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Demonstration Team at Royal Vancouver Yacht Club 2013 photo Stuart Somerville




RSCOS 0ANCOUVECR BrRANCh BOARD OF DIRCCTORS 2012-2013
A new Board of Directors was elected at the Annual General Meeting held September 28, 2012

OFFICERS

Chair Jennifer Shearman chair@rscdsvancouver.org 604.739.3096
Vice-Chair Gerry Stensgaard vicechair@r: Vancouver.or 604.451.1161
Corresponding Secretary  Vicki Downey secretary@rscdsvancouver.org 604.298.9695
Recording Secretary Drum Cavers recordin r r vancouver.org 604.435.2217
Treasurer Stewart Cunningham  freasurer@rscdsvancouver.org 604.261.0162
Membership Secretary Patsy Jamieson membership@r. vancouver.or 604.929.4884

OTHER DIRECTORS showing specific responsibilities

BC Highland Games Rep  Simon Scott highlandgames@rscdsvancouverorg  604.925.9333
Past Chair Paul Lowe hair@r: vancouver.or 604.536.7660
Publicity Cathrine Conings publicity@rscdsvancouver.org 604.299.6447
Safety Coordinator Sue Sochasky f r Vancouver.ort 604.937.7967

BOARD APPOINTMENTS

Archivist Rosemary Coupe archives@rscdsvancouver.org 604.298.6552
Betwixt & Between Co-ord  Frances Caruth n r vancouver.ort 604.922.6842
Burns Supper Coordinator  Peter Richards burns@rscdsvancouver.org 604.929.2745
Children's Program Liaison Pat Cavers hildren@r: Vancouver.or 604.435.2217
Dancing Coordinator Frances Caruth dance@rscdsvancouver.org 604.922.6842
Dancing in the Park Frances Caruth n r vancouver.ort 604.922.6842
Dem Team Director R. Blackhall-Peters ~ demteam@rscdsvancouver.org 604.530.0500
Events Coordinator Pat Hollingdale vents@r Vancouver.ort 604.435 0035
Heather Ball Chair Simon Scott heatherball@rscdsvancouver.org 604.925.9333
Love to Dance Workshop ~ Frances Caruth n r vVancouver.or 604.922.6842
Newsletter Editor Eleanor Pedersen editor@rscdsvancouver.org 604.538.4095
RSCDS Director USAC Ltd Stewart Cunningham uscs@rscdsvancouver.org 604.261.0162
Web Site Manager Stuart Somerville web@rscdsvancouver.org 778.279.7769
OTHER CONTACTS

Ceilidh Director Duncan MacKenzie ilidh@r: Vancouver.ort 604.536.9481
North Shore Children Maureen Hood _northshorechildren@rscdsvancouver.org 604.922.4406
TAC Representative Jean Wagstaff r Vancouver.ort 604.464.8103
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Anyone interested in doing CPR training later this Spring please contact our
Safety Co-ordinator, Sue Sochasky by phone at 604-937-7637
or email safety@rscdsvancouver.org
or Jennifer Shearman at 604-739-3096, email chair@rscdsvancouver.org
Courses will be scheduled based on demand.

Fae the chair

The Burns season is over and we have dined well on haggis and neeps.
We are fortunate to have some really good haggis available here, but the
neeps can be pretty grim. Back in Orkney we always reckoned that the
neeps needed a frost in the field to sweeten them for domestic use. That
may be what is missing here in Vancouver. Our Branch demonstration
team had a busy few weeks providing programmes of dance, music,
stories and song in a variety of venues. Many of us had the pleasure of
watching them at our Burns supper and the February ceilidh. The
performance teams from other clubs were equally busy sharing the
vibrant sounds and colours of our dance. | am delighted that Peter
Richards has again accepted the challenge of chairing our 2014 Burns
Supper.

All too many of our dancers have lost friends and relatives recently, but
as the days draw out and the spring blossoms burst forth we look
forward to celebrating the old and the new. The Glenayre club are
celebrating 50 years of dance whilst the Burnaby club are embracing a
new location for their classes and some teacher candidates are working
toward their exams. Fran Caruth, our hard-working dance co-ordinator
was presented with a well-deserved Branch Award at the tea dance
following another successful Love To Dance Scottish workshop. At our
Heather Ball in March we will have the unique opportunity to dance to
Gordon Shand and his band from Kelty in Fife. He will also play for the
March Ceilidh. So join us to dance and listen to these talented
musicians.

This spring the Branch will offer some extra technique classes; then TAC
Summer School promises fun, fithess and friendship for all levels of
dancers in New Brunswick. Registration is also open now for Summer
School at St Andrews, Scotland. The Branch will continue our safe
dancing initiative through more CPR training and the acquisition of an
automated external defibrillator (AED).

Have fun and dance safely. Jennifer Shearman

celtic Fest paraoe

Needed on Sunday 17 March 2013,
a goodly number of rustic, haggis-fed, Scottish dancers
for Vancouver’s Celtic Fest Parade.
Let the trembling earth resound our tread!
Gathering about 10 am on the Granville Bridge at Howe Street.
Wear sturdy street shoes, visible tartan,
warm, rain resistant clothes!
Dance a simple routine of steps.

We can practice while waiting for the 11 am start.
Please email ccmusic@telus.net or phone me at 604.299.6447
to indicate your interest.

