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Branch AGM Notification 

 
The Annual General Meeting of the Vancouver Branch of the Royal 
Scottish Country Dance Society will be held at the Scottish Cultural 
Centre,8886 Hudson St., Vancouver, on Friday, September 27, 2019, 
beginning at 7:00 PM. 
 
Members are urged to pay their dues online in order to be eligible to vote at 
the meeting.  There will be opportunities to offer feedback on past events, 
provide suggestions for future events and activities, and vote in the election 
of Executive Directors and Directors-at-large for the 2019 - 2020 season.  If 
necessary, dues can be paid at the AGM before the meeting begins. 
 
Everyone is invited to dance to the music of Calanais at the ceilidh 
following the meeting. 
 

For information regarding Nominations for the 2019-2020 Board, please 
see the Nominating Committee’s Report below or go to the Branch website 
- rscdsvancouver.org. 
 
A complete document package comprising the minutes of the 2018 AGM, 
the financial statements for the 2018 - 2019 fiscal year, nominations, and 
reports will be posted to the Branch website by September 13th. 
 
Reports from clubs, Board Directors, etc. which are to be included in the 
package should be sent by September 6, 2019, to 
president@rscdsvancouver.org. 
 
Heather Hankin 
President, RSCDS Vancouver Branch 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Agenda 

RSCDS Vancouver Branch Annual General Meeting, September 27, 2019 

1. Call to order 

2. Confirmation of quorum (24 members) 

3. Safety Announcement 

4. Approval of Agenda 

5. Approval of minutes of Sept. 14, 2018 AGM 

6. Business arising from the minutes of the Sept. 14, 2018 AGM 

7. Treasurer’s report 

8. Independent inspection of 2018-19 financial statements 

9. Appointment of inspector of 2019-2020 financial statements 

10. Reports from Board of Directors 

11. Reports from appointees and committees 

12. Reports from area clubs 

13. Report of the nominating committee 

14. Election of Directors and Officers for 2019-2020 

15. Appreciation to outgoing Directors and all committee members 

16. Presentations 

17. Announcements 

18. New Business - items from the floor 

19. Adjournment – followed by Dancing at the Ceilidh 

 

Draft Minutes of the September 14, 2018 Annual General Meeting 

 

See AGM 2018 DRAFT Branch Minutes posted on the Branch website: 

https://rscdsvancouver.org 

Under ‘Branch Board Documents’ under the ‘About Us’ tab 

 

 

 

 



Reports from Board of Directors 

President’s Report 
This was the first year of my two-year term as president of this vibrant Vancouver 
Branch.  The change in title from “chair” to “president” was necessitated by the Bylaws, 
which were revised at the 2018 AGM.  Given the policy directions and actions of 
presidents in various parts of the world, it was not a title I relished.  However, the 
Bylaws are the Bylaws and they shall be obeyed! 
 
I’m delighted to report to you that the Branch has a dedicated, determined Board full of 
ideas to improve all aspects of governance and dancing, and bursting with energy to 
accomplish whatever they take on.  With many long-time Branch members reminding 
me how things are done, and with several fresh faces challenging the status quo, I’ve 
been running to keep up.  Fortunately, they are kind, understanding that the president is 
pulled in many directions.  The eleven Directors are hereby thanked for their 
commitment to meetings and their conscientious work between meetings.  We also are 
grateful for the enthusiastic efforts of those who hold appointments to key positions.  
The Branch is exceedingly fortunate to have their service. 
 
So, what has been achieved this year?  Many reports follow.  Here’s a quick summary 
from my perch on the Branch: 
 
The revised Constitution and Bylaws were filed with B.C. Registries.  Filings with the 
Canada Revenue Agency and the RSCDS in Edinburgh followed.  How and why we 
govern ourselves as we do is critically important, as we see with Brexit, Trump, China, 
Hong Kong, etc.  Your Board is always open to suggestions for the next round of 
revisions. 
 
Our financial situation and reporting are in excellent order, thanks to the assiduous 
efforts and eagle-eye of our treasurer, Stewart Cunningham.  Monday and Wednesday 
night classes pay for themselves as do most events.  The Heather Ball is our biggest 
expenditure because of the imported band.  We cherish this marvelous night of dancing 
to live music from a Scottish accordionist as the treasured anchor who is enhanced by 
other musicians. 
 
Also critically important to the Branch is membership.  We gained a number of new 
members during the year but our total dropped from 247 to 235.  Through relocation 
and death, we sadly lost long-time members, including Alex Jappy and Jim Murray, 
whose contributions to the Branch and the dance community were invaluable. 
 
Last fall, I established and chaired the Recruitment & Retention Committee to address 
how to attract new members and how to keep existing dancers.  Thanks are due to 
Janet Mason for her intense work, with Barbara Kisilevsky, Donna Main, and Vicki 
Downey advancing the effort.  The Committee reached out to club presidents to include 
them more directly in the fall promotional strategy.  Two meetings with club presidents 



or representatives produced new ideas for promotion, mentoring, and the vital 
participation of all members to find and retain people.  They and their club members are 
hard at work to “GO find members in September”. In October, we look forward to 
hearing about a flood of new dancers and the return of all of our friends! 
 
Because of the poor performance of our website, the Board hired Darrell McLeod to 
move our Internet Service Provider (ISP) to a new ISP, transfer the Branch files to it, 
migrate the website to the new theme, update WordPress to the newest version, trade 
in the cache module to one with a higher performance, make necessary changes to the 
infrastructure, and test everything.  He accomplished this over the summer and the 
website is working much better.  Thanks, Darrell.  I don’t understand what I just wrote 
but you do and that’s what matters. 
 
One of the great pleasures of serving as your president is the opportunity to visit the 
many clubs and groups on behalf of the Branch.  You were very welcoming and listened 
attentively to the many reasons to join and support the Branch.  Two groups that were 
missed will be at the top of the schedule in the coming year. 
 
The 2018 events were wonderfully successful including the AGM dance and the Betwixt 
& Between Social.  The Lady Aberdeen Tea Dance, hosted by the White Rock Club, 
raised $2100 for Honour House in New Westminster.  The 2019 Burns Supper 
continued the tradition of “Best Burns Ever” under the stewardship of Jennifer 
Shearman.  Dancers welcomed the new format at the excellent Love to Dance 
Workshop and Tea Dance, supervised by Fran Caruth and Jean Wagstaff, where 
dancers were given lunch at noon and a light afternoon tea rather than a full tea halfway 
through the dance.   The highlight of our dance year was the Heather Ball, which was 
well organized by Gail Urquhart and her committee, well attended and highly enjoyable.  
The Highland Games, produced by the USCS, pleased everyone in the new venue at 
Lafarge Lake Park.  Clubs held many memorable events including Delta Borderers 40th 
Anniversary and White Rock’s 65th Celebration.  Congratulations to the chairs, 
committees, and clubs! 
 
