a.m. Sept 20 $51 00 H.S. 604-987-3792 

White Rock Beg Maureen Lyon Sullivan Hall 6306 152nd Street Surrey Wed 7:00 p.m. Sept. 4 $55 H.S. 604-536-1367 

White Rock  Int-Adv Maureen Lyon Sullivan Hall 6306 152nd Street Surrey Wed 8:30 p.m. Sept. 4 $55 H.S. 604-536-1367 

The annual RSCDS Branch membership fee is optional but recommended for the following classes.  It is not included in the fees below.

Vancouver Area Scottish Country Dance Classes for 2013-2014 
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The White Rock Club concluded the 2012 - 2013 season 
with the annual May  Dance on Saturday  May  4th. It was 
an enjoyable evening with great music provided by  the 
Tartan Players.  Approximately  78 dancers were eager to 
get on the floor.  The evening ended with a scrumptious 
late buffet.  Our members will now be busy  planning for 
our 60th anniversary  dance, which will be held Saturday 

May  3rd 2014. Marian Anderson from Scotland will provide the music for this 
special occasion.  More information will be forthcoming.               Gerda Barwieck
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DANCING NEWS
WHITE ROCK CLUB MAY DANCE

LET DANCING TAKE YOU AROUND THE WORLD
We’ve danced on the floor of  the Bay of  Fundy  in the Maritimes, we’ve sung 
Highland Cathedral in a 40 voice choir with the pipes at Mt Alison University, 

we’ve kissed the Blarney  Stone in 
Ireland, tasted specialty  brews in 
Portland and supped on the best food 
and wine that France has to offer! All 
this, because we love to go to 
interesting places to dance. Combining 
travelling adventures with dancing 
opportunities is great fun. RSCDS 
branches all around the world, offer 
workshops and dance weekends.  They 
are all taught in English and the 
programmes are usually  quite familiar 
because they’re based on RSCDS 

dancing and dances.  The music, often provided by  an imported Scottish band, is 
sure to be great. Visit www.rscdsvancouver.org/links2.html. There you will find 
many  wonderful opportunities for travel and dance, just  as we did.  These are 
unique opportunities – for dancers only.  Don’t miss out. 

text & photo Fran and Sandy Caruth

Dancing Petronella at the Bay of Fundy, NB

DELBROOK DANCERS
The young Delbrook Scottish Country  Dancers of  North Vancouver performed at 
the Sea to Sky  Regional Heritage Fair held at the Lynn Valley  Main Library  on  
May  10th. In the photo below, girls from the intermediate and advanced classes  
are dancing the Round Reel of Eight with teacher Maureen Hood on the right.

                    photo Lisa Birrell
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BC highland games

The RSCDS tent at the Highland Games was nicely  decorated with tartan and 
quite a number of  people stopped by.  It was a shame we couldn't  get a quiet 
generator, so were unable to have the DVD running to show visitors what our 
dancing looks and sounds like!   We were offered the use of  a very  large and very 
noisy  one so there's something to fix for next year.   Helen Hughes and Elspeth 
Rennie volunteered there for the whole day, bless their hearts, and there were 
others who gave their time as well, in setting up, taking down, and handing out 
information.  Thank you very much to all who helped.       Cathrine Conings

Massed SCD at the Highland Games                            

What a fun and very  enjoyable BC Highland Games was held on Saturday 22nd 
June in Percy  Perry  Stadium, Coquitlam.  The Committee headed by Jim & 
Glenna really  worked hard to put on a super show and IT WAS DRY!!!   Very 
difficult to gauge the size of  the crowd as the event is  on such large grounds with 
each section drawing its own audience and leaving the grandstand less than half 
full. I do think there were more than last year though.  Congratulations everyone 
on a job very well done.
If  you have any  comments or suggestions (or maybe want to volunteer for the 
2014 Games) please contact: Jim Bain, james.e.bain@gmail.com or Glenna 
Urbshadt, gurbshadt@shaw.ca                                     Duncan MacKenzie

Demonstration Team at the Highland Games                       photos Rosemary Coupe