Let’'s show those Irish we can muster a good crowd too!

Cathrine Conings|
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odancing oates

Saturday, March 2 BURNABY DANCE

Confederation Centre 7:30 pm $20
4584 Albert Street, Burnaby
Music: Vancouver Fiddle Orchestra
The Burnaby Club invite you all to enjoy the exciting music of the VFO
and the excellent facilities of Confederation Centre, North Burnaby. To
find the Centre, take Willingdon Avenue one block north of Hastings
Street and turn right on Albert Street. The parking lot will be on your left,
and the building is to the left of the lot.
The programme is in the January 2013 White Cockade.

Sunday, March 10 WHITE ROCK SPRING WORKSHOP
Sullivan Hall 9.30 am $10
6303 152 Street, Surrey Teacher: Maureen Lyon

Advanced class from 9:30 am to 12:00 pm. This is a challenging
workshop for advanced dancers who are experienced in all aspects of
formation and steps.
Intermediate and Beginner class from 1:00 pm to 3:30 pm. An
intermediate class, not for rank beginners. Special attention will be given
to formations and steps. Advanced dancers are encouraged to stay for
the afternoon to assist with beginners.
Bring your own lunch. Tea, coffee and juice will be available during the
break from 12:00 to 1:00 pm.
Laurie Lang 604-944-6678 ljree@telus.net
Gerda Barwieck 604-531-4595 gerdab@shaw.ca

Wednesday, Mar 13, Wednesday, Mar 20 & Thursday, Mar 21

PRACTICES for the HEATHER BALL
Scottish Cultural Centre 7.30 pm $6 drop-in
8886 Hudson Street
All dancers are welcome to participate in these Programme Classes
where the dances for the Heather Ball will be reviewed.
Join us at the Scottish Cultural Centre.

Friday, March 22 CEILIDH DANCE
Scottish Cultural Centre 7 pm class $10 adults
8886 Hudson Street 8 pm dance $8 students

Duncan’s ceilidh evening of fun is a good introduction to Scottish
Country Dancing and there is usually a good crowd of all ages.
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Saturday, March 23 HEATHER BALL
Gizeh Temple Reception: 6:00 pm Tickets $85
3550 Wayburne Drive Dance: 7:00 pm 30 and under $65

Burnaby
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GORDON SHAND BAND
at VANCOUVER’S HEATHER BALL

Dance on the fantastic sprung floor of the Gizeh Temple
3550 Wayburne Drive in Burnaby

Saturday 23 March 2013

Reception 6:00 pm and dancing at 7:00 pm
Followed by a light supper

Tickets $85.00 (30 and under - $65.00)
Patsy Jamieson is no longer handling ticket sales
Contact Norm and Susan Haug at 604 984 7558 or
normhaug@shaw.ca
Space is limited so please book early.
Paypal is available on rscdsvancouver.org

Hooper's Jig .....cveeeeiiieeeieiieeeeee J e 99 More
Button Boy ......ccoooeiiiiiis R o Allanton
The Gentleman...........ccccoooiiieeeennne S e Book 35
White Cockade...........cccoeeveeiiiinnn.n. R Book 5
Muirland Willie.........occooveeiiniiiienene J e Book 21
Castle Douglas ........ccccceeviieeinienenne S Goldring
Pelorus Jack .........ccooooiieiiiniieneee J e Book 41
Miss Johnstone of Ardrossan ........... R o Goldring
Byron Strathspey ........ccccocvvvveennne S Deeside 2
Best Setinthe Hall .............cccooeee. J e Book 46
Duke of Atholl's Reel ... J e Book 16
Blooms of Bon Accord...........cccc....... R Deeside 2
CullaBay .....ccoeveeeiviieeeeciieeee e S Book 41
Falls of Rogi€ .......cccovviviiiiiiiiiiieens R Attwood
Trip to Bavaria.........ccccoooevvvviiiiieeenes Jo Brown
MacDonald of the Isles..................... S Haynes
Australian Ladies ..........ccccceeviernnnnn R Campbell
Reel of the Royal Scots ................... S RSCDS Leaflet
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Saturday, April 6 GLENAYRE ANNUAL DANCE
St. Laurence Church Hall 7:30 pm $15

825 St. Laurence Street, Coquitlam

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF DANCING IN COQUITLAM
The Glenayre Club welcomes everyone to our annual dance.
Our programme has been devised to appeal to all levels of dancing.

Music by the Tartan Players

Programme
Nice to See You™........cccvevveeinnnnnn. R RSCDS Bk. 40
Jubilee Jig* ......ccocviiiiii J RSCDS Lflt
MY JO oo S Goldring 15 Social
Lady Dumfries™ ......ccccevvveviienenneenn. R o MMM
The Alder Burn ..........cooooeeeeiiiineeen. J o Drewry Brodie Bk.
MonNymMuUSK* ........coeeiiiieeeeiiiieeeeeee S s RSCDS Bk. 11
Eileen Watt's Reel ...........ccocoeeernenn. R RSCDS Mag.
Blue Bonnets® ..o o RSCDS Bk. 3
Cherrybank Gardens ...........cc.c....... S s Drewry Bankhead
West's Hornpipe™ ........cccoeeevienenee. R, RSCDS 5 for 1965
Airie Bennan™ ...........cccccooiiieienns o Hugh Foss Glendarroch
Bonnie Stronshiray ..........cccccceeeenne S Campbell Glasgow Assembly
Highlandman's Umbrella* ................ R Holden Glasgow Jub.Bk.
Best Setinthe Hall ............cccceee J o RSCDS Bk. 46
Wisp of Thistle* ..........cccoveeeeiinnnnn. S RSCDS Bk. 37
Reel of the Royal Scots™.................. R e RSCDS Leaflet