The Demonstration Team, under the leadership of Kay Sutherland, renamed 
themselves “Strictly Scottish” and outperformed themselves to whole-hearted applause 
at numerous venues, especially during the Burns season.  Katherine Shearman will take 
over from Louise Murphy as manager of the team. 
 
An ongoing concern for the Board is training dancers to be teachers.  Last spring, no 
one came forward for the class which the Branch offers every two years.  Classes and 
clubs are urged to assess dancers for suitability as teachers, to advise Fran Caruth of 
prospective candidates, and to support them throughout their five-year training.  The 
Board provides teachers each year with free books and CD’s produced by the RSCDS 
in Edinburgh. 
 
Safety is always a priority.  In February, Sue Sochasky trained the Board in the use of 
the AED’s at the SCC.  There was no cost to the Branch as each Board member paid a 



tuition fee.  Thanks are due to Gillian Beattie for endlessly updating the Branch Safety 
Guidelines and the Event Safety Briefing for the SCC to ensure accuracy of information 
and compliance with regulations.  Clubs are invited to read the Guidelines to classes at 
the beginning of each term. 
 
As our Archivist, Anne Brand has spent tireless hours going through papers and old 
photos.  When the Archives in Edinburgh requested material from clubs around the 
world, Anne arranged for many years of our minutes and White Cockades to be sent 
electronically.  These will also be preserved in hard copies at the Vancouver Archives 
for your researching pleasure. 
 
Dancing in the Park proved fertile ground for Duncan Mackenzie’s recruitment.  In 
addition to distributing brochures to visitors, Duncan persuaded them to give him their 
email addresses.  With the blessing of the Board, he sent them emails and suggested to 
the Board that a free night of dancing be held for new and experienced dancers.  Fran 
Caruth agreed and the big night was August 26 at the SCC.  With Mary Murray as 
teacher and with 80+ people in attendance, 33 of whom were new, it was a smashing 
success!   Congratulations to Duncan, Fran, Mary, and everyone who came in support. 
 
Next summer, the Branch will celebrate 70 years of Dancing in the Park.  Established in 
1950, DITP is perhaps the longest continuous event in Stanley Park.  The Vancouver 
Parks Board has been contacted about the best approach for our submission for 
funding to create a truly marvelous celebration.  Fran Caruth and Alison Moen are 
carrying plans forward for this party. 
 
Scheduling requires that our AGM this year falls on the same evening as the Ceilidh.   
Branch members are encouraged to bring prospective dancers to attend the class 
before the Ceilidh.  Organizers Alison Moen and Duncan Mackenzie are admitting 
Branch members for a $5 admission fee.  (That’s a $10 reduction!  It’s one of many 
benefits of membership.)  The Board encourages members to continue the three-year 
tradition of dancing after the AGM by joining the fun.  Come along with a car full of 
prospective and experienced dancers to make up your own sets.  As an enticement, 
Alison will include some intermediate dances. 
 
At this year’s AGM, we bid adieu to two outstanding Board members:  Peter Richards, 
who served two years as Vice-chair, two as Chair, five minutes as President with the 
Bylaw name change from Chair, and a year as Past-president.  We thank Peter for his 
effective leadership.  I especially thank him for his guidance and excellent advice over 
the past year.  Retiring as well is Sally Marshall, Recording Secretary for the last five 
years, who has kept us on track with her impeccable minutes.  Thank you, Sally! 
 
It’s been a wonderfully busy year.  Reports like this inevitably miss people and events 
that should be recognized.    Your reminders will be appreciated and noted in the 
November/December column of Frae the President.  And now, let’s dance! 
 
Heather Hankin, President, RSCDS Vancouver Branch 



Vice-president’s Report 
I have enjoyed my first year as Vice President of the Vancouver Branch. It has been a 
great opportunity to make new friends and get to know many Branch members. As an 
addicted dancer, I feel it is not only a time to dance but also to contribute to the society 
that makes it possible to keep this amazing activity available to so many people in the 
Vancouver area.  
 
My main responsibility this year has been to confirm room bookings with Darryl at SCC 
to ensure that the centre is available for branch events. I have also contacted local 
clubs for information on planned events to ensure they are listed on the yearly event 
calendar published by Stewart Cunningham and distributed to all members.  
 
This spring I was also invited to join the Recruitment and Retentions Committee who 
are working to develop plans to expand Branch membership and to spread information 
about Scottish Country Dancing to the community at large in order to attract new 
dancers.  
 
I am looking forward to another year as VP and to becoming even more involved in this 
organization. 
 
Vicki Downey 
Vice President, RSCDS Vancouver 
 
 

Treasurer’s Report – Attached Separately 

 
Corresponding Secretary’s Report 
The responsibilities of the Branch Corresponding Secretary are as the principle contact 
with the RSCDS Head Office in Edinburgh, and for all other correspondence of the 
Branch. Ensuring that information goes to appropriate Branch Directors, or is sent out to 
the Membership at large. 
 
Email has definitely made communications easier, and most information for Members 
can now be shared through MailChimp - the Email Marketing Service used by the 
Branch.   
Written communications, such as letters of Congratulations, Thanks, Condolence and 
Get Well, are now written on cards featuring the Branch Logo. 
 
This year should be the end of my term as Corresponding Secretary, but our Recording 
Secretary is departing after an extended term.  As it is not a good idea to have both 
secretaries leave at the same time, I have agreed to continue in this position for one 
more year. 
 



My grateful thanks go to all Branch members, and especially members of the Board, for 
their support and encouragement. And to Paul Lowe for his technical help.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Gillian Beattie. 
 
 

Membership Director’s Report 
There were 235 members in the Vancouver Branch this year which is a slight decrease 
compared to recent years (see graph below). The decrease was not unanticipated as, 
worldwide, there has been decreasing membership in RSCDS over at least the past 
decade. To address the issue locally, a Recruitment and Retention Committee has 
been formed.  
   
Information from the Branch membership application is kept in two databases: 1) the 
RSCDS Edinburgh and 2) the Vancouver Branch. The software of both databases was 
updated this year. Members can access and edit their information in the Edinburgh 
database by logging onto www.rscds.org using their email address and going to My 
Account. Access to the Vancouver Branch database is restricted to Branch Board 
Members and Appointees. Changes in your name, address, and/or contact information 
should be sent to the Membership Director for uploading.  
  

