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RSCDS Vancouver Branch 
Board of Directors 2011-2012

A new Board of Directors was elected at the Annual General Meeting held September 30, 2011

OFFICERS  

Chair     Paul Lowe    chair@rscdsvancouver.org           604.536.7660

Vice-Chair    Jennifer Shearman vicechair@rscdsvancouver.org         604.739.3096

Corresponding Secretary Vicki Downey   secretary@rscdsvancouver.org         604.298.9695

Recording Secretary  Drum Cavers                recordingsecretary@rscdsvancouver.org   604.435.2217

Treasurer    Stewart Cunningham  treasurer@rscdsvancouver.org     604.261.0162

Membership Secretary  Patsy Jamieson   membership@rscdsvancouver.org     604.929.4884

OTHER DIRECTORS

Events Coordinator  Isabel Bauder   events@rscdsvancouver.org      604.437.6887 

Children's Program Liaison Pat Cavers   children@rscdsvancouver.org     604.435.2217

Dancing Coordinator  Fran Caruth   dance@rscdsvancouver.org      604.922.6842

Publicity     Cathrine Conings  publicity@rscdsvancouver.org     604.299.6447

BC Highland Games Rep  Simon Scott             highlandgames@rscdsvancouver.org     604.925.9333

BOARD APPOINTMENTS

Archivist     Rosemary Coupe archives@rscdsvancouver.org     604.298.6552

Betwixt & Between Co-ord Fran Caruth   dance@rscdsvancouver.org      604.922.6842                                            

Betwixt & Between Co-ord Isabel Bauder  events@rscdsvancouver.org      604.437.6887 

Burns Supper Coordinator Pat Cavers   burns@rscdsvancouver.org      778.285.1242 

Ceilidh Director    Duncan MacKenzie  ceilidh@rscdsvancouver.org      604.536.9481

Dancing in the Park   Fran Caruth   dance@rscdsvancouver.org      604.922.6842

Dem Team Director  R. Blackhall-Peters   demteam@rscdsvancouver.org     604.530.0500

Heather Ball Chair   Mary Ann McDevitt heatherball@rscdsvancouver.org     604.929.2944

Love to Dance Workshop Fran Caruth   dance@rscdsvancouver.org      604.922.6842

Newsletter Editor   Eleanor Pedersen  editor@rscdsvancouver.org      604.538.4095

Safety Coordinator   Jennifer Shearman  safety@rscdsvancouver.org      604.739.3096

Web Site Manager   Stuart Somerville  web@rscdsvancouver.org      778.279.7769

OTHER CONTACTS

Teachers' Association   
of Canada Representative  Jean Wagstaff   tac@rscdsvancouver.org      604.464.8103

North Shore Children's 
Committee Chair   Maureen Hood          northshorechildren@rscdsvancouver.org     604.922.4406

United Scottish Cultural 
Society Representative  Stewart Cunningham uscs@rscdsvancouver.org      604.261.0162

frae the chair
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 I trust that you have all had a great summer and are all  rested up 
and full of vigour and anticipation for the line-up of Branch events 
planned for the coming year.
 Your participation in the Annual General Meeting on September 28th 
is both encouraged and appreciated.  This will be your opportunity to 
participate in the running of the Branch and determining our future 
direction.  The date was planned specifically to coincide with Duncan 
MacKenzie's monthly Ceilidh so that we can mix the social aspect of 
dancing with our business session.
 The first Branch function for the new year will  be Pearl's Welcome 
Back party on Saturday September 29th, the day following the AGM.  
Dancers from previous years and new dancers are invited to participate 
and dance to the great music of the Tartan Players.
 As this is my last Frae the Chair, I would like to thank all of you for 
your support during my Chairmanship.  Believe me, we have a wonderful 
group of members who serve on the Board, chair and participate in 
various committees and who regularly help out at Branch events.  The 
reward has been to see so many smiling faces on the dance floor.

Paul Lowe

Branch Annual General Meeting
 The Annual General Meeting of the Vancouver Branch of the RSCDS 
will  be held at 7:00 pm on Friday, September 28, 2012, at the Scottish 
Cultural Centre, 8886 Hudson St., Vancouver.  This is your chance to 
have input into the activities of the Branch, to vote in the election of 
Directors and Officers to the Board and to hear reports on last year’s 
activities.  After the meeting, you are invited to participate in Duncan 
MacKenzie’s first ceilidh of the new season.
 Returning to the Board for the second year of their 2 year term will  
be: Corresponding Secretary, Vicki Downey; Events Coordinator, Isabel 
Bauder; Publicity Director, Cathrine Conings; Membership Secretary, 
Patsy Jamieson and Highland Games Representative, Simon Scott.  
The Nominating Committee chaired by Jean Wagstaff and Ed Wagstaff 
has proposed the following slate of additional  Directors and Officers for a 
new 2 year term for 2012-2014: Chair, Jennifer Shearman; Vice-Chair, 
Gerry Stensgaard; Recording Secretary, Drum Cavers; Member at 
Large, Sue Sochasky and for a new 1 year term for 2012-2013: 
Treasurer, Stewart Cunningham.  Paul Lowe will serve one year as 
Past-Chair.
 Any two members of the Branch may nominate a candidate for any 
Board position.  Nominations may be mailed to the Corresponding 
Secretary at the Scottish Cultural Centre or presented at the AGM.  The 
written consent of any nominee is required if he or she is not present at 
the AGM.
 A complete package comprising the minutes of last year’s AGM, the 
financial statements for 2011-2012, nominations and reports will be 
posted to the Branch website by September 21, 2012.  A hard copy of 
this package will be available upon request from the Corresponding 
Secretary prior to the AGM.                 Paul Lowe
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Saturday Sept 29           PEARL’S WELCOME BACK DANCE
Scottish Cultural Centre                 7:30 pm                        $15 at the door

Live music by the Tartan Players 
An easy program to welcome everyone back to the new dance season.

