RSCDS Vancouver Branch Appointments

Betwixt & Between Coordinator - Katherine Shearman
Burns Supper Chair - TBA

Dancing in the Park Coordinaor - Alison Moen
Demonstration Team Director - Kay Sutherland
Demonstration Team Manager - Katherine Sherman
Graphics Consultant - Patsy Jamieson

Heather Ball Chair - Sandra Anderson

Love to Dance Workshop Chairs - Frances Caruth
- Jean Wagstaff

Newsletter Editor - Mary Ann McDevitt
Nominating Committee Chair - Gerry Stensgaard
Privacy Officer - Peter Richards

RSCDS Director USAC Ltd. - Frances Caruth

RSCDS Representatives SCCS - Fran Hillier
- Jennifer Shearman

Website Manager - Mary Ann McDevitt

Other Representatives

Ceilidh Directors - Duncan MacKenzie
- Alison Moen

TAC Representative - Fran Hillier
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EMAIL CONTACTS FOR BRANCH BOARD APPOINTEES

https://rscdsvancouver.org/about-branch/board-appointments/

Click on ‘Send Email’ under the Appointee’s name

or
https://rscdsvancouver.org/contact/

Click on ‘Send Email’ under the Events or Branch heading
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tune would be encored. “Montgomeries’ Rant” is a superb
dance in its own right, but the melding of the fast-moving dance
to its driving tune makes a sure winner.

RSCDS Vancouver Branch Board of Directors

Elected at the RSCDS Vancouver Branch AGM on September 17, 2021
o Complexity resolved. Some dances are bravura demonstrations
Executive Directors of the devisor’s art in creating them and then resolving interesting
complications. To dance them is to marvel at the devisor's

President - Vicki Downey 604.298.9695 . . . .

_ ) o ingenuity, and a successful arrival at the right spot at the end of
Vice President - Fran Hillier 778.285.1242 the dance is a feat of navigation! Such dances include Hugh Foss’
Corresponding Secretary - Arden Williams 604.346.2626 clever fugal dances like “Rob Roy”.

Recording Secretary - Sue Biddle 604.619.1620
_ Rosemary Coupe
Treasurer - Stewart Cunningham 604.261.0162

And almost 20 years later it still rings true.

Directors-at-large with Specific Responsibilities

e Six of the twelve above-named dances are in the RSCDS 2019

Archivist - John Robertson 604.985.1612 book “Thirty Popular Dances, Volume 2”. A total of 283 dances
BC Highland Games - Frances Caruth 604.922.6842 were sub.mltted by over 10_0 RSCDS branches.
Dancing G . . H e Another five dances are still often found on programs everywhere
ancing Coordinator - Frances Carut 604.922.6842 and were quite possibly on the list of the 283 dances.
Equipment Manager - Tereza Cabral 778.321.5364
Events Coordinator - Christine Cardinal 604.583.6961
Membership - Barbara Kisilevsky 604.738.0257 Calendar of Events
Publicity - Cathrine Conings 604.299.6447
November 11 Lady Aberdeen Tea Dance - Cancelled
Email Contacts for Board of Directors: November 26 Vancouver Ceilidh Dance
December 29 Betwixt & Between - Cancelled
https.//r'scdsvancouver.o.rq/about-branc.:h/board-members/ January 22 Branch Burns Supper - RSCDS Vancouver
Click on ‘Send Email ucr::jer the Director's name January 29 Vancouver Ceilidh Dance
httos://rscdsvancouver.ora/contact/ February 19 Love to Dance Scottish Workshop & Tea Dance
. . . RSCDS Vancouver
Click on ‘Send Email” under the Event or Branch heading — - - -
February 21 Ceilidh with Colin Dewar & Alasdair MacLeod
RSCDS Vancouver
Cover photo by Sandy Carth February 25 Vancouver Ceilidh Dance
The Scottish Cultural Centre, Vancouver
See story on page 5 Times, dates and venues for Events are subject to change and an entire
Event may be cancelled. Also, there may be other restrictions on Events
RSCDS Vancouver - www.rscdsvancouver.org - Scottish Cultural Centre gue toh Provi.nciTEI Health ?uideli?es.h Please check With fthe CI_Ub or
8886 Hudson Street. Vancouver. BC. VEP 4N2 - 604.263.9911 ranch website Events Calendar for the most up-to-date information.
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What Makes a Dance Popular