 
  

Barbara Kisilevsky  
Membership Director 
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Publicity Director’s Report 
The past year began with a focus on membership decline over the last few years, and 
ended with an ambitious project to address the issue head on by instituting a 
comprehensive recruitment campaign.  For details on this project, please see the 
Recruitment & Retention Committee report. 
 
Initially I was tasked with creating a display to illustrate the necessity to “Grow the 
Branch”.  In consultation with Patsy Jamieson, we produced the “Branchometer” display 
board and had it in the SCC foyer at fall events.   
 
Rack cards for clubs & classes are updated regularly and distributed throughout the 
year to many locations such as TartanTown and Gastown McLarens, community library 
and recreation notice boards, coffee shops, and retailers willing to display our 
advertising. We now have a template and have printed flyers for individual clubs. 
 
Posters and flyers were produced for the RSCDS promo tent at the Highland Games. 
We ensured that this year the RSCDS dem team Strictly Scottish was included with a 
picture and bio in the performers section of the “new look” glossy brochure.   Whether it 
was the sunshine, the crowds, or the grassy location by the lake, Games day had a 
great vibe.  Our interactive display (thank you to Kerry for an updated DVD) at our 
RSCDS tent caught the interest of a large number of visitors and business was brisk all 
day long.  Our many willing volunteers talked with many people about the joy of dancing 
and the health benefits derived from such a fun and social activity.  Brochures were put 
into the hands of many interested potential dancers and following the ceilidh dancing on 
a packed stage we were able to interest many in Dancing in the Park as well as clubs & 
classes. 
 
It is all of the many volunteers involved in events who ensure our organization remains 
vibrant and healthy.  To all of those wonderful people a heartfelt “Thank You”! 
 
Janet Mason 
Publicity Director 
 
 

Recruitment & Retention (R&R) Committee Report 
As most branches are experiencing, recruitment is a challenge and Vancouver Branch 
is addressing this issue head on.  In November 2018 the Board formed a Recruitment & 
Retention (R&R) committee.  Highlights to date: 

• We surveyed current members with results showing: 

(a) that people join SCD through friends/acquaintances, an event, or a Scottish 

background 

(b) they continue because they like to dance, it’s fun and they enjoy the social 

aspect 

 



• We hosted brainstorming sessions in person and on line with club 

presidents/reps to produce new ideas 

 

• We drew up a detailed plan from identified objectives and strategy.  Some main 

points: 

(a) increase membership by 5% in 2019/20 

(b) involve entire membership in the campaign 

(c) use word of mouth, ads/articles in newspapers/TV/social media, events, 

contact other groups  

 

• Campaign roll out is scheduled for mid-August through September 

By the end of October, we will be able to assess the results of the first year of the 
campaign. 
 
Janet Mason/R&R Committee 
 
 
 

Event Coordinators Directors’ Report 
Catering for the Betwixt & Between dance and Love to Dance workshop and dance in 
the afternoon were the 2 events of the past year.  
  
Finding volunteers to provide or make sandwiches has become more difficult, so we 
decided to follow the previous year 's decision to serve hot hors d'oeuvres and sweets, 
which included those brought by dancers.  This seems to be the most labour saving and 
timely method of providing refreshments at this event as it makes clean-up after much 
easier and faster and requires fewer volunteers.  
  

The lunch for the participants at the Love to Dance workshop seems a popular inclusion 

at this event.  It is a time-consuming endeavour on behalf of the committee who 

organize the workshop from early morning set-up through to lunch.  

  

At the afternoon dance light refreshments were provided.  
 
Sandra Anderson and Christine Cardinal, Event Coordinators 
 
 

Equipment Director’s Report 
As the RSCDS (Vancouver Branch) Equipment Manager, during the past Branch year, I 
made an inventory list of the Items the Branch has in its four cupboards: Hallway 
Cupboard, Cupboard Under the Stairs, Cupboard Behind the Stage and Kitchen 



Cupboard. These lists were made in order to make it easy for the organizers of the 
RSCDS events to find the Items that are needed for the classes and events. 

I also have taken photos of the Electronic Items, Electric Items and many other Items to 
make it easy to identify them and also to keep a visual register of the more expensive 
items owned by the Branch.    

These lists and photos were sent to all the Board Directors. Also, a copy of each 
Inventory list was attached to the inside of each respective cupboard door.  

Another duty that I performed as the equipment manager during this period was to 
ensure that all Branch sound equipment was kept in good working order. During this 
period two wires were replaced for new ones. 

I also ensured that the Branch sound equipment was available as required at the time 
and place that it was required. 
 
Tereza Cabral, Equipment Manager 
 
 
 
 

Director’s Report as B. C. Highland Games Rep 
The BC Highland Games and Scottish Festival 2019 were held over the Friday evening 
of June 14 and the day of June 15, 2019 at the new location of Town Centre Park (aka 
Lafarge Lake Park) which also has the Percy Perry Stadium (previous location of the 
games). 
 
The RSCDS Tent was located on the Main Concourse in a very good location.  Peter 
Richards picked up the tent from Save On Foods.  The site and tent had power.   
RECOMMENDATION - for next year that we look at purchasing a RSCDS tent to 
heighten our profile at the games and this could be used in future events out in the 
community.  A tent with our Logo and Royal Scottish Country Dancing would be more 
effective in promoting and bringing in people to the tent.  With the volume of people, the 
RSCDS flags were not that visible when walking by.   
 
The Mass Dance (under Mary Murray) was held on the Main Stage at 11:15 with music 
by Kilbernie Station.  As I danced, I can’t say how it looked from the seats.  Dancing to 
the live music was great.  We had never danced on the Main stage before so we found 
little things that will be improved on and made better for next year.  
 
Strictly Scottish (under Kay Sutherland) danced on the Main Stage at 2:00 pm.  I sat in 
the middle of the seats to view how the team looked on the stage and how the music 
sounded.  They looked fabulous, the music sound was good and Kay’s voice projected 
quite well.  
 



Interactive Scottish Country Dance (under Alison Moen) dance on the Main stage at 
2:30pm music by Kilburnie Station. The Strictly Scottish and some of the Mass dance 
dancers went out into the seats and got many people up to dance.  The stage was full 
with dancers and Alison guided everyone through the moves of the dances.  The music 
and her voice projected well.   
 
