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RSCDS Vancouver Branch Board of Directors

Elected at the RSCDS Vancouver Branch AGM on September 17, 2021

Executive Directors

President - Vicki Downey 604.298.9695
Vice President - Fran Hillier 778.285.1242
Corresponding Secretary - Arden Williams 604.346.2626
Recording Secretary - Sue Biddle 604.619.1620
Treasurer - Stewart Cunningham 604.261.0162

Directors-at-large with Specific Responsibilities

Archivist - John Robertson 604.985.1612
BC Highland Games - Frances Caruth 604.922.6842
Dancing Coordinator - Frances Caruth 604.922.6842
Equipment Manager - Tereza Cabral 778.321.5364
Events Coordinator - Christine Cardinal 604.583.6961
Membership - Barbara Kisilevsky 604.738.0257
Publicity - Cathrine Conings 604.299.6447

Email Contacts for Board of Directors:
https://rscdsvancouver.org/about-branch/board-members/

Click on ‘Send Email’ under the Director's name
or
https://rscdsvancouver.org/contact/

Click on ‘Send Email” under the Event or Branch heading

Cover photo by Kerry McDevitt

Hugh Aspinall (right) and Jack Kergan (left)
‘stagging’ their arms at the
White Rock Workshop on March 6.

RSCDS Vancouver - www.rscdsvancouver.org - Scottish Cultural Centre
8886 Hudson Street. Vancouver. BC. V6P 4N2 - 604.263.9911
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Frae the President

This has been an unusual spring for our dancing
community. Instead of winding down after our usual fall and winter
sessions, we have restarted classes after a two-year break. As you
know this was due to the Covid pandemic and the safety
restrictions that were required but have now, finally, been lifted by
Dr. Bonnie Henry. We must still remember to take care and stay
safe as the endemic continues.

We want to thank Maureen Lyon and the White Rock Club
for putting on two workshops to help us get back into shape and get
our feet moving again. We had to work on formations that we might
not have remembered without a little instruction.

While most clubs are not putting on their usual year end
dances this spring, the Branch is putting on a Welcome Back
Dance at the Cultural Centre on May 14. It will be wonderful to see
each other and dance together again. We will enjoy the music of
Kilbirnie Station. We also have the Highland Games to look forward
to in June and TAC summer school in July. Get your dancing
shoes out and check the website for details on these and other
events.

As our RSCDS membership year officially ends June 30,
we want to thank you for continuing to support our Branch over the
last two years. Membership registration will be available online in
July for the 2022-2023 season. Hopefully things will have returned
to normal.

Stay well and keep active during these difficult times.

Vicki Downey (4
President
RSCDS Vancouver

Vancouver

Looking for a Small Apartment to Rent
or Room & Board

For a young man from Calgary moving here to attend school in
downtown Vancouver in September. Reasonable commute ok.

Why am | asking here? Because he and his family are all Scottish
Country Dancers, and we hope to include him in our dance community!

Email: alison.moen@shaw.ca.

To Give Away

Red MacLean of Duart men’s kilt (made in Scotland).
Length 25", waist approximately 34".
Only worn a few times.
Please contact Rosemary, rcoupe@shaw.ca.

For Sale

Women’s Dancewear Deluxe Highland
Dance Shoes - Size 4

Like new - Only worn once -Paid $95

Contact Val at
valyoung1884@gmail.com

or 604.929.1884

Seeking a New Home
Size 11 Men’s Ghillies

Almost never worn and, together with socks,
seeking a good home. First come, first served.
Anyone interested may contact me at the
below email address. Sheila,
sheila_atblackcomb@hotmail.com




ScotFestBC:
The 90th British Columbia Highland Games

The British Columbia Highland Games is back on June 17 & 18, 2022.
Join us for all the fun of a great west coast highland games, with pipe
bands, caber tossing, lots of piping, dancing, singing, a whisky school,
live Celtic music and a free evening Friday, (Pipes in the Park, Bedlach,
from Nova Scotia, Open Piobaireachd, Whisky & Oysters).

Purchase your tickets in advance and then come to Town Centre Park on
Saturday for the fun. Take the train to the Games. There’s a free bike
valet. There’ll be activities for kids, food vendors (include veggie options),
Scottish and other national foods, check out the British cars, listen to the
performances on three stages including the new Heritage Stage, or
watch the heavy athletes throw big objects all over the Lew Ross Field.
Hang on to your seats for the massed pipe bands flowing down onto the
fields around 5:30, and the pipers ceilidh in the big tent afterwards with
Beolach. There are activities for the bairns, éildears and everyone in
between. So come for the pipes and stay for the haggis & bru. And maybe
a pint or two with new and old friends.