All dances will be briefed with one walk through. 
Legend: *** More difficult dances
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Sunday, October 14�         WHITE ROCK FALL WORKSHOP
Sullivan Hall     9.30 am        $10

6303 152 Street, Surrey              Teacher:  Maureen Lyon

Advanced Class from 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
This is a challenging workshop for advanced 
dancers who are experienced in all aspects of 
formation and steps. It is taught at a fast pace 
suitable for dancers who show excellent 
phrasing, good deportment, good handling and 
an understanding of how formations flow 
together to complete the whole pattern of the 
dance.
Intermediate & Beginner dancers will  be 
instructed from 1:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
This is an intermediate class, not for rank 
beginners. The dances will include new and old 

formations in dances which any level could master and enjoy. Special 
attention will be given to formations and steps which often present 
difficulties to less experienced dancers. If you feel that you are not 
familiar with ALL Scottish Country Dance formations, this is your level.  
Discuss with your regular teacher for advice. To register contact - Laurie 
Lang 604-944-6678  ljreel@telus.net  or Gerda Barwieck 604-531-4595  
gerdab@shaw.ca                    Gerda Barwieck

Saturday, September 1                                         FALL FROLIC
West End Community Centre 7.30 - 11 pm                   $15 
870 Denman St., Vancouver    
West End Scottish Country Dance Club 
is proud to present the second FALL FROLIC
Music by Ken Nattrass and Ron Krug     
Parking available.  
A donation of a plate of food would be very much appreciated

Denise Cunningham

Fall Frolic Programme
............................. ............The Brudenell Jig J A Second Book of Graded SCD

...................... .................................MacDonald of the Isle S Glendarroch SCD
....................... ..................................................Flowers of Edinburgh R Book 1

......... ................................................The Laird of Milton's Daughter J  Book 22
............................... ................................................Dream Catchers S  Book 45

.......................... .....................The Black Black Oil R J Drewry Deeside Book 2
Intermission

.......................................... .................................................EH3 7AF J Book 40 
.............................. .................................................The Silver Tassie S Leaflets
.............................. .....................................................Marie's Wedding R Cosh

....................... .................................................The Diamond Jubilee J Book 31
......................... ..............................................Minister on the Loch S 4 for 2008

..................... ................................................Deil amang the Tailors R Book 14

Programme for Pearl’s Welcome Back Social
......................... ................The Happy Meeting 6 x 32  J  RSCDS Book 29

.................................... ............Society Piper 8 x 32  R Goldring, 10 Social
..................... ................Balquidder Strathspey  8 x 32  S RSCDS Book 24

................................. ...............It's Nae Bother 6 x 32  J  2nd Graded Book

................................. ..............Shiftin Bobbins 8 x 32  R Clowes, Ormskirk
............ ................The Gardener's Fantasia *** 3 x 32  S RSCDS Book 46

............... ..............The Lass of Richmond Hill 8 x 32  R 2nd Graded Book
............................ ..........The Rothsay Rant 4 x 32  J  Holden, Birmingham

........................ ...............College Hornpipe *** 8 x 32  R RSCDS Book 20
............... ..........MacDonald of the Isles *** 3 x 32  S Haynes, Carnforth 2

............................... ................Well Done Jack  8 x 32  J  RSCDS Book 29
.................. ..................Reel of the Royal Scots  8 x 32  R RSCDS Leaflet

Friday,  Sept 28                                              CEILIDH  DANCE
Scottish Cultural Centre  7 pm class          $10 adults
8886 Hudson Street  8 pm dance        $8 students

Come ceilidh dancing after the AGM.

Monday, Sept 10     WELCOME SOCIAL & REGISTRATION
The Scottish Cultural Centre           7:30 pm            no charge                                     
Come and register for your Vancouver Branch classes and stay for an 
evening of dancing.                                      Fran Caruth

Friday,  October 19                                        CEILIDH  DANCE
Scottish Cultural Centre  7 pm class          $10 adults
8886 Hudson Street  8 pm dance        $8 students

Come along to Duncan’s Ceilidh for great exercise and a lot of fun.
Ceilidh Dance at the Scottish Cultural Centre                                photo Duncan MacKenzie

Fran Caruth
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classes

The Programme Class continues on Wednesday Evenings 
at the Scottish Cultural Centre

Learn the dances for upcoming socials; suitable for all dancers who are 
familiar with the steps and basic formations of Scottish Country Dancing

Wednesday Nights 7:30 to 9:30  Drop in Fee: $6.00

Monday Nights 7:30 to 9:30 at the Scottish Cultural Centre
EVERYONE IS WELCOME
There will be two class levels:

Beginner/Intermediate and Higher Intermediate/Experienced
Dancing starts: September 10, 2012 with registration and a social

Fall Term: September 10 to December 3 (Thanksgiving October 8 – no class)
Christmas Ceilidh: December 10, 2012

Winter Term: January 14 to April 8, 2013
Spring Ceilidh: April 15, 2013

Fees:  $60 for each term  $6.00 Drop-in
All students require RSCDS membership ($50)

Teachers: Katherine Shearman (Level I); Mary Murray (Level II)
Spring Term: Drop in Classes for Technique and Dances with a Difference

April 22, 2013 to May 27, 2013

North Vancouver Children’s Classes
  Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced

Teachers:  Pat Johnson, Maureen Hood, Colette Hamner
  Mickey MacDougal, 23rd & Lonsdale Ave, North Vancouver

Classes are on Saturdays
 Beginners:  9am-10am       Intermediate:  10am-11am  

Advanced:  11am-12:30 pm.
 Start date is 15 September 2012

  Beginner:  $65     Intermediate:  $65     Advanced:  $75
Information  604 922 4406