After the games I sent out a email to Mary Murray, Kay Sutherland and Alison Moen to 
give me feedback on how their event went and how we could improve upon for next 
year.  
Recommendations: 
 
1. Toilet for performers at the Main stage - Donna will make sure there are toilets for 

performers only at the Main Stage.   
2. Broom for Main Stage as the stage floor was dirty with debris - Donna will get one 

for next year. 
3.   Lighting  the stage needed some lighting. It was in deep shade by the afternoon 
and hard to see anything beyond the first 8 feet from the front edge of the stage.  
Specially hard since the afternoon sun was shining directly onto the audience. It was 
virtually impossible to take a video of the performance although we did try. I (Kay) will 
have to let you know if it worked. (Ask Peter - he tried to video).  -  As this is a 
significant cost for the Highland games I (Donna) would propose that the RSCDS if they 
wish for lighting during the RSCDS performances that they fully fund or partially fund for 
the lighting.   
 
4.   Position of speakers were placed inside the front support posts cutting off at least 
5 feet of dance space either side across the front of the stage. This made it very 
cramped for the dance routines when there were 12 dancers in a line facing the 
audience. Just putting them to the outside of the posts would have made all the 
difference.  -  Next games I (Donna) will ask the Sound company to see if the placement 
of the speakers can be changed.  Speaker placement is important and impacts the 
sound they produce under the Main Stage tent.  Speaker placement will be decided by 
the Sound company in the end.   
 
5.   Concrete dance floor - this is extremely hard to dance on for 30 minutes. We used 
the front half of the floor only but the full width. It might be possible to get some kind of 
roll up mat to cover the dance surface.  -  Placement of a sub floor on top of the 
Concrete has it’s challenges.  Would the city allow it? Liability?   Who would bear the 
cost? Highland Games or the RSCDS?    If the RSCDS wishes to proceed with this 
request I am suggesting they fully fund or partially fund this item.   
 
The lighting and flooring are very expensive items which the Highland games cannot at 
this time bear the cost.  
 
Massed Dance Practises 2020 



The Scottish Cultural Centre Hall has been booked and confirmed for June 1, 8, 15, 
2020, 1st & 8th in the small ballroom and 15th in the big ballroom. Vicki Downey has 
been notified of the booking of the hall for these practises.  
 
BC Highland Games and Scottish Festival 2020 will be held on June 20, 2020 at 
Lafarge Lake Park, now known on all maps as Town Centre Park, Coquitlam.   
 
Respectfully submitted.   
Donna Main 
RSCDS BC Highland Games Representative.   
 
 

Reports from Appointments & Committees 

Nominating Committee Report 
 

BRANCH NOMINATIONS FOR THE YEAR 2019-2020 

 

RETURNING TO THE BOARD   (No Vote Required) 

Executive Directors:  

 

Vice-president  Vicki Downey     1 year left in term 

 

Directors-at-large:  Sandra Anderson (Events Coordinator) 1 year left in term 

    Donna Main (Highland Games)  1 year left in term 

    Tereza Cabral (Equipment)  1 year left in term 

    Barbara Kisilevsky (Membership)  1 year left in term 

    Christine Cardinal (Events Coordinator) 1 year left in term 

 

 

NEW TO THE BOARD / RETURNING TO CURRENT POSITION  (Vote Required) 

Executive Directors:  

 

President (returning)  Heather Hankin   1 year left in term 

Treasurer (returning)  Stewart Cunningham  2-year position 

Recording Secretary  Sue Biddle    2-year position 

 

Directors-at-large:  Fran Caruth     2-year position 

 

 



RETURNING FOR ONE MORE YEAR:   (Vote Required) 

 

Executive Directors:  

 

Corresponding Secretary Gillian Beattie 

 

Directors-at-large:  Janet Mason (Publicity) 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Cathrine Conings, Chair, Nominating Committee 

 
 

Archives Report 
Completed Activities to Date 

1. Electronic minutes received from Rosemary Coupe have been stored on a USB 

stick. 

2. White Cockade copies have been stored on the same USB stick. 

3. The USB stick has been duplicated so that 1 copy will be sent to Edinburgh and 

the other will be held in the Board’s Archives. 

4. Miscellaneous photos and dance program covers have been put into an album. 

5. A few archive features have been put in the White Cockade over the year. 

6. Minutes from 2002 to 2010 have been deposited at the Vancouver City Archives. 

Historical materials are available to all members and the general public at the 

Vancouver City Archives.  Members may also access the RSCDS Vancouver Branch 

Archives.  The Branch Archives are seldom used, but they are available if requested. 

Directions of the Archivist this year have focussed on electronic storage.  Branch  

Minutes are now being continually stored electronically and will eventually be part of the 

Branch Archives.  The White Cockade will be sent to the Branch Archives on a yearly 

basis and become part of these holdings.   

I would suggest that the Branch continue to move in this direction.  I would encourage 

members wishing to donate materials, such as photos or articles to send them to the 

archivist by PDF.  The Archivist can then save them and eventually put them on a USB 

stick.  Of course, there are other materials that don’t lend to this process and they will 

need to be accepted in physical form. 

Many thanks to the Board and to Mary Ann and Rosemary for their help.  I am stepping 
down as Archivist at this time. 

Anne Brand 
Branch Archivist 



Ceilidh Dance Report 
Seven Ceilidh Dances (which are sponsored by the Branch) were held last season.  We 
normally schedule the dances on the last Friday of the month with the exceptions being 
December and January.  We hold a “class” for the first hour with the dance following 
with live music provided by the resident band “Calanais.”  This will be the 21st year of 
the Ceilidh dances and the band members turn up without being asked and are ready to 
play for any dance that we find.  The Ceilidh dancers are indebted to the musicians who 
are now led by Catherine Conings and include Carole Berger, Duncan Whamond, Janet 
Wright and many others.  The live music is the main reason these dances are so 
popular. 
 
Alison Moen does all the teaching and calling.  She has also taken on most of the 
weddings and such events of which there are quite a lot.  Alison is due a hearty vote of 
thanks from all of us but especially from me.  She is very capable and is well liked by all 
the dancers.  If any other dancers (not necessarily teachers) would like to learn to call 
ceilidh dances and help Alison at these ceilidhs or other events, please let us know. 
 
Thanks are due to the many volunteers without whom we would not be able to continue.   
The main volunteers are Bonnie Volker, Francis O’Farrell and Gill & Richard Beattie but 
many more come and quietly do all the small things that make the dances run smoothly.       
 
The average attendance was about 50 for the seven dances last season with a large 
percentage of males and young dancers.  Everyone has fun and there are still a few 
who sign up for regular SCD classes each year.  The hall has been reserved through to 
April 2020 for the seven monthly dances.  We welcome RSCDS members to come 
along and give us their support and assistance.  There are cards advertising the dances 
which can be given out for promotion.  We also run Ceilidh dances for various other 
functions – fund raisers, weddings, etc. at which we promote SCD and the Ceilidh 
Dances. 
 