For more details or to volunteer at the Games, go to:

https://scotfestbc.com/the-highland-games/
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RSCDS Vancouver is a major participant in the Highland Games

and Scottish country dancing is one of the highlights.
pe—— g o R

We will have a bigger presence this year in Town Centre Park with:
The Vancouver Branch Demonstration Team ‘Strictly Scottish’ -
Colourful dancing displays by our club teams - Children’s dancing -
Ceilidh dancing - Flash mob scenes - And much more.

Mark your calendars, save the date - June 18, and plan to be part of the
day’s fun & entertainment. There will be opportunities to practice our
dances with your club’s group and then with the combined team which
will practice May 30, June 6 & 13. At the Games, we will have several
opportunities to showcase our dancing and some opportunities to let the
audience participate with us. It's going to be fun! Be sure to join us!

For more information, contact Fran Caruth (604-922-6842)
or Fran Hillier (778-285-1242).

/
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Scottish country dancing will also be promoted at our display tent. We will
distribute advertising, explain the health benefits of this wonderful
recreational activity, and encourage people to join one of our many

classes around the lower mainland. If you can spare an hour or two to
assist at our tent, please contact cathrineconings3@gmail.com.
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Dancing Dates

Saturday, May 14 WELCOME BACK DANCE
Scottish Cultural Centre 2to 5 p.m. $15
8886 Hudson Street, Vancouver
'. RSCDS Vancouver Branch
presents

W Welcome Back to Dancing!

With music by

Kilbirnie Station

This is our long-awaited chance to celebrate and revitalize our dancing
muscles and kick up your heels with our dancing friends. Refreshments
are by donation. A small appetizer or dessert plate is most appreciated.

Programme
Kelly’s Kaper*.......ccoooeeiecvreeeennnne o Wilkinson, STV Appeal
Da Rain Dancin®*..........cccceeeeeeeeeee. [ T Wallace, Whiteadder Coll.
Northern Lights.......cccooiiiieeeninnns ST Dobie, TAC Silver Anniversary

Joie De Vivre™ .....ccccovieeeiiiinee, Joeee Maarseveen, RSCDS Book 39
Oh Canada.........cccoueeeeeiiiiiieneeene R Hargreaves, Deep Cove Coll.
MacDonald of the Isles*................ S, Haynes, Carnforth 2
Terrace Loggers Jig*.....cccccvveernnn. o Earl, Vancouver Ruby Coll.
Irish ROVETr.....ccvvveveevvviennn, s Cosh, 22 SC Dances
Slytherin House.......cc.ccocoeiennnee. S Ronald, RSCDS Book 52
Catch the Wind*.........cccooeiiieeens R Butterfield, RSCDS Book 45
Laird of Milton’s Daughter.............. N I Craigmile, RSCDS Book 22
12 Coates Crescent™.........cccceee.... S RSCDS Book 40
De’il Amang the Tailors*............... R RSCDS Book 14

*Denotes easier dances

See the Branch website Event Calendar for the Dance Notes
https://rscdsvancouver.org/dancing-in-vancouver/event-calendar/

Proof of vaccination required
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% Dancing in the Park 2022

Vancouver

Mark your calendars!
Mondays, June 20 to August 15
Planning for Dancing in the Park is underway!

Vancouver dancers have been ‘Dancing in the Park’ since the 71950s-
This is friendly, social dancing that we enjoy sharing with everyone
- watch and listen, or get up and dance- No fancy footwork required
- if you like the music, we’ll help you dance: Bring your families

and visitors — the more the merrier-

Beginner/ Tourist frendly dances every night and

Favourites for more experienced dancers-

Dance programmes and more information, including
instructions on the new entrance to Ceperley
Playground available in early June (or sooner)

at https://rscdsvancouver.org/

SEEYOU IN THE PARK!

dance scottish
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Registration is now OPEN!