* easier dances

Saturday, April 13 CHILDREN’S WORKSHOP & DANCE
Highlands United Church 10:30 am - 1:00 pm Workshop

3255 Edgemont Boulevard 1:00 pm Lunch - 2:00 pm Dance
North Vancouver

Workshop & Dance for Children $18
Workshop & Dance for Adults $20
Dance Only: Children $2.00 & Adults $5.00
Free for children enrolled in RSCDS classes.

The annual children's workshop offers challenging classes for children of
all levels and there is a class for adults as well. This year our teachers
will be Katherine Shearman, Carolyn Hutcheon, Louise Murphy and
Colette Hamner (adult class).
A delicious lunch will be served between 1pm and 2pm, prior to the
dance.
The Easter Bunny will make an appearance and there will be little "dems"
showing what had been taught in the morning classes. Also, afternoon
tea will be served. So do come along and enjoy.

Information Maureen 604-922-4406 or dellbrookdancers@yahoo.ca

Maureen Hood

Programme for the Children’s Dance

The Ferryboat.........cccceenneen. JOrR i, Let's All Dance
The Linton Ploughman.................. e Book 5
Flowers of Edinburgh .................... R e Book |
Jig to the MUSIC .....oeevviiiiiiiiieee J o Second Graded Book
Round Reel of Eight ...................... R Book 27
Haymakers Jig ......ccccovvieeienininnnnn. e Book 2
Catch the Wind.........cccoovevivinnne R Book 45
Sandy Butterly ........ccccoiiiiiiiniis J o Brandon, Lets All Dance
White Cockade ..........cccecvververineens R Book 5
Terrace Loggers Jig.......ccccevveeennnee. o Vancouver Ruby Coll.
Cherrybank Gardens ..................... S Drewry, Bankhead |
The Piper and the Penguin............ R Goldring, Scotia Suite
Reel of the Royal Scots ................ R SCD Leaflets

Mon,April 15  MONDAY NIGHT END OF TERM CEILIDH
Scottish Cultural Centre 7:30 pm to 10 pm $6 drop in

IT’S STARTING TO BE A TRADITION
Join the
BRANCH MONDAY NIGHT CLASSES
for their end of term party
Entertainment, dancing, food and friendship!
Everyone welcome.
Fran Caruth

Saturday, April 20 DEEP COVE DANCE
St Catherine’s Church Hall 7:30 pm $15

1058 Ridgewood Drive
North Vancouver
Music by Mary Ross

Programme
Montgomeries Rant**...................... 8X32R i Book 10
Pelorus Jack™ ........cccooeviiviienininennn. 8X32J i Book 41
Shamrock Girl*.........cceeeeeeeeieiiiiiiinins 4x32S............... Goldring, 12 More
Balgeddie Reel* .........ccccoovienennenn. 5x 32 R.....M. Schoolbraid Brandon
It's Nae Bother*.........cccovevieiinnnnnn. 8X32J oo Graded 2
Gang the Same Gate™™................... 8X32S . Book 36
Miss Johnstone of Ardrossan**........ 5x32R..cccc. Goldring, 14 /2000
12 Coats Crescent™ ........ccceevveeennns 4X32S.i Book 40
Bratach Bana™™ ........cccccccviveeinneenn. 8X32R i Drewry
Scott Meikle* ..........cccveiiieiieiee 4X32R i Book 46
Best Set In the Hall*™*...................... 8X32J i, Book 46
The Treasured Cove™ ..........ccoc...ee. 4X32S.iiiiiies D. Hargreaves
Lass of Richmond Hill*................... 8X32R i Graded 2
SPIffin™ e 5x32J.iin. Quarrie & Friends
Minister on the Loch™ ..................... 3X32S e Goldring
Society Piper* ........ccccvvevniieeneennn 8x32R............. Goldring, 710 Social
Polharrow Burn™* ........ccccoviiiinienn. 5X32R i Hugh Foss

star * = easiest stars *** = not recommended unless you know it.
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VANCOUVER SPRING SESSION
7:30 pm - 9:30 pm $6 drop-in

Mondays through June

Scottish Cultural Centre

8886 Hudson Street
DANCING AT THE CULTURAL CENTRE

The Branch will be offering special Monday night classes from the end of

April through to the beginning of June. Each class will have a special

focus. The April classes will be suitable for all dancers.

April 22, 2013 — The Dances of John Drewry taught by Fran Caruth
April 29, 2013 — Back to Basics taught by Mary Murray

May 6,13 and 26 — T.BA. Check the web: www.rscdsvancouver.org
and the next White Cockade for further information.