Ceilidh Dancing has its own website www.vancouverceilidh.org and its own newsletter 
to which anyone can “subscribe” – it’s free!   I have been sending out the “Ceilidh Dance 
newsletter” for many years which apart from promoting the Ceilidh dances also lists all 
the local RSCDS and club events as well as other Scottish happenings.   
 
Our thanks to the Branch for continuing to sponsor these events – the financial aspects 
are included in the Branch financial report and continue to show a net profit.    
 
Duncan MacKenzie,  ceilidh@rscdsvancouver.org 
 
 

Dance Coordinator’s Report 
The Vancouver Branch of the RSCDS has a very active dance community. It takes a lot 
of energy and commitment by a lot of people to ensure that each year we have many 
dynamic and interesting dancing opportunities. Throughout this report you will see the 

http://www.vancouverceilidh.org/
mailto:ceilidh@rscdsvancouver.org


names of many of our dancers who contribute to the organization of our dancing 
season. Of course, everyone contributes when they join us on the dance floor, so come 
and dance with us when ever you can. 

Betwixt and Between – Katherine Shearman 
At the Betwixt and Between dance on Friday, December 28, 2018, the Mary Wattum 
Fund provided admission to 65 RSCDS members and one spectator.  Admission was 
collected from 12 dancers raising $145 Canadian plus $32 US.    Visitors included 
dancers from Qualicum Beach, Bellingham, Montreal, St John’s, Windsor (Ontario), St. 
Catherine’s (Ontario), Inverness, and Dundee, Scotland. Special thanks to Richard 
Beattie for managing the entrance table.  
 
Thanks to the generosity of Mary Wattum, Mary Ross played incredible dance sets 
which kept feet moving and spirits high until the end of the evening.  The dance 
program included both familiar and new dances for all levels and elicited a number of 
compliments.  
 
Sandy Anderson and her team did an excellent job and the catering was gracious and 
plentiful.  
This year, the intermission was shortened to 15 minutes and refreshments were 
provided at the end of the event.  This allowed those concerned about the weather to 
leave, made clean up of the room easier, and ensured the event did not run late.    
The Scottish Cultural Centre puts up holiday decorations around the room, including a 
large decorated tree erected at the front of the room.  The stage had not been 
decorated so we moved a gold tree in from the front hall and found boxes of bows and a 
garland to decorate to make it look festive.  
Thank you to the executive for ensuring that the centre was open and a care taker 
available during the day.  
 
Love to Dance Workshop - Fran Caruth and Jean Wagstaff 
The 2019 Love to Dance Workshop was a great success.  
Basic Class: 20 registered (same as the past 2 years) 

Intermediate Class: 37 registered (26 in 2018; 31 in 2017) 

Tea Dance: 27 additional dancers  

The improvement in the numbers for the Intermediate group probably reflects the fact 

that this year, our event did not clash with the Edmonton Weekend. 

The 2020 Love to Dance Workshop will be held on February 22, 2020. 

The Financial results, reflected the improved numbers providing a surplus of approx. 

$600. 

The Tutors were Rebecca Blackhall Peters and Katherine Shearman. 

The classes were well received and the evaluations provided positive feedback. 

The Music: The class musicians were Julie Smith and Naomi Groom (Intermediate 

Class); Cathrine Conings and Natalie Thompson (Basic Class). This year we introduced 

a second musician (a fiddler) for the big room and that was very well received. The 

evaluations are full of enthusiastic expressions of appreciation of the music. Our 

dancers really do enjoy “live” music. 



The Afternoon Dance: The Tartan Players provided wonderful music for the afternoon 

dance. This year we did not pay for a sound person but we did have five musicians in 

the band (the addition of the double base was very effective). 

The Catering:  We provided lunch to our registrants and this was well received. This is 

the second year we have provided lunch and there seems to be unanimous agreement 

that it is a good format. We would propose to do the same next year. 

The afternoon tea was more elaborate than in 2018 and much enjoyed but it did create 

a longer than planned break in the afternoon dancing. In 2020 we plan to provide a 

simpler mid-afternoon tea break. 

The catering teams were led by Jean Wagstaff, Fran Hillier and Sandra Anderson. We 

owe them a big “thank you” as it really is a lot of work and it contributes enormously to 

the enjoyment of the day. 

Volunteers: This workshop is totally dependent on the interest and energy of many in 

our dance community. We could not even start to provide this workshop without the help 

of a lot of people. – from the furniture movers, the band helpers, the catering helpers, 

class room monitors, the decorators and so on. We say “thank you” to you all, and hope 

you’ll come to help again next year. 

Members of the Planning Committee:  Jennifer Shearman, Katherine Shearman, 

Vicki Downey, Sandra Anderson, Christine Cardinal, Fran Hillier, Sue Biddle, Alison 

Moen, Jean Wagstaff and Fran Caruth. 

Special Thank You: Many, many thanks to Vicki Downey who has served as registrar 

for several years. She does an amazing job, keeping tabs on everyone’s comings and 

goings, makes very creative name tags and this year she also made the dance program 

listings to go on the walls. 

As she prepares to take on a much greater leadership role with the Board, Vicki will 

hand over this role to Sue Biddle next year. We will miss Vicki. She has been a great 

member of the team.  

 

Social Dancing at the Highland Games – Mary Murray 
The social dancing for the Highland Games was “different” this year as we were dancing 
at a new site in Coquitlam on a very different stage. The Highland Games moved to a 
new site in Coquitlam – Lafarge Lake Park – where there is a large round concrete 
stage. Mary Murray, Jean Wagstaff and Fran Hillier visited the site in advance of the 
games and on the day, everything ran smoothly and as usual our dancers put on a good 
show. As in past years, the three Monday night practices offered us the added bonus of 
dancing with friends from all the clubs in our area. 
 
 
Dancing in the Park – Alison Moen 
At the time of writing, we have had 6 of the 8 nights of dancing. 
The weather has been kind and the numbers of dancers very encouraging. 
There have been 40+ regular dancers, 60-80 on dance floor for the participation 
dances, and another 30-50 people who stop and watch for a while. It all shows that this 
is still an appreciated program and should continue strongly into its 8th decade! 



Our two special evenings have been very well attended and really enjoyed by all – 
dancers and watchers. Opening night with the Tartan Players was superb. Then, our 
Gala Branch night with the VPPB and Strictly Scottish (the Branch Demonstration 
Team) was very popular and as usual drew the biggest crowd. 
Thanks to great planning by the teachers, each evening the programs have been fun to 
dance, and have encouraged lots of participation.   
Fran Caruth and Gill Beattie have been excellent support in setup each week, and many 
hands help with packing it all up at the end of each evening. 
As we enjoy the rest of the summer dancing season in the park, we are also busy 

planning for 2020 when Dancing in the Park with celebrate its 70th Anniversary. 

