
 

 

 

  

RSCDS Vancouver Branch - Board of Directors Meeting  
Minutes 

November 7, 2020 

    9:30 AM – 11:00 PM  

 By Zoom Conference Call 
 

Attendees: Vicki Downey, Barbara Kisilvesky, Heather Hankin, Stewart Cunningham, 

Cathrine Conings, Fran Hillier, Arden Williams, Sandra Anderson, Frances Caruth, Tereza 

Cabral, Christine Cardinal. 

Recorded by:  Sue Biddle    

Guests:        Peter Richards   

 

I. Call to Order:  Vicki called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. 

  
A. Approval of Agenda:  Motion: to approve the amended Agenda: Fran Hillier, 

Cathrine Conings Carried  

B. Approval of Minutes for October 3, 2020:  Motion: to approve the minutes 

as corrected:   Barbara Kisilevsky, Arden Williams Carried    

C. Business Arising 

- Jennifer Shearman has agreed to represent the Vancouver Branch and be 

a Director for the SCCS 
- Bylaw 4.5.  Heather Hankin and Stewart Cunningham have reviewed this 

bylaw and have found that it does not need revising. 

II.  Branch Administration 

A. President’s Report - See attachment #1   

B. Past President’s Report – See attachment #4 

C. Vice-President’s Report – no report 

D. Corresponding Secretary’s Report - Arden has sent out notices for 

upcoming events, such as the SFU lectures, and online step classes. 

E. Treasurer’s Report – See attachment #5 

  Stewart advised that the Insurance and the Accountants Fee have been paid. 

  The credit from SCC is now in our cash balance. 

  Motion: to accept the Financial Statements:  Cathrine Coning, Christine  

  Cardinal Carried  

 

III. Membership  

   As of November 1, 2020 there are 75 single, 8 life, and 50 joint memberships, 

  for a total of 134 memberships. 

 

IV. Recruitment and Retention Committee: 

 Determination of New Member Initiative:   
 It has been determined that the West End Club had the largest percentage 
 increase in membership and should receive the $100 prize.  



 

 

 

 
 
 The prize money and a letter of recognition will be sent to the West End Club. The 

 winner  will be announced on the November 11th Zoom meeting. 
       Action:  Vicki, Stewart, and Heather 

.       
V. Privacy Officer’s Report – Peter Richards  
 Peter presented a document to the Board outlining the actions to be taken in 
 order to guard the privacy of the membership. Points covered were: 

- How long information should be stored 
- How should information be stored 
- At every event there should be a disclaimer to members that photos and videos 

may be taken and could be used in promotions or publications 

The suggestion was made to use each member’s RSCDS number as a way of 
identifying the member, and ensuring privacy. 

 Peter assured the Board that the security of the membership data is being managed 
 rigorously. 
 

VI.  Archives:   
          Tereza would like to bring the hard copies of the minutes home to see if there is 

           anything else she needs to send to the Archives. 

 

VII.  Publicity:  
A. Publicity Director:  Cathrine Conings has taken over as director of MeetUp. 

Janet Mason’s refund will be forwarded to cover Cathrine’s new membership 

to MeetUp. RSCDS Vancouver has 148 followers (members) on MeetUp. New 

items should be posted to the site to keep the members interested.  

     Action- Cathrine 

 

B. Facebook:   Louise Steinway has agreed to continue as the Facebook 

manager.  Members are encouraged to post on our Facebook page and share 

the page with their friends.  If a member wants something posted on Facebook 

but does not have access, they should contact Louise directly at 

lmsteinw@gmail.com. 

 

C. Dem Team:  no report 

D. Clubs:  no report  

E. White Cockade and Website:  See attachment #2 

  

VIII. Equipment:  no report 

 

IX. Dancing and Teacher Development  
A. Dance Coordinator’s Report:  

   There are Festival Dances available on the Website. The Membership should 

  be encouraged to visit these sites.  

   Because of the current Covid-19 situation, the Zoom Robbie Burns event on 

  January 23rd will be toned down.   

B. Step Dance Zoom class:  There are Step Dance Classes, organized by Ron 

Wallace, available on line for a $10 fee. Arden has sent out the information to 

all members. 

mailto:lmsteinw@gmail.com


 

 

C. Step dance SCC hall rental:  Kay Sutherland and the Branch Step Dancers 

are considering making a video for the Website.  Kay is working with SCC to 

book a room to make the video using a maximum of 5 dancers. 