Fran Caruth

Friday, April 26 CEILIDH DANCE
Scottish Cultural Centre 7 pm class $10 adults
8886 Hudson Street 8 pm dancer ‘ $8 students

&

Saturday, April 27 GLENEAGLES SPRING DANCE

Christ the Redeemer Church 7:30 pm $10

595 Keith Road, just east of Taylor Way, West Vancouver

Programme

Catch the Wind .........cccoceveiiniinenne R Book 45
Ann of Gleneagles ..........ccccceeenneee. J Drewry
MOoNyMUSK ......coveviiiiiiiiieec e S e Book 11
(07014 a1 3T o < T R o Book 4
Sandy Butterly .........ccccoieeiiiinne. J e Brandon
Belle of Bon Accord .........ccocveeenneen. S Drewry
Miss Johnstone of Ardrossan........... R Goldring
Machine Without Horses ................. J Book 12
MacDonald of the Isles .................... S Glendarroch
Angus MaclLeod .........cccooerennnnnne R Queen/Scott
(with a difference)
Montgomeries Rant ..............c.c....... R o Book 10
Chequered Court ........ccoeeeeeennneen.. o Book 42
Gleneagles Gold ........ccccvevvviieenneen. S Scott
Irish ROVEr ....ovviiiiiiiieieecee R Cosh
Wild GEESE .....eeevvrieiiceieiieeeei J Book 24
Dream Catcher.........cccocovivieiinneene S Book 45
Maxwell's Rant..........ccccceiiiiineen. R Book 18
Mairi's Wedding ........cccecevvevnenenneen. R Cosh

Saturday Evening, May 4 WHITE ROCK MAY DANCE
Star of the Sea Hall 7 pm to 10:00 pm Doors open at 6:30 pm

15262 Pacific Avenue, White Rock Tickets $20.00

Music provided by the Tartan Players
All dances will be briefed from the first position.
A late buffet will follow the dance.
Tickets are available from:

Laurie Lang 604-944-6678 ljreel@telus.net
Gerda Barwieck 604-531-4595 gerdab@shaw.ca
Programme and crib sheet will be posted
at www.wrscdc.org and www.rscdsvancouver.org

Gerda Barwieck
Programme for White Rock May Dance

It's Nae Bother........cccceevevecvieniceiie. Jiguiii Graded book 2
The Lass of Richmond Hill................... Reel.....coocoviiiiiiiiin. Graded book 2
Up and Down Ben Nevis .........ccccvvveeeees Strathspey ....Inverness 60" Anniv. Bk
Catch the Wind .........ocoeeviiiiiiieee Re€l ... Bk 45
A Starterfor Ten.......ccoceveviiiiieciiieee Jig e, R.Goldring Gr.3
Montgomerie’'s Rant ...........ccccccceiiiiie Reel ..o Bk 10
The Shamrock Girl...........cccoeveeeeevnnnenn.. Strathspey ....Goldring 72 more Social
Happy Feet ..o Jig s J.Morris Vallin Coll.5
Royal Deeside Railway ..........c..ccceeeee. Reel ... Bk 40
Bobby Brown’s Canadian Breakdown....Reel.................... Square set R. Millar
Rannoch Moor ..........cccooeeviiiiieiiece, Strathspey .............. R. Goldring Gr.3
Burnieboozle...........coooiiiiie Jig e D. Queen Southport
Scott Meikle ..o Re€l ... Bk 46
Jean Martin of Aberdeen............c.ccce.. Strathspey ............. 3 dances for 2006
ATriptoBavaria ........ccccooviieiiiiie. Reel.......cccocee. J. MacGregor Brown
Bratach Bana........cccccooeveeeiiiiiiii, Reel ..coovvveiiiiiiiiiii, J.Drewry

BURNABY SPRING SESSION
$5 drop-in

Mondays May 6 and 13
Edmonds Community Centre 7:30 pm
7282 Kingsway

You are all invited to attend one or both of the Burnaby Spring Session
classes, which will be led by guest instructors. To reach the hall, go south
on Edmonds from the intersection with Kingsway (i.e. turn right onto
Edmonds if proceeding towards New Westminster); the entrance to the
parking lot is the first lane on the right.

This will be the last time to dance on Edmonds' excellent sprung floor
before the building closes as a community centre.

Gerry Stensgaard

Sunday May 26 FORT LANGLEY WHISKY TEA DANCE
Fort Langley Community Hall 2 pm Tickets $15

9167 Glover Road, Fort Langley
Music by the Tartan Players
The Fort Langley dancers welcome you to their end of season dance.
The dance programme will be in the next issue of the White Cockade.

9


http://www.rscdsvancouver.org
mailto:ljreel@telus.net
mailto:ljreel@telus.net
mailto:gerdab@shaw.ca
mailto:gerdab@shaw.ca
http://www.wrscdc.org
http://www.wrscdc.org
http://www.rscdsvancouver.org
http://www.rscdsvancouver.org
http://www.rscdsvancouver.org

oancing News

The Betwixt and Between Dance

photos Kerry McDevitt

Inverglen Scottish Dancers

The dancers were given a tremendously warm and enthusiastic reception at the
annual Burns Supper at the Marpole Family Centre on January 17. Vancouver,
Abbotsford and Chilliwack dancers put on an amazing display of Highland,
Scottish Country and Step Dancing.

We are now preparing for our Saturday, June 8 recital at Magee Secondary
School Theatre and of course a grand visit in July to the home of our dance,
Scotland. Chris Herbert

Inverglen dancers performing for the Marpole seniors photo Chris Herbert
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The Tam O’ Shanter Dancers’ Burns Supper
The 19th Annual Burns Supper at the Star of the Sea hall in White Rock was
attended by 300 people on January 26 and reported to be an excellent affair.