 

Ladies Step Dancing – Kay Sutherland 

See separate report 

 

Branch Classes – Fran Caruth, Barbara Kisilevsky, Gill Beattie 

Monday Nights 

The Branch continues to offer an introductory class as well as a class for experienced 

dancers. 

Attendance was generally between three and four sets. 

The dancers pay $78 per term or $7:50 drop-in and this has been sufficient to balance 

the books. 

The challenge (apart from always trying to increase general numbers) is being able to 

provide appropriate tuition for newer dancers. This year, we introduced an additional 

half hour of technique (7:00 to 7:30) before the start of regular classes. This class was 

open to everyone who wanted to improve their steps or have a refresher on formations. 

The number of dancers attending were small but there was sufficient interest that we 

will consider continuing this strategy in the coming season, always depending on 

registrations. 

This year we also had three Spring Term classes and these were well attended. 

The Monday night class now has an advisory committee, to help plan the programs for 

each term and organize the weekly chores that are always associated with running 

classes. 

As always, we owe a great debt of thanks to Mary Murray and Katherine Shearman who 

create an interesting, fun and flexible dancing program for us. 

 

Wednesday Nights. 

Wednesday nights have been well attended this year. The fees are the same as for 

Monday nights and for this program, we have also managed to balance the books. As 

always, attendance do fluctuate according to the program of upcoming socials, but there 

is a core group of dancers who are dedicated to their Wednesday night dancing and 

they make the program a success. 

As always, we owe many, many thanks to our teachers who volunteer to teach one or 

two evenings each term, offering the Wednesday night dancers the opportunity to meet 

many of our local teachers. This year we have tried to arrange the schedule so that the 



teachers creating the programs for specific social events, are able to attend one of the 

Wednesday evenings to review those specific dances. 

 

Teacher Training. 

Although Spring 2019 would have been an opportunity for the Branch to present 

candidates for the teachers’ exams, Vancouver did not have any candidates. The next 

opportunity for teachers training will be at the 2020 TAC Summer School in Calgary, or 

the Spring Examiner’s Tour in 2021, if Vancouver has sufficient candidates to make it 

possible to run a training program. 

 

Vancouver Area Teachers’ Meetings 

There have been two area teachers’ meeting during the year. In September a group of 

about 20 teachers met in Nanaimo to dance through the new dances in Book 52 (with 

the guidance of Sharon Barker from Calgary) and to learn more about the Pillings 

diagrammatic method for describing dances. 

In May, there was a teachers’ meeting in Vancouver to review issues such as managing 

the Branch archives of dance materials, to reconsider the idea of creating a Core Dance 

list, and greater use of the web and social media to promote and support Scottish 

Country Dancing. Working groups have been  

assigned to these particular activities and the work of these groups will be rolled out in 

the coming dance year. 

 

RSCDS Annual Book and CD Publication. 

Each year, for many years, the RSCDS has published a book of new dances. Last year 

it was Book 52. 

Further, in recent years, active Scottish Country Dancing teachers in the Lower 

Mainland, who are members of the Branch have received a copy of the new book and 

CD from the Branch a generous and well received gif. Because of this gift, all our 

teachers are able to become familiar with the newest dances. 

For 2019, a book of new dances is not being published but later in the year, we are 

expecting a publication of “popular” dances. In 2018, we asked our dancers to submit to 

our Secretary, their most favourite dances and as a result Vancouver Branch submitted 

a list of suggestions to Head Office in Edinburgh. When the book is published in 

November, it will be most interesting for us to see the results of similar submissions 

from dancers around the world and to see which are new to us and which are familiar 

and loved – stay tuned. 

 

From all that you have now read, you must see how busy and active our dance 

community is and we hope it stays that way for many years to come. The biggest 

contribution each of us can make is to introduce our friends to the joys of Scottish 

Country Dancing and to just keep dancing ourselves. 

 
See you on the dance floor soon, 



Fran Caruth 
Dance Coordinator. 
 
 

Demonstration Team Director’s Report 
We have had another busy year (September 1, 2018 to August 31, 2019) with a total of 20 
performances including a wedding, senior centres and once again a Flash Mob at Circle Craft 
for which the Dem Team was supplemented by dancers from Vancouver Branch and Deep 
Cove.  

 

We performed at the Highland Games at their new location at Lafarge Park in Coquitlam with a 
show lasting 30 minutes - a combination of Scottish Country and Step dancing using an 
expanded team.  

We also appeared for a 30 minute show on the Main Stage at Canada Place on Canada Day.  

We have used the name “Strictly Scottish” for performances over the last 6 months. This is 
much easier to say for announcers and easier to remember than the full “Royal Scottish Country 
Dance Society Vancouver Branch Demonstration Team” label.  

We were invited by the devisor to video a new dance called the Russian Fly and this can be 
viewed on the Scottish Country Dancing Dictionary website.  

We generated income of $3625. Some events were performed without charge including those 
for Vancouver Branch and if high publicity value such as the Flash Mob at Circle Craft. Detailed 
financial records have been sent to the Treasurer.  

Many organizational tasks are shared by team members such as costumes, equipment, 
videoing, membership information, availability etc.  

Louise Murphy is stepping down as Team Manager and Katherine Shearman will take her 

place as Team Manager for the 2019/2020 dance year.  

Louise’s time and effort on behalf of the Team over the last few years are very much 
appreciated.  

The Demonstration Team will reconvene on Thursday September 26, 2019  

Submitted by Kay Sutherland  
                       Team Director 

 
 

Website Report 
The Branch website provides up-to-date information on Scottish Country Dancing in the 
Vancouver area, event photos, current news, the Branch Board members & appointments 
contact information, Branch documents, the White Cockade (newsletter) online, Branch 
membership information, and numerous other resources (articles of interest and links to 
other related sites). Going into my seventh year as Website Manager, I am excited about 
some upcoming changes. 
 



At the time of writing this report, we are in the process of upgrading the website, as it has 
not been updated for six years. With the considerable changes in web technology over 
the years, we are no longer following best practices. The objective is to migrate the current 
website to an improved hosting environment, then to update the website theme. The 
current content and look will be retained with only minor adjustments.  Thank you to 
Darrell McLeod, who is making all this happen. 
 
And thank you to Paul Lowe, who sets up all those online registrations, PayPal, and 
maintains the Membership database. 
 
You will see a new ‘Learning’ page on the website this coming year. I am working with a 
group of the teachers to develop a list of instructional materials on steps and formations, 
as well as better-quality videos of dances.  So stay tuned to our website for more than 
just the event photos and the calendar.   
 