 

D. The Board will contact the Vancouver Branch dancers, who have paid for 

classes in advance, and ask what they would like to have done with their 

unused payment  

X. Events 

A. Zoom Variety Shows - November 11 at 7:30 p.m. 

 Motion: that the next Zoom Variety show be planned for the spring instead of 

 Christmas time.  Frances Caruth, Cathrine Conings  Carried 

B. Robert Burns event- January 23 – See Dance Coordinator’s Report 

C. Lady Aberdeen 2020:  The deadline for donations is November 12th. 

 Motion: that the Branch take the total donations made to Honour House at 

 November 12th and make up the difference to $2,000.  Barbara Kisilevsky, 

 Stewart Cunningham  Carried 

D. Lady Aberdeen 2021:  booked 

E. Betwixt and Between 2021:  booked 

F. Burns Supper 2022:  Carolyn Stephens-Farrell has agreed to be the Chair 

G. Heather Ball 2022:  Sandra Anderson will be Chair. Marion Anderson 

(musician) is available March 19th, 2022   

H. Dancing in the Park 2021:  pending 

XI. News of Members: 

 Simon Scott is active and doing well.  Isobel Hyde is also doing well.  Rose Powell 

 had hip surgery.  Arden will send her a card. 

        Action - Arden   

  

XII. SCCS:  Jennifer Shearman and Duncan McKenzie will be Directors.  Stewart will 

 remain as a committee member.   

 

XIII. USCS 

  A. Scottish Activities  

 

XIV. USSAL  

 

XV. Additional Business 

A.  RSCDS AGM – Edinburgh:  Vicki Downey, Frances Caruth, and Heather Hankin 

attended the virtual AGM.  Lorna Ogilvie is the new Chairman of RSCDS 

Edinburgh. 

B. Room Bookings –see Attachment #3  

XV. Next Meeting: – Saturday, December 5, 2020 

  

XVI. Motion to Adjourn:  Motion to adjourn meeting at 11:50 a.m.  Barbara 

 Kisilevsky  

 

 



 

 

Attachments: 

1. Presidents Report     Vicki Downey 

2. Website Report     Mary Ann McDevitt  

3. Guidelines for Room Bookings at SCC  Board Members 

4. Past President’s Report    Heather Hankin 

5. Financial Statements    Stewart Cunningha 
 

 

 

 

 

Attachment #1 

 

President’s Report for November 7 Board meeting 
 

It has been a very quiet month in our dance world without classes or events.  The 

highlight of the month was a fantastic Virtual Concert that gave all members a 

chance to enjoy our Scottish culture.  We enjoyed Rosemary’s history lesson, 

Cathrine’s interesting life story, videos reminding us of the joys of DITP with 

the Vancouver Police Pipe Band and Mass dancing at the Highland Games. 

There was a Step dancing demo with social distancing, Pat’s holiday memories, 

the 7:00 Salute, and the delightful dancing twins. I want to thank Heather for all 

the time, effort and creativity she put into preparing this for our enjoyment. She 

also gave us the chance to visit in break out groups at the end of the concert 

giving us the opportunity to see and talk with members we haven’t seen for a 

while. We look forward to her next presentation on November 11, replacing our 

usual Lady Aberdeen Tea Dance.  

As we continue to fight the Covid pandemic, we will be unable to return to 

classes or to hold any dancing events for the foreseeable future. We have 

currently cancelled all events until, at least, the late spring.  

Take care and stay safe. Hopefully a solution to the pandemic will be found to 

let us return to life as we used to know it.   

 

Vicki Downey 

President 
 

 

Attachment #2 

 

WEBSITE REPORT for November 7, 2020 Board Meeting  

 

I recently updated both the Board of Directors page and Appointments page with the 2020-21 

information. The photos were resized to make them more uniform and the text was better 

aligned so names or ‘send email message’ did not take two lines each. 

 



 

 

I hope to have the Events, as listed in the draft minutes of the October Board meeting, on the 

Events Calendar in the next couple of days.  I am in the midst of collecting a bit more data for 

the Variety Show(s) and Robbie Burns Events. 

 

I then plan to start reviewing all pages of the website to make any necessary updates. 

 

Respectfully submitted by:  Mary Ann McDevitt, Website Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHITE COCKADE REPORT 

 

It is a challenge filling the pages when there are no dancing events.  I have been very lucky 

over the past three issues to have some received input, photos, and articles to keep our 

newsletter going.  Mairi Maxwell created two wonderful photos (Heather’s Garden and 

Leamaneh Castle).  I am working on other ideas for upcoming issues and Mairi has advised 

she would be happy to have another project. 