This year the ceremony of bringing in the haggis was performed by two young

boys who are both 11 years old. The piper is Kendrick Rutherford from the White

Spot Pipe Band and the haggis bearer is Calum Lyon. The haggis addresser (on

the left above) is Jim Nicol, one of our dancers.

We have been trying to involve children in the past few years, and they all love to

participate.

Their drink for the toast is apple juice, of course, . . same colour as the real stuff!!
Maureen Lyon

photos The Surrey Now & Gord Goble

Simon Fraser University Burns Marathon

The 2" Annual Marathon Recitation of Burns’s Poetry and Song took place
recently at SFU Harbour Centre.

Over 80 participants and an over—flowing audience joined together on Robbie
Burns Day, January 25, 2013 to celebrate in a way that is quickly becoming a
tradition: a marathon performance of Burns’s work. The Centre for Scottish
Studies organized the event, and it was a tremendous success!! A real
testament to Burns’s legacy and proof of the continuing power of face to face
community.

The new record now stands at 5 hours, 41 minutes and 57 seconds!
Leith Davis
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OdanNCoOUoOCRr RSCOS BURDNS supper

Warlocks and witches in a dance;
Nae cotillion brent new frae France,
But hornpipes, jigs, strathspeys, and reels,

Put life and mettle in their heels.
Burns, Tam O' Shanter

And so it was at the Vancouver RSCDS Burns
Supper on January 19t.

No cotillions maybe, but everyone enjoyed dancing
the jigs, strathspeys and reels this year to music
provided by the Vancouver Fiddle Orchestra.

We had a splendid Address to the Haggis from
Isobel James and interesting discourses on aspects
of Burns and his women from Rosemary Coupe in her Immortal Memory.
Sandy Caruth gave the Toast to the Lassies with his usual verve and
Diane Coulombe replied with the perspective of the Lassies.

A successful event is a sum of the efforts of all of the participants and we
were fortunate to have Pat Cavers once again who managed the tickets
and tables, Pauline Bishop and her decorating crew for transforming the
Center and Fran Hillier in charge of the bar.

We had a table of younger guests this time who drank us dry at one point
but who seemed to enjoy themselves and we hope to see them again
next year. They joined enthusiastically in the dancing as did the British
Consul-General, Rupert Potter.

The hall was still full of dancers at the end of the program but all
managed to get home before the warlocks and witches made their
appearance.

Peter Richards
Burns Supper Coordinator

Peter Richards

Demonstration Team at the Branch Burns Supper
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photos Stewart Somerville

Above left: Isobel James addressing the haggis, watched by haggis bearer Drum Cavers
Above right: Rebecca Blackhall-Peters and Rupert Potter dancing the Gay Gordons

The Royal Scottish Country Dance Society Burns Supper
Here | ate Haggis (which | genuinely love), joined and watched dances
choreographed both centuries ago and within the last few decades, and
listened to some of Burns poetry. Although | was English and in black tie,
| was hosted with warmth and generosity by a bevy of Scots and
Canadians in kilts. Here was tradition and change, difference and unity.

Rupert Potter
British Consul-General Vancouver

Below: Members of the Vancouver Fiddle Orchestra at the Branch Burns Supper.
Left to right: Janet Wright, orchestra conductor; Kevin Hamilton, guitarist;
Janice Chui, fiddler and Deborah Jones, fiddler.

h

photos Stuart Somerville
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Immortal mermory toast

This toast was given at the 2013 Branch Burns Supper by Rosemary Coupe. The
magazine she mentions is the Scottish Country Dancer of which she is the editor.
Good evening, fellow dancers and friends.
In the April 2013 issue of the magazine, you'll read an article by a Scot whose
name is Robert but who likes to be called Robin by his friends. His name is not
Burns but Lambie. His article (“Our Intangible Heritage”) argues that country
dancing has helped to form the British identity because it enables groups of
people to work together in harmony and also supplies a social activity for a broad
cross-section of the community.
Burns, who also sometimes used the familiar name
Robin (as in rantin’ rovin’ Robin), took up country
dancing because he thought it would give a brush to
his manners and help him meet girls. Burns' life on the
farm was strenuous and isolating. He slogged away
on the muddy land six days a week. But there was a
saving grace in his life: his gift for friendship. He
relished social life, in the pub, on the dance floor, and
also in ceilidhs held in farmhouse kitchens. Living 200
years before Facebook, all the social life he knew
required direct human contact.
Partly because he wanted to improve himself, Burns
Tarbolton Bachelors’ Club  was a joiner. As well as the dancing school, he joined
National Trust for Scotland  the local Freemasons; the Tarbolton Bachelors’ Club
where he sharpened his satiric wit through lively
debates; and the group of Edinburgh drinking buddies called the Crochallan
Fencibles who also enjoyed witty sparring, as “Fencibles” suggests. Burns would
have loved the verbal swordplay carried on in his name at Burns Suppers, of
which we’ve just heard two rapier-sharp examples.
Burns refers in a letter to his “strong appetite for sociability.” And he must have
been an electrifying companion. People who knew him often spoke of the power
of his presence, the fire in his eyes. No wonder he was elected Chairman of the
Bachelors’ Club and later Deputy Master of his Masonic Lodge. If he were living
now he would probably run for the leadership of the NDP.
We're here tonight because we are joiners too, card-carrying members of the
RSCDS, a society that stresses the social element of dancing and ftries in its
quaint and anachronistic way to preserve some of the social rituals of Burns’
period, the late 18th century. All of us have a network of friends met through
dancing. One remarkable thing about our community is its diversity; we make
friends through dancing whom we might not otherwise meet. One of my own
friends passed along a wise comment made by Ron Wallace, “Everyone in your
class is better at something than you.”
Burns too cut across normal social boundaries in his friendships. He lived in a
stratified, class-conscious world, yet his friends included rich and poor, the
respectable and the disreputable, with at least one having served time in gaol.
Other friends were farmers, lawyers, even a philosophy professor and members
of the landed gentry. Burns’ communities overlapped--the pub was across the
street from the church in Mauchline, and between sermons Burns and his friends
might visit the alehouse for a pint.
We might never have heard of Burns without these friends. To publish a book in
the 18th century, one had to round up “subscribers” who would pay the costs and
receive a copy in return--an act of faith on their part. Burns’ lawyer friend Robert
Aiken found 145 subscribers for the Kilmarnock edition, and two other friends
found 70 each. Burns obviously inspired great loyalty, but of course the brilliance
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of the poems made him an instant household name. The 2013 equivalent,
incidentally, is “crowd funding,” when groups of people network and pool their
money to support a project. On CBC the other day this was described as “a good
way to make a buzz.” The buzz Burns made travelled as far as Edinburgh, where
half the eminent citizens came up with money for his 2nd edition.