It  was another grand performance by  our Scottish Country  Dancers. Once again 
our dancers performed “on the track” in front of  the grand stand, entertaining 
visitors  to the Highland Games.  Mary  Murray  provided yet another magical set of 
dancers and Katherine Shearman, helped by  Gill Beattie and Jean Wagstaff, got 
everyone organized. Well done everyone. Thanks for your part in making the 
games a great success.                               Fran Caruth

mailto:gurbshadt@shaw.ca
http://www.rscdsvancouver.org/links2.html
http://www.rscdsvancouver.org/links2.html
mailto:james.e.bain@gmail.com
mailto:james.e.bain@gmail.com
mailto:gurbshadt@shaw.ca
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canada day parade
It  was very  exciting to participate in the Canada Day  Parade for RSCDS.  The 
crowds were very  receptive, appeared to be enjoying our performance and we 
often had lots of  cheers.  The weather was great though a little hot when 
dancing,  especially  uphill, but we did get some 
shade on occasion.
We were 54th of  60 entries so were near the end of 
the Parade. The route was good, not too far, and 
took just over an hour starting at 7:30 pm. 
The people carrying the banners and the scotty  dog 
were at the front.  Behind them was Francis O’Farrell 
driving his truck which held our sound equipment.  
Our music was louder this year and was only 
drowned out occasionally  by  the group behind us 
from the Philippines.
We walked some of  the way  between doing our little 
dance.   The dance was a made-up one of  some 
basic  steps that could be done on the move.  We 
had 6 sets of  3 couples lined up in three lines of  2 
sets each.   Behind us were 3 flag bearers sometimes 
with two extra dancers walking beside them. 
The only  negative was that the unit behind us got 
very  close on numerous occasions, within a foot or 
so,  which made it  difficult  to dance properly  as we 
couldn't spread out to do some of  our dance steps. I noticed it as my group was 
at the end of  the dance line.  The parade marshals were trying to speed us up 
and not have us stopping to dance!  So we had to hurry  while we danced along 
the route.
My friend and I did not go for ice cream afterwards or to the Canada Place 
celebrations with the fireworks as our feet were very  sore.  Mine felt like they 
were on fire.  There were lots  of  people around and we couldn't find anywhere 
nearby  to sit down and rest.  We walked to Waterfront Station, took the train to 
Joyce Station to pick up our car and drove home with a stop for dinner.  Another 
year I will wear gel pads in my  shoes and would probably  take part in some more 
of the celebrations in town.  
The most positive point  was the good exposure for Scottish Country  Dancing, 
which a lot  of  people are not familiar with, and I would love to participate in the 
Parade again.

Sue Sochasky

Vancouver dancers at the Canada Day Parade                               photos Stuart Somerville

Seoris Harrison 
with Patsy Jamieson

and her dog Robbie at the
 Canada Day Parade
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TAC SUMMER SCHOOL

The touring group on the Cabot Trail                                                          photo Fiona Grant

Hot and sweaty  – this  just about  sums up the week of  TAC summer school in 
Sackville,  NB in late July!  But the live music, for all occasions, was fantastic.  
Besides the morning classes, afternoon activities varied, from Personal Critique 
to Gavottes,  from helpful exercises to prevent  and repair dance injuries to music 
appreciation,  from challenge dances to preparation of  programmes, MCing and 
briefing,  and ball walkthrough sessions.  Mid-week was excursion day  – to the 
Bay  of  Fundy  at low tide, or to a lobster fishing area,  with of  course, a 
scrumptious lobster meal!  

The concert showcased all our musicians and was a breathtaking feast for the 
ears.  Short evening dances were followed by  long and lively  after-parties!  Tartan 
Explosion night  saw some very  creative use of  towels and ties,  and some eye-
popping combinations of  colours!  We really  enjoyed the Ceilidh:  the hilarious 
Black and White Illusion, the personal reflection of  a graduate from Mount Allison 
60 years ago, a recitation of  Albert and the Lion, the 40 voice choir singing Just a 
Little While, and Highland Cathedral with bagpipes, Irish dance, a beautiful dance 
to The Wind Beneath My  Wings and other wonderful performances.  The ball 
Saturday  night topped it all.   It was an intense week and a very  rich diet of  what 
we love most.  Old friends reclaimed, new ones made – can’t wait  for next  year’s 
summer school in Colorado!
After summer school, 21 of  us toured Nova Scotia and PEI for four days, 
enjoying Cape Breton, a Gaelic college and a superb afternoon of  Cape Breton 
style fiddling with piano,  guitar and spoons!  After a hard week of  dancing, it  was 
good to sit on the bus and let the feet rest. We also saw the fort  at Louisburg, the 
Alexander Graham Bell museum at Baddeck NS and indulged in another lobster 
feast!   PEI gave us a taste of  Anne of  Green Gables (the house, and the musical) 
and a show at the Piping College, where all the instructors of  drumming, piping 
and dance were in their teens!  The weather was wonderful and best of  all was 
the company of fellow dancers.  A great way to end our dancing holiday!