There’s a lot to see! 
 
Respectfully submitted by:  Mary Ann McDevitt, Website Manager 
 
 

White Cockade Newsletter Report 
The White Cockade is published on the 1st of September, November, January, March, 
May and July.  The deadline for submissions is the 10th day of the preceding month (i.e. 
October 10 for the November/December issue).  All contributions of letters, articles, 
photos, etc are welcome.  We will do our best to accommodate everyone as space 
permits, but it may be necessary to edit an article or put it over to another month. 
 
It is hard to believe another year has passed. Newsletter Editor is a challenging position 
and I have learned a lot in the past three years.  Again many thanks go to my husband, 
Kerry McDevitt, for his input and all those photos he takes and edits to give me the best 
pictures. 
 
And thank you to everyone who has sent photos or articles for the newsletters. It makes 
my job easier when I have a good selection of material rather than scrambling to make 
up a page or two. Photos don’t always turn out as well in black & white or low resolution, 
so sending in high resolution is best. 
 
A special thank you goes to Mary Anne Mackay, who manages the ‘mail out’ phase of the 
newsletter.  It involves more work than you might think – pick up the printed copies & 
arrange for the printer to be paid – buy stamps and envelopes – get mailing labels – put 
it all together and post them to get to your mailbox on or before the 1st of the month. 
 
I look forward to my fourth year as editor and hope you continue to enjoy our RSCDS 
Vancouver Branch White Cockade! 
 
Respectfully submitted by: Mary Ann McDevitt, Newsletter Editor 



 
 

Reports from Area Clubs 

 
 

Burnaby SCD Club 
The Burnaby Club has had another successful dancing season. This was my second and last 
year as president of this club. It has been a great experience and I have appreciated the 
support and friendship of the executive, the members and our amazing teacher, Rosemary 
Coupe.  
 
This year we have 29 paid members and 3 regular drop-in dancers. We have changed our start 
time from 7:30 to 7:00, finishing at 9:30. This has been well received. Unfortunately, we had 
only one beginner this year who had to drop out part way through the year. Hopefully we will be 
able to attract some new dancers for the coming year.  
 

Following our usual routine, we have participated in many activities over the year throughout the 

Vancouver area. Our first, as always, was Dancing in the Park where we hosted the opening 

night, June 18th. We were fortunate to have the VFO provide music for us thanks to the support 

of the Vancouver Branch and an anonymous donation.  

 

Many of us were also involved in the Highland Games held in Coquitlam on June 16, 2018. We 

held our annual summer picnic in August. A few of us also attended the Fort Worden workshop 

in Washington in September.  

 

We started the first of our regular Monday night classes on September 17. Unfortunately, we 

had to cancel February 11 due to our snowy winter weather. We also decided to move the AGM 

ahead until, April 15, due to the date of Easter this year. We compensated by holding two spring 

session classes in conjunction with the Deep Cove Club, on April 29 and May 6.  

 

Throughout the season we have had many opportunities to participate in branch sponsored 

events, The Lady Aberdeen Tea Dance in November, the Betwixt and Between in December, 

the Burns Supper in January and the Love to Dance Workshop and Dance in February.  

 

Our Entertainment Team performed 13 times. We thank Rosemary for all her time and effort, 

planning the program, organizing the dancers and booking venues. The money this brings in 

has helped our club keep afloat. 

 

March 3 was our Spring Dance. We decided to try a Sunday afternoon tea dance rather than 

our usual Saturday evening. In an effort to keep costs down we also tried a new venue, Charles 

Rummel Centre in Burnaby, with music by Kilbirnie Station rather than the VFO. We had a great 

turnout and actually made a profit this year. We received many favourable comments. The one 

draw back was the slipperiness of the floor though thankfully there were no injuries.  

 

We look forward to next season’s classes starting on Monday, September 16 at the 
Scandinavian Cultural Centre in Burnaby with Cathrine Conings as our new president.  



 
Submitted by Vicki Downey 
BSCDC President 

 
 

Deep Cove SCD Club 
Things continue to roll along well for the Deep Cove Scottish Country Dancing Club.  
Our enrolment has been fairly stable, with the usual comings and goings. 
 
Kay Sutherland, teaching the Monday class for more experienced dancers, keeps us 
ever-alert and challenged, and includes lesser-known dances from time to time as well 
as teaching the dances featured in upcoming dances throughout the season.  The 
Tuesday Beginner/Intermediate class is in Alison Moen’s capable hands and she is 
frequently assisted by some Monday night dancers - enjoyable evenings for both 
classes. 
 
Our AGM and party were held in February, a well-attended and successful event.  For 
various reasons our year-end has changed and we will be holding an AGM this 
September (another opportunity for a get-together and party!) 
 
The Deep Cove dance was held in April.  It was a thoroughly enjoyable and successful 
evening and we really appreciated all the many dancers in the Scottish Country Dancing 
community who came and supported us.  We had wonderful music from Mary Ross, 
which added so much to the occasion. 
 
In June, we had the opportunity to showcase Scottish Country Dancing at the annual 
Lynn Valley Days event in North Vancouver.  Following a charming demonstration by 
several members of the Deep Cove Club and led by Kay and Alison, we were able to 
involve some spectators, including some enthusiastic children, in some simple, fun 
dances. 
Deep Cove members continue their involvement in the Branch by dancing on the 
demonstration team and representing the Club on the Recruitment and Retention 
Committee.  Mary Ann McDevitt edits the White Cockade and Kerry McDevitt is always 
busy photographing at many of the dances.  Kay Sutherland continues to teach and 
organize the Branch Demonstration team. 
 
Submitted by Linda Robertson, Club Manager 
  
 

Fort Langley Voyageurs 

From the Halloween night in October to St Andrews Dance in November and from 
Burns night in January to our final Whisky Tea Dance in May and year end club 
Barbecue, we have had another wonderful and eventful year. Louise Murphy started in 
September as our new teacher, and we have all appreciated her diligence, hard work 
and patience. It has contributed to a wonderful year of Scottish Country Dancing. We 



have had a number of new dancers that have invigorated the classes and helped make 
them interesting.  Classes are at the Fort Langley Community Hall (9167 Glover Road, 
Fort Langley, rear door).  
 
Larry Onotera 
President 
 
 

Glenayre SCD Club 
Every year seems to fly by faster and faster.   We had the opportunity of meeting great 
new members this year, welcome to Liz, Margaret, Alice, Anne, Michelle, Gary, Julie 
and Charlene. 
Michelle, teacher candidate from VI joined us for fall classes.  Colin rejoined 
us.   Numerous members have had illnesses, surgeries, injuries and we all seem to 
have the travelling bug.  
 