But Burns’ friends were important to him in a more fundamental way. Several of
his best early poems are Epistles or verse letters written to friends, pledging
loyalty in lines like “...if you want ae friend that’s true, / I'm on your list.” Burns
managed to make plenty of enemies, and he really needed these friends, people
who had shared his experiences in some way. Some were allies in poetry, others
in misfortune. One was the lawyer Gavin Hamilton who like Burns had fallen foul
of the church authorities. Another was his fellow rebel and drinking companion
John Rankine. Two more were his “brither poets,” a schoolmaster and a farmer.
A fifth was the older man John Lapraik, a poet and also a farmer, who’d been
unfairly imprisoned for debt.

- L g i . e x
Poosie Nansie’s House, Mauchline W.H.Bartlett, J Carter, Geo Virtue

The Epistles show that making common cause with other people helped Burns
find his self-confident voice as a poet. Burns actually sent them as letters, and
their tone is frank, intimate, often humorous. But they contain self-reflective
comments which we’re meant to take seriously even when they sound comic. In
one Epistle Burns makes us see the energizing power of friendship. He tells John
Lapraik that his poetic Muse is worn out after a heavy day on the farm, and begs
him not to write. He abuses her as though she were a stubborn servant girl: “The
tapetless, ramfeezled hizzie, / She’s saft at best an’ something lazy.” He insists
that she smarten up and write to Lapraik straight away--we can hear the poet’s
impatient voice and see him sitting down, grabbing paper, and picking up a pen,
eager to answer his friend’s letter:

Sae | gat paper in a blink, Sae I've begun to scrawl, but whether

An’ down gaed stumpie in the ink; In rhyme, or prose, or baith thegither,
Quoth I, “before | sleep a wink, Or some hotch-potch that’s rightly neither,
| vow I'll close it; Let time make proof;

But | shall scribble down some blether
Just clean off-loof.

An’ if ye winna make it clink,
By Jove, I'll prose it!

Even though he claims to be dashing off his poem on the spur of the moment,
Burns chose to publish these verse letters. So he’s addressing both a particular
friend and an imagined community of readers. They're both private letters and
public performances by a newly-minted poet, assertions about himself and his
poetry written in a “companionable tone” and often mentioning his conversations
with his friends, for which he uses the warm, intimate Scots word “crack,” or
sometimes “couthie crack.” (continued on page 16)
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When Burns wrote his first Epistle to Lapraik, they hadn’'t even met. By chance,
he had heard a heartfelt song by Lapraik at a “rockin” or farmhouse gathering
where friends take turns in singing or telling stories, as at a Highland ceilidh. So
he writes to strike up a friendship. Lapraik’s song is the spark which ignites a
burst of self-discovery in Burns. He realizes that he’ll write plain but heartfelt
poetry--his use of barnyard imagery in this stanza makes the words themselves
both plain and heartfelt:

Gie me ae spark o’ nature’s fire
That’s a’ the learning | desire;
Then tho’ | drudge thro’ dub an’ mire
At pleugh or cart,

My muse, tho’ hamely in attire
May touch the heart.

This, then, is Burns’ poetic manifesto. And in the Epistles he almost bowls the
reader over with his self-confidence. He is magnificently present in lines like
these where he defies fortune: “But yet, despite the kittle kimmer, / |, Rob, am
here.” We can almost hear him thumping the table as he writes of his sheer
bravado as a poet: “I'll laugh an’ sing, an’ shake my leg / As lang’s | dow.”

In the same Epistle Burns sums up his ethical beliefs, also based on friendship:

“The social, friendly, honest man,
Whate’er he be--

‘Tis he fulfils great Nature’s plan,
And none but he.”