          Cathrine Conings

Dining out in New Brunswick                           photo Sandy Caruth
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make merry in kerry

Gerald and I started our first big trip without kids in Amsterdam, delighting in the 
canals, old architecture, museums,  pubs and masses of  tulips – which were still 
in bloom due to a late spring in Europe. Then we met up with Lindsay  in Dublin, 
enjoying the famous ‘literary  pub crawl’, and tours of  the Guinness Experience 
(Dublin’s ‘Grouse Mountain’ for a great view of  the city), St Patrick’s Cathedral, 
and the Book of  Kells.  Our standard pub order was quickly  established – one 
Guinness, one Smithwicks, one Bulmer – a nice rainbow of  colour – black, 
amber, and gold.
On the train to Kerry, it became obvious that we weren’t the only  people going for 
the dancing!  As IB committee members Chris Harris and George Flett created 
order out of  the chaos at the Gleneagles Hotel in Killarney,  dancers from all over 
the world greeted old friends, and introduced new faces.  The International 
Branch weekend brought people from Australia, USA, Canada, England, 
Scotland, France, Netherlands, Denmark, Sweden, Russia, Germany, 
Switzerland,  Ireland and more.  We ate well (lots of  lamb and potatoes,  and full 
Irish breakfasts), then tried to dance it all off  again in the wonderful classes 
taught  by  Malcolm Brown, Tim Wilson and Raphaelle Orgeret to the fantastic 
music of  Nicol McLaren.  My  recent study  of  the history  and purpose of  the 
RSCDS was brought to life by  the fun of  being able to meet with such a diverse 
group of people and learn, share and dance together so easily.
When we had a moment to stop in our hotel room, we enjoyed the view into the 
Killarney  National Park and counted how many  deer we could spot in the long 
grass each time.  As the weekend progressed we had short tours of  the area – 
Ross Castle,  Milross House, and Killarney  town, and an extra class in Irish set 
dancing – a cross between Quadrille and Polka and done very  fast, with extra 
heel and toe clicks and stomps!
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After learning new formations in classes, participating in the hilarious Ceili, 
dancing everything at the grand Ball, and joining everyone for the combined 
class on the last morning, some of  our friends went home, but over 40 stayed to 
continue on a tour of Kerry, Clare and Cork counties. 
Our visit to the Gap of  Dunloe was blessed with sunshine and the talkative driver 
of  our cob and trap, as we wound up the narrow winding road through a small 
gap in very  picturesque mountains.  As a West Coaster, you have to leave the 
image of  our own mountains behind,  and enjoy  the Irish mountains as they  fit in 
their own setting.  That was followed by  a ride in large open boats, meandering 
across the lakes and rivers of  the Park ending at Ross 
Castle,  a fine example of  the Norman towers that dot 
the Irish landscape.  

The tour continued with a scenic drive around the Dingle peninsula and to the 
Cliffs of  Moher in county  Clare – windy but truly  spectacular, with puffins nesting 
in the merest cracks along the 600 ft cliffs - and on to Ennis for a fine evening of 
music and dance from local teenagers 
and another set dance group. The 
musicians switched instruments and 
tempos,  added voice and dance, and it 
was a joy  to see young people so 
involved in the Irish traditional music.  
Then a tour through a restored castle 
and village, and a trip to Blarney  Castle 
– which was more fun as you could 
wander up and down all the narrow 
winding staircases and into the little 
stone rooms that were hard to imagine 
living in. And yes, Lindsay  and I climbed 
up and hung upside down over the edge 
of the tower to kiss the Blarney Stone!  
Everywhere we enjoyed the Woolen Mills – the Aran sweater has come a long 
way  from the old fisherman’s sweater to many  shapes, styles and colours in 
many  variations of  the cabled patterns - and the local weaving, Celtic jewelry, 
and great varieties of Irish music available.   
In the evenings, we got together for more dancing, to make up for sitting on the 
bus.   We all saw buildings and geography  that we would have loved to get  out 
and explore more, but we had to stay  on schedule.   In Cork we had a Ceili with 
the local Cork SCD club in the Firkin Crane building – once part of  the Butter 
Market,  but now a centre for Dance in Cork, up the hill on the north side, with a 
fine view of the many church steeples around Cork.  
And then it was over,  and our old and new friends trickled away  home, with 
promises to keep in touch on Facebook and to see them on the dance floor 
again!                     Alison Moen