Scottish Country Dancing for Children
Ages 6 – 10         5:30 – 6:30 pm          Cost: TBA
 I plan to start Wednesday, 12 September 2012

The class will run from September to end of April
Laurie Lang     604-944-6678      ljreel@telus.net

Sullivan Hall  at 64th Avenue & 152nd Street, Surrey, BC

Saturday October 20                 GLENEAGLES FALL DANCE
Christ the Redeemer Church  7.30 pm       $10
595 Keith Road, just east of Taylor Way, West Vancouver

Fri-Sat October 26-27  BELLINGHAM WORKSHOP & BALL
Workshop Teachers: Mary Murray, Vancouver, BC and David Newitt, San 
Francisco.  Live Musicians for classes.  Band for the Ball will  be Calum 
MacKinnon, Ryan McKasson, Liz Donaldson and Ginny Snowe.  The ball 
again will be held at the fabulous Majestic Ballroom.  Call Mary 360 933 
1779 or email andersonmary41@comcast.net             Mary Anderson

Monday November 12           LADY ABERDEEN TEA DANCE
Scottish Cultural Centre          1 pm                 $10
The Glenayre Club is pleased to host this year’s tea dance.  As this is 
always a well  attended dance, a small  item to add to the food table would 
be appreciated. In keeping with tradition, profits from this event will be 
donated to local charities.                  Jean Wagstaff

Thursday Morning Social Class
Laurie Lang is the new instructor for this class 

Welcome dancers    Dance requests     
Learn and/or review formations

Starts Thursday, 13 September 2012
10:00 am – 12:00 noon   $5 drop-in

 Laurie Lang 604-944-6678  ljreel@telus.net
Scottish Cultural Centre   8886 Hudson St., Vancouver

....................... .........................A Ring of Friendship  J  Grant, Laurel Coll. 
........................ ........................Belle of Bon Accord  S  Drewry, Deeside 2 
...................... ...............................Flowers of Edinburgh  R   RSCDS Bk. 1 

......... ....................Miss Johnstone of Ardrossan  J  Goldring, 14 for 2000 
.................................... ......................Silver Tassie  S  Drewry, Bon Accord 

........................ ..............................Montgomeries Rant  R  RSCDS Bk. 10 
.................... ..................Piper and the Penguin  R  Goldring, Scotia Suite 

.................................... .............................Quarries Jig  J   RSCDS Bk. 36 
..................................... ........................Moray Rant  S  Drewry, Silver City 

................. ..............................Reel of the 51st Division  R  RSCDS Bk. 13 
..................... .........................Lass of Richmond Hill  R  RSCDS Graded 2 

....................... ..............Seton's Ceilidh Band  J  Fordyce, Morison's Bush 
............................... ..............................Dream Catcher  S  RSCDS Bk. 45 
............................... .....................Lady Aberdeen  R  Maureen Lyon, 2011 

................................... ..............................Pelorus Jack  J  RSCDS Bk. 41 
................... .....................MacDonald of the Isles  S  Haynes, Carnforth 2 
.................. .............................Reel of the Royal Scots  R  RSCDS Leaflet 

................... .........................................Royal Deeside Railway  R Book 40
................................... ..........................................Highland Fair J 99 More
................................. .........................................Wisp of Thistle S Book 37

.................. .........................................Links with St Petersburg  J  Book 46
................................. .........................................Maxwell’s Rant R Book 18

....................... ........................................Dance with your Soul S Boehmer
................................. .........................................Sandy Butterly  J Brandon
................................ .........................................Catch the Wind H Book 45
................................ .........................................Castle Douglas S Goldring

.................................... ...............................................Such Beauty  J Scott
....................... ...........................................Flowers of Edinburgh R Book 1

................................... .................................................Abernethy Jig J Will
................................. .........................................Dream Catcher S Book 45

.......................... ..........................................Best Set in the Hall J Book 46
............................. ..............................Australian Ladies R Canadian book

......................... .........................................Minister on the Loch S Goldring
................................... .........................................Falls of Rogie R Attwood

................... .........................................Reel of the Royal Scots R Goldring
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CPR Training
On May 12th and May 29th CPR training courses were held at Riverview 
Hospital in  Coquitlam.  At $10 per person this was surely the ‘bargain of 
the century’.   RSCDS Vancouver wishes to thank Sue Sochasky for 
providing this certificated training course.  Seventeen of our dancers 
completed the training to join the other dancers who already hold current 
certificates.  
The Board wishes to promote safe dancing and hopes that you will all 
endeavour to conduct classes and socials with a view to ensuring that we 
continue to enjoy this amazing pastime in good health. 
Future CPR courses will be arranged if there is further demand.  Please 
email safety@rscdsvancouver.org or telephone Jennifer at 604-739-3096 if 
you are interested in participating in another session.           Jennifer Shearman

Teacher Training Programme
The Vancouver Branch is hoping to offer the Scottish Country Dance 
Teacher Training Program from October 2012 through to April 2013 with 
the examinations being in early May 2013. The training for the Preliminary 
Certificate has three separate components: (1) Learning the material 
outlined in the RSCDS Manual (2) Practicing and being examined in your 
own personal dancing and (3) the first part of teaching practice. In total 
there are about forty hours of tuition. The senior tutor is Mary Murray. If 
you are interested in being a Scottish Country Dance teacher and believe 
that you are a suitable candidate, please contact Fran (course administrator) 
at 604-922-6842.                       Fran Caruth

�e Saskatchewan Branch of �e
�oyal Sco�ish Coun�y Dance Socie�

is having its 32nd annual workshop, banquet and ba� on Sep	mber �e 29�

and 30� 2012.  A� are invi	d, a� are welcome.  
e 	achers are Irene
�a	rson and Fred Demarse.  
e musicians are none o�er �an Ken
�a�rass and Ron Krug.  It wi� be held in beau
�l Saska�on. For more
informa
on I invi	 you � our web si	 at: www.rscdssask.org.  
Regis�a
on deadline is 15 Sep	mber 2012.     Ron McLean RSCDS Saskatchewan