I believe our members have attended every dance, ball, workshop in the lower 
mainland, island, south of border, other countries and provinces.   Number of our 
members also dance with several other clubs locally on a regular basis.  Two members 
sit on branch executive. 
 
DITP June 18 to August 7 attended by many of Glenayres' members.   Highland games 
mass demo was represented by Glenayre.  Several also worked in the RSCDS booth. 
 
Our annual club picnic / social was held in Langley on July 29 with our night at DITP the 
following evening.  Both well attended. 
 
We commenced our dance year few weeks later than usual due to unavailability of our 
hall.  Jean and Fran remain as our fabulous teachers.  Eight new members joined us in 
the fall.  Welcome to Liz, Margaret, Julie, Charlene, Anne, Alice, Gary and 
Michelle.   Colin also rejoined our club after a short break.   
 
October brings our fabulous Halloween Themed class, costumes are always amazing. 
 
November Lady Aberdeen dance was well attended by our members, as was the St. 
Andrew's dance with Fort Langley club on the 27th. 
 
Our Christmas dance attended by 75 members from throughout lower mainland.  Then 
after celebrating Christmas we danced at Betwixt and Between. 
 
A New Year of classes.  Our club dem group performed for residents of Astoria in Port 
Coquitlam with 11 members. Audience very enthusiastic including for our audience 
participation dance. 
 
Love to dance workshop/tea dance attended by many members again this year.  Due to 
amount of snow in Feb we had to cancel 2 nights of classes, which are being made up 



on April 16 and 23.  Drop in, open to everyone.  $7.00 drop in fee. 
 
We want to thank our 2 teachers, Jean and Fran for another varied programme at 
classes and our dances.  We appreciate your time and effort put into RSCDS on our 
behalf. 
 
Sue Sochasky 
President, Glenayre RSCDS club 
 
 

Gleneagles SCD Club 

During the past dance year, September 2018 to April 2019, Gleneagles held three 
weekly classes on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.  
 
On Monday evenings Louise Murphy introduces newer members to the beginning joys 
of Scottish Country Dancing in her class at the WV Seniors Centre.  She guides and 
encourages them so that they are able to attend social dance activities and events. 
 
On Tuesdays, Simon Scott leads the challenge class for those interested in furthering 
their own personal dancing and learning less familiar dances.  This class attracts a 
number of dancers from other areas. 
 
The dancers who attend our Wednesday class, also taught by Simon, are the core of 
our Gleneagles Club and on this evening, dances are taught in preparation for 
upcoming dance programs of our club as well as those in the Greater Vancouver area.  
We also prepare for our Annual Gleneagles Ball in December.  Tuesday and 
Wednesday classes are held at Hollyburn Elementary School 
 
At our 55th Annual Ball, held in the Pacific Ballroom of the Fairmont Vancouver Hotel 
with music by the Vancouver Fiddle Orchestra, Gleneagles welcomed dancers from 
around the Lower Mainland, Washington State and Alberta, and also one dancer from 
Scotland as well.  
 
During the past year members of our club have danced and videoed the dances in Book 
47 for the RSCDS Headquarters in Scotland. 
  
The Club’s summer event is an afternoon barbeque held in the garden of long time 
member, May Loudon.  This annual party, which is very well attended by current and 
former Gleneagles members, is a summer highlight of Gleneagles Club.  
 
In August, Gleneagles again hosted the last evening of the RSCDS Vancouver Branch 
sponsored series, Dancing in the Park. 
 
Simon Scott 
Gleneagles 
 



 

North Shore Children’s’ Class 
We had a very successful dancing season.  Our Christmas party was enjoyed by all the 
children and guests and the same for the Easter party. We had nine children including 
five new dancers who caught up really fast. 
 
Anna is a great help.  The girls love her and want to be her partner.  Ann DeKock has 
volunteered to help.  She has introduced four of the new girls.  Gail Urquhart very kindly 
came and taught the older girls step dancing, which we appreciated very much. 
 
ten dancers at the start of the year, and a slight increase of twelve by We finished off 
the season with a display for the NVRC on April 5th.  l was very proud of them.  There 
are some pictures on the NVRC web site. 
 
Patricia Johnson 
Teacher 
 
 

West End SCD Club 
We are a small club with one set of core members and another set of part time / drop in 
members.  Our classes averaged the last half of the year.  The West End is very transient 
and it is difficult to encourage new dancers while keeping the experienced dancers 
challenged.  Our experienced dancers are very good with the newer dancers. 
 
Our year was spent working on dances for upcoming socials as well as some dances with 
a “difference”.  I encourage the dancers to attend more of the lower mainland socials and 
events.  Those who do go usually do afternoon events only, as they mostly depend on 
busing.  So I was delighted to see them at more socials this year. 
 
We were lucky to have live music at times over the year and very much appreciate the 
musicians, who so generously give their time and talent. 
 
At the time of writing, we have not yet had our Dancing in the Park night.  Although there 
may be a number of dancers away at TAC in Calgary, we are hoping for a dry, successful 
evening.  
 
We were sad to see the end of our Fall Frolic dance.  Unfortunately, even if we had the 
funds available, we do not have enough members to run the event. Some of the core 
dancers are still away at the beginning of the season.  Hopefully the Branch will continue 
their AGM Dance to start the new season. 
 
Respectfully submitted by:   
Mary Ann McDevitt, West End SCD Club Teacher 
 
 



White Rock SCD Club 
The White Rock Club has enjoyed another successful year, having an average 
attendance of four sets on Wednesday evenings. 
 
The usual monthly socials, Halloween, St Andrew's Night, Christmas Party, Burns 
Celebration and St Patrick's Day always prove to be popular events. These are open to 
all clubs and we welcome visitors to every class night. 
 
In November the club was happy to host the Lady Aberdeen Tea Dance at the Scottish 
Cultural centre and was able to make a sizeable donation to Honour House in New 
Westminster. 
 
On May 4th the club celebrated its 65th held at the Cultural Centre.  Two musicians 
from the Lomond Ceilidh Band, Alan Small and Gemma Donald, provided delightful and 
inspiring music which kept most dancers on the floor for much of the dance! The duo 
also returned to our last class to again give us an example of their musical ability, much 
to the pleasure of the many dancers from several clubs who came again to enjoy the 
last night before summer break. 
 
Starting night will be Sept. 11th at 7 pm.  
The annual workshop for intermediate to experienced dancers on Oct 27th 
 Sullivan Hall 
 6306 152nd St., Surrey  
 9:30-3:30 
 
Info at wrscds.org.  
 
Maureen Lyon 