Again, any input and ideas are greatly appreciated. 

Respectfully submitted by:  Mary Ann McDevitt, Newsletter Editor 

 

 

Attachment #3   RSCDS Room Bookings need to be updated to 2020 
 

Highlighted sections have been updated and need approval before being posted on 

the website 

Guidelines for Room Bookings at the Scottish Cultural Centre  

May 31, 2011  

The Scottish Cultural Centre (SCC) is jointly owned by a number of Scottish Groups  

including RSCDS Vancouver. As a frequent user of SCC, RSCDS Vancouver pays a  

special reduced rate for rooms and we have a standing booking for the 3
ro

 Saturday  

of each month from September through May.  

The Vice Chair is responsible for all room bookings on behalf of RSCDS Vancouver  

Branch. He/she should be the sole point of contact for the Scottish Cultural Centre  

for room bookings and should be copied on all correspondence from event  

organizers to the SCC relating to access times and changes to bookings.  
••  

All bookings should be specific as to start and end times. This should include all  

set-up and clean-up time to avoid scheduling conflicts with other renters.  

Event co-ordinators must specify the facilities set-up and equipment required, 

including tables, chairs, coffee urns and table-clothes, glass and crockery rentals.  

See the attached Rate Sheet.  

A spreadsheet of bookings is maintained by the Vice Chair. This is shared with the  

SCC Manager periodically to ensure a mutual understanding.  



 

 

Room rates are current as of the attached sheet dated October 1, 2006. There is  

no extra charge for use of the kitchen. However, the kitchen is rented to an  

external caterer and may need to be shared. Some equipment in the kitchen  

belongs to the external caterer but is not identified as such. See the SCC website  

at http://www.scottishculturalcentre.com/index.htmlfor up to date contact details,  

room dimensions, room capacities etc.  

The SCC Manager should be advised as early as possible when previously booked  

rooms will NOT be required. In the case of weekend bookings, 6 months’ notice of  

cancellation is recommended.  

Special Events  

The Vice Chairman will book the rooms required for events such as the Pearl's  

Party, Burn's Supper, Lady Aberdeen, Betwixt and Between or the Love to Dance  

workshop. The person holding over-all responsibility for the event should contact  

and meet with the SCC manager directly to arrange table set-up, equipment rentals  

and access for event preparations. It is recommended that a diagram showing  

table placement be shared with the manager and posted for reference by the set-up  

team. Since one caretaker is on duty for the entire building, he is not able to do all  

the set-up. Event organizers need to ensure they have sufficient volunteers to  

assist with this manual work. The caretaker will assist and advise on what is  

allowed to be attached to walls etc. 

 
Storage Cupboards and Keys  

RSCDS have:  
 1 cupboard in the kitchen, directly to the right of the entrance,  

 1 cupboard in the Celtic room (downstairs). to the left of the entrance 
 1 cupboard in the downstairs hall way - 2nd door to right of the Celtic room  

entrance.  

 A section of 1 cupboard in the library on the east side opposite the door.  

Keys to the kitchen, Celtic Room and downstairs hallway cupboards should be held by 
the Teacher Co-ordinator, Social Convenor, Safety Co-ordinator and Branch  
Class Representative.  

Keys to the library cupboard should be held by the Archivist and Secretary.  

Keys to all rooms and cupboards (except the library cupboard) are available from  
the on-duty caretaker.  

 

 

 

 

Attachment #4 
PAST PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 

 

The October 19th Zoom Variety Show was well attended by some 65 members and was well 

received by them.  The attendees and the presenters were warmly thanked. 

 

Plans are on track for the November 11 Remembrance Day Zoom Variety Show at 7:30 PM 

including dancing videos, Rosemary Coupe as historian, Janet Mason with a tribute to John 

McCrae, author of “In Flanders Field”, and an interview with a dancer who is also a piper and 

has video to prove it.  

http://www.scottishculturalcentre.com/index.htmlfor


 

 

 

The December date – November 30 is early but probably best.  I have a meeting on 

December 7. 

 

Vicki, Fran, and I attended the RSCDS AGM this morning from 6:00 AM to 6:50 AM.  Fran 

Caruth suggested we go online to read the bios of the Scroll of Honour recipients. 

 

Stewart and I are working on instructions for the Nominating Committee regarding terms for 

the Directors-at-large. 

 

Vicki and I are working on the Guidelines for Room Bookings. 

 

Heather Hankin 

Past President 

RSCDS Vancouver Branch



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment #5 

 