TWELTH NIGHT MASKED BALL
at the beautiful and historic Ashton Villa Ball Room in Galveston, Texas

4 - 6 January 2013    Houston District RSCDS
Music by Judi Nicolson and Andy Imbrie

Special rates at the Hilton Galveston Island Resort Hotel
www.twelthnight-maskedball.org

register by 1 Nov 2012  mikerachel@gmail.com

The 50th Tartan Ball
�oron� RSCDS is celebra
ng its
�OLDEN ANNIVERSAR�

on 16 February 2013

at �e Fairmont Royal York Ho	l, Toron�
�ww.rscds�ron�.org racic@sympa
co.ca

phone 416 253 6018 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING IN THE ROCKIES
Banff Workshop & Ball        6 - 8 October 2012

Teachers - Sue Porter, Scotland   Ron Wallace, USA
Marjorie McLaughlin, USA    Simon Scott, Vancouver, BC

Band - Laird Brown and the Scottish Accent
Registrar - Ilo Torgerson 1 403 273 6579

email torgeri@shaw.ca    www.rscdscalgary.org
Still a few places left - Janyn Bertram  (18 August)

Inverglen Scottish Dancers Children’s Classes Fall 2012
Sandra Crosby is the teacher at the following three locations

Vancouver Scottish Cultural Centre 
Classes are on Monday afternoons and start 10th September 2012 for ages 3-adult     

Information   604-605-0890

Kerrisdale Community Centre 
Classes are on Tuesday afternoons and start 11th September 2012 for ages 3-14

Kerrisdale Community Centre takes registration - call 604-257-8100

Abbotsford 
3855 Old Clayburn Road, Abbotsford

Classes are held Wednesday - Friday for ages 3 to adult 
Start date 5th September 2012     Information  1-604-850-1605

website:   www.inverglenscottishdancers.com    email:   inverglendance@shaw.ca



GROUP LEVEL TEACHER LOCATION ADDRESS CITY DAY TIME START FEE INFO

Vancouver Branch Beg-Int Kathrine Shearman Scottish Cultural Centre 8886 Hudson Street Vancouver Mon 7:30 p.m. Sept. 10 $60 H.S. 604-922-6842 

Vancouver Branch 
Higher Int 

Exp 
Mary Murray Scottish Cultural Centre 8886 Hudson Street Vancouver Mon 7:30 p.m. Sept. 10 $60 H.S. 604-922-6842 

Vancouver Branch Programme Various Teachers Scottish Cultural Centre 8886 Hudson Street Vancouver Wed 7:30 p.m. Sept. 12 $6 drop-in 604-922-6842 

Burnaby  Beg Cathrine Conings Edmonds Community Centre 7282 Kingsway Burnaby Mon 7:30 p.m. Sept. 10 $45 H.S. 604-299-6447 

Burnaby Exp Rosemary Coupe Edmonds Community Centre 7282 Kingsway Burnaby Mon 7:30 p.m. Sept. 10 $45 H.S. 604-298-6552 

Glenayre Beg
Jean Wagstaff &

Fran Hillier Burquest Jewish Comm. Ctr. 2860 Dewdney Trunk  Coquitlam Tues 7:00 p.m. Sept. 11 $60 F.S. 604-464-8103 

Glenayre Gen 
Jean Wagstaff &

Fran Hillier Burquest Jewish Comm. Ctr. 2860 Dewdney Trunk  Coquitlam Tues 7:30 p.m. Sept. 11 $60 F.S.  604-464-8103 

The annual RSCDS Branch membership fee is $50 for 1 member and $35 for a 2nd member at the same address.

It is required for the following classes and is not included in the fees below.             F.S. = Full Session      H.S. = Half Session

GROUP LEVEL TEACHER LOCATION ADDRESS CITY DAY TIME START FEE INFO

Bellingham Gen Mary Anderson Fairhaven Public Library 1117 12th Street Bellingham Wed 7:00 p.m. Sept. 5 $140 F.S. 360-933-1779 

Bellingham Adv Tech Mary Anderson Fairhaven Public Library 1117 12th Street Bellingham 
3rd Fri 
only 7:30 p.m. Oct. 19 $8 drop-in  360-933-1779 

Deep Cove Beg-Int Kay Sutherland Parkgate Community Centre 3625 Banff Court  North Vancouver Tues 7:30 p.m. Sept. 25 $65 H.S. 604-929-2866 

Deep Cove Exp Dorothy Hargreaves Parkgate Community Centre 3625 Banff Court  North Vancouver Mon 7.30 p.m. Sept. 17 $65 H.S. 604-929-2866 

Delta Borderers Gen Ruth Jappy Tomsett School 9671 Odlin Road Richmond Thurs 7:30 p.m. Sept. 20 T.B.A. 604-594-6807 

Fort Langley Gen Rebecca B-Peters 
Fort Langley 

Community Hall 9167 Glover Road Fort Langley Tues 7:30 p.m.  Sept. 11 $50 H.S. 604-576-6371 

Gleneagles Beg-Int Louise Murphy Hollyburn School 1329 Duchess West Vancouver Mon 7:30 p.m. Sept. 17 $130 F.S. 604-987-3792 

Gleneagles Gen Simon Scott Hollyburn School 1329 Duchess West Vancouver Wed 7:30 p.m. Sept. 12 $130 F.S. 604-925-9333 

Gleneagles Challenge Simon Scott Hollyburn School 1329 Duchess West Vancouver Tues 7:30 p.m. Sept. 18 $130 F.S. 604-925-9333 

Inverary Step Barbara Campbell French School 1555 West 7th Ave Vancouver Wed 8:15 p.m. Sept 19 $150 H.S. 604-943-6344