photos Alison Moen and Sandy Caruth

Above: Sandy and Fran Caruth, Alison 
Moen, Lindsay Carter battling the wind at 

the Cliffs of Moher



dancing in stanley park

 When I think of Dancing in the Park, the word "harmony" comes to mind.  
During the summer so many harmonies, on so many levels, are being played out 
every Monday night at Ceperley Meadows in Stanley Park.  It's not just in the 
music, it's in the people as well.
 On the evening of July 15, 2013, the rich, breathtaking music of the 
Vancouver Fiddle Orchestra fills the air.  As I approach the dance area, I am 
captivated by the scene in front of me.  Brilliant sun beams down on the crowd.  
A gentle wind causes the green leaves of the surrounding deciduous trees to 
rustle; seemingly in time to the music.  The mesmerizing, hand-clapping, toe-
tapping sounds of the Fiddle Orchestra surround the dancers as they reel back 
and forth.  I see smiles and hear lots of laughter.
 As the dance ends, people thank their partners and eagerly seek new ones.  
No one wants to miss dancing to this extraordinary music.  I ask a newbie to join 
me.  Telling her I'll be the man, I take her hand as we move quickly to join a set.  
She apologizes saying, "I've never danced before."  I reassure her that we're here 
to have fun and dance.  "Nothing is more invigorating than dancing in the open 
air.  Just relax and smile. If you can walk you can dance," I say.
 We form square sets and I call out to a friend, "How's your summer going?"
 "Great," he says, "I haven't gone anywhere this summer. The weather here 
has been so good."
 "Yeah," I say, "Me neither.  Dancing here is my idea of a stay-cation."  
Everyone in the set laughs amicably.  Soon the music starts.  I curtsy to my 
partner and say, "Just keep your eyes on me and smile."  She nods nervously.  
We start dancing and smiling.  Nothing is more joyous than moving to music in 
the outdoors.  Everyone is happy.   Dancers are having a great time.  The new 
dancers especially are dancing with eager enthusiasm.  The experienced dancers 
give them cues to help them along.  The audience is smiling.  Children do their 

                                                 photo Kerry McDevitt
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own dances on the sidelines.   Older people clap along.  The Fiddle Orchestra's 
music is infectious.  Harmony is everywhere.
 Our Scottish Country Dance ambassador extraordinaire, Duncan 
MacKenzie, adds his own sweet-talking, congenial warmth to the mix.   He 
continues to work the crowd encouraging everyone to dance.  How he manages 
to convince non-dancers to join in so spontaneously, with big smiles on their 
faces, is a skill unique only to Duncan.  
 A woman from Hong Kong  surprises her family by taking Duncan's hand as 
he guides her to the dance area.  Her relatives whip out their cameras.  “Look, 
he’s wearing a kilt!”  They've got to record this.  Nobody's going to believe them 
if they don't.
 We meet, greet and talk to people from all over the world.  As we dance 
away the evening, we experience joy, harmony and the emotionally uplifting 
music of the Vancouver Fiddle Orchestra.  It's a total experience for mind, body 
and soul.  And it's free.  I wouldn't miss it.
 Many thanks to our wonderful dance teachers.                      Eileen MacKenzie

photo Stuart Somerville

Dancing in the Park Programme 
As the White Cockade goes to press we are finishing another successful summer 
of Dancing in the Park.   We had just one night cancelled at the end of June due 
to rain, which is hard to believe given the fabulous weather we’ve had ever 
since.   Opening night on June 7th was very special with great performances by 
the Vancouver Police Pipe Band and our own Demonstration Team.  July 15th 
was another special night when we were able to dance to the wonderful music of 
the Vancouver Fiddle Orchestra.  Throughout the season, the clubs and their 
teachers provided great programmes suitable for the more experienced dancer as 
well as park visitors who could not resist the opportunity to move to the music. 
Special thanks to those intrepid souls who fetched and carried the sound 
equipment and swept the blacktop – we could not manage without you.  Of 
course there would be no programme if our dancers didn’t continue to come out 
to the park to enjoy the dancing and the wonderful park setting.  Thank you 
everyone.                Fran Caruth
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Vancouver Area Calendar of Events 2013-2014Vancouver Area Calendar of Events 2013-2014Vancouver Area Calendar of Events 2013-2014Vancouver Area Calendar of Events 2013-2014