Words like “social,” friendly,” honest,” “brother” echo like talismans through
Burns’ poetry and prose, as if they are magical protectors against all the evils in
his often hostile world, all the Holy Willies and money-grubbing landlords. In
particular, they are weapons against pretence and hypocrisy. A rule of the
Tarbolton Bachelors’ Club (probably written by Burns) says that every member
must have “a frank, honest, open heart, above any thing dirty or mean.” Later,
when Burns met the musician Niel Gow, he conferred his highest praise in
describing Gow’s “honest, social brow.” The haggis, as we know, has an “honest,
sonsie face” too.

| should now proceed to a close analysis of all Burns’ verse epistles. But maybe
not. You’re really here to dance, and also | would hate to incur Burns’ scorn. He
writes in one epistle of boring preachers with their “three-mile prayers and half-
mile graces” so I'd better keep this to a half-mile Immortal Memory and I’'m on the
home stretch now. Burns also has no time for people who go to college--he
writes that they “gang in stirks and come out asses”-so | hate to think what
species of beast a college instructor would be.

But | do want to point out the natural continuity between the Epistles and the
themes of Burns’ later poetry. Burns’ vision of brotherhood and loyalty began with
his friends, extended to fellow Ayrshiremen, to fellow Scottish poets like poverty-
stricken Fergusson, eventually to all Scots for whom he compiled a national
treasure-trove of songs, and beyond them to all human beings--“That Man to
Man the warld o’er / Shall brithers be for a’ that.”

Burns would have approved of Vancouver’'s Gung Haggis Fat Choy. In the pub
with his friends, he would have savoured the deep-fried haggis won ton and
lettuce-wrap haggis, those appetizing symbols of worldwide brotherhood. An
honest haggis tastes good in any garb.

So let us rise with our friends and drink a toast to Robert Burns.
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Rosemary Coupe

Loove to oance scottish 2013

Saturday February 16, was a lovely day. The sun was shining and inside the
Scottish Cultural Centre eighty dancers and many volunteers were enjoying a day
of dance, music, friendship and fun. Mary Murray and Simon Scott provided the
dancers with detailed instruction for perfecting our dance steps and introduced us
to new dances, all to the wonderful music of Julie Smith (piano) Louise Steinway
(piano) and Deborah Jones (fiddle).

After lunch, the dancers were able to exercise their new found skills as they
danced to the wonderful music of the Tartan Players. At the end of the day, a well
earned afternoon tea was enjoyed by everyone.

Above right: Issie Van Wart (left) & Rita Gillies (middle beside Fran) are always volunteers.

A busy and active day like this does not happen without a lot of work by our
wonderful volunteers, some of whom are shown in the top photo. Too many to list
(as there were more than twenty!) these intrepid souls provided all the
organization and catering that made this day such a great success. A very big
“Thank You” to you all. Fran Caruth and Jean Wagstaff

photos Kerry McDevitt
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the legacy oF John orewry

Jim Stott is a teacher at the RSCDS Helensburgh Club in Scotland.
He recently gave a talk about John Drewry to the club members. The
talk was written up from Jim’s notes by Isabel Bone, the editor of the
club’s newsletter, for the September 2012 issue.

Coincidentally, in 1923, when Jean Milligan and Ysobel Stewart founded
the Country Dance Society, John Drewry was born near Melton
Mowbray, in a thatched cottage that dated back to the 1490s; the same
decade that saw the foundation of the University of Aberdeen where
John was to spend most of his working life.

It would appear that none of John’s family was particularly musical or had
an interest in dancing. His introduction to dancing came whilst working
in Whitehaven, Cumbria where he joined a ramblers’ group which, from
time to time, held Scottish country dance evenings. John then became
more involved in dancing activities, joining the RSCDS Carlisle Branch,
where he sat his Teacher’s Certificate, tutored by Jackie Johnston;
Jackie, along with John, was celebrated in the strathspey Double Eighty,
in Book 45. It was in Cumbria that John met Hugh Foss who
encouraged him to write dances; when John moved north of the border
his production of dances increased.

In the mid ‘60s, John took up an appointment at Marischal College,
University of Aberdeen, in the Biochemistry Department; it was there that
he met Aberdeen dance teacher, Isobel ‘Tibbie’ Cramb, who gave him his
introduction into the SCD community in Aberdeen. John continued to
teach but it was the devising of dances that gradually took up more and
more of his time.

Jim Stott first met John at a class in Aberdeen in the 1980s, when John
had come along to try out some of his nhew dances before taking them
abroad. Jim had danced many Drewry dances and had often wondered
what the devisor looked like! For many years, John got a group of
dancers together to try out his new dances, of which there were many!
Trying out 8 — 10 new dances on a night, with rather complicated
movements and new formations, the dancers weren’t always as
accommodating as John might have wished! The evenings are recalled
with great affection by the participants: always a great deal of fun and
supper at John’s house where his home baking, especially the carrot
cake, was well received.