Kerrisdale Seniors Gen Ron Arrowsmith Kerrisdale Comm. Centre 5851 West Boulevard Vancouver Tues 1:30 p.m. Sept. 11 $25 H.S.  604-257-8109 

Richmond Reelers Social 
Cathie Kerr  

Joan Tweedie Minoru Cultural Centre 180-7700 Minoru Gate Richmond Tues 7:00 p.m. Sept. 11 T.B.A. 
604-277-3398
604-274-7904

Thursday Morning Social Laurie Lang Scottish Cultural Centre 8886 Hudson Street Vancouver Thurs 10:00 a.m. Sept. 13 $5 drop-in 604-944-6678

West End Beg-Int 
Duncan MacKenzie & 
Denise Cunningham 

West End Community Centre 870 Denman Street Vancouver Tues. 7:30 p.m. Sept. 11
$6 drop-in 
or $65 H.S. 604-261-0162 

West Point Grey Int-Social Irene Vavasour W. Point Grey Comm. Centre 4397 West 2nd Avenue Vancouver Wed 8:00 p.m. Sept.19
$39 H.S. 

or  $4 drop-in 604-222-4980 

West Van Seniors Beg-Int Maureen Hood West Van. Seniors’ Centre 695 21st Street West Vancouver Tues 2:00 p.m. Sept. 25 $46.75 H.S. 604-922-4406 

West Van Seniors’ 
Centre Friday Class Int-Adv Louise Murphy West Van. Seniors’ Centre 695 21st Street West Vancouver Fri. 10:35 a.m. Sept 21 TBA 604-987-3792 

White Rock Beg Maureen Lyon Sullivan Hall 6306 152nd Street Surrey Wed 7:00 p.m. Sept. 5 $55 H.S. 604-536-1367 

White Rock  Int-Adv Maureen Lyon Sullivan Hall 6306 152nd Street Surrey Wed 8:00 p.m. Sept. 5 $55 H.S. 604-536-1367 

The annual RSCDS Branch membership fee is optional but recommended for the following classes.  It is not included in the fees below.

Vancouver Area Scottish Country Dance Classes for 2012-2013 
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DANCING NEWS

photos Kerry McDevitt

White Rock Club May Dance
   The summer has ended and classes start again September 5, 2012 at 
Sullivan Hall.  Our May 5th dance seems so long ago.  Due to hall 
problems the dance had to be held Saturday night instead of Sunday 
afternoon.  Lively music  was provided by Jim Lindsay from Scotland and 
our own Bill  O’Donnell.  It was a great end to our dancing season with 
about 100 dancers attending.  The Ceilidh, held May 3rd at the Elks Hall 
in White Rock, was a smashing success as well.  A picnic  is planned for 
Sunday, September 9th.  Maureen Lyon will instruct a Fall  workshop on 
Sunday, October 14 at Sullivan Hall.  Fee is $10 per session. Details are 
in the Dancing Dates on page 5.         Gerda Barwieck

Fort Langley Whisky Tea Dance
   The May 27 dance was the last of the regular club season. It truly was 
a wonderful affair again with an interesting programme including a 
number of dances by the late Roy Goldring, super music with fiddler 
Ryan MacKasson and pianist Lisa Scott, great MC’ing by Rebecca and 
ending with the scrumptious “tea” as well  as the famous strawberries. It 
was, altogether a splendid affair with dancers from all  over, including two 
from New Zealand, and all abilities, including one who came from the 
Ceilidh Dancing to his first ever RSCDS dance.                Duncan MacKenzie

photo Inverglen Scottish Dancers

A Celtic Journey at Magee
   The Inverglen Scottish Dancers performed their year-end recital at 
Magee Secondary School  theatre in Vancouver on June 9, 2012.  
Although they have performed for more than 30 years in many parts of 
the world, it was the first time the school had held its recital anywhere in 
Vancouver. The large appreciative audience enjoyed the show.  As well 
as traditional highland and country dances there were novelty dances 
devised by instructor Sandra Crosby such as The Midges and Railway 
Porter.  Piper Kevin Watsyk played for some of the dances. He is a 
former dance student of Inverglen and now plays with the New 
Westminster Police Pipe Band. The dancers aged 3 to 23 attend classes 
in Abbotsford and Vancouver. Their next performance will be at the PNE 
on Sept 3.  For more info on Fall  classes and non-competitive dancing, 
see the website at www.inverglenscottishdancers.com           Chris Herbert

Children’s Workshop and Dance
 On April  21 the Delbrook Scottish Country Dancers enjoyed lots of 
dancing, a hat parade, games and afternoon tea.  Many thanks to our 
instructors; Carolyn Hutcheon, Louise Murphy, Katherine Shearman and 
Colette Hamner.  Thanks to all  our volunteers and also Drum and Pat 
Cavers, Fran Hillier (music  master), Angus McKinnon (fiddler) and Pat 
Johnson (The Easter Bunny) for a fine job!!                 Maureen Hood

photo Drum Cavers

photo Kerry McDevitt
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 Disappointment usually  arises when 
expectations are unfulfilled, therefore 
by  employing this formula and keeping 
expectations low one will never be 
disappointed. 
  On 15th June I returned to Salt 
Spring Island after three years for 
Simply  Scottish 2.  Those of  us who 
had enjoyed the first workshop in 
2009 had built up a picture so vivid 
and raised expectations so high that 
this  time 30 Lower Mainland dancers 