(From the January 2001 White Cockade)

What are the factors that make some dances so popular that they outlast
the shifting tides of fashion, and appear from year to year on our
programs? Here are a few possible reasons.

e Sheer exhilaration. At the top of many people’s list of favourites
are dances like “Bratach Bana” and “The Irish Rover” in which the
dancing couple reach cruising speed in the first two bars and
never slow down. The dynamic flow of these dances gives a
sensation of free, continuous movement as the leading couple
swirl around the corners and through the middle.

e Completeness of pattern. Some dances are satisfying to dance
because they follow a pattern to its logical end. The flight pattern
of the first couple in the four half-reels of “Mairi’'s Wedding” take
them through all four corners of the set; they meet briefly in the
middle only to soar again and again. The last half of “Australian
Ladies” has the same quality of satisfying completeness.

e Aesthetic wholeness. Some dances stand out because their
figures make up a satisfying whole. In particular, dances with a
palindrome shape like “Farewell to Auchterarder’ and “White
Heather Jig” may be complex, yet they are easy to remember
because one half of the dance so neatly recapitulates and
reverses the other. The same is true of the first half of “Seton’s
Ceilidh Band”. These dances satisfy our brains’ desire for order.

e Interdependence. Dances which need careful phrasing and
teamwork enable dancers to create a harmony by attuning their
movements with one another. In the mirror reels at the beginning
of “Maxwell’'s Rant”, for example, good phrasing by the third
couple is vitally important to make sure the reels flow smoothly.
In the ‘dolphin’ reels in “Pelorus Jack”, the dancing couple feel
that interdependence as each picks up and relinquishes the lead,
maintaining the flow of the pattern as they do so. The greater the
interactions between partners, the greater the social pleasure.

o Irresistible music. A tune like “The De’il amang the Tailors” has
a direct line to any dancer’s heart; any set of figures set to that
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Frae the President

Things in the dance world are gradually starting to open up again
as more and more people are vaccinated against Covid. For the first time
in over 18 months, we enjoyed dancing together, outside at the Highland
Games at Lafarge Park in Coquitlam. It was a special event with all the
usual entertainment for us to participate in and enjoy.

We held our AGM on September 17, via Zoom as we did in 2020.
Though our membership numbers have dropped considerably, we are
grateful to those who have renewed, over 100, with 39 of them attending
the AGM. We held our annual elections and said goodbye to Heather
Hankin and Sandra Anderson. We thank them for their years of service
on the Board. And we welcomed John Robertson as a Director-at-large
taking over the role of Archivist from Tereza.

| am pleased to say that most classes have begun dancing again
after having been cancelled for a year and a half. Clubs are following all
safety protocols to keep us safe and healthy. All going well, we hope to
be able to invite new members to join our classes starting in January.

Unfortunately, we have had to cancel events as gathering
indoors in large groups is still prohibited. We had hoped to have a
Welcome Back Dance on October 16 and the Lady Aberdeen Tea Dance
on November 11. We are also cancelling the Betwixt and Between on
December 28.

We are still optimistically planning the Burns Supper for January,
and the Love to Dance Scottish Workshop and Dance in February.
Please watch the website for updates.

In the meantime, enjoy life as it is, stay active and keep safe.

Vicki Downey
President
RSCDS Vancouver
N Vancouver (]
\ dance scottish rscds
=



Lady Aberdeen 2021 Donation Fund

As you all know we have had to cancel the Lady
Aberdeen dance for another year due to Covid
restrictions. The Lady Aberdeen club had
sponsored the tea dance each year on
Remembrance Day since 1939. It was taken over
by the Vancouver branch of the RSCDS in 2010
when the Lady Aberdeen club ceased to exist.