31 Aug West End Fall Frolic 13 Jan
Vancouver
Branch Classes resume

6-8 Sep
RSCDS Seattle
Fort Worden Workshop 15 Jan

Vancouver Branch 
Programme classes resume

16 Sep
Vancouver Branch 
classes begin 25 Jan

Tam O’Shanter Dancers 
Burns Night

18 Sep
Vancouver Branch
 Programme Classes begin 1 Feb

Vancouver Branch 
Burns Supper

20 Sep Vancouver Branch AGM 7 Feb Duncan’s Ceilidh

27 Sep Duncan’s Ceilidh 8 Feb Bellingham Monthly Dance 

4-6 Oct
RSCDS Saskatchewan 
Workshop, Banquet  & Ball 15 Feb

Love To Dance Scottish 
Workshop & Tea Dance

12 Oct Bellingham Social 8 Mar Burnaby Dance 

19 Oct Gleneagles Fall Dance 8 Mar Bellingham Social 

20 Oct White Rock Fall Workshop 16 Mar White Rock Spring Workshop 

25 Oct Duncan’s Ceilidh 22 Mar
Vancouver Branch
Heather Ball

26 Oct Bellingham Ball
23 Mar

to be confirmed

CelticFest Vancouver
Parade

1-3 Nov
RSCDS San Francisco
 Asilomar Workshop & Ball 28 Mar Duncan’s Ceilidh

11 Nov
Vancouver Br. Dem Team 
Lady Aberdeen Tea Dance 29 Mar Vanisle Workshop & Dance

15 Nov
St Andrews & Caledonian 
Society St Andrews Ball 5 Apr Glenayre Dance 

16 Nov
Vancouver Fiddle Orchestra
concert 12 Apr Deep Cove Spring Social

26 Nov
Fort Langley 
St. Andrew’s Dance 12 Apr

Children’s Workshop 
& Tea Dance Vancouver Branch

29 Nov Duncan’s Ceilidh 12 Apr Bellingham Social 

30 Nov Delta Borderers’ Dance 14 Apr
Vancouver Branch Party 
& Ceilidh Night 

7 Dec
Vancouver Branch 
Children’s Christmas Party 25 Apr Duncan’s Ceilidh 

8 Dec Gleneagles Ball TBA Apr Gleneagles Spring Dance 

9 Dec
Vancouver Branch
Party & Ceilidh Night 3 May

White Rock 60th Anniversary 
May Dance 

10 Dec Glenayre Christmas Party 10 May Bellingham Social 

11 Dec
Last Programme Class 
of 2013 25 May

Fort Langley 
Whisky Tea Dance 

14 Dec Bellingham Social 28 May
Last Programme Class 
of session

28 Dec
Vancouver Branch
Betwixt And Between Social mid-June Dancing in the Park - starts

10 Jan Duncan’s Ceilidh 21 Jun
BC Highland Games USCS
(Date to be confirmed)

THE WHITE COCKADE 
ONLINE VERSION

Publication of the White Cockade is the first of 
September, November, January, March and May. 

Annual subscription is included in your RSCDS Branch membership fee.
 Please send 

changes to your mailing address 
and to your email address

to Patsy Jamieson, Membership Secretary, RSCDS Vancouver Branch, 
c/o Scottish Cultural Centre, 8886 Hudson Street, Vancouver BC V6P 4N2 

or email membership@rscdsvancouver.org 

Many thanks to everyone who contibuted to the September 2013 issue
especially our new writers who did a wonderful job.

There are 4 more issues for the 2013 - 2014 season.
Deadlines are

10 Oct for Nov/Dec issue
10 Dec for Jan/Feb issue
10 Feb for Mar/Apr issue
10 Apr for May/Aug issue

Please send any reports, articles, photos or ideas you may have to 
editor@rscdsvancouver.org

rscds tartan

Delbrook Dancers                    photo Lisa Birrell
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