attended and comprised the largest  single group. Other passengers on BC 
Ferries were amused as Jean Wagstaff  led us through the dances on the deck, 
listing with the roll of  the waves as we crossed Georgia Straight.  We were in high 
spirits by the time we arrived at Long Harbour.
 The total number of  registrants was 130 and ranged geographically  from 
Inverness to Oregon and yes all of  our expectations were met and exceeded.  No 
one was disappointed.
 The classes were taught by  Elaine Brunken, Geoff  Selling and Mary  Murray, 
all respected teachers of  Scottish Country  Dance.  Music was provided by  Mary 
Ross, John Taylor and David Mostardi.
 The good people of  this tiny  island proved yet again to be up to the 
challenge.   Dancers and those who do not dance, business owners, taxi drivers 
all pulled together to turn this  into another memorable event.  In one instance a 
client  in a beauty  salon, overhearing a request for billets, spontaneously  offered 
assistance.   Such is the spirit of  this island.   My  personal belief  is that Salt Spring 
Island is the centre of  the universe drawing people from all over the world.  How 
they  find their way  to this tiny  speck of  an island remains a mystery  or perhaps 
like me, they too, are drawn by the sense of community and the island life style. 
 The dance program consisted of  many  well known favourites and two new 
dances devised by  Salt  Spring teachers, Richard Bennett and Gail Sibley.  
“Sandy’s Scotch Broth” was written for one of  their own and although Sandy 
himself no longer dances he turned out in full kilted glory to enjoy the evening.
 Club president, Catherine Bennett summed it up in her closing address 
quoting from Field of  Dreams, “If  you build it  they  will come”, and yes build it  and 
we will happily  come again. In keeping with tradition we joined hands smiling and 
crying to Auld Lang Syne. Well done and thank you to the people of  Salt Spring 
Island.                          Patricia Hollingdale

Dancing on Salt Spring Island

    photo Kerry McDevitt

   We were never quite sure how long the rain would hold off  but it did until about 
5:00 pm in the late afternoon when it poured and, very  sadly, managed to wash 
out the mass band performances.  However, we presented our six sets of 
dancers for the Mass Dancing Demonstration and, for yet another year, it was a 
brilliant performance.  Many  thanks to Mary  Murray  who choreographed and 
trained the group and to Jean Wagstaff  who organized us all to be there.  It was a 
splendid effort by everyone.  Thank You.                              Fran Caruth

  The 2012 BC Highland Games were held on 23 June as usual at  Percy  Perry 
Stadium in Coquitlam.  The weather did not look promising at 7 am but it 
gradually  improved and by  9 there were glimpses of  sunshine and soon there 
was enough blue sky  to make a pair of  sailor’s  pants which was a weather 
indication used by  my  aunt when I was young.  It stayed dry  until the Grade 1 
Pipe Band competition and the eventual downpour meant the massed bands 
were cancelled – too bad as that is always stirring and impressive.  However 
after the rain on Friday  night we should be very  thankful indeed.  Both the 
Massed Dancing and the Demonstration Team performances were well received.   
There were over 70 Scottish Country  Dancers participating in these two events 
which was excellent.  A huge bouquet to both Mary  Murray  and Rebecca 
Blackhall-Peters for leading their respective teams and also to everyone who 
came along to show the audience what a fun pastime this is.  Cathrine and 
volunteers manned the RSCDS tent and may have got a few folk interested in 
coming along.                     Duncan MacKenzie

Mass Dancing BC Games 2012                                                         photo Rosemary Coupe

   The Demonstration Team was the largest team we’ve ever presented I believe 
and was drawn from the Vancouver Scottish Country  Dance Team, the Tam 
O’Shanter Dancers and several other SCD Clubs in the area.            Sandy Caruth

Demonstration Team BC Games 2012                                       photo Fran Caruth

dancing at the highland games
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   With Portland providing relatively  easy  access from BC, it attracted some 30 
plus BC dancers who arrived via, road, rail, air and sea.  There were dancers 
from all over Canada and the USA as well as Australia,  New Zealand and 
France, and a special visitor from Scotland, Ruth Beattie,  Chairman of  the 
RSCDS.
   How did I find the experience? 
Fantastic!   The accommodation 
was adequate and the meals 
were....well, let’s just  say  that I 
didn’t starve!  But then I was there 
to dance, and dance I did, 
encouraged by  great teachers and 
musicians.
   I didn’t mention the ‘after’ 
parties....loads of  fun at the end of 
the day,  some of  us just to put our 
feet  up and listen to music played by  not only  the core musicians, but many  of 
the other talented dancer/musicians among us.   Others got  up to dance some 
more, but for most of us this was a time to socialize with old and new friends.
   In conclusion, I would encourage all dancers of  all levels and capabilities to 
consider attending a TAC Summer School – it’s not an event catering solely  for 
teachers,  but an opportunity  to spend a week to work on your personal skills, 
meet new friends and have lots of fun.                  Jean Wagstaff

photos Katherine Shearman, Sandy Caruth and Annabel Herdman

tac summer school 2012
 TAC (Teachers Association of  Canada) celebrated it’s 40th Summer School in 
Oregon this year at the Portland State University, July 29th through August 5th.

    Summer School is a week long event featuring 3 hr dance classes for 
everyone every  morning, followed by  optional classes in the afternoon with titles 
such as “Tricky  Transitions”, “Birls & Twirls”, “Formation Focus”, and even a 
chance to have a personal critique. 
 For evening activities; dances with special themes; there was a “70s Night” 
and a “Red & White Night” in celebration of  the Summer School Ruby 
anniversary.  A concert featuring the core musicians; Old Time dancing led by 
Ruth & Alex Jappy; A Ceilidh with a great variety  of  acts (including David Queen 
playing the fiddle and dancing the Seann Triubhas at the same time!)
 Optional tours around the Portland area were organized for the Wednesday 
afternoon; to the Columbia Gorge & Multnomah Falls, a trip to the country  side 
visiting a couple of  local wineries,  and a Brewbus tour to some of  Portland’s 
Microbreweries.  To wind up the week’s activities, on Saturday  evening there was 
a wine reception followed by a formal Banquet and Ball.
 Core Teachers for this year were: Jean Dodds, Linden Park, Australia; Gary 
Thomas,  Santa Rosa, California; Ruth Jappy, Delta,BC; David Queen, Southport, 
England; Ron Wallace, Santa Rosa,  California.  We were all able to sample each 
teachers’ unique approach to the dance.  A variety  of  selected Teachers provided 
tuition for the afternoon classes.