2022 TAC Summer School
Mount Royal University, Calgary, Canada
July.24-31, 2022

Welcoming, supportive classes
For dancers of all levels
Baslc | Intermediate | Advanced

Daily classes | evening social dances | formal ball and banquet
evening after parties | ceilidh | silent auction

Teachers Musicians
Raphaélle Orgeret (France) Judi Nicolson, Fred Collins,
Robert McOwen (USA} lan Muir, Kathy Fraser Collins,
Jeanne Moody (USA) not pictured:
Barbara Johnston (Canada) Terry Traub, Mary Ross

@ For registration information, go to:
p:d tac-rscds.org

Sponsored by Scottish Couniry Dance Teachers' Association (Canada)

Teacher Candidates Classes for Units 2, 3, and 5
will be held in Calgary from July 17 to July 30, 2022. If you know of
dancers interested in becoming teachers, please encourage them to
contact Gael Forster, Examinations Coordinator, at tcc@tac-rscds.org for
information, and to check the website for information on the Jubilee
Scholarship. Scholarships for dancers and musicians, to aid in attending
Summer School, are available on the website.

https://tac-rscds.org/index.php/teaching-courses

Teachers’ Conference Weekend

The 2022 Teachers’ Conference Weekend will be held from
Friday, July 22 to Sunday, July 24, 2022
at Mount Royal University in Calgary, Alberta, Canada

Summer Events Registrar - Marjorie McLaughlin
seregistrar@tac-rscds.org

The contact person for questions relating to Summer School is
Summer Events Director Kathryn Simonsen
sedirector@tac-rscds.org
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GRAND BALL FOR GEORGE IV
Hopetoun House Ballroom
Sunday 21 August 2022
to celebrate George 1V’s Visit to Edinburgh in 1822
Hopetoun House, South Queensferry, EH20 9RW

Alastair McCulloch (fiddle) Andrew Forbes (piano Martainn Skene (cello)
who recorded the RSCDS Sir Walter Scott CD

MCs: Libby Curzon and Jimmie Hill

This event is being organised by Libby Curzon of Mrs Bennet’s Ballroom.
Libby is well known in both the Regency Dance world and in Scottish
country dancing circles. The dance programme will contain some of the
dances in the recently published RSCDS Sir Walter Scott Book, the
Caledonian Quadrilles and Scottish country dances from the early 1820s.
This is a unique opportunity for Regency dancers and Scottish country
dancers to come together in one of our finest ballrooms for an evening to
remember!

Morning Class to prepare dances including the Caledonian Quadrilles
Evening Ball with 3-course dinner 19.00 - 23.30. Tickets cost £100
Contact: Libby Curzon: 020 8391 1215
mrsbennetsballroom@gmail.com - facebook.com/mrsbennetsballroom

Hopetoun House is one of Scotland’s finest country houses. Built between
1699 and 1701, it was designed by Sir William Bruce, then later extended
by William Adam. The house was the site of the departure of King George
IV on 29 August 1822. Although part of the house is still lived in by the
Hope family, the Marquess of Linlithgow, the main house and grounds are
open to the public in the summer months. It has also been used in the
filming of Outlander. Make a full day of it — come to the morning class,
bring a picnic lunch, visit the house, or take a boat trip on the Forth from
South Queensferry.

Then a magnificent ball!
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White Rock Workshops

While we are all happy to be back
dancing in class, 32 eager dancers
attended the White Rock Workshop
on March 6. It was a full house at the
§ quaint heritage Willoughby Hall in
¥ Langley. Teacher, Maureen Lyon did
not disappoint. As usual, she taught
some dances with a difference where
we all learned something new! One
dance included a Pass & Turn Grand
Chain, a Highland Schottische, and
a new partner every 32 bars. A fun 40-bar jig had some interesting
phrasing, Butterfly Turns and two Ladies Chains - the first time with the
top two dancers on the women'’s side and the bottom two dancers on the
men’s side, the second time on the other diagonal - a long way for the
women to travel. While our feet were a little rusty, the wood floor was good
to dance on. There was lots of laughter and it was great to be dancing with
some of our dancing friends we haven’t seen for a couple of years.

=
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Left - It's all smiles for
Libby Alexander and
“¢| Hugh Aspinall.

! Below left - Laurie Lang
| is delighted to raise
. money for the club by
B selling her tartan wear,
4 and | was pleased to
find a matching tartan
skirt and sash.

Below right - We know
Heather Hankin was
smiling under that

| e

At the time of writing, we look forward to another White Rock workshop on
April 24! What a perfect way to spend a Sunday morning!

Mary Ann McDevitt
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