Proceeds from the dance have always been donated to various charities,
the war effort, veterans’ organizations and other charities, and for the past
few years to Honour House. Honour House is a refuge, a “home away
from home” for members of our Canadian Armed Forces, Veterans,
Emergency Services Personnel and their families, especially important in
these difficult times. We would like to make donations to Honour House
this year despite the fact we, again, cannot get together for our dance. If
you would like to make a donation, we encourage you to do so via the
PayPal link on our website:

https://rscdsvancouver.org/home/lady-aberdeen-donation-fund-2021/

Any donation is, of course, voluntary and the amount is totally the decision
of the donor. You might want to consider what you would have spent
attending the dance and buying raffle tickets. If you would like a tax receipt
(for donations over $10) ensure you complete that portion of the online
process via the link, and the Branch will forward the receipt to you.

Photos by
Deb Taylor

_ Right
S Katherine
ﬂ Shearman

Left

. Mike Nichols
&

Sandy Caruth

And thank you to Katherine Shearman for leading the team in Kay’s
absence and for her own delightful performance of Come Ashore...
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Our RSCDS Vancouver Branch tent
was well situated in front of the SCD
_ platform just inside the north
{ entrance. We handed out lots of
information cards especially after
the Flash Mob performances, the
_ Reel of the 51st Division, and the
Mountie dance. We also handed out
B8 cards to spectators at the Strictly
Scottish demonstration. Surprlsmg and gratifying to me was the number
of people who stayed on in the rain, and who came in the gate after the
rain had worsened! They gave good business to the food trucks and the
beer tent especially! Catherine Conings

Flash Mob photos by Helene Nelson

Strictly Scottish at the Games

With a reduced team, the Vancouver Branch Demonstration
Team, Strictly Scottish, was thrilled to be back dancing at the Highland
Games on September 4th. We owe a huge debt of gratitude to Kay
Sutherland, our Team Director, for giving us fabulous dances and music,
and getting us ready to execute a wonderful 30-minute display of
choreographed reels, jigs,medleys, and ladies step dancing. We started
our practices in August on Kay’s deck before moving indoors for the final
two practices. With the smaller team, it was a lot of dancing but the
audience, clapping in time to the music during the dances, lifted the
dancers’ energy and our feet.
Thank you to the members of our dance community who came
out to support the Demonstration Team’s performance.
Katherine Shearman, Team Manager
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The Future of the Scottlsh Cultural Centre

Since 1984 our dancers have had the fun of sharmg in many
events at the Scottish Cultural Centre. It has been the home of the
Vancouver Branch of the RSCDS along with other Scottish organizations.
With time many of the other groups have faded away and the Hall is now
owned and operated by six groups which combine to form the Scottish
Cultural Centre Society (SCCS). There have been suggestions made that
the Hall on Hudson Street no longer serves the purposes of several of the
groups and alternatives should be considered. For groups who have
much younger participants, particularly the BC Highland Dancers and the
BC Pipers, their centre of operations has moved East to where the
housing is less expensive. One or two of the groups do not use the Hall
at all but generally rent elsewhere for their special events.

One of the suggestions has been to sell the Hall and invest the money
so that the groups could request financial support for their activities. For
the past six months and more the RSCDS has worked hard to protect our
interests which we believe would be greatly harmed if we did not have a
proper dance floor for our larger meetings, such as the Burns Supper,
Lady Aberdeen Dance and so forth. We have made two presentations to
the SCCS and are about to present a petition, signed by representatives
from all the Lower Mainland Clubs. In all our submissions we have stated
clearly that we believe the Hall should not be sold until/unless all the
SCCS member societies agree on an alternative. We have tried to make
a strong case for maintaining a building with a large wooden dance floor,
and a facility for all the Scottish societies to come together to support the
Scottish Culture.

Over the past while there have been a few initiatives by the RSCDS
and its members: One initiative is to look at an option of having the SCC
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taken over by the City of Vancouver, thus maintaining the hall but freeing
up money to explore the possibilities of another centre further East. A
committee of Branch members is working on this. We are also working
in conjunction with other groups regarding alternative locations and what
such a building might look like. In addition, we are working to develop
relationships with the other SCCS member societies to understand what
their needs are and how we can work with them more strongly in the
future. There is a wide difference of opinion amongst the groups as to
what would be the best way forward. All of us are interested in
maintaining our favourite activities and helping them grow.

The work we have done so far has been time-consuming and will
continue to be so until a solution is found. While the Vancouver Branch
classes can always continue in rented facilities, as happens with the other
clubs, our BIG CONCERN is the 5000 sq. ft. suspended wooden dance
floor. And, we have simply not found another facility at a “not for profit”
cost, with the option of serving our own food contributions when we wish.

If any of you have any knowledge, experience or energy that would
help us in this process, we would love to hear from you. Even if you only
have questions, please feel free to contact us.

Fran Hillier, Fran Caruth, Jennifer Shearman

Printable White Cockade Booklet Now Online

We are pleased to announce an online White Cockade that will print
in the familiar booklet form. It requires a double sided printer. Click on the
‘Print Booklet’ file on the website and choose the following print options:

e Page orientation Landscape

e Size Actual

e Print on both sides (Flip on short edge)

Whether you print in colour or black & white, the image quality will
depend on your printer and the photo resolution itself.

Your print preview will show two pages on each 11 x 81/2 page.
They will not be in order. But when printed and folded in half, they will
be. Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions.

Mary Ann McDevitt - editor@rscdsvancouver.org or 604.929.2944

The deadline for submissions for the January/February 2022 newsletter is
December 10. All submissions are greatly appreciated.
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2021 Dance Scottish ‘Flash Mob’ at ScotFest BC

This years Dance Scottish performances were a great success.
Clubs in the lower mainland were contacted with a request they form a
‘bubble’ of dancers who would like to dance at ScotFestBC. Thank you to
all the teachers who spread the word and gathered dancers to practice.
Thank you to all the dancers who stepped in with much enthusiasm.

Mary Murray worked her magic in putting together a programme
perfectly suited to the fact we could only provide one rehearsal. She also
put together a list of dances that would work for this type of ‘flash-mob’,
something that would work with however many dancers were available.
And thanks Mary, for providing some great music to dance to.

There were two performances 11:15 am and 1:15 pm. We were
able to have eight of our men dance the Reel of the 51st Division at the
end of our second performance. Many thanks to the men of the Branch
demonstration team, Strictly Scottish, who joined us to dance this - right
after having danced their own performance on the main stage.

Jean Wagstaff & Fran Hillier

| o
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Pink Pied Piper & Friends

Station

e AL R g R

The name Frank Wimberley alone conjures up images of the Wombles of
Wimberley. Indeed the man is as literally as colourful as the Wombles
were extravagant in manners. Dressed in pink with lime green socks, he’s
a competent piper who on plain days falls in with the J.P. Fell Pipe Band
and, on others days, with folks like us who wanted to create a bit of a stir
to advertise and promote the BC Highland Games.

So, at “rush hour” on September 1st we (5 stalwarts who ‘dance Scottish’)
foregathered outside the Burrard Street Skytrain Station, with said Pied
Piper, his snare drumming offsider, several ladies with Westie’s, and a
recycled banner inviting the observant crowd to “Come to the Games at
the end of the train”. Thus we informed as we entertained.

‘Crowd’ was a bit of a ‘reach’ for we et
were still in the 4th wave of the worst
pandemic since the Spanish Flu. We
got more interest from the bus drivers
and their passengers than we did
from the few who took the escalators
down-under. But it was done, an
imaginative use of recycled material |
and re-configured Scottish imagery. It
was fun to do and it lent a light-
hearted ambience to what was an il
otherwise normal afternoon for the = 8
workers that watched.

And — last but not least, a quick shout-out to Peter for setting it up and to
those who showed up and made it happen - Patsy, Jonathan, Fran, Mary
Anne and the several Westie ladies.
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Dancing Dates

Friday, November 26 VANCOUVER CEILIDH DANCE
$15 (Students $10)

Scottish Cultural Centre - 7 p.m.
886 Hudson Street, Vancouver

At the time of going to press, we
were given the go ahead and
instructions on how to proceed
with our Ceilidhs. The class starts
at 7 p.m. and the dance is from
8-10:30 p.m.

Everyone welcome!
No experience or partner required — we teach you almost everything!!
Loads of fun and live music too with the resident Ceilidh Band “Calanais.”

2022 Ceilidhs (all on Fridays) are tentatively set for
January 29, February 25, March 25 & April 29

All will be subject to Provincial Guidelines so, please our website at:
https://www.vancouverceilidh.org/ for updates.

Saturday. January 22 VANCOUVER BRANCH BURNS SUPPER

Scottish Cultural Centre
8886 Hudson Street, Vancouver

We are optimistically planning for the Burns
Supper in 2022. A celebration of the life and
poetry of Robbie Burns, a traditional Scottish
meal with all the trimmings, wonderful music, )
and entertainment awaits you. ;

It is a great way to introduce your family and
friends to Scottish culture and enjoy the
camaraderie of the local dance community.

Stay tuned to our website Event Calendar for more information or notice
of cancellation if necessary due to Covid.

https://rscdsvancouver.org/dancing-in-vancouver/event-calendar/
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Love to Dance Scottish Workshop, Dance & Ceilidh
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This popular Event just got bigger & better!!!

We are delighted to be planning and hopefully holding a Special Love to
Dance Scottish Workshop Weekend at the Scottish Cultural Centre in
February. We have two very talented musicians from Scotland to play at
our workshop classes and dance on Saturday and our Ceilidh on Monday.

Colin Dewar
(Left)
Alasdair MacLeod SRS

(Right) »”

Details including registration, teachers, and programmes will be sent to
the clubs and posted on the Branch website as they become available.

https://rscdsvancouver.org/dancing-in-vancouver/event-calendar/
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the COVID-19 pandemic. On an ongoing basis, and vital for the Branch’s
operations, is the Membership database that Paul designed and
implemented. He now continues with the never-ending task of monitoring,
maintaining, and upgrading this database so that it is always available and
up to date. Paul has never let us down, and he works cheerfully, quickly,
and with an understanding of the needs and skills of the user.

Paul is one of the unsung heroes of the Branch, a tower of
strength in the background, and a deserving recipient of a Branch Award.
In addition to his service to the Branch, he is a likable and thoughtful
person who is also an accomplished dancer. These characteristics
reinforce the reasons for making this award.

Congratulations Paul!

Happy 103rd Mary Dobson

Cathrine Coning’s dancers turned up at the Kerrisdale Seniors’ Centre
for their 1:30 pm class on Tuesday, September 28th to find Mary
Dobson already there. It was her 103rd birthday and she came to
celebrate it with her former class, who were delighted to be part of the
festivity. Cathrine advises the Kerrisdale class met that day for the
second time, with two new members and six from "olden times"!!

Photo by Mary’s son Richard Dobson
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News & Photos

2021 RSCDS Vancouver Branch Award

On the wettest September 17th since 1937, two our of Vancouver
Branch Board of Directors drove to White Rock, where President Vicki
Downey presented a very surprised Paul Lowe with his Branch Award.
The formal announcement was made at the Zoom AGM that evening.
Below is the Citation for the Branch Award to Paul.

Photo by: Cathrine Conings
IR

Paul Lowe has been a stalwart member of the Vancouver Branch
for the last twenty years. He is a well-rounded individual who consistently
supports Branch functions and is always available to help. His planning
and organizational skills have contributed to the success of many events.
Paul served on the Branch Board and was Chair from 2011 to 2013. He
was a member of the Tam O’Shanter Dancers demonstration team that
entertained and spread awareness of Scottish Country Dancing. He also
served for many years on the executive of the White Rock Club.

Paul is our computer guy; he ensures that the myriad computer
systems that are used in the Branch are working properly. Whenever
anyone needs a problem solved in a computer application, his is the
name that immediately springs to mind. A good example was his
provision of technical support for the Branch’s Zoom variety shows during
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2022 TAC Summer School
@ Mount Royal University, &
Calgary, Canada

Get ready ... get set ... and plan to join the fun

July 24-31, 2022

Welcoming, supportive classes

For dancers of all levels
Basic | Intermediate | Advanced

Daily classes | evening social dances | formal ball and banquet |
evening after parties | ceilidh | silent auction

Teachers
Raphaélle Orgeret (France)
Robert McOwen (USA)
Jeanne Moody (USA)
Barbara Johnston (Canada)

Musicians

Judi Nicolson
Fred Collins
lan Muir
Kathy Fraser Collins

not pictured:
Terry Traub
Mary Ross

tac-rscds.org

Sponsored by Scottish Country Dance
Teachers’ Association (Canada)
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