 Musicians were: Laird Brown, Brampton, Ontario (accordion, drums); Don 
Wood, Toronto, Ontario (Guitar & Pianist); Deby  Benton Grosjean, Aptos, 
California (fiddle); Andy  Imbrie, Santa Clara,  California (Piano); Ian Muir, 
Glasgow, Scotland (accordion); Judi Nicolson, Shetland Isles now Katy, Texas 
(fiddle);  Frank Thomson, Aberdeen, Scotland (accordion).   They  played 
individually  for the morning and afternoon classes,  then played together for the 4 
evening socials and the formal ball at  the end of  the week.  The musicians also 
treated us to a concert one evening, during which they  played various forms of 
music besides Scottish, highlighting their individual talents.

Dancing in the Park
   The Parks Board scheduled us an extra night this year (11 in total) but 
unfortunately  we’ve been rained out  for two evenings and have our fingers 
crossed for the last couple of  evenings. The highlight of  this season must surely 
have been an appearance by  the Vancouver Police Pipe Band. They  looked 
great,  they  played beautifully  and provided great pleasure for a crowd of  almost 
200 people – dancers and park visitors.  That same evening, the Vancouver 
Branch Demonstration Team also entertained us, so our official opening night this 
year was very special. 

    But, we had other special nights too.  The Burnaby  Club sponsored the 
Vancouver Fiddle Orchestra to provide live music for an evening of  dance and 
the West End Club with funding support from the Vancouver Branch, engaged 
Mary Ross and her accordion band to play for a full evening of dance.
   There were of  course many  other nights with great programmes and music 
provided by  our local teachers.   Many  thanks to them all.  A special thank you to 
Gill and Richard Beattie and Pat and Drum Cavers who fetched and carried 
sound equipment each evening and also swept the pebbles off  the black top. 
Thank you all.            Fran Caruth - Program Coordinator
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   The Tams' evening performance at the Retazos Contemporary  Dance 
Theatre was aired twice on Cuban National TV which is viewed throughout Latin 
America.  In our final performance in the Plaza Vieja,  the Tams led hundreds of 
people in the audience into a gigantic circle to sing Auld Lang Syne. Now this 
was one for the Guinness Book of World Records!
 You may  wonder why  Scottish Country  Dancing was so well received in 
Cuba.   As noted in Celtic Life Magazine, the descendants of  immigrants to Cuba 
have carried on the musical traditions.  They  play  a gaita which is a Spanish 
Cuban bagpipe and they  also love the celtic uilleann pipes.  Several world class 
pipers were there from Ireland: Gabriel McKeon, Paddy  Keenan, Michael 
Kennedy  and Donnacha Dwyer.  From Canada there were some East Coast 
fiddlers: Roy  Johnstone from PEI and Rosie MacKenzie and Chrissey  Crowley 
from Nova Scotia. 

 Before the trip, the Tams requested donations from local companies and 
musicians to help the poorer people in Havana and the response was over-
whelming.   As well as school and medical supplies, we passed along hundreds 
of  saxophone and clarinet reeds,  music books, 13 sets  of  new drumsticks, a 
clarinet, 8 penny  whistles, 2 wooden flutes, 4 harmonicas, a ukulele, bongo 
drums and over 70 sets of strings for guitar, banjo and mandolin. 
 The Tams were fortunate to obtain tickets to enjoy  the beauty  and talent of  
both the National and Spanish Ballet companies of  Cuba in the Grand Teatro.  We 
took a walking tour around Castillo del Morro,  a Spanish castle fortress built in 
1589 to guard the entrance to Havana Bay.  We saw the endless parade of 
classic  cars from the 50s, a reminder of  an opulent and flamboyant  time long 
past, and we rode in horse drawn carriages to view the architecture of  the 
exquisitely restored theatres, casinos and hotels.  
    On a wonderful day  trip to the province of  Pinar del Rio 200 km west of  
Havana, our tour guide Conrado, "Our Man in Havana", kept saying, "I'm going to 
tell you something and it is amazing".  And it was!  The Valley  of  Vinales is 
spectacular with The Mogotes, beautiful limestone rock formations covered with 
vegetation creating a unique landscape which is a Unesco World Heritage Site.  
Here,  deep underground caves containing huge stalactites and stalagmites end 
at an underground river where a boat takes tourists back out of the caves.     
 This  is  a country  of  many  contradictions on the edge of  many  changes.  
Investing countries such as Canada, Mexico, Venezuela and Argentina are 
knocking at Cuba's door. We saw many  good things, bad things, many  happy 
things, sad things,  people who live without a dream but have found happiness 
and some hope in a way  of  life so difficult but  uncomplicated.  It was a humbling 
experience when compared to some of  our values.   But through our medium of 
music and dance,  we found no borders, no politics, only  a shared love for the joy 
of dancing.                Cheryl Jorgensen

                   photos Sue Aspinall and Margaret MacKenzie

 The Tam O' Shanter Scottish Country  Dancers based in White Rock, BC, 
visited Cuba from 13 - 23 April this year where we performed several times at the 
International Dance Festival in Old Havana.  Cuba hosted this event for dancers 
and musicians from Russia, Angola, Mexico, several European and South 
American countries as well as Canada.
     Scottish culture and heritage is tightly  woven into Canada's multi-cultural 
fabric.  Through dance demonstrations, the Tams strive to promote this aspect of 
our history  and culture.  Never has this been more successful than in our visit to 
Cuba,  a country  so passionate about music and dance.  The enthusiasm and 
participation of  the audiences in Scottish Country  Dancing left  the Tams 
awestruck.   In the Plaza de Armas and Plaza Vieja, hundreds of  Cubans and 
tourists  participated in the workshops and ceilidh dancing led by  our instructor, 
Maureen Lyon.  Also attending the classes were students from a highly  qualified 
Cuban ballet school. The children were amazing!  Their quickness in learning the 
dance steps indicated their natural abilities and their inherent cultural love 
for music and dance.   It brought us all so close together, sharing the time with 
love and generosity. Their display  of  warmth and affection punctuated by  the 
hugs and kisses is the highlight of  our Cuban adventure and the memory  which 
stands out above all about these warm and kind people.

celtfest cuba 2012

The Tam O’Shanters’ workshop for Cuban children in Plaza de Armas, Havana

 In so many ways Havana is the ideal host for a Celtic Festival; the Cuban Capital has 
been a crossroads of culture for centuries.  Though primarily of Spanish heritage, Havana 
is a mecca of multiculturalism.  The Celts are here also, some directly from Ireland, 
Scotland and Wales.  Most, however, are from the regions of Galicia and Asturias in 
northwestern Spain.  The colonization of the new world by those peoples brought with it a 
myriad of music and dance traditions.  Those traditions are front and center at CeltFest 
Cuba 2012.  It is not a stretch to draw a line from jigs and reels to salsa and merengue; the 
cadence and structures are similar, drawing from the same rich, rhythmic roots.      
                    Stephen Clare, Celtic Life Magazine, Halifax, NS

 18
19



WELCOME TO THE ELECTRONIC VERSION OF 
THE WHITE COCKADE

Publication of the White Cockade is the first of 
September, November, January, March and May. 

Annual subscription is included in your 
$50 RSCDS Branch membership fee.  

 Please send subscriptions and changes of address to 
Patsy Jamieson, Membership Secretary, RSCDS Vancouver Branch, 

c/o Scottish Cultural Centre,
 8886 Hudson Street, Vancouver BC V6P 4N2 

or email membership@rscdsvancouver.org 

Many thanks to all 22 contributors for your input, both large and small,
to the September 2012 issue.

 As always, your contributions are very welcome.
If you would like to write about a recent event, please do!
   Short dance reports need only about 100 - 150 words.

Longer articles have about 300 - 400 words. 
Photos are always needed.

A minimum of 1 - 2 MB each is required for printing.

There are 4 more issues for the 2012 - 2013 season.
Deadlines are

10 Oct for Nov/Dec issue
10 Dec for Jan/Feb issue
10 Feb for Mar/Apr issue
10 Apr for May/Aug issue

Email to editor@rscdsvancouver.org

rscds tartan

Inverglen Scottish Dancers                                  photo Dean Cochrane

Caalendar of Evvents 22012-2013

1 Sep West End Fall Frolic 19 Jan Vancouver Branch 
Burns Supper

10 Sep Vancouver Branch 
Registration & Social 

26 Jan Burns Night
Tam O’Shanter Dancers

12 Sep Vancouver Branch 
Programme Classes start 

1 Feb Duncan’s Ceilidh SCC

14-16 Sep Seattle Branch
Fort Worden Workshop 

8-10 Feb Edmonton Branch
Workshop & Ball

28 Sep Vancouver Branch AGM 9 Feb Bellingham Monthly Dance 

28 Sep Duncan’s Ceilidh SCC 16 Feb Love To Dance Scottish 
Workshop & Tea Dance

29 Sep Vancouver Branch
Pearl’s Welcome Back Social 

16 Feb Toronto Branch
50th Tartan Ball

6 Oct Bellingham Monthly Dance 22 Feb Duncan’s Ceilidh SCC

6-8 Oct Calgary Branch Return to 
Banff Workshop & Ball

2 Mar Burnaby Dance 

14 Oct White Rock Fall Workshop 9 Mar Bellingham Monthly Dance 

19 Oct Duncan’s Ceilidh SCC 10 Mar White Rock Spring Workshop 

20 Oct Gleneagles Fall Dance 17 Mar Vancouver Celtic Parade 

26-27 Oct Bellingham 
Workshop and Ball

22 Mar Duncan’s Ceilidh SCC

2-4 Nov San Francisco
Asilomar Workshop 

23 Mar Heather Ball at Gizeh Shrine 
Centre with Gordon Shand

10 Nov Bellingham Monthly Dance 6 Apr Glenayre Dance 

12 Nov Vancouver Branch
Lady Aberdeen Tea Dance 

13 Apr Bellingham Monthly Dance 

24 Nov Caledonian Society
St Andrews Ball 

13 Apr Vancouver Children’s 
Workshop & Tea Dance 

24 Nov Delta Borderers’ Dance 13 Apr Nanaimo Workshop
& Tea Dance 

27 Nov  Fort Langley 
St Andrews Social

15 Apr Vancouver Party & Ceilidh 
Night 

30 Nov Duncan’s Ceilidh SCC 20 Apr Deep Cove Spring Social

1 Dec Vancouver Branch
Children’s Christmas Party

22 Apr Vancouver Branch 
Spring Special Classes Start 

8 Dec Bellingham Monthly Dance 26 Apr Duncan’s Ceilidh SCC

9 Dec Gleneagles Ball 27 Apr Gleneagles Spring Dance 

10 Dec Vancouver Branch
Party & Ceilidh Night 

4 May White Rock May Dance 

11 Dec Glenayre Christmas Party 11 May Bellingham Monthly Dance 

28 Dec Vancouver Branch
Betwixt And Between Social 

26 May Fort Langley 
Whisky Tea Dance 

4 Jan Duncan’s Ceilidh SCC 3 Jun Vancouver Branch
Spring Party

12 Jan Bellingham Monthly Dance mid-June Vancouver 
Dancing in the Park - starts

14 Jan Vancouver Branch 
Classes Winter Session

22 Jun BC Highland Games USCS
(Date to be confirmed)
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