John is a prolific dance devisor. His first RSCDS publication was The
Silver Tassie — a 32 bar strathspey for 3 couples, and it is in this dance
that the Rondel was first introduced. According to John, it was Miss
Milligan who encouraged him to name this figure ‘Rondel’ because of the
roundness of its shapes. She was later to call him ‘Mr Rondel’ when he
attended her classes at St Andrews! John has devised other familiar
formations that are now popular with us: petronella in tandem;
espagnole; set and rotate; corner pass and turn; and the rosette which
we will become familiar with when we dance Anne Thorn’s new dance
The Merchant City.
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When devising a dance, it is usually the pattern of the dance that comes
first, though occasionally it is the tune, a particular location or situation
which prompts him to put pen to paper. Along with gardening and
photography, another of John’s leisure interests is hill-walking and he
often found inspiration in the mountains of Scotland. This is how Bratach
Bana came about: while on a camping trip in Strontian, beside Loch
Sunart, John was listening to a country dance programme on his
transistor radio. He heard the tune Bratach Bana; he liked the tune very
much and worked out the shape of the dance, walking it on the shore.

Loch Sunart, Argyll, where John Drewry walked out the formations for Bratach Bana.

In 1999, he was awarded an RSCDS scroll when he had 9 dances
published. Since then, there have been 4 more published. When John
was on the Publications Committee he was not happy when his dances
were not chosen from the shortlist. According to Jim, he was devastated
as he thought all of his dances should be in the RSCDS publications! To
date, he has over 800 dances to his name.

Recognised worldwide as an imaginative devisor, his dances always
flow. There is seldom a dance programme that does not have a Drewry
dance on it and he tells a story against himself with wry amusement: “At
a ball, | was sitting next to a woman whom | did not know, when the next
dance, one of mine, was introduced. ‘Not another dreary dance’ she said
—and was a little surprised when | became convulsed with laughter!”
John does not feel that there is a problem with too many dances being
published. He feels that it is a sign that SCD is still thriving. He likes the
imaginative dances of Roy Goldring. His favourites among the traditional
dances are Monymusk and The Montgomeries’ Rant; and among his
own dances: The Blooms of Bon Accord; The Bonnie Lass of Bon
Accord; The Colonel's Bed; Miss Florence Adams; Strathmore; The
Royal Yacht Britannia; and The Duchess Tree.

John is now very frail and living in supported accommodation on the
outskirts of Aberdeen. He is visited regularly by dancing friends and he
remembers all his dances from the past. Jim says that John is someone
who moved SCD on and helped it progress and survive the 20th century.
Who will follow him? It will have to be someone with great talent as his

will not be easy to surpass. We are indebted to him.
Jim Stott & Isabel Bone
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calenoar ofF events

15 Apr Vancouver Party & Ceilidh

2 Mar Burnaby Dance Night

9 Mar Bellingham Monthly Dance 20 Apr Deep Cove Spring Social

; ; Vancouver Branch
10 Mar White Rock Spring Workshop 22 Apr Spring Special Classes Start

16 Mar | Van Isle Ball & Workshop 26 Apr  |Duncan’s Ceilidh SCC
Victoria

17 Mar Vancouver Celtic Parade 27 Apr Gleneagles Spring Dance

22 Mar Duncan’s Ceilidh SCC 4 May White Rock May Dance

Heather Ball at Gizeh Shrine ;
23 Mar Centre with Gordon Shand 11 May Bellingham Monthly Dance

30 Mar  [Seattle Workshop & Dance 18 May [Seattle 35" Anniversary
Emerald Ball
Glenayre 50t Anniversary Fort Langley
6 Apr Dance 26 May Whisky Tea Dance
; Vancouver Branch
13 Apr Bellingham Monthly Dance 3 Jun Spring Party
Vancouver Children’s i Vancouver
13 Apr Workshop & Tea Dance mid-June Dancing in the Park - starts
13Apr  |Nanaimo Workshop 22Jun  |BC Highland Games USCS

& Tea Dance

TAC SUMMER SCHOOL 2013
July 28 - August 4, 2013

at Mount Allison University, Sackville, New Brunswick, Canada

NEW OPTIONAL POST-SCHOOL SIGHTSEEING TOUR
OF PEI AND CAPE BRETON
tac-rscds.org

THE WHITE COCKADE
ONLINE VERSION

As alw r contributions are very welcome.
If you would like to write about a recent event
or announce an upcoming event, please do!
Short dance reports need only about 100 - 150 words.
Longer articles have about 400 - 450 words.
Photos are always needed.

A minimum of 1 - 2 MB each is required for printing.
There is one more issue for the 2012 - 2013 season.
The deadline is
10 April for the May/Aug issue
Email to editor@r vancouver.or

Inverglen Scottish Dancers photo Dean Cochrane

ELECTRONIC WHITE COCKADE
During our 2012-2013 season, an electronic version of the White Cockade
has been made available to everyone accessing our
rscdsvancouver.org website.
Starting in the 2013-2014 season, RSCDS Vancouver Branch
will offer a $10 discount on either a single or joint membership fee
when the electronic copy of the newsletter
is selected on the membership form.
We will restrict access to the electronic White Cockade to MEMBERS ONLY.
The White Cockade will continue to be available in its current paper format
to all who do not claim the $10 discount.

However, we encourage everyone to take advantage of this offer.
Jennifer Shearman

Publication of the White Cockade is the first of September, November, January, March
and May. Please send subscriptions and changes of address to
Patsy Jamieson, Membership Secretary, RSCDS Vancouver Branch,
c/o Scottish Cultural Centre, 8886 Hudson Street, Vancouver BC V6P 4N2
or email membership@rscdsvancouver